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¢ All that the Father giveth me shall come to me; and him that cometh to me I will
in no wise cast out.”’—John vi. 37.

THESE two sentences have been looked upon as representing two sides
of Christian doctrine. They enable us to see it from two stand-points
—the Godward and the manward. The first sentence contains what
some call high doctrine. If by*high " theymean “ glorious towards God,”
I fully agree with them; for it is a grand, God-honouring truth which
our Lord Jesus declares in these words,— Al that the Father givetl,
me shall come to me.” Some have styled this side of truth Calvinistic;
but while it is true that Calvin taught it, so also did Augustine, and
Paul, and our Lord himself, whose words these are. However, I will
nob quarrel with those who see in this sentence a statement of the great
truth of predestinating grace. The second sentence sets forth blessed,
encouraging, evangelical doctrine, and is in effect a promise and an
invitation,—“ Him that cometh to me I will in no wise cast out.” This
is a statement without limitation of any kind: it has been thought to
leave the free grace of God open to the free will of man, so that whoso-
ever pleases may come and may besure that he will not be refused. We
have no permission to pare down either sentence, mor is there the
slightest need to do so. The first sentence appears to me to say that
God has chosen a people, and has given these people to Christ, and
these people must and shall come to Christ, and so shall be saved.
The second truth declares that every man who comes to Christ shall be
saved, since he shall not be cast out, and that implies that he shall
be received and accepted. These are two great truths; let us carry
them both with us, and they will balance each other.

I was once asked to reconcile these two statements, and I answered,
“No, I never reconcile friends.” These two passages never fell out:
they are perfectly agreed. It is folly to imagine a difference, and then
set about removing it. It is like making a man of straw, and then
going ous to fight with it. The grand declaration of the purpose of God
that he will save his own is quite consistent with the widest declaration
that _V%hosoever will come to Christ shall be saved. The pity is that
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it ever should be thought difficult to hold both truths; or that, suppos-
ing there is a difficulty, we should have thought it our duty to remove
it. Believe me, my dear hearers, the business of removing religious
difficulties is the least remunerative labour under heaven. The truest
way is to accept the diffienlty wherever you find it in God's word, and
to exercise your faith upon it. It is unreasonable to suppose that faith
is to be exempted from trials: all the other graces are exercised, and
why should not faith be put to the test? I often feel a joy within my
spirit in having to believe what 1 cannot understand ; and sometimes
when I have to say to myself, “How can it be?” I find a joy in
replying that it is so written, and therefore it must be so. Instead of
all reasoning stands the utterance of God. Our Father speaks, and
doubts are silenced : his Spirit writes, and we believe. I feel great
pleasnre in gliding down the river of revelation, upon a voyage of
discovery, and hour by hour obtaining fresh knowledge of divine truth;
but where I come toan end of progress, and see my way blocked up by
a sublimely awful difficulty, I find equal pleasure in casting anchor
under the lee of the obstacle, and waiting till the pilot tells me what
next to do. When we cannot go through a truth, we may be led over
it, or round it; and what matters? Our highest benefit comes not of
answering riddles, but of obeying commands by the power of love.
Suppose we can see no further into the subject—what then? Shall we
trouble about that? Must there not be an end of human knowledge
somewhere ? May we not be perfectly satisfied for God to appoint the
boundary of understanding? Let us not therefore run our heads
against difficulties of our own invention, and certainly not against
those which God has seen fit to leave for us.

Take, then, these two truths, and know that they are equally precious
portions of one harmonious whole.  Let us not quibble over them, or
indulge a foolish favouritism for one and a prejudice against the other;
but let us receive both with a candid, large-hearted love of truth, such
as children of God should exhibit. We are not called upon to explain,
but to accept. Let us believe if we cannot reconcile. Here are two
jewels, let us wear them both. As surely as this Book is true, God
has a people whom he has chosen, and whom Christ has redeemed
from among men ; and these must and shall by sovereign grace be
brought in due time to repentance and faith, for not one of them
ghall ever perish. But yet is it equally true, that whosoever among
the sons of men shall come and put his trust in Christ shall receive
eternal life. « Whosoever will, let him take the water of life freely.”

«None are excluded hence but those
Who do themselves exclude.
Welcome the learned and polite,
The ignorant and rude.”

The two truths of my text are by no means inconsistent the one with
the other: they are perfectly agreed. Happy is the man who can
believe them both, whether he sees their agreement or does not see it.

I was cruising one day in the western Highlands. It had been a
splendid day, and the glorious scenery had made our journey like an
excursion to Fairy Land ; but it came to an end, for darkness and night
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asserted their primeval sovereignty. Right ahead was a vast headland
of the isle of Arran. How it frowned against the evening sky! The
mighty rock seemed to overhang the sea. Just ab its base was a little
bay, and into this we steamed, and there we lay at anchorage all night,
safe from every wind that might happen to be seeking out its prey.
In that calm loch we seemed to lie in the mountain’s lap while its hroad
shoulders acreened us from the wind. Now, the first part of my text,
“All that the Father giveth me shall come to me,” rises like a huge
headland high into the heavens. Who shall scale its height ? TUpon
some it seems to frown darkly. But here at the bottom lies the placid,
glassy lake of infinite love and mercy: ¢ Him that cometh to me I will
in no wise vast out.” Steam into it, and be safe under the shadow of
the great rock. You will be the better for the mountain-truth as
your barque snugly reposes within the glittering waters at its foot;
while you may thank God that the text is not all mountain to repel you,
you will be grateful that there is enough of it to secure you.

First, I shall bid you view that goodly mountain, and then we shall
sail into that pleasant loch,

I. _Consider, then, with reverential joy THE ETERNAL PURPOSE.
Our Lord Jesus Christ, when he found that the mass of the people
rejected him, turned round upon them, and said, “Ye believe not,
because ye are not of my sheep.” He knew in his own heart, however,
that if they refused him all would not do so: a number would assuredly
believe on him, Therefore he boldly said, « All that the Father giveth
me shall come to me.” He threw this grand fact in the teeth of his
fierce revilers. It was his own comfort, and their rebuke. Now, I do
not want to throw it at anybody to-night; on the contrary, I desire to
use it as a beckoning finger to any troubled heart that longs to come to
Jesns and be saved.

I saw the other day, round a gentleman’s park, a very strong and
lofty palisade, and to somplete the exclusive apparatus a superabundant
number of tenter-hooks were nailed upon the top of the fence, and a
liberal quantity half-way up. I somewhat jocosely observed upon the
kindness of the proprietor, in placing so many nails for the boys to climb
up by, and so many more for them to hold on by when once they were
up.  * Why,” said my companion, ‘ those tenter-hooks would tear fingers
and clothes to pieces; they are no help to climbers.” ¢ No,” I replied,
ne more help to climbers than the remarks which your minister made
apon the sovereignty of God could be considered to be a help to seekers
of the Lord Jesus.” The good man set forth the truth in the most
awkward and pernicious manner possible ; not making thereof steps for
carnest climbers, but tenter-hooks for unwelcome intruders. 1 never
yet saw such a crowd desirous of salvation that there was the slightest
call for fences and tenter-hooks to keep them out: but F do see so many
tremblers needing encouragement, and so many doubters needing in-
struction, that I delight to turn every word, and promise, and doctrine
of the Lord into sweet invitations to all around me to come and welcome
to the great heart of the Crucified. I am'not afraid that too many wilk
come ; my fears are all in the opposite direction. Oh, that I could hope:
that all my present hearers would come to Jesus at once !

First notice, cavefully, that if all that the Father giveth to Christ shalk
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come to him, then some people shall most surely come to Christ; and
why should not you be among them ? This seems to me to be a sweet
suggestion for the help of despondency when she is at her worst : some
must come to Christ, why should not I come? When the devil says to
you, “ You cannot come to Christ,” and you yourself feel as if you
could not come ; when sin hampers you, when doubt drags you down,
when you cannot do what you want to do—still it is decreed and deter-
mined that some people must come, then why not you? By divine decree
they shall come; why should not you be among them ? Does not that
help you? If God blesses it, you will not longer sit on the borders of
despair. Suppose there is a plague in the city, but there are some
people predestinated to be healed. I should be glad to know of that
fact. I should be almost glad of it if I was sure that I was not one of
the favoured ones, for I rejoice in the good of others : but I should be
still more glad to press to the physician with this assurance upon my
mind—=Some must be healed : why should not I? There is a famine
in the land. I hear that it is revealed by a sure prophet that a certain
number never shall die of famine. Then why should not I outlive the
dreadful days and be among them? Why not? I hear one say,
“Suppose I am not one of God's elect.” To him I answer, “ Suppose
you are.””  Better still, suppose that you leave off supposing altogether,
and just go to Jesus Christ and see. To go to him is your wisdom;
your imunediate business, as laid down in his Word, therefore, delay not.
Instead of shutting myself ouf, as some do, because it is written, “ All
that the Father giveth me shall come to me ”: I shut myself 4, and
say, “Then I will be among them.” Why should I not? Oh, Lord, if
thou hast ordained that some shall come, then I see that to them no
difficulties can be insuperable, and I will therefore come to thee myself,
and in thy name enter in where every coming one is welcome. .

In the next place I find that fhose that come to Christ, according to
this lext, come because of the Falher and the Son. Read it. < All that
the Father giveth me shall come to me.” That is, they come to Jesus.
Why is it that they are made to come ? Because the Father has given
them to Christ. Why is it that they shall come ? Is it because there
is some good thing in them ? No, there is nothing said upon that point
either one way or the other. Is it because they have strong wills and
firm determinations, and therefore come ? The Scripture is equally
silent upon that point, except that it says elsewhere that the New Birth
is not of the will of man. The reason that is given why they shall come
to Jesus is because something was done for them by the Father and by
the Son. Why, then, should not I come ? Suppose I am weak : suppose
I am sinful : suppose I am seven times more sinful than anybody else ;
yet since this “shall come” depends not on the character of those to
whom the promise is made, but upon a certain something done for them
by the Father and the Son, why should not I be among those for whom
the Father and the Son have done this certain thing, and why should not
I therefore be made to come to Jesus? There never was a soul that
really wanted to come to Jesus but what it could come and did come.
There never was a pining, longing sinner that was long kept away from
Christ. When he wanted Christ, Christ wanted him a hundred times
as much. If thon hast the least desire or the faintest longing after the






