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#If ye abide in me, and my words abide in you, ye shall ask what ye will, and it
shall be done unto you.””—John xv. 7.

TaE gifts of grace are mnot enjoyed all at once by believers. Coming
unto Christ, we are saved by a true union with him; but it is by
abiding in that union that we further receive the purity, the joy, the
power, the blessedness, which are stored up in him for his people.
See how our Lord states this when he speaks to the believing Jews
in the eighth chapter of this gospel, at the thirty-first and thirty-
second verses :—* Then said Jesus to those Jews which believed on
him, If ye continue in my word, then are ye my disciples indeed ; and
ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.”” We do
not know all the truth at once: we learn it by abiding in Jesus.
Perseverance in grace is an educational process by which we learn the
truth fully. The emancipating power of that truth is also gradually
perceived and enjoyed. ¢ The truth shall make you free.” One
bond after another snaps, and we are free indeed. You that are young
beginners in the divine life may be cheered to know that there is
something better still for you: you have not yet received the full
recompense of your faith. As your hymn puts it—¢ It is better on
before.” You shall have happier views of heavenly things as you
climb the hill of spiritual experience. As you abide in Christ you
shall have firmer confidence, richer joy, greater stability, more com-
munion with Jesus, and greater delight in the Lord your God. Infancy
is beset with many evils from which manhood is exempt: it is the
same in the spiritual as in the natural world.

There are these degrees of attainment among believers, and the
Saviour here incites us to reach & high position by mentioning a cer-
tain privilege which is not for all who say that they are in Christ, but
for those only who are abiders in him. Every believer should be an
abider, but many have hardly earned the name as yet. Jesus says,
“If ye abide in me, and my words abide in you, ye shall ask what ye
will, and it shall be done unto you.” You have to live with Christ to
know him, and the longer you live with him the more will you admire
and %iore him; yes, and the more will you receive from him, even
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grace for grace. Truly he is a blessed Christ to one who is but a
month old in grace; but these babes can hardly tell what a precious
Jesus he is to those whose acquaintance with him covers well-nigh
half a century! Jesus, in the esteem of abiding believers, grows
sweeter and dearer, fairer and more lovely, day by day. Not that he
improves in himself, for he is perfect; but that as we increase in our
knowledge of him, we appreciate more thoroughly his matchless ex-
cellences. How glowingly do his old acquaintances exclaim, ‘ Yea, he
is altogether lovely 1 Oh, that we may continue to grow up into him
in all things who is our head, that we thus may prize him more and
more !

I call your earnest attention to our text, begging you to consider
with me three questions. First, what ds this special blessing? ¢ Ye
shall ask what ye will, and it shall be done unto you.” Secondly, ow
48 this special blessing obtained? “‘If ye abide in me, and my words
abide in you.” Then, thirdly, why ds i¢ obtained in this way 2 There
must be a reason for the conditions laid down as needful to obtaining
the promised power in prayer. Ob, that the anointing of the Holy
Spirit which abideth on us may now make this subject very profitable
to us!

I. Waar 18 THIS SPECIAL BLESSING ? Let us read the verse again.
Jesus says, ‘“If ye abide in me, and my words abide in you, ye shall
ask what ye will, and it shall be done unto you.”

Observe that our Lord had been warning us that, severed from him,
we can do nothing, and, therefore, we might naturally have expected
that he would now show us how we can do all spiritual acts. But
the text does not run as we should have expected it to run. The Lord
Jesus does not say, ¢ Without me ye can do nothing, but, if ye abide
in me, and my words abide in you, ye shall do all spiritual and
gracious things.” He does not now speak of what they should them-
selves be enabled to do, but of what should be done unto them: it
shall be done unto you.” He says not, ¢ Strength shall be given you
sufficient for all those holy doings of which you are incapable apart
from me.” That would have been true emough, and it is the truth
which we looked for here; but our most wise Lord improves upon all
parallelisms of speech, and improves upon all expectancies of heart,
and says something better still. He does not say, ‘“If ye abide in
me, and my words abide in you, ye shall do spiritual things”; but,
“ye shallask.” By prayer you shall be enabled todo ; but before all
attempts to do, ** Ye shall ask.” The choice privilege here given is a
mighty prevailing prayerfulness. Power in prayer is very much the
gauge of our spiritual condition; and when that is secured to us in a
high degree, we are favoured as to all other matters.

One of the first results, then, of our abiding union with Christ will
be the certain exercise of prayer: * Ye shall ask.” If others neither
seek, nor knock, nor ask, ye, at any rate, shall do so. Those who
keep away from Jesus do not pray. Those in whom communion with
Christ is suspended feel as if they couldnot pray ; but Jesus says, * If
ye abide in me, and my words abide in you, ye shall ask.” Prayer
comes spontaneously from those who abide in Jesus, even as certain
oriental trees, without pressure, shed their fragrant gums. Prayer is
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the natural outgushing of a soul in communion with Jesus. Just as
the leaf and the fruit will come out of the vine-branch without any
conscious effort on the part of the branch, but simply because of its
living union with the stem, so prayer buds, and blossoms, and fruits
out of souls abiding in Jesus. As stars shine, so do abiders pray. It
is their use and their second nature. They do not say to themselves,
“Now it is the time for us to get to our task and pray.” No, they
pray as wise men eat, namely, when the desire for it is upon them.
They do not cry out as under bondage, ¢ At this time I ought to be in
prayer, but I do not feel like it. 'What a weariness it is!”’ but they
have a glad errand at the mercy-seat, and they are rejoiced to go upon
it. Hearts abiding in Christ send forth supplications as fires send out
flames and sparks. Souls abiding in Jesus open the day with prayer;
prayer surrounds them as an atmosphere all day long; at night they
fall asleep praying. I have known them even dream a prayer, and, at
any rate, they are able joyfully to say, ¢ When I awake, I am still
with thee.” Habitual asking comes out of abiding in Christ. You
will not need urging to prayer when you are abiding with Jesus:
he says, ‘Yo shall ask ”’; and, depend upon it, you will.

You shall also feel most powertully the necessity of prayer. Your
great need of prayer will be vividly seen. Do I hear you say—
“What! When we abide in Christ, and his words abide in us, have
we not already attained?” Far are we, then, from being satisfied
with ourselves; it is then that we feel more than ever that we must
ask for more grace. He that knows Christ best, knows his own
necessities best. He that is most conscious of life in Christ, is also
most convinced of his own death apart from Christ. He who most
clearly discerns the perfect character of Jesus, will be most urgent in
prayer for grace to grow like him. The more I see to be in my Lord,
the more I desire to obtain from him, since I know that all that is in
him is put there on purpose that I may receive it. ¢ Of his fulness
have all we received, and grace for grace.” It is just in proportion
as we are linked to Christ’s fulness that we feel the necessity of drawing
from it by constant prayer. Nobody needs to prove to an abider in
Christ the doctrine of prayer, for we enjoy the thing itself. Prayer is
now as much a necessity of our spiritual life as breath is of our
natural life : we cannot live without asking favours of the Lord. ¢ If
ye abide in me, and my words abide in you, ye shall ask”: and ye
shall not wish to cease from asking. He hath said, ‘Seek ye my
face,” and your heart will answer, “Thy face, Lord, will I seek.”

Note next, that the fruit of our abiding is not only the exercise of
prayer, and a sense of the necessity of prayer, but it includes Zberty
on prayer : ““Ye shall ask what ye will.” Have you not been on your
knees at times without power to pray? Have you not felt that you
could not plead as you desired ? You wanted to pray, but the waters
were frozen up, and would not flow. You said, mournfully, “I am
shut up, and cannot come forth.” The will was present, but not the
freedom to present that will in prayer. Do you, then, desire liberty in
prayer, so that you may speak with God as a man speaketh with his
friend? Here is the way to it: “If ye abide in me, and my words
abide in you, ye shall ask what ye will.” I do not mean that you will
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gain liberty as to mere fluency of utterance, for that is a very inferior
gift. Fluency is a questionable endowment, especially when it is not
attended with weight of thought and depth of feeling. Some brethren
pray by the yard; but true prayer is measured by weight, and not by
length. A single groan before God may have more fulness of prayer
in it than a fine oration of great length. He that dwells with God in
Christ Jesus, he is the man whose steps are enlarged in intercession.
He comes boldly because he abides at the throne. He sees the golden
sceptre stretched out, and hears the King saying, ‘“ Ask what thou
wilt, and it shall be done unto thee.” It is the man who abides in
conscious union with his Lord who has freedom of access in prayer.
‘Well may he come to Christ readily, for he is in Christ, and abides in
him. Attempt not to seize this holy liberty by excitement, or pre-
sumption : there is but one way of really gaining it, and here it is—
“If ye abide in me, and my words abide in you, ye shall ask what ye
will.” By this means alone shall you be enabled to open your mouth
wide, that God may fill it. Thus shall you become Israels, and as
princes have power with God.

This is not all: the favoured man has the privilege of suceessful
prayer. *Ye shall ask what ye will, and it shall be done unto you.”
You may not do it, but it shall be done unto you. You long to bear
fruit : ask, and it shall be done unto you. Look at the vine branch.
It simply remains in the vine, and by remaining in the vine the fruit
comes from it ; it is done unto it. Brother in Christ, the purport of
your being, its one object and design, is to bring forth fruit to the
glory of the Father: to gain this end you must abide in Christ, as
the branch abides in the vine. This is the method by which your
prayer for fruitfulness will become successful, ‘it shall be done unto
you.” Concerning this matter, ¢ you shall ask what you will, and it
shall be done unto you.” You shall have wonderful prevalence with
God in prayer, insomuch that before you call he will answer, and
while you are yet speaking he will hear.- ¢ The desire of the righteous
shall be granted.” To the same effect is the other text: ¢ Delight
thyself also in the Lord; and he shall give thee the desires of thine
heart.” There is a great breadth in this text, ¢ Ye shall ask what
ye will, and it shall be done unto you.” The Lord gives the abider
carte blanche. He puts into his hand a signed cheque, and permits
him to fill it up as he wills.

Does the text mean what it says? I never knew my Lord to say any-
thing he did not mean. I am sure that he may sometimes mean more
than we understand him to say, but he never means less. Mind you,
he does not say to all men, “I will give you whatever you ask.” Oh
no, that would be an unkind kindness : but he speaks to his disciples,
and says, “If ye abide in me, and my words abide in you, ye shall
ask what ye will, and it shall be done unto you.” It is to a certain
class of men who have already received great grace at his hands—it
is to them he commits this marvellous power of prayer. O my dear
friends, if I may covet earnestly one thing above every other, it is this;
that I may be able to ask what I will of the Lord, and have it. The
prevailer in prayer is the man to preach successfully, for he may well
prevail with man for God when he has already prevailed with God for
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men. This is the man to face the difficulties of business life; for
what can baffle him when he can take all to God in prayer? One
such man as this, or one such woman as this in a church, is worth ten
thousand of us common people. In these we find the peerage of the
skies. In these are the men in whom is fulfilled God’s purpose con-
cerning man, whom he made to have dominion over all the works of
his hands. The stamp of sovereignty is on the brows of these men :
they shape the history of nations, they guide the current of events
through their power on high. We see Jesus with all things put under
him by the divine purpose, and as we rise into that image, we also are
clothed with dominion, and are made kings and priests unto God.
Behold Elijah, with the keys of the rain swinging at his girdle: he
shuts or opens the windows of heaven! There are such men still
alive. Aspire to be such men and women, I beseech you, that to you
the text may be fulfilled. ¢¢Ye shall ask what ye will, and it shall be
done unto you.”

The text seems to imply that, if we reach this point of privilege,
this gift shall be a perpetuity: * Ye shall ask,” ye shall always ask;
ye shall never get beyond asking, but ye shall ask successfully, for
¢ ye shall ask what ye will, and it shall be done unto you.” Here we
have the gift of continual prayer. Not for the week of prayer, not
during a month’s conference, nor upon a few special occasions shall ye
pray prevailingly; but ye shall possess this power with God so
long as you abide in Christ, and his words abide in you. God
will put his omnipotence at your disposal: he will put forth his
Godhead to fulfil the desires which his own Spirit has inwrought in
you. I wish I could make this jewel glitter before the eyes of all the
saints till they cried out, ¢ Oh that we had it!’> This powerin prayer
is like the sword of Goliath: wisely may every David say—* There is
none like it; giveit me.” This weapon of all-prayer beats the enemy,
and, at the same time, enriches its possessor with all the wealth of God.
How can he lack anything to whom the Lord hath said, ‘ Ask what
thou wilt, and it shall be done unto thee’ ? Oh, come, let us seek this
boon. Listen, and learn the way. Follow me, while by the light of
ghe tefit I point out the path. May the Lord lead us in it by his Holy

pirit !

II. The privilege of mighty prayerfulness—mow Is IT To BE
oBTAINED ? The answer is, ‘“If ye abide in me, and my words abide
in you.” Here are the two feet by which we climb to power with God
in prayer.

Beloved, the first line tells us that we are to abide #n Christ Jesus
our Lord. 1t is taken for granted that we are already in him. May
it be taken for granted in your case, dear hearer? If 80, you are
to abide where you are. As believers we are to remain tenaciously
clinging to Jesus, livingly knit to Jesus. We are to abide in him,
by always trusting him, and him only, with the same simple faith
which joined us to him at the first. We must never admit any other
thing or person into our heart's confidence as our hope of salvation,
but rest alone in Jesus as we received him at the first. His Godhead,
his manhood, his life, his death, his resurrection, his glory at the right
hand of the Father—in a word, himself must be our heart's sole






