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¢ For Moses describeth the righteousness which is of the law, KLhat the man which
doeth those things shall live by them. But the righteousness which is of faith speaketh
on this wise, Say not in thine heart, Who shall ascend into heaven? (that is, to bring
Christ down from above:) Or, Who shall descend iuto the deep ? (that is, to briug up
Christ again from the dead.) But what saith it? The word is nigh thee, even in thy
mouth, and in thy heart: that is, the word of faith, which we preach ; that if thou
shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God
bath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved.””—Romans x. 6—39.
You see by this mourning that our church has been bereaved. I have
lost a friend tender and.true to me, and my heart is too full for utter-
ance.* 1 scarcely knew what to preach from this morning; but at last
I settled in my mind that I would raise a memorial to my departed
friend by preaching a sermon which should be conneoted with himself.
Therefore I cast about me, and I considered what subject he would
wish me to preach from if he were sitting behind me this morning as he
was last Lord’s-day. I had no difficulty in answering that question,
His life and death pointed in one direction. He was a man of rare
common sense, straightforward and downright in his aims, and most
pithy in his speech, with such a mixture of mother-wit that he might
have been taken for John Ploughman’s brother, as indeed he was. He
cared nothing for oratory, which I have heard him call “a flash in the
pan”; he delighted in the plain, solid gospel of Jesus Christ. I know
that he would have said to me,—Give them Christ crucified, and salva-
tion by grace through faith, as plainly as ever you can; for when he
was sore sick and in the very agony of death, he repeated as his dying
creed—

“ Nothing in my hand I bring:
Simply to thy cross I cling.”
and in his own quaint way he added, “ They may talk as much as ever
they like, but the whole of it lies in Jack the Huckster's verse—
‘I'm a poor sinner, and nothing at all ;
But Jesus Christ is my all in all,’ "

¢ William Higgs, Esq., for many years a beloved deacon of the church in the Metroe
politan Taberuacte, fell on sleep January drd, 1883, in his fifty-uinth year.
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You will find that story in the first volume of my sermons.* In Park-
street early in my ministry I told the story, and it did my friend good,
and helped to rest his soul all those years ago, so that he remembered
it and repeated it at the last. For his sake let me tell it again.

This Huckster Jack was a poor, wicked fellow, who had gone about
from village to village, swearing, drinking, huckstering, and perhaps
pilfering.  Some thought him half-witted, but the story would show his
mind to be sound enough. He heard a poor woman sing somewhere—

“I'mr a poor sinner, and nothing at all ;
But Jesus Christ is my all in all,”

He remembered the words, and what was better, he felt their sense; and
hie kept on humming them to himself till God's good Spirit engraved
them on his heart. There they were recorded, and Jack was a new
man and a saved man. So he essayed to join himself unto the church,
‘but the brethren looked suspiciously at him and enquired, “ What is
your experience ?” He said he had no experience but this—
“I'm a poor sinner, and nothing at all ;
But Jesus Christ is my all in all.”
The good elders very properly asked, “ Are you converted? Have you
been born again ?” and Jack replied, ¢ I do not know much about these
things; but this I do know and am sure of —
‘I'm a poor sinner, and nothing at all ;
But Jesus Christ is my all in all.’”
They put him back for awhile, to try if he would grow in his knowledge,
but he never went an inch beyond the first standard. He knew what he
did know, and to that he held fast—
“I'm a poor sinner, and nothing at all ;
But Jesus Christ is my all in all.”
Well, they must take him into the church ; they could not well refuse a
man with such a confession of faith; and when he was in the church,
walking with the brethren, he was happier than the rest of them, at which
they greatly marvelled, and one said to him, * Brother J ack, don’t you
sometimes feel doubts and fears?” ¢ Doubts,” he said, * what do you
mean ? I never doubt that
¢T'm a poor sinner, and nothing at all
for T have daily proofs of it,and why should I doubt that
¢ Jesus Christ is my all in all '?
for he says he is, and I must believe him.” “ Ah, well,” said one,
«'sometimes I enjoy good frames and feelings, and feel very happy, and
then I lose them, and sink in spirit.” Jack answered, I never get
lower than I am, for I am down at the bottom—

¢ A poor sinner, and nothing at all.’
I cannot get lower than that, can I? But I am also at the top, for
¢ Jesus Christ is my all in all,’
and [ cannot get higher than that, can I?” They tried him many ways

® See No. 47. ¢ Christ’s Prayer for his People.”
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with their blessed experience, of which you and I have got cartloads,
perhaps waggonloads; but he could not be drawn out of his one firm
position. They tried him with their various attainments, depressions,
anxieties, quibbles, and questions ; but still the huckster would not budge.
He had bought the truth and would not sell it, and so he stuck to—

“I'm a poor sinner, and nothing at all ;
But Jesus Christ is my all in all.”

The conies are a feeble folk, yet have they their habitations among the
rocks: they are safe, but they keep to their hiding place.

Of course our new Perfection brethren, spick and span saints as they
are, are not like Jack, they are not ‘“ poor sinners, and nothing at all,”
and I am afraid lest some of them should find out that Jesus Christ is
not their all in all. But if you and I are as he was, *‘poor sinners,
and nothing at all,” we may, with firm and resolute grip, lay hold
upon the other line, “ But Jesus Christ is my all in all.” Christ’s
fulness is meant for our emptiness; Christ’s righteousness is meant
for our sin, salvation is for the lost. When you and I are no longer
ginners, Christ is no longer our Saviour ; when you and I no more
need him, then we shall not have him. Qur need is our warrant, and if
that be gone, all is gone. Jesus did not bleed and die to be a superfluity
to us: he came to meet a grim necessity. As long as we are nothing,
Christ is our all in all; we may be sure of that, and that is just the
gospel in a nutshell. I want to preach that same gospel this morning,
in the hope that in after days this word may be scattered far and wide,
aud some Jack the Huckster, or some other like him, may find himself
to be utterly empty and undone, and may then know that Christ is
ordained to be his salvation. Jesus came into the world to save real
sinners, not sham sinners; for he is a real, and not a pretended Saviour.
He saves those who are always confessors of sin, always ncedyin them-
selves, and therefore always glad of him. Even in their best estate the
saved ones need their Lord: even if we walk in the light as God is
in the light, and have fellowship with him, we still sin, and still the
blood of Jesus Christ, his Son, cleanscth us from all sin.

I now plunge into my text. Notice, first, what Moses said. Moses
said, “That the man which doeth those things shall live by them.”
Next, what the gospel says : ““ But the righteousness which is of faith
speaketh on this wise,” and so on. 'Thirdly, we shall consider what the
Scripture saith: “ Whosoever believeth on him shall not be ashamed.”
Then, fourthly, we will hear what experience sailh ; for we may bring in
the experience of believers to back up the declarations of God.

L I invite your earnest attention to the first point—WuAT Mosks
BAITH: “ Moses describeth the righteousness which is of the law, That
the man which doeth those things shall live by them.” This is a clear
statement. There is no mystery or obscurity about it. You need not go
to the universities and earn a degree of D.D. in order to understand
this declaration: it is as plain as words can make it. If you wish to
be saved by the law you must do its commands and you shall live. The
law is written in the ten commandments; you know them; and if you
desire io live by them you must keep them. It will not suftice
for you to learn” those commands by heart, or to write them up u
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your churches, or to read them over and say, “ Lord, have mercy upon
us, and incline our hearts to keep this law”: all that may be well enough,
but it is not to the point. If you are to be saved by the commandments
you must do them : that is clear, Moses does not allow any person to
dream that under the law he can be saved in any other way than by
perfect obedience thereto. ¢ For not the hearers of the law are just
before God, but the doers of the law shall be justified.” Whatever it is
that God has commanded, you must do; whatever he forbids, you must
avoid ; for by such obedience alone can you live.

Mark you, Moses does not tone down the law to suit our fallen state,
or talk of our doing our best and God’s being satisfied with our im-
perfect obedience. No, he says only, “ He that doeth those things shall
live by them.” He demands perfect and entire obedience, if life is to
come of it. He does not say that if you have broken the law you may
still live by some other means. No, if the law is once broken it is all
over with you as to salvation thereby: one single fault takes away the
possibility of your ever being justified by the law. “ He that doeth those
things,” that is, always, without exception, with all his heart and soul
and strength—* he shall live by them”; but nobody else. Be he Jew
or be he Gentile, his only righteousness by law must come through the
doing of the law. Moses says nothing about wearing phylacteries, or
washing hands, or offering incense, or performing ceremonies in order to
righteousness. No; clear, straight, cutting like a gharp razor, he puts
before us the single sentence, ¢ He that doeth those things shall live by
them.”

Judge ye whether any one of us has fulfilled the whole law. To my
mind this word of Moses is conclusive that none of us can possibly live
by the works of the law. We cannot keep the law now, for we have
already broken it : the vase is fractured, and to talk of keeping it entire
is nonsense. But even if it were not already broken, should we get
through to-morrow with its temptations, bearing such a heart as we
have within us, without breaking that perfect and spotless law? I am
sure we should not. You that hope to be saved by your works are
indulging a forlorn hope : whatever you may do or be 1n the future, the
past has already ruined you. The way to heaven up the steep sides of
Sinai is inacessible to trembling feet like ours. If you were to be saved
by the law you should have begun without sin, continued without sin,
and then it would be needful to end without sin. There would
not be a moment of your life in which you could be at peace, for there
would always be the fear that in some unguarded instaut you would
transgress, and lose all. But why talk I so? It is no longer in our
power to dream of a perfect, life-long obedience. We went astray from
the womb, speaking lies; we were rebellious to our parents in our child-
hood, and wayward in our youth ; in our early manhood we were carried
about with this passion and with that, and since then all kinds of evils
have led us astray. We are as full of evil as an egg is full of meat, and
our heart is like a cage of unclean birds. I can say no less. The hope
of salvation by works is black despair ; yet we have aset of men on the
face of the earth who are always wanting us to preach up this hopeless
hope, and urging us to lay this heavy burden upon the shoulders of
dying men, They would have us proclaim salvation by the warks of
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the law, This, they say, would at least make men moral and keep them
sober : whereas even in this they err against the light; for it has been
proved by history that such preaching makes men worse and worse.
The idea of salvation by works sits like an awful incubus upon the
breast of humanity, and presses out of the soul all hope, thus robbing
man of strength to attempt true holiness. When a man has lost all hope
he throws the reins upon his neck and runs into all manner of iniquity,
judging that he may as well be hanged for a sheep as a lamb.

Clear, then, ag possible it must be to every man among us who will
think, that if the oanly way of salvation by the works of the law is by
the keeping of the law in its entirety, then that road is closed against us,
and the sooncr we have done with it the better; for then we shall turn
our tnoughts in the right direction, and travel on the way which the
Lord in great mercy has prepared for us. This is what Moses saith :
hear it and be humbled.

II. Now I ask you to listen to WHAT THE GOSPEL SAITH. “The
righteousness which is of faith,” or believing, “speaketh on this wise,
Say not in thy heart, Who shall ascend into heaven ? (that is, to bring
Christ down from above :) or, Who shall descend into the deep ? (that
is, to bring up Christ again from the dead.) But what saith it? The
word is nigh thee, even in thy mouth, and in thy heart: that is, the
word of faith, which we preach ; that if thon shalt confess with thy
mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath
raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved.”

Now observe, first, that the gospel claims lo be like the law in its clear-
ness. Moses claimed for the law which God had given to the people
through him that it was clear, and within the range of their knowledge
and understanding. I will read his exact words to you. Turn to
Deuteronomy xxx. 11: “For this commandment which I command thee
this day, it is not hidden from thee, neither is it far off. It is not in
heaven, that thou shouldest say, Who shail go up for us to heaven, and
bring it unto us, that we may hear it, and do it ? Neither is it beyond
the sea, that thou shouldest say, Who shall go over the sea for us, and
bring it unto us, that we may hear it, and do it? But the word is very
nigh unto thee, in thy mouth, and in thy heart, that thou mayest do it.”
Now Piul here very adroitly takes these words out of the mouth of
Moses, aiters them somewhat, and as good as ‘says, It was the boast
of the law that it was clear, known, and accessible to the people ; but
much more is this the glory of the gospel.” Did not I show you just
now that when Moses spoke he did nol mystify the matter, but put
it plainly, “ The man that doeth those things shall live by them.” "So
alsu the gospel by no means involves itself in obscurity, but says,
“ Believe and live,” quite as distinctly as Moses said, “ Do and live.”
Here you have it, “ Believe in the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be
saved.” Moses’ utterance was single and by itself. He did not say,
“ Do and thou ghalt live, and yet there is another way.” No ; under
the law it was nothing but % Do and live ; leave undone and die.” So
the gospel does not propose a second way, and suggest “ a larger hope,”
but it declares with solemn decision, ** He that believeth not is condemned
already, because he hath not believed in the name of the only begotten
Bonot God.” It is justas clear as ever the law was, and quite as sharply






