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¢ The carnal mind is enmity against God.””—Romans viii. 7.

MEN naturally mind the things of the flesh. This is as sad as if a
seraph should rake upon a dunghill. It is not wonderful that a brute
beast cares for the flesh, for it is only flesh ; but it is lamentable in the
highest degree that man, in whom there is a principle infinitely superior
to mere materialism, should nevertheless so generally give himself up to
minding the things of the body—the things of time and earth.

The world’s catechism is,  What shall we eat? What shall we drink ?
Wherewithal shall we be clothed ?”” Men begin with these questions
as soon as they leave their father’s roof, and they often die with them
upon their lips. It is said of the peasants around Nice that they seem
to have no thought of anything but how they can make a living, and
save a little money; and I am afraid they are by no means a singular
people: in some form or other the world is in all men’s hearts and
thoughts. The dust of earth has blinded eyes that were meant for
heaven. You would think, from the talk of many a human being, that
he himself was meant to walk about for a few years, and then to occupy
six feet of earth, and never be heard of more. The creature’s life
seems in consistency with such a destiny, and is by no means suggestive
of a life to come, or an existence in a nobler sphere. Yet there is in
us an immortal spirit: the very heathen were convinced of this. Man
has an inborn consciousness that he is not to be extingnished by death :
his strange longings, hopes, and fears, are, in a disjointed way, the proofs
of this primeval knowledge, which he can never quite forget. 1t was
not needful that Scripture should reveal the future existence of the
soul: when you miss a clear statement of that truth, you only miss that
which is supposed to be already known. The existence of God and of
an immortal soul in man is taken for granted in Scripture. A fature
state {'s plain upon the face of things. Every thoughtful man can sec
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that there is a wide difference between the brute that grovelleth and
man that aspireth. ’

Now, if this be so, one would have supposed that this immortal being
would, in thought, have projected himself into the next state, and that
he would have been very much occupied with the consideration of where
he should be, and what he should be, in the world to come. One would
have suspected that he would have shaped the actions of the present with
a view to the future, and so have ceased to be earth-bound and hide-
bound, and would have risen into something superior to the life of the
mere animal. Yet men by nature do not give dominion to their nobler
part, but allow the brute in them to overrule the mind in them.
They are earthly-minded ; and then, because they are earthly-minded,
spiritual things are despised by them, and the great God, who is the
Spirit of all spirits, is most of all neglected, and treated as if he were
of small account. The minding of the flesh sours the soul against God,
8o that he who minds the flesh is soon filled with enmity against God.

Our apostle declares this fact, and declares it very positively. He
does not say that the carnal mind is af enmity to God, but he gives us
the solid noun: he says “the carnal mind ¢ enmity against God.” It
is enmity in essence: altogether and always enmity against God. It is
a solid block of aversion to God, and animosity against him. It is
very strong language to use, but so he puts it under the guidance of
inspiration ; and therefore he does not mistake or exaggerate. The
mind that looks after the flesh, the carnal mind, is a mass of downright,
undiluted enmity to the Most High God. Such a mind is opposed,
not merely to the things of God, the laws of God, and the truth of God,
but to God himself The mind which is under the dominion of the
flesh cannot endure the being of God: his character is the object of its
hate ; nay, such a mind is hate itself towards God.

Of some men this need not be stated, for they declare it themselves.
There are men (God be merciful to them, and change them!) who deli-
berately say that they do not believe in God, and who use all kinds of
opprobrious epithets towards our Lord, and the divine truth which he
has been pleased to reveal. These men’s sins “go before them unto
judgment.” They will need no witnesses against them at the bar of
their Maker: they themselves have testified against themselves. Their
mind is evidently, confessedly, intensely enmity against God.

Many others would not care to confess their enmity so distinctly, and
yet their lives proclaim it. Their outward conduct shows that they
are not only enemies to God and to his Christ, but that their heart is a
mass of enmity to him: their speech betrays the fact that they are not
reconciled to God. Some of these even make profession of being his
friends; and yet of snch Paul said, “ Many walk, of whom I have told
you often, and now tell you even weeping, that they are Z%e enemies of
the cross of Christ ”—ihe enemies beyond all others, for they have en-
tered into the church by treachery, and thus have attacked the Lord in
his own house, where they can do most mischief. They blasphemously
misuse their profession of faith to comfort them in their sins; and while
they vow that they are God’s servants, their lives show that they are
the willing slaves of a very different master.

I am not at this time intending to speak to these persons, of whom
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1 will only say—The Lord have mercy upon any of us if that be our
unhappy case! If we have dared to play the Judas, if we have ven-
tured to enrol ourselves among the friends of Jesus, and yet are giving
him a traitorous kiss, may infinite grace yet convert us! Obh, that we
may not turn out to be sons of perdition, but may we be delivered from
hypocrisy, and made honest in the sight of the Most High!

But I am going to deal at this time with another class of persons
who would say, each one for himself, “I am not a Christian, but I hope
to be so one of these days. I do not think that I am converted. I
could not claim to be a believer in Christ savingly, or a lover of God
80 as to take my place among his people; but yet I do not think that I
am an enemy to God.” The accusation of our text is very distasteful
to such persons, they think it too harsh a charge to bring against them.
Yet, dear hearer, you live not for the world to come, nor for spiritual
things, nor for God ; and, therefore, according to the teaching of the
text, your mind, being carnal or fleshly, is enmity against God. I do
not like to say any hard thing of you, because you are a very kind
person ; but I dare not say less than the Word of the Lord, and you
would not respect me if I were wicked enough to flatter you. You are
moral, and excellent, and amiable, but still you are enmity against God
in your heart, for the things of the flesh are uppermost in your mind.
Are you angry that I tell you this? What would you have me do ?
You expect your physician to spy out your disease, and your lawyer to
discover any flaw there may be in the deeds of an estate you are
purchasing; should not your minister tell you of the evils of your
heart ? If you want to hear soft falsehoods, go elsewhere : I will have
none of your blood on my skirts. If you are not born again from above,
I am compelled to say, even of the best of you, that your fleshly mind is
enmity against God.

At this time my business shall be, first, to discover that enmity;
secondly, to deplore i¢; and then, thirdly, may God the Holy Spirit be
pleased to deliver you from it, and deliver you from it even while we
are talking about it ! O thou eternal Spirit, renew us in the spirit of
our mind, and cause us to receive that spiritual mind which is the
mark of the friend of God !

I First, then, I HAVE TO DISCOVER THIS ENMITY which is in
your heart. I know what you are saying, * You cannot do so. I am
indifferent, but I am not enmity ; and I will not be called so,” I hear
your denial, but the cap will fit you very well before I have done, and
you will be obliged to wear it ; I am sure you will. If you are not obliged
to plead guilty, none will rejoice more than I if you can prove that
you are reconciled unto God by the death of his Son.

The man who does not love God, nor serve him, nor even profess to
do 8o, has in his heart a settled enmity against God. Let me show it
to you. Do not shut your eyes to clear evidence.

First, the carnally-minded man is enmity against God as a servant.
Take this description of yourselves, and see if it does not lead to your
conviction. You are all gervants to God, for he has made you, and not
you yourselves, and he that made you ought to have the use of you.
You are under obligations to your Creator, your Preserver, your Re-
deemer ; and these ohligations ought to be recognized, but you do not
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recognize them ; on the contrary, you act in a way which leads me to
charge you with enmity against God, your liege Lord and King. Judge
ye if it be not so. Here is a servant of yours, and he will not serve you.
Set that down to laziness if you please, and the case will be bad enough.
But you find him working very hard for somebody else! Then it cannot
be laziness which makes him decline your service. See him : he is toiling
for your enemy from morning to night ; but though he is your servant,
he altogether refuses to serve yow. What can be his motive ? Many
of you are not serving God, and yet you are not lazy. Your neglect of
obedience to the Lord is not caused by love of ease. You are working
very hard for something else—for yourselves, for your family, for
approbation, for wealth, or some other object, so that while you will
not obey your God, whom you ought to honour, you are serving some
other lord. Does not this create a natural suspicion that you are not on
good terms with your Maker ?

But suppose, in the case of your servant, it should turn out that he
actually does heavier work for another than he would have been expected
to do for you. Suppose that he does harder and more degrading labour than
you could have required of him ; and that he does it willingly, does
1t with all his might ; and yet he will not serve you. I think you would
say, “ This man must be filled with enmity to me. He works for another,
and will not work for me; he does far harder work for another than
ever I have proposed that he should do for me.” Forget not that the
slavery of sin is much harder, and much more degrading, than the service
of God. The service of the world is much sterner, much more exacting,
much more wearisome, than the service of the Lord Jesus Christ. They
that have served the world best will tell you that there is but little solace
in the labour, while those who serve God best continually say that his
yoke is easy, and his burden is light. They that serve God with all
their heart find an intense delight in his service ; and this is not true
of the vassalage of sin. “ His commandments are not grievous;” but the
ways of sin are full of travail and disappointment and anguish. If a
man prefers to bear the weary burden of the world, the flesh, and the
devil, and will not take upon his shoulders the lighter load of Christ,
what can be the reason of it but that he is at enmity with God ?

And suppose, moreover, that your servant, who is working for some-
body else, should get very poor wages, while you are willing to pay to
him the largest wages that can be proposed, and yet he will take the
harder work and the less wage, and will not come to you and take the
easier work at higher wages; how could you account for this, except
upon the supposition that the man hated you? Sirs, the case is
thoroughly parallel with yours. “The wages of sin is death, but the
gift of God is eternal life.”” Let a man work as hard as ever he may
for himself and for the world, the whole that he can make of it is death:
why, then, does he choose a bitter toil and a deadly wage? “ What
shall it profit a man if he gain the whole world, and lose his own soul ?”
‘Why does a man follow such a profitless business ? You know how
the world’s poet makes Wolsey say, when he comes to die,

« Had I but served my God with half the zeal
I served my king, he would not in mine age
Have left me naked to mine enemies.”



A TRAITOR SUSPECTED AND CONVICTED. 17

The service of God is a remunerative service : he gives wages in the
work, and an abundant reward, according to his grace, when the work is
done : if men refuse such service, what can their motive be ? The
wages of sin is death—eternal death : infinite misery follows upon the
course of this world : if men choose such service, what can be their
motive, what but downright hatred of God as a Master, and a resolve
to have the devil himself for iord, and hell for a wage, sooner than
serve the living God ? Why then, sir, it must be so, if I take you on
the footing of a servant, that, inasmuch as you will serve other things
with all your might at the poorest wage, and will not serve God when
the recompense of his reward is altogether boundless, then my reason
forces me to the conclusion that your mind is enmity against God.

Let me consider yon under another figure. This time it shall be that
of a subject towards a king. Suppose that we are living in times in which
there is a king, a rightful monarch upon the throne, but there is also a
pretender who has set up a claim for the crown, and there is a war
going on between the trne monarch and the pretender. You are one
of those who do not side with the pretender; at least, you say you do
not. , You dwell among the subjects of the king; and though you act
somewhat strangely, yet you deny that you are the king’s enemy. But,
listen to me. There might be, in this city of London, certain per-
sons who would not be willing to confess that they were on the pre-
tender’s side ; and yet their course of action might lead you to feel that
they must be so, and that they must be enemies of the king. Suppose
that a certain man lives in your street, and you meet with him in business,
in trade, and in common conversation from day to day, and yet you
never hear him mention the name of the king; would not his silence
be suspicious ? If anybody else mentions the king’s name, he edges off
from it. He never utters a word that would enable you to feel that he
is a loyal subject. He does not openly propose three cheers for the
pretender in & public meeting, nor does he hang out the pretender’s flag ;
but, on the other hand, you noticed that the last time they were crying,
“Bravo” for the king, he was as quiet as if he had been dumb; and
you have also seen that whenever conversation has gone that way, he has
been as mute as a fish. He has no opinion upon politics; he says that
he has enough to do to mind his own business. I am half afraid that the
fellow is anenemy. Still waters run deep, and I fancy that we shall find
a deep traitor under the coat of this silent gentleman. I begin to think
that he must be on the wrong side ; and it grows upon my mind that he
must be an enemy to our lawful sovereign ; for, month after month, while
all the country has been ringing with the war-cry, and the whole nation
has been divided into two camps, this man has never said a good word
for the king—has never so much as mentioned him. I feel morally cer-
tain that in his heart this close-mouthed being must be an enemy to the
king. Are you not very much of my mind? Do you want me to explain
the parable ? Does it not fit your case, my friend ? All these years you
have been hearing about God and his Christ, but you have not had a
good word to say for either of them. When you are in company, you
manifest a discreet silence. If there were a debate upon vital godliness,
Jou would take no side. You have nothing to say for Jesus and his
precious blood. You are neutral and silent; and why? You are






