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*“For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves:
it ie the gift of God.”—Ephesians ii. 8.

OF the things which I have spoken unto you these many years, this
isthesum. Within the circle of these words my theology is con-
tained, so far as it refers to the salvation of men. I rejoice also to
remember that those of my family who were ministers of Christ
before me preached this doctrine, and none other. My father, who
is still able to bear his personal testimony for his Lord, knows no
other doctrine, neither did his father before him.

I am led to remember this by the fact that a somewhat singular
circumstance, recorded in my memory, connects this text with myself
and my grandfather. It is now long years ago. I was announced
to preach in a certain country town in the Eastern Counties. It does
not often happen to me to be behind time, for I feel that punctuality
1s one of those little virtues which may prevent great sins. But we-
have no control over railway delays, and breakdowns; and so it
happened that I reached the appointed place considerably behind the
time. Like sensiblepeople, they had begun their worship, and had
proceeded as far as the sermon. As I neared the chapel, I perceived
that someone wasin the pulpit preaching, and who should the
preacher be but my dear and venerable grandfather! He saw me
asI came in at the front door and made my way up the aisle, and
at once he said, “Here comes my grandson! He may preach the
gospel better than I can, but he cannot preach a better gospel ; can
you, Charles?” AsI made my way through the throng, I answered,
“You can preach better than I can. Pray go on.” But he would
not agree to ##az. I must take the sermon, and so I did, going on
with the subject there and then, just where he left off. “There,”
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said he, “I was preaching on ‘ For by grace are ye saved.” I have
been setting forth the source and fountain-head of salvation; and
I am now showing them the channel of it, through faith. Now
you take it up, and go on.” I am so much at home with these
glorious truths that I could not feel any difficulty in taking from
my grandfather the thread of his discourse, and joining my thread
to it, so as to continue without a break. Owur agreement in the
things of God made it easy for us to be joint-preachers of the same
discourse. I went on with “through faith,” and then I proceeded
to the next point, “and that not of yourselves.” Upon this I was
explaining the weakness and inability of human nature, and the
certainty that salvation could not be of ourselves, when I had my
coat-tail pulled, and my well-beloved grandsire took his turn again.
“When 1 spoke of our depraved human nature,” the good old man
said, “I know most about that, dear friends ”; and so ne took up
the parable, and for the next five minutes set forth a solemn and
humbling description of our lost estate, the depravity of our nature,
and the spiritual death under which we were found. When he had
said his say in a very gracious manner, his grandson was allowed to
go on again, to the dear old man’s great delight; for now and then
he would say, in a gentle tone, “Good! Good!” Once he said,
“Tell them that again, Charles,” and, of course, I did tell them
that again. It was a happy exercise to me to take my share in
bearing witness to truths of such vital importance, which are so
deeply impressed upon my heart. While announcing this text I
seem to hear that dear voice, which has been so long lost to earth,
saying to me, “ TELL THEM THAT AGAIN.” I am not contradicting
the testimony of forefathers who are now with God. If my grand-
father could return to earth, he would find me where he left me,
steadfast in the faith, and true to that form of doctrine which was
once delivered to the saints.

I shall handle the text briefly, by way of making a few state-
ments. The first statement is clearly contained in the text:—

I. THERE IS PRESENT SALVATION.

The apostle says, “Ye are saved.” Not “ye shall be,” or “ye may
be ”; but “ye are saved.” He says not, “ Ye are partly saved,” nor
“in the way to being saved,” nor “hopeful of salvation”; but “by
grace are ye saved.” Let us be as clear on this point as he was,
and let us never rest till we know that we are saved. At this
moment we are either saved or unsaved. That is clear. To which
class do we belong? I hope that, by the witness of the Holy Gbost,
we may be so assured of our safety as to sing, “The Lord is my
strength and my song; he also is become my salvation.” Upon this
I will not linger, but pass on to note the next point.

II. A PRESENT SALVATION MUST BE THROUGH GRACE.

If wecan say of any man, or of any set of people, “ Ye are saved,”
we shall have to preface it with the words “ by grace.” There is no
other present salvation except that which begins and ends with






