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DELIVERED oN LonrD’s-DAY MORNING, JANUARY 2971, 1882, BY

C. H. SPURGEON,

AT THE METROPOLITAN TABERNACLE, NEWINGTON.,

“Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that heareth my word, and believeth on him that
sent me, hath everlasting life, and shall not come into condemnation; but is passed
from death unto life.”’—John v. 24.

““Verily, Verily, I say unto you, He that believeth on me hath everlasting life.”’—

John vi. 17. ‘
THE words “ Verily, verily,” as they were solemnly used by our divine
Lord, indicate an utterance of special importance. If Jesus says,
“Verily, verily,” there is something coming to which we should attend
with all our hearts. The subject which he thus introduces is our pos-
scssion of eternal life, and our being delivered from condemnation by
faith in himself. Can any theme be more important ? Many questions
may be asked, but they can all afford to wait till we get the answer to
that first enquiry, “ What must I do to be saved ?” What shall it
profit a man if he compass the whole world of knowledge and knows
not the way of life? If he wins a world in this life, what will that avail
him if he misses the life everlasting? It is very considerate on our
Lord’s part to call us with such great solemnity to think about our souls
and eternal life. Let us attend to his appeal. Come hither, dear
hearer, and bend over the words which Jesus commends to you with
a double NorA BENE, saying, “Verily, verily.”

Our Lord used this “ Verily, verily ” to denote a clear and certain
revelation. There must be an end to all doubt when Jesus says, ¢ Verily,
verily.” His ordinary word is true ; for nothing but truth can come
from him who is “the Truth ;”* but when he uses his strongest assevera-
tion, « Verily, verily,” then we must regard the statement with special
reverence if we be indeed his loyal subjects. When Jesus says, “Verily,
verily,” we see two armies of verities gathered around his royal standard.
His declaration is to be accepted as indisputable, immutable, infallible
truth. Do you not agree to this ?

Carefully notice where this certainty lies: it rests solely upon the
word of Jesus—“I say unto you.” In the matter of our salvation
carnal reason never arrives at certainty. Mere argument can never
bring a troubled heart to a sure anchorage. The certainty which Christ
sets before us rests upon his own solemn assertion. Instead of proof

No. 1,642.



62 METROPOLITAN TABERNACLE PULPIT.

the incarnate Son of God gives us—* Verily, verily, I say unto you.”
If you are his disciples indeed, and would cnjoy the benefits of hig
salvation, you must accept your Lord’s statement without question.
Doubts and reasonings must lie down at his feet, and it must be enongh
that Jesus says it. The dpse dizit of a mere man.is not enough; hat
those of us who adore the Lord Jesus as the Son of God desire no better
assurance than the word of his lips. Ilere is our ultimate ground of
faith, our main argument with mankind, our final answer to Satan, and
the eternal quictus of every misgiving :—Jesus says i¢. We shall never
arrive at certainty as to the life everlasting except by a conviction that
Jesus Christ, the Son of God, is infallible in everything that he says. I
had rather have onc word from Jesus than volumes of human reason-
ings, however conclusive they may appear. Our judgment has often
deceived us, even our senses play us false, and our emotions are no more
to be depended on than the winds and waves ; but here is arocky founda-
tion, firm as the pillars of heaven,—* Verily, verily, I say unto you.”

It is clear that the teaching of this present verse must be accepted
by all Christians, They must either believe it or reject their Lord,
for he does, as it were, stake his own character for truth upon this
utterance by prefacing it with “I say unto you.” Jesus does not leave
the way of life a moot point, but decides it with all authority, states it
in plain terms, and sets it forth formally in a declaration for which he
will be responsible for ever. If you reject this teaching, you must reject
the Teacher himself. Nothing of authority remains to Jesus if you take
liberty to question this point; for he docs not put it as a matter of
report, or inference, but as a truth to be accepted on his own authority :
“Verily, verily, I say unto you.”

T have heard some who call themselves Christians talk about the
doctrine of salvation through faith in Christ as if it were a mere theory
of what they are pleased to call the Evangelical School: but is it so?
Is it not our Lord’s own teaching? Our opponents have full liberty to
canvass the peculiar tenets of a party, and the more they do so the
better; bub this teaching is none of ours, it is the teaching of him whom
these critics call Master and Lord. Is this their reverence for the Son
of God? Do they challenge him to his face, and question that which
he asserts with a double verily, and certifies by the dignity of his person
and the veracity of his character?

I am equally at issue with those who admit the doctrine of justifica-
tion by faith and then add that it is to be guardedly stated and cautiously
presented. Does Jesus teach dangerous doctrine? This truth is con-
stantly assailed by the carnally wise ; but is that a reason for mistrusting
it when Jesus puts it forward in such a form ?  Understand clearly that
if you reject the doctrine of life through believing you reject the
authority of Jesus. It is uscless to talk about being a Christian if
you are not prepared to believe what Jesus Christ asserts; for one of
the first requisites for a true disciple is faith in his Master. What
kind of follower can he be who takes liberty to question when his
Master stands erect in all the dignity of his glorious perfection and
cries, ¢ Verily, verily, I say unto you”? Are any of you such hypo-
crites as to call yourselves Christians and give Christ thelie? Dare
you treat him as if he were one of yourselves, to be disputed with and
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oriticized at pleasnrc? This is not reverence, but rejection—I might
justly call it blasphemy.

Note well the verse which precedes the text: ¢ That all men should
honour the Son, even as they honour the Father. e that honoureth
not the Son honoureth not the Father which hath sent him.” On
the heels of that claim comes this assertion of everlasting life through
hearing his word and believing on him that sent him: as much as to
say, “ Believe what I am now about to say, even as if the Father spake,
for implicit faith is due to me. If you would honour me believe in me;
but if you refuse what I say, you do me the greatest dishonour.” Jesus
regards this point as being so vital that he pledges his own character
for veracity as a guarantee for the doctrine. He does as good as say,
“ If you would honour me, believe this truth which I now declare upon
my own authority.”

1 feel this morning great restfulness of heart as to what I have to say.
I shall not speak at haphazard upon a matter of opinion, speculation,
or probability, nor shall I beg your consent and agreement thereto as
a matter of favour; I stand fair and square before you, and I demand
the assent of all who profess and call themselves Christians upon a point
which Jesus has set at rest for ever. by the solemn declaration, “ Verily,
verily, I say unto you, he that believeth in me hath everlasting life.”
Such as are prepared to reject the authority of the ILord Jesus may do
so, to them I have no word this morning; but to all such as own his
Messiahship and Deity I present the doctrine of the text as worthy of
all acceptation. May the Holy Spirit help me to set it out with clear-
ness, and enable you to receive it into your inmost souls.

Our Saviour is speaking of a great blessing, and our first head is the
person to whom this blessing comes,— He that heareth my word and
believeth on him that sent me hath everlasting life.”” We shall speak,
secondly, upon ke blessing dtself,—* He hath cverlasting life, and shall
not come into condemnation; but is passed from death unto life”’; and
thirdly, and this will be the point I shall lay most stress upon, the
singular assurance will which it is stated, the wonderful firmness and
distinctness with which it is asserted by the Master, and backed up
with, “ Verily, verily, I say unto you.”

I. First, then, TIIL PERSON TO WHOM THIS BLESSING COMES. Read
the passage, and you notice, first, that the privileged individual is a
hearer who 1s also a believer. “ He that hearcth my word, and believeth
on him that sent me, hath everlasting life.” It does not appear from
our text that everlasting life is communicated by drops of water, or in
any other ceremonial manner ; but the command is, “ Hear, and your
soul shall live.” Men are not expected to believe that which they have
never heard; they are not to take the articles of the church rolled up,
as it were, into a pill, silver-coated, and to swallow them, be they what
they may, without instruction. We are to act towards saving truth as
we do in reference to other information: we are to hear it with atten-
tion, and so receive it. Those who find cverlasting life first hear of
Jesus, his mission, his person, his work, his sufferings, his offices, his
power, and the blessings he has come to communicate: listening to
all this, they arc grateful for being permitted to hear things which
kings and prophets desired to hear but heard not. Do mot expeet
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that you can be saved if you shut your ears to the gospel. Do not
reckon that the same blessing will come to you if you carelessly walk the
streets on the Sabbath as might come to you if you were diligent in
listening to the word of the Redecmer. Hear what the Lord saith, and
let your whole heart yield itself to the truth.

But these people, while they. are hearers to begin with, do not stop
there; they becomebelievers. They believe that Jesus is the appointed
Saviour, and they accept him as such for themselves. They believe
that his blood cleanses men from sin, and therefore they trust in his
blood to cleanse them, and are cleansed by it. Since his righteousness
justifies, they are glad to accept that righteousness, and so to be justi-
fled. Theirs is not a dreamy, inactive hearing ; but when they know
the trath, they practise what they know. They not only know that the
brazen serpent will heal, but they look to it and are healed. I am
talking to some of the best hearers in the world, and yet I fear that
many of you come short, because you are hearers only, and not doers
of that word which saith, “ Believe and live.”

Note again, these favoured persons are believers who remain hearers
i the fullest sense. These persons believe in God who hath sent the
Lord Jesus into the world, and consequently they believe that what
Jesus says must be true, and then they hear his voice with a discerning,
spiritual ear. Our Lord uses the word “ hear ” in a special sense when
he says, “ My sheep hear my voice.” They hear their Shepherd, but
they know not the voice of strangers. * Blessed are the people thac
know the joyful sound. They shall walk, O Lord, in the light of thy
countenance.” Believers are taught of the Lord to perceive the differ-
ence between truth and error, between the teachings of mere legalists
and the voice of the gospel of grace. Of others it is said, “their ears
are dull of hearing”; but upon these a miracle of grace has been
wrought, so that they hear the voice of the Son of God. Dear friend,
is this your case? Is the name of Jesus sweet to you? Is a promise
pronounced by his voice most comforting to your soul? Then be of
good cheer, for you have everlasting life and come not under condemna-
tion. You are resting upon the faithful promise of the Father, brought
to you by the word of his own Son, and because of this you are
quickened and justified. Jesus declares it is so. Do not doubt him,
lest you do despite to that blessed “ Verily, verily” with which he
prefaces the word.

The quickened ones are described in our second text as believers in the
Lord Jesus.  “ He that believeth in me hath everlasting life.”” They
have a personal faith in a personal Saviour. They believe that God
must punish sin, that God has punished sin in the person of Jesus,
and that he has therefore set forth his Son Jesus Christ to be a pro-
pitiation for sin, that “ whosoever believeth in him might not perish, bat
have everlasting life.” This they believe, and on this they lean the full
weight of their souls. Jesus says, *“Come un‘o me, all ye that labour
and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest”; and they come to him
for rest, and receive rest. This is the main point in the character of
those who have everlasting life : they are not here said to do anything,
or achieve anything, but they believe in Jesus the Christ. )

The saved are also described as believers in Jesus bscause of the wilness
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of the Father. “He that heareth my word, and believeth on him that sent
me.” Why do I believe that Jesus Christ is my Saviour ? Because
the Father hath sent him, and borne witness to him. I am sure that he
can save me, for he is divincly commissioned, divinely furnished, and
the pleasure of the Lord must prosper in his hand. I believe to-day that
he who came to the waters of Jordan to be baptized was the Son of God,
for the Father said, “This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well
pleased.” I believe that he who went up to the mountain, and was
transfigured in the presence of his three disciples, was the Son of God ;
for once again the Father said in an audible voice, “This is my
beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased. Hear ye him.” I believe
that Jesus Christ can save me; for when he prayed a voice was heard
from heaven bearing witness that he was heard of the Father. The
people that stood by knew not the meaning, but said that it thundered :
yet there were some that heard that voice, and knew it to be the wit-
ness of the Lord. Those who have everlasting life believe in Jesus as
the Christ of God, because the Father has given witness to him in
many ways—Dby an audible voice, by miracles, by the gift of the Holy
Spirit, and by constantly fulfilling in the ministry of Christ’s word the
promises which he made unto us in connection therewith. This faith
in God our Father and in our Lord Jesus Christ saves the soul.

But notice, that our Lord has spoken these words of every such
believer : “ He that heareth my word, and believeth on him that sent me,
hath everlasting life.” Whatever else he may have or may not have,
this is the vital point. “ But, Lord, he is full of fault and imperfec-
tion.” There is no exception madc on that ground ; for * by him all that
believe are justified from all things.” *‘But the believing man makes
many mistakes in points of theology.” Nothing is said in the text as to
crrors upon other points ; but the text positively saith, « Verily, verily,
I say unto you, He that heareth my word, and believeth on him that sent
me, hath everlasting life.” If there be genuine faith in Jesus, there will
be a sincere desire to understand all his teachings, and a readiness to
believe them ; but as for ignorances and mistakes, they are covered
with all our other sins by the great atonement which is received by
faith. “But, Lord, he is himself afraid that he has not attained to
cverlasting life. He trembles lest he should be found wanting when
put into the balances.” No exception is made on account of timidity
and diffidence. If any man believeth in Christ Jesus, the statement is
made absolutely of him and of everyone like him, that he “hath ever-
lasting life.”  Old or young, rich or poor, learned or illiterate, talented
or obscure, there is no difference : all believers have everlasting life.

But, mark you, there is no stalement made as to the salvation of any
other sort of person. Nothing is said about the baptized person who is
not a believer. He has been made a member of Christ, an heir of God,
and an inheritor of the kingdom of heaven in baptism, according to the
Prayer-book ; but is it true ? Our text says nothing about the bap-
tized, confirmed, and sacramented unbeliever having everlasting life :
there is not a word like it from Genesis to Revelation. Other books
may say what they will ; but this Book of God makes no account of any
man who is devoid of faith. Did you tell me that such a one has been
a professor of religion for many years, and his outward life has been most






