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‘“ My brethren, count it all joy when ye fall into divers temptations: knowing this,
that the trying of your faith worketh patience. But let patience have her perfect work,
that ye may be perfect aud entire, wanting nothing.”’—James i. 2, 3, .

JAMES calls the converted among the twelve tribes his brethren.
Christianity has a great uniting power: it both discovers and creates
relationships among the sons of men. It reminds us of the ties of
nature, and binds us with the bonds of grace. Every one that is born
of the Spirit of God is brother to every other that is born of the same
Spirit.  Well may we be called brethren, for we are redeemed by one
blood; we are partakers of the same life; we feed upon the same
heavenly food; we are united to the same living head; we seek the
same ends; we love the same Father: we are heirs of the same proimises ;
and we shall dwell for ever together in the same heaven. Wheretore, let
Lrotherly love continue; let us love one another with a pure heart fer-
vently, and manifest that love, not in word only, but in deed and in truth.
Whatever brotherhood may be a sham, let the brotherhood of believers
be the most real thing beneath the stars.

Beginning with this word “brethren,” James shows a true brotherly
sympathy with believers in their trials, and this is a main part of
Christian fellowship. < Bear ye one another’s burdens, and so falfil the
law of Christ.” If we are not tempted ourselves at this moment, others
are : let us remember them in our prayers ; for in due time our turn
will come, and we shall be put into the crucible. As we would desire
to receive sympathy and help in our hour of need, let us render it freely
to those who are now enduring trial. Let us remember those that are
in bonds, as bound with them, and those that safter affliction as being
ourselves also in the body. Remembering the trials of his brethren,
James tries to cheer them, and therefore he says, “ My brethren, count
it all joy when ye fall into divers trials.” It is a part of our high
calling to rise ourselves into confidence; and it is also our duty to see
that none of our brethren despoud, much less despair. The whole
tendency of our holy faith is to eievate and to encourage. Grace breeds
Do sorrow, excepk the healthy sorrow which comes with saving repent-
ance glnd leads to the joy of pardon : it comes not to make men miserable,
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but to wipe all tears from their eyes. Our dream is not of devils
descending a dreary staircase to hell, but of angels ascending and
descending upon a ladder, the top of which leads to the shining throne
of God. The message of the gospel is one of joy and gladness, and
were it universally understood and received this world would be no
longer a wilderness, but it would rejoice and blossom as the rose. Let
grace reign in all hearts, and this earth will become a temple filled with
perpetual song: and even the trials of life will become causes of the
highest joy, so beautifully described by James as “all joy,” as if every
possible delight were crowded into it. Blessed be God, it is our work, not
to upbraid, but to cheer all the brotherhood : we walk in a light which
glorifies everything upon which it falls, and turns losses into gains. We
are able in sober earnest to speak with the afflicted, and bid them be
patient under the chastening hand of God; yea, to count it all joy when
they fall into divers trials because those trials will work out for them
such signal, such lasting good. They may be well content to sow in
tears since they are sure to reap in joy.

Without further preface we will come at once to the text; and observe
that in speaking about affliction, for that is the subject of the text, the
apostle notes, first, the essential point which is assaided by templation,
namely, your faith. Your faith is the target that all the arrows are shot
at ; the farnace is kindled for the trial of your faith. = Notice, secondly,
the invaluable blessing which is thus gained, namely, the proving of your
faith, discovering whether it be theright faith or no. This proof of our
taith is a blessing of which I cannot speak too highly. Then, thirdly,
we may not overlook the priceless virtue which is produced by this process
of testing, namely, patience; for the proving of your faith produces
patience, and this is the soul’s surest enrichment. ~Lastly, in connection
with that patience we shall note the spiritual compleleness which is thus
wromoled : —“ That ye may be perfect and entire, lacking in nothing.”
Perhaps you have noticed the little variations I have made in the text;
bat I am now following the Revised Version, which gives an admirable
rendering. I will read it. “Count it all joy, my brethren, when ye
fall into manifold temptations ; knowing that the proof of your faith
worketh patience. And let patience have its pertect work, that ye may
be perfect and entire, lacking in nothing.”

1. First, let us think a little upon THE ESSENTIAL POINT WHICH IS
ASSAILED by temptation ov trial. /¢ is yowr faith whick is tricd. It is
supposed that you have that faith. Youare not the people of God, you
are not truly brethren unless you are believers. It is this faith of yours
which is peculiarly obnoxious to Satan and to the world which lieth in
the wicked one. If you had no faith they would not be enemies of
yours ; but faith is the mark of the chosen of God, and therefore his focs
become the foes of all the faithfal, spitting their venom specially upoun
their faith. God himself hath put enmity between the serpent and the
woman, between the serpent’s sced and the woman's sced ; and that
eamity must show itself. The serpent bites at the heel of the true seed :
hence mockings, persecutions, temptations, and _trials are sure to besct
the pathway of faith. The hand of faith is against all evil, and all evil
8 against faith. Faith is that blessed grace which is most pleasing to
God, end hence it is most displeasing to the devil By faith Gol is
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greatly glorified, and hence by faith Satan is greatly annoyed. He
rages at faith because he sees therein his own defeat and the victory of

race.

8 Because the trial of your faith brings honour to the Lord, therefore
the Lord himself is sure to try it that out of its trial praise may come to
his grace by which faith is sustained. Our chief end is to glorify God,
and 1f our trials enable us more fully to answer the end of our being it
is well that they should happen unto us. So early in our discourse we
see reason to count it all joy when we fall into manifold trials.

It is by our faith that we are saved, justified, and brought ncar to
God, and therefore it is no marvel that it is attacked. It is by be-
lieving in Christ that we are delivered from the reigning power of sin,
and receive power to become the sons of God. Faith is as vital to sal-
vation as the heart is vital to the body: hence the javelins of the enemy
are mainly aimed at this essential grace. Faith is the standard bearer,
and the object of the enemy is to strike him down that the battle may
be gained. If the foundations be removed what can the righteous do?
If the cable can be snapped whither will the vessel drift? All the
powers of darkness which are opposed to right and trath are sure to
tight against our faith, and manifuld temptations will march in their
legions against our confidence in God.

_ Lt is by our faith that we live ; we began to live by it, and we con-
tinue to live by it, for « the just shall live by faith.” "Once let faith go
and our life is gone ; and hence it is that the powers which war against
us make their main assault upon this royal castle, this key of the whole
position.  Faith is your jewel, your joy, your glory; and the thieves
who haunt the pilgrim way are all in league to tear it from you. Hold
fast, therefore, this your choice treasure.

It is by faith, too, that Christians perform exploits. If men of old
wrought daring and heroic deeds it was by faith. Faith is the fighting
principle and the conquering principle: therefore it is Satan’s policy to
slay it even as Pharaoh sought to kill the male children when Israel
dwelt in Egypt. Roba Christian of his faith and he will be like Samson
when his locks were cut away: the Philistines will be upon him and the
Lord will have departed from him. Marvel not if the full force of the
current shall beat upon your faith, for it is the foundation of your
spiritual house. Oh that your faith may abide steadfast and unmovable
in all present trials, that so it may be found true in the hour of
d'e~a.th and in the day of judgment. ~Woe unto that man whose faith
fails him in this land of peace, for what will he do in the swellings of
Jordan?

Now, think of how faith s tried. According to the text we are said
to fall into “ manifold temptations " or into * divers temptations "—that
1s to say, we may expect very many and very different troubles. In any
case these trials will be most real. The twelve tribes to whom this
epistle was written were a specially tried people, for in the first place
they were, as Jews, greatly persecuted by all other nations, and when
they became Christiaus they were cruelly persecuted by their own people.
A Gentile convert was somewhat less in peril than a Jewish Christian,
for the latter was crushed between the upper and the nether millstones
of Paganism and Juduism. The Israelitisk Christian was usually so
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persecuted by his own kith and kin that he had to flee from them, and
whither could he go, for all other people abhorred the Jews? We are
not in such a plight, but God’s people even to this day will find that
trial isno sham word. The rod in God’s house is no toy toplay with. The
furnace, believe me, is no mere place of extra warmth to which you may
soon accustom yourself: it is often heated seven times hotter, like the
furnace of Nebuchadnezzar, and God’s children are made to know that
the fire burns and devours. Our temptations are no inventions of
nervousness nor hobgobling of dreamy fear. Ye have heard of the
patience of Job—his was real patience, for his afflictions were real,

‘ould each tried believer among us tell his own story [ do not doubt we
ghould convince all who heard us that the troubles and temptations
which we have endured are no fictions of romance, but must be ranked
among the stern realities of actual life.

Ay, and note too, that the trials of Christians are such as would in
themselves lead us into sin, for I take it that our translators would not
have placed the word “temptation ” in the text, and the Devisionists
would not have retained it, if they had not felt that there was a
colouring of temptation in its meaning, and that * trial ” was hardly the
word. The natural tendency of trouble is not to sanctify, but to induce
sin. A man is very apt to become unbelieving under affliction: that is
a sin. He is apt to murmur against God under it: that isa sin. He is
apt to put forth his hand to some ill way of escaping from his difficulty :
and that would be a sin. Hence we are taught to pray, “ Lead us not
into temptation”; because trial has in itself a measuare of temptation,
and if it were not neutralized by abundant grace it would bear us
towards sin. I suppose that every test must have in it a measure of
temptation. The Lord cannot be tempted of evil, neither tempteth he
any man ; but -this is to be understood of his end and design. He
entices no man to do evil ; bat yet he tries the sincerity and faithful-
ness of men by placing them where sin comes in their way, and docs its
best or its worst to ensnare them: his design being that the upright-
ness of his servants may thus be proved, both to themselves and others.
We are not taken out of this world of temptation, but we are kept in it
for our good. Because our nature is depraved it makes occasions for
sin, both out of our joys and our trials, but by grace we overcome the
tendency of nature, and so derive benefit from tribulation. Do I not
speak to many here who at times feel strong impulses towards evil,
especially in the darksome hour when the spirit of evil walks abroad ?
Have you not been mude to tremble for yourselves in seasons of flerce
trial, for your feet were almost gone, your steps had well-nigh slipped.
Is there any virtue that has not been weather-beaten ? Is there any
Jove that has not at times been so tried that it threatened to curdle into
hate? Is there any good thing this side heaven which has marched all
the way in silver slippers ?  Did cver a flower of grace blossom in this
wretched clime without being tried with frost or blight 2 Our way is
up the river ; we have to stem the current, and struggle against a flood
which would readily bear us to destruction. "T'hus, not only trials, but
black temptations assail the Christian’s faith. )

As to what shape they take, we may say this much: the trial or
temptation of each man is distinct from that of every other. When tGod
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did tempt Abraham he was bidden to take his son, his only son, and
offer him upon a mountain for a sacrifice. Nobody here was ever tried
in that way: nobody ever will be. We may have the trial of losing our
child, but certainly not the trial of having a command to offer him in
sacrifice. That was a trial peculiar to Abraham: necessary and useful
to him, though never proposed to us. In the case of the young man in
the gospels, our Lord Jesus tried him with, “ If thou wouldst be perfect,
go and sell that thou hast, and give to the poor, and thou shalt have
treasure in heaven.” Some have dreamed that it must therefore be the
duty of everybody to part with their possessions: but this is idle. It
would not be the duty of any man to offer up his only son ; and it is not
the duty of every man to part with all his goods. These were tests
to particular persons ; and others equally special and searching have been
applied in other cases. We are not to try ourselves, nor to desire other
men’s trials ; it will be well if we endure those which the Lord ap-
puints for us, for they will be wisely chosen. That which would most
severely test me would perhaps be no trial to you ; and that which tries
you might be no temptation to me. This is one reason why we often
judge one another so severely, because feeling ourselves to be strong in
that particular point we argue that the fallen one must have been strong
in that point too, and therefore must have wilfully and earnestly have
determined to do wrong. This may be a cruel supposition. We hastily
conclude that the temptation must have been as feeble in his case as it
would have been in our own ; which is a great mistake, for a tempta-
tion which to you or to me would be no temptation at all, may be to
another individual, of a peculiar constitution and under singular cir-
cumstances, a most fierce and terrible blast from the adversary, before
which he falls mournfully, but not with malice aforethought. * Divers
trials,” says the apostle, and he knew what he said.

And, dear friends, sometimes these divers trials derive great force
from their scemingly surrounding us, and cutting off escape: James
says,—“ Ye fall inio divers temptations” : like men who fall into a pit,
and do not know how to get out; or like soldiers who fall into an am-
buscade ; or travellers in the good old times when two or three footpaths
surrounded them and made them feel that they had fallen into bad
hands. -The tempted see not which way to turn; they appear to
be hemmed in; they are as a bird that is taken in the fowler’s snare.
This it is that makes calamity of our manifold temptations, that they
hedge up our way, and unless faith finds the clue we wander in a
thorny maze.

At times temptation comes suddenly upon us, and so we fall into it.
When we were at rest, and were quiet, suddenly the evil came, like a
lion leaping from the thicket. When Job’s children were eating and
drinking in their elder brother’s house, then suddenly a wind came
from the wilderness, and the patriarch was bereaved: the cattle were
ploughing, the sheep were grazing, the camels were at their service, and
In a mowment, by fire from heaven, and by robber bands, the whole of
these possessions vanished. One messenger had not told his story before
another followed at his heels; Job had no breathing time, the blows tell
thick und fast. The trial of our faith is most severe when divers trials
happen to us when we look not for them. 1s it not strange in the light






