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“The Lord will go before you; and the God of Israel will be your rereward,”—Isaiah lii. 12.

Tre Church of Christ is continually represented under the figure of an army; yet
its Captain is the Prince of Peace; its object is the establishment of peace, and its
soldiers are men of a peaceful disposition. The spirit of war is at the extremely
opposite point to the spirit of the gospel. Yet nevertheless, the church on earth
has, and until the second advent must be, the church militant, the church
armed, the church warring, the church conquering. And how is this? Itisin
the very order of things that so it must be. Truth could not be truth in this
world if it were not a warring thing, and we should at once suspect that it were
not true if error were friends with it. The spotless purity of truth must always
be at war with the blackness of heresy and lies. I say again, it would cast a sus-
picion upon its own nature; we should feel at once that it wif! not true, if it were
not at enmity with the false. And so at this present time, the church of Christ,
being in herself the only incarnation of truth left upon this world, must be at
war with error of every kind of shape ; or if she were not, we should at once con-
clude that she was not herself the church of the living God. It is but a rule of
Dnature that holiness must be at enmity with sin. That would be but a mock purity
which could lie side by side with iniquity and claim its kinship. ¢Shall the throne
of iniquity have fellowship with thee?” Shall Christ and Belial walk together?
Shall the holy be linked with the unholy? If it were so, beloved, we might then
not only suspect that the church was not the holy, universal and apostolic church;
we might not only suspect it, but we might beyond suspicion pronounce a verdict
upon her, “ Thou art no more Christ’s bride; thou art an antichrist, an apostate.
Reprobate silver shall men call thee, because thou hast not learned to distinguish
between the precious and the vile.” Thus, you see, if the church be a true church,
and a holy church, she must be armed: there are so many untrue things and unholy
things, that she must be perpetually with her sword in her hand, carrying on com-
bat against them. And every child of God proveth by experience that this is the
land of war. We are not yet come to the time when every man shall sit under his
vine and under his fig tree, none daring to make him afraid. The mountains do
not bring peace to the people, nor the little hills righteousness. On the contrary,
the children of God hear the sound of war; the shrill clarion is constantly
sounding in their ears; they are compelled to carry with them the sword and
the shield, and constantly to gird their armour on, for they are not yet come to
the land of peace; they are in an enemy’s country, and every day will convince
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them that such is their position. Now, how comforting is this text to the believer
who recognizes himself as a soldier, and the whole church as an army! The
church has its van-guard: ¢ Jehovah will go before you” The church is also
in danger behind; enemies may attack her in her hinder part, “and the God of
Israel shall be her rereward.” So that the army is safe from enemies in front—
and God alone knoweth their strength; and it is also perfectly secure from any
foes behind, however malicious and powerful they may be; for Jehovah is in the
van, and the covenant God of Israel is behind: therefore the whole army is safe.

I shall first consider this as it respects the church of God ; and then, in the second
place, I shall endeavour to consider it as it respects us, as individual believers. May
God comfort our hearts while considering this precious truth !

I. First, consider THE WHOLE CHURCH OF GOD AS AN ARMY. Remember that
part of the host have crossed the flood ; a large part of the army are standing
this day upon the hills of glory; having overcome and triumphed. As for the rear,
it stretches far into the future; some portions are as yet uncreated; the last
of God’s elect are not perhaps yet in existence. The rear-guard will be brought
up in that day when the last vessel of mercy is full to the brim of grace, the last
prodigal is restored to his Father’s house, and the last of Christ’s redeemed ones
redeemed by power, as they were of old redeemed by blood. Now, cast your eyes
forward to the front of the great army of God’s elect, and you see this great
truth coming up with great brilliance before you: ¢Jehovah shall go before you.”
Is not this true? Have you never heard of the eternal counsel and of the ever-
lasting covenant? Did that not go before the church? Yea, my brethren, it went
before manhood’s existence, before the creation of this world that was to be the
stage whereon the church should play its part, before the formation of the universe
itself, when as yet ail things that we now behold were unborn, when God lived
alone in solitary majesty without a fellow, when there were no creatures. If there
were such an eternity, an eternity filled with the Creator, and not one creature
with him, even then it was, that God determined in his mind that he would form a
people to himself who should show forth his praise; it was then that he settled
how men should be redeemed; it was then the council of peace was held between
the three divine persons, and it was determined that the Father should give the
Son, that the Son should give himself, that the Holy Spirit should be the active
agent to fetch out all the lost sheep, and restore them to the fold. Oh! think,
beloved, of that great text which says, “His goings forth were of old, even from
everlasting.” Do not think that the gospel is a new thing; it is older than your
hoary mountains, nay, it is older than the firsthorn sons of light. Before that
“beginning,” when God created the heavens and the earth, there was another
“beginning,” for “*In the beginning was the ‘"Word, and the Word was with God,
and the Word was God.” And assuredly, the Gospel was ever in the Word, for
Jesus was set up from everlasting as the great head of the covenant of grace.
Behold, then, the glorious Jehovah in the Trinity of his persons, treading the
pathless depths of eternity, that a way for his elect might be prepared herein. He
has gone before us.

Take another view of the case. Jehovah shall go before you. Has he not gone
before his church in act and deed? Perilous has been the journey of the church
from the day when first it left Paradise even until now. When the church left
Paradise, I say, for I believe that Adam and Eve were in the church of God, for
I believe that both of them were redeemed souls, chosen of God, and precious.
I see God give the promise to them before they leave the garden, and they
go out from the garden, the church of God. Since that time, what a path
has the church had to tread, but how faithfully has Jehovah led the way. We see
the floods gather round about her, but even then she floats safely in the ark
which Jehovah had provided for her beforehand, for the Lord had gone before her.
I see the church going out from Ur of the Chaldees. It is but a little church,
with the patriarch Abraham at its head. I see that little church dwelling in
an enemy's country, moving to and fro; but I observe how the Lord is its constant
leader—“ When they went from one nation to another, from one kingdom to
another people; he suffered no man to do them wrong: yea, he reproved kings for
their sakes; saying, Touch not mine anointed, and do my prophets no harm.” I see
the church afterwards going down to the land of the cruel Pharaohs. It wasa black
part of her pilgrimage, for she was going to the lash of the taskmaster and to the heat
of the burning fiery furnace; but I see Joseph going down before, Jehovah’s great
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representative; Joseph goeth down into Egypt, and he saith, God sent me before
you to provide a place for you in the time of famine.” So sings the Psalmist, “ He
sent a man before them, even Joseph, who was sold for a servant: whose feet they
hurt with fetters: he was laid in iron: until the time that his word came: the
word of the Lord tried him. The king sent and loosed him; even the ruler of the
people, and let him go free. He made him lord of his house, and ruler of all his
substance: to bind his princes at his pleasure; and teach his senators wisdom.
Israel also came into Egypt; and Jacob sojourned in the land of Ham.” But now
the church has to come up out of Egypt, and God goes before her still; “But made
his own people to go forth like sheep, and guided them in the wilderness like a
flock. And he led them on safely, so that they feared not: but the sea overwhelmed
their enemies.” The Red Sea is before them; Jehovah goes in front and dries up
the sea. The desert must then be trodden; Jehovah marches in front, and scatters
manna with both his hands; he splits the rock, and sends out a living stream.
For forty years the church wanders there; Jehovah is with them; the fiery cloud-
pillar leads them all their journey through. And now they come to the banks of
Jordan; they are about to enter into the promised land; Jehovah goes before them,
and the Jordan is driven back, and the floods aredry. They came into the country
of the mighty ones, the sons of Anak, men that were of the race of giants; but
Jehovah was goune before them; the hornet was sent and the pestilence, so that
when they came they said it was a land that did eat up the inhabitants thereof,
for God himselt with the sword and the pestilence was mowing down their foes
that they might be an easier victory. * And he brought them to the border of his
sanctuary, even to this mountain, which his right hand had purchased. He cast
out the heathen also before them, and divided them an inheritance by line, and
made the tribes of Israel to dwell in their tents.”

But why need I go through all the pages of the history of the church of God in.
the days of the old dispensation? Hath it not been true from the days of John the
Baptist until now? Brethren, how can ye account for the glorious triumphs of the
church if ye deny the fact that God has gone before her? I see the church emerge,
as it were, from the bowels of Christ. Twelve fishermen—what are these to do?
Do? Why they are to shake the world, to uproot old systems of paganism that have
become venerable, and whose antiquity seems a guarantee that men will never
renounce them. These men are to blot out the name ot Jupiter; they are to cast
Venus from her licentious throne; they are to pull down the temple of Delphos,
scatter all the oracles, and disrobe the priests: these men are to overthrow a
system and an empire of error that has stood for thousands of years—a system
which has brought in to its help all the philosophy of learning and all the pomp
of power;—these twelve fishermen are to do it. And they have done it, they
have done it. The gods of the heathens are cast down; they only remain among
us as memorials of men’s folly; but who bows down to Jupiter now? Where
is the worshipper of Ashtaroth? Who calls Diana a divinity? The twelve fisher-
men have done it; they have erased from the world the old system of superstition;
it seemed old as the eternal hills, yet have they dug up its foundations and scattered
them to the winds. Could they have accomplished it unless Jehovah had been in
th.e van and led the way? No, beloved, if ye read the history of the church, ye
will be compelled to confess that whenever she went forward she could discern the
footsteps of Jehovah leading the way. Our missionaries in these later times tell us
that, when they went to the South Seas to preach the gospel, there was an evident
preparedness in the minds of the people for the reception of the truth, and I believe
th.at at this time, if the church were trpe to herself, there are nations and people and
tribes that are just in the condition of the ancient Canaanites: the hornet is among
them making way for the Lord’s army to win an easy conquest. But sure I am
that never minister ascends the pulpit, if he be a true minister of Christ;
hever missionary crosses the sea, never Sunday-school teacher goes to his worlk,
but that J'ehovah goes before him to help him if he gees in earnest prayer and
coastant faith. If I were a poet I think I have a subject that might suggest a
grand epic poem—the march of the church through the world, with Jehovah in her
fore front. See, when first she comes forth, * the kings of the earth stand up, and
the rulers take counsel together, against the Lord and against his anointed.” Alas,
poor church, what is now thy fate ? But I hear a voice a-head. What is it? It
is a laugh. Who laughs?” Why the leader of the army laughs. “He that
sitteth in the heavens shall laugh at them. The Lord shall have them in
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derision.” And shall we that arc behind be mourning? Shall the church tremble?
Let her call to mind the days of old, and comfort herself, that the Breaker has
gone up before her, and the King at the head of her. But the enemy approaches
They bring out the rack, the bloody sword, the burning faggot. The march of
the church lies through the flames, the floods must be forded, torments must be.
endured. Did the church ever stop a moment in its march for all the martyrdoms
that fell upon her like the drops of a fiery shower? Never, never did the church
seem to march on with feet so ready, never were her steps so firm as when she
dipped her foot each time in blood, and every moment passed through the fire.
It was the marvel of those days that men were better Christians then, and more
willing to make a profession of Christ than they are even now. And whercas
this seems to be the day of cravens, the time of persecution was the age of heroes,
the time of the great and the bold. And why? Because God had gone beforehand
with his church, and provided stores of grace for stores of trouble, shelter and mercy
for tempests and persecution, abundance of strength for a superfluity of trial.
Happy is the church because God has gone before her. Whether it were over
the tops of the mountains, where her pastors fell frozen by cold, or whether it
were in the depths of the dungeon where her confessors expired upon the rack,
whether it were in the flame or at the block, everywhere God went before his
church, and she came forth triumphant because her great vanguard had cleared
the way.

And now, beloved, we have come to the sweet part of the text, which saith,
“ And the God of Isracl shall be the rereward.” The original Hebrew is, “ God of
Israel shall gather you up.” Armies in the time of war diminish by reason of
stragglers, some of whom desert, and others of whom are overcome by fatigue;
but the army of God is “gathered up;"” none desert from it if they be real soldiers
of the cross, and none drop down upon the road. The God of Israel gathers them
up. He who goes before, like a shepherd before the flock, providing pasture for
them, comes behind that he may gather the lambs in his arms—that he may
gently lead those that are with young. *The God of Israel is your rereward.” Now
the church of Christ has been frequently attacked in the rear. It often happens
that the enemys, tired of opposing the onward march by open persecution, attempts
to malign the church concerning something that has either been taught, or revealed,
or done in past ages. Now, the God of Israel is our rereward. Iam never at
trouble about the attacks of infidels or heretics, however vigorously they may assault
the doctrines of the Gospel, Iwill Jeave them alone ; I have no answer for their
logic; if they look to be resisted by mere reason, they look in vain; I have
the simple answer of an affirmation, grounded upon the fact that God had
said it. It is the only warfare [ will enter into with them. If they must
attack the rear let them fight with Jehovah himself. If the doctrines of the
Gospel be as base as they say they are, let them cast discredit upon God, who
revealed the doctrines; let them settle the question between God’s supreme wisdom
and their own pititul pretensions to knowledge. It is not for Christian men to
fear about the rear of the church. The doctrines of the Gospel, which are like the
heavy baggage carried in the rear, or like the great guns kept behind against the
time when they are wanted in the hour of battle, these are quite safe. The
Aunalekites may fall upon the stuff, or the Philistines may attack the ammunition,
all is safe, for God is in the rereward ; and let them but appear against our rear,
and they shall instantly be put to the rout.

But | am thinking that perhaps the later trials of the church may represent
the rereward. There are to come, perhaps, to the church, in days that are
approaching, fiercer persecutions than she has ever known. We cannot tell, we
are no pretenders to prophecy, but we know that it always has been so with the
church—a time of prosperity and then a period of persecution. She has a Solo-
mon, and she reigns in all her glory under his shadow; but in after years
Antiochus oppresses her, and she needs a Judas Maccabzus to deliver her.
Perhaps we are living in an age too soft for the church. The Capuan holidays that
ruined the soldiers of Hannibal may ruin the church now ; ease and lack of
persecution may put us off our guard. Perhaps, there may come yet fiercer times
for us. I know not what is meant by the battle of Armageddon, but some-
times I fear we are to expect trial and trouble in years to come ; but certain I
am, however fierce those troubles shall be, that God, who has gone before his
church in olden times, will gather up the rear, and she who has been Ecclesia victriz—
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the church, the conqueror, will still be the same, and her rear shall constitute at
last a part of the church triumphant, even as already glorified.

Can you now conceive the last great day when Jehovah, the Trereward shall
gather up his people ? The time is come; the last of the salt is about to be
removed ; the church of God is now about to be carried up to dwell with her
husband. Do you see the church moving upwards towards heaven? B:hind
her she leaves a world in flames ; she sees the earth destroyed, God removes it asa
shepherd’s tent ; the inhabitants thereot are gone, anil the tent must be folded up ;
as a vesture shall they be folded up, and they shall be changed. But between
the church and a blazing world, between the church and the terrible destruction of
hell, there is the bright pillar of God’s presence—black to his enemies behind, but
bright to his church in front. The closeof the great dispensation of the Mediator
shall be that the God of Israel shall be all in all, his church shall be completely
safe; he shall have gathered up all things in one, whether they be things in
heaven or things on earth. Then shall the sonnet of the poet be more than fulfilled
to the rejoicing and perfected church.

“Daughter of Zion, awake from thy sadness,
Awake, for thy foes shall oppress thee no more;
Bright o’er thy hills dawns the day-star of glaunss;
Arise, for the night of thy sorrow is o’er.

Strong were thy foes, but the arm that subdued them,

And scatter’d their legions, was mightier far;

They fled, like the chaff, from the scourge that pursued them,
Vain were their steeds, and their chariots of war,

Daughter of Zion, the power that hath saved thee
Extoll’d with the harp and the timbrel should be:
Shout, for the foe is destroy’d that enslaved thee,
The oppressor is vanquish’d, and Zion is free.”

I, Let us turn to the second part of the sermon. We are now come to the
last Sabbath of the year. Two troubles present themselves, the future and the past.
We shall soon launch into another year, and hitherto we have found our years,
years of trouble. We have had mercies, but still we find this house of our pil-
grimage is not an abiding city, not_a mansion of peace and comfort. Perhaps we
are trembling to go forward. Foreseeing trouble, we know not how we
we shall be able to endure to the end, We are standing here and pausing for a
while, sitting down upon the stone of our Ebenezer to rest ourselves, gazing
dubiously into the future, saying, * Alas! what shall 1 do? Surely, I shall one
day fall by the hand of the encmy.” Brother, arise, arise ; anoint your head, and
wash your face, and fast no longer ; let this sweet morsel now cheer you ; put this
bottle to your lips, and let your eyes be enlightened : * The Lord Jehovah will go
before you.” He has gone before vou already. Your future path has all been
marked out in the great decrees of his predestination. You shall not tread a step
which is not mapped out in the great chart of God’s decree. Your troubles have
been already weighed for you in the scales of his love ; your labour is already set
aside for you to accomplish by the hand of his wisdom. Depend upon it.

“Your times of trial and of grief,
Your times of joy and sweet relief,
All shall come and last and end
As shall please your heavenly Friend.”

Remember, you are not a child of chance. If you were, you might indeed fear.
You will go nowhere next year except where God shall send you. You shall be thrust
into the hot coals of the fire, bnt God shall put you there. You shall perhaps be
much depressed in spirit, but that heaviness shall be for your good, and shall come
from your Father; you shall have the rod, but it shall not be the rod of the wicked
—it shall be in God’s hand. Oh! how comfortable the thought that everything
is in the hand of God, and that all that may occur to me during the future
years of my life is fore-ordained and overruled by the great Jehovah, who is ry
Fatlier and my friend! Now stop, Christian, a moment, and realize the idea
that God has gone before, mapping the way; and then let me ask you if you
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