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¢ Let your conversation be without covetc d be content with such things

; an
n.gny6 have: for he hath said, I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee.”’—Hebrews
xiii. 6.

THE apostle warns us against a tendency very natural to our race.
“Let your conversation be without covetousness.” I am afraid that
the precept is even more wanted now than in the days of the apostle.
We are still more sharp and keen in competition, and men in trade are
even more anxious to accumulate money than they were in apostolic
times. It is not easy for & man to keep his heart clear of covetousness,
or his hands clean from moral bribes. There is a singular stickiness about
gold and silver. They have a great tendency to birdlime our souls, and
hold them fast, so that they cannot rise superior to their influence. The
Revised Version reads our text, “ Be ye free from the love of money”;
and it puts in the margin, “Let your turn of mind be free from the
love of money.” May we all enjoy that freedom, and may our turn of
mind lead us to seek better things than the miser is able to hoard !
There is a laudable pursuit of gain, without which business would not
be properly carried on; but there is a line, scarcely as broad as a razor's
edge, between diligence in business and greediness for gain. We can
80 easily pass from the one into the other, that we may hardly be aware
of it ourselves. When a man is increasing his investments, when he
is extending his agencies, when he is enlarging his warehouse, when
he is employing a larger number of persons than formerly, or even when
he is bemoaning the depression of his trade, and his heart is aching
because he has to do only half as much business as before, covetousness
may insinuate itself into his conversation. It is a snake which can enter
at the smallest hole. It lurks in the grass where it is long, but it glides

also where the pasture is bare. It may come in either in prosperity or
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in adversity; and it is needful to whisper in the ear of each befiever,
whether going up or down in the world,  Let your conversation—your
daily cenduct—be without covetousness.” Any brother here —and it
is to the brethren mainly that the temptation comes, I think,—any
brother here may have present need of such a warning as this; and if
he does not need it just now, he may lay it by till he does, for it will
keep. Yet let me not restrict the text or the sermon to the male side of
the house; the sisters may fall into a like temptation, in the saving, as
their husbands in the getting. Ye godly matrons, ye industrious
Marthas, “ Let your conversation be without covetousness.”

The apostle here hints at what is the real cure for covetousness,
namely, contentment. This is a rare drug in the market. The words
of the apostle make up a golden sentence,—* Be content with such
things as ye have.”

1t is supposed by most persons that they could be content if they
were not exactly what they are, and where they are: but the precept
exhorts them to be content with their present circumstances. If they
had a little more they would be satisfied ; but that is not the content-
ment to which we are exhorted : it is written, “ Be content with such
things as ye have.” If God has multiplied your possessions, you ought
the more readily to be content with such things as you have, though I
am not sure you will be; for there is a saltness in the water which
comes out of wells digged by the Philistines, so that he who drinks from
them shall thirst again. I once thought that a million would satisfy
any mortal man; but I have been assured by one who has considerable
experience in that direction that he who has onme million is unable
to see any reason why he should not have two or ten. However, I may
let that pass, for millions or thousands are not likely to tempt the most
of us who are here assembled. If you have little possessions, yet still
hear the voice of wisdom, which says, “ Be content with such things
as ye have.” You now have a measure of trouble by reason of the
straitness of your means; you might have more trouble with the breadth
of your 'means, if you had all you would like to have. It may not be
quite easy to travel when your skirts are too short, but it is much
harder to keep them from draggling in the mire when they are very
long. Though a single staff is such a convenience that a traveller
withont one may sigh for it, yet a dozen staves would be a load, which
would make the burdened man prefer rather to have no staff at all
than to have so many to carry. I believe that it is an advantage to
have wealth when wealth is kept in its right place ; but the difficulty
i that the horse often runs away with the rider, and he who has wealth
too often loses his liberty, and falls into sore bondage, by becoming the
slave of his own possessions. ““Be content with such things as ye have.”
After all, contentment drinks the cream of life. So far as earthly things
are concerned, he is the happiest, nay, he is the richest man, who is
content with such things as he has. The ripest apple in the garden
grows on the tree of content. The garments which fit us best are the
most fit for us, and are the most comfortable wear. He who is where
he should be, and where he would be, has no cause to envy Solomon in
sll his glory. He that lives in the Valley of Humiliation, among the
fragrant flowers and the sweet-voiced birds, and looks up to heaven for
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his treasure, and to God for his home, he is the happiest of mortal men.
God teach us how to shun the vice of covetousness by cultivating the
virtue of contentment! May the sweet flower choke the ill weed!
% Let your conversation be without covetousness; and be content with
such things as ye bave.”

I asked a question, some years ago, of a person whom I believed to be
one of the most covetous individuals in my acquaintance, and I received
from him a singular reply. I said, “ How was it that St. Francis de
Sales, who was an eminent confessor, to whom persons went in the
Romish church to confess their sins, found that persons confessed to
him, in private, all sorts of horrible sins, such as adultery, drunkenness,
and murder; but never had one person confessed the sin of covetous-
ness?” I asked this frined whether he could tell me why it was, and he
made me this answer, which certainly did take me rather aback. He
said, “I suppose it is because the sin is so extremely rare.” Blind soul !
I told him that, on the other hand, I feared the sin was so very com-
mon that people did not know when they were covetous, and that the
man who was most covetous of all was the last person to suspect himself
of it. I feel persuaded that it is so. Covetousness breeds an insensi-
bility in the heart, a mortification in the conscience, a blindness in the
mind. It is as hard to convict a man of it as to make a deaf ear hear
of its own deficiencies. You cannot make a horse-leech see the im-
propriety of desiring to suck; to all your expostulations it renders the
one answer, “ Give, give.” Covetousness goes about in disgnise. Inthe
“Holy War” we read that, when Diabolus sent traitors to lurk about
the town of Mansoul, he sent among the rest a young fellow named
Covetousness ; but when he entered into the town of Mansoul, he took
the name of Mr. Prudent Thrifty, and he was engaged at once as a
servant, I think it was in the house of Mr. Conscience, the Recorder.
He seemed such a likely young man, this youth of the name of Prudent
Thrifty. Now, mind you, friends, when you are taking a servant, that
you do not engage one of the name of Prudent Thrifty; for I have in-
formation that he comes of the family of the Greedies, and that his true
name is “Covetousness,” though it may be long before you find it out.
His near relations are the Screws, the Skinflints, and the Graballs; but
he will not own them, but always mentions his great-uncle, Squire
Prudence, and his mother’s brother, Professor Economy, of the Uni-
versity of Accumulation. You will have need to carry your eyes in
your head if you mean to practise the precept, *“ Let your conversation
be without covetousness, and be content with such things as ye have.”

I am exceedingly glad that the Apostle Paul had met with certain
covetous Hebrews. This epistle was written, by a Hebrew of the He-
brews, to the Hebrews; and Hebrews, from Jacob downwards, were
never quite free from this sin. They are not so to-day. I am glad he
met with some of them ; because, in giving an exhortation to them, he let
drop one of the choicest pearls in all the treasury of God's Word, a
%esrl which Gentiles will prize as much as their brethren of Jewry.

ere it is—“ For he hath said, I will never leave thee, nor forsake
thee.” This is the reason why we must not be covetous. There is no
room to be covetous, no excuse for being covetous, for God hath said,
“I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee.” We ought to be content.
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If we are not content, we are acting insanely, seeing the Lord has said,
I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee.” If we have God’s presence,
God’s help, God’s covenant favour, God’s gracious providence, God’s
covenant engagements for our good; what can we want more ?

I. The first observation I am going to make upon this most weighty
text is this: THAT A WORD OF THE LORD IS OF GREAT WEIGHT TO A
BELIEVER. Paul said, “Let your conversation be without covetous-
ness;”’ and there was weight in that. He added, “ Be content with
such things as ye have;” and there was weight in that also, for there was
inspiration at the back of each sentence. But when he went on to say,
“ FOR HE HATH SAID,” and to bring in the personality of God as dis-
tinctly speaking to each ome of us, saying, “I will never leave thee,
nor forsake thee,” then he felt that he had brought the weightiest
argument that he himself, as an inspired man, could think of. When
Jehovah himself speals, there is no excuse for doubting, questioning,
or answering again. When God himself deals with our souls, we are
like wax under the seal ; at least, we desire to be so.

I want you, my hearer, to discern whose child you are by this. I
observe, growing up everywhere, a trifling with the Word of God, a
questioning of this, and a questioning of that. I am not half so much
concerned about the false doctrine that is being taught, when the
teacher of it thinks he gets it from the Bible, as I am when I find men
treating the Bible as though it were just nothing at all, or, at least, an
exceedingly small matter. If the Scripture stands in their way, our
modern divines drive a tunnel through it, as readily as men make a
railroad through a hill. They toss the sacred Book on one side, as if
it were quite a common document which might be treated with indif-
ference, since the age has outgrownits Bible. Now, mark this : by this
shall you know whether you are a child of God, or not ; by the respect
that you have to your Father’s Word. If you have small respect for
that Word, the evidences of a bastard are upon you.

If you tremble at God’s Word, if you stand in awe of it, if you
can read the one hundred and nineteenth Psalm through, and can
join with David in intense delight in the Law of God, you have the
traits of a true-born child of God, and the Book is yours, with all that
it contains ; but if not, you are one of the children of that evil one who
questioned the Word of the Lord in the beginning, and continues to
deny it to this day. If you pick and choose in the teachings of inspira-
tion ; if you believe this, and slight that, you make yourself a judge
of that which is your Judge, and you have not the tokens of a child of
God. See well to this; for there is more in this test than quibblers
will allow. That which they lightly esteem is precious in the sight of
the Lord. If you are a child of God, you may find it needful to protest
against what I say on my own authority ; for what am I but a poor
creature like yourself ? If you are a child of God, you may have to
stand out against even that which is a settled doctrine among renowned
divines, for we know no human authority in the church of God; but
if you are a child of God, a_single text will be enough for you. I set
a solitary passage of God’s Word against a Sanhedrim of philosophers.
They may argue and dogmatize as they will; but one Word from the
mouth of the Lord has more weight than all their counsels. If
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God’s light and God’s Word are mot in them, we need not pay
regard to them. Even the babe in grace shall triumph, by the aid
of God’s Word, over the most learned and mighty of those who
despise the Book. The day is coming when all this “ modern thought ”
will pass away like the leaves in antumn, How soon shall the white
frost of scientific infidelity pass from off the face of the Lord’s green
pastures! O Jerusalem, those who invade thee shall be as the foam
upon the waters! Where is the scribe? Where are the counters of
the towers? God hath made nothing of the great ones, and made
foolishness of the wisdom of this world. By this shall ye know the
children of God—one Word of God has weight and authority with them ;
but the seed of the serpent still say, ¢ Yea, hath God said ?”

See then the argument: * Let your conversation be without covetous-
ness; and be content with such things as ye have: for ke Aath said.”
That “ He hath said” iz the hammer which drives the nail home, and
clinches it, with every true child of God.

II. My second observation is this: THE WORD OF THE LORD MAY
HAVE A THOUSAND FULFILMENTS.

When man makes a promise, and he keeps it, that promise is done
with. You cannot expect a banker to pay a cheque a seconc time,
The merchant who duly meets his bill once has met it once for all, and
the document is henceforth of no value. But when God makes a promise
he falfils it, fulfils it, and fulfils it, again, and again, and again, to the
same man, and to hundreds of other men. The Lord’s promise once
given is never recalled. He does as good as give forth each inspired
promise every moment anew: he is for ever promising that which is
once promised in his Word. He has made a promise for all time when
he has once made it. So long as there shall be need of such a promise,
God will never speak in secret, in a dark place of the earth, and revoke
what he has said.

“ Engraved as in eternal brass
The mighty promise shines;
Nor can the powers of darkness rase
Those everlasting lines.”

Now, I do not think this particular promise is recorded anywhere in
the Old Testament in these exact words. There are great differ-
ences between the Hebrew and the Septuagint; and this particular
Greek text, “ He hath said, I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee,”
is not to be found with exact accuracy in either. I suspect that this is,
in fact, a household word of the Lord our God, which, though you find
the like of it in Scripture, need not to have been expressly recorded
there, because essentially, and from the very nature of things, it must
be true of Jehovah our God. He who is the God of grace, and of
immutable love, has virtually said, by his very nature, to those that seek
his face, “I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee.” All that we know
about God says, ““I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee.” All that
we have ever experienced about God, all that our fathers have ex-
perienced, goes to show that Jehovah does not forsake his people, nor
cast away those whom he did foreknow.

Still, this promise i8 in the Word of God—if not in the letter of it
exactly,yet in the full meaning and spirit of it, which is more. For






