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¢ From that time many of his disciples went back, and walked no more with him.
Then said Jesus unto the twelve, Will ye also go away? Then Simon Peter answered
him, Lord, to whom shall we go ? thou hast the words of eternal life. And we believe
and are sure that thou art that Christ, the Son of the living God.””—John vi, 66—69.

BRETHREN, we believe that the righteous shall hold on his way, and he
that hath clean hands shall wax stronger and stronger. We also believe
that he that believeth in Christ “hath everlasting life,” and consequently
must live for ever. The living water which Christ gives a man shall be
in him & well of water springing up unto everlasting life. Our Lord
has said of his sheep that they shall never perish, neither shall any pluck
them out of his hands. Yet we know that if any man draw back the
Lord will have no pleasure in him, and we are sure that “without
holiness no man shall see the Lord.” Therefore we very heartily sing
the verse in one of our hymns,—
“We have no fear that thou shouldst lose

One whom eternal love could choose ;

But we would ne’er this grace abuse,

Let us not fall ! Let us not fall 1

We consider that it would be an abusing of this grace if we were to
grow careless, presumptuous, and high-minded, and imagine that for
ourselves personally it would not be possible to become apostates, or even
to turn aside a little from the right way. We believe the truth of the
final perseverance of the saints concerning the true people of God, but
the question comes to our heart, Are we such ? Is there in us the in-
corruptible seed which liveth and abideth for ever ? And how are we to
know that we are such but by this very perseverance which, while it is
an effect of grace, is also one of the most certain tokens of it, for there
is not the true grace of God in the heart where there is no perseverance
in grace even unto the end. “ He that endureth to tlie end shall be
saved ;” but what if we should only have the transient gleams of tem-
porary illumination, and should relapse into & thick Egyptian night ?
Here is cause enough for holy fear,
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Come, then, brethren, trusting in the immutable grace and love and
power of God ; let each man, nevertheless, examine himself, and let this
be a time of heart-searching. Say not this is out of place when we are
just gathering around the table of the Lord ; for is it not written, “ Let
a man examine himself, and so let him eat of that bread”? Let us get
ready to come to the festival of our Lord’s Supper by putting our Lord’s
question each one to his own heart, and trying to answer it by the help
of God’s own Spirit.

First, the reason for the question: Why did Christ ask of the twelve,
“Will ye also go away?” then, secondly, fhe question itself; and,
thirdly, the answer which Peter most fitly gave to i, which, I doubt not,
he gave in the name and on the behalf of all his brethren. The like
reply we would also give to-night,—“Lord, to whom shall we go? Thou
hast the words of eternal life.  And we believe and are sure that thou
art that Christ, the Son of the living God.”

I. TFirst, then, WHY DID THE SAVIOUR ASK THE TWELVE THIS
QUESTION ? He would not have caused them needless pain ; he had a
wise reason for trying them with such an enquiry.

It was, first, because it was a season of defection. “ From that time
many went back, and walked no more with him.” You will find, I
think, that in all churches there are times of flocking in, when many fly
to the church like doves to their windows ; but happy is that church
which never has a time of flying out, when numbers who have been tested
fail, and are no more to be found. Churches have summers, like our
gardens, and then all things are full ; but then come their winters, and,
alas, what emptyings are seen ! Have we not all seen the flood when
the tide has come up far upon the beach, and have we not all marked the
ebb when every wave has seemed to fall short of that which preceded
it? Such ebbs and floods there are in the history of the kingdom of
Christ. One day, “The kingdom of God suffereth violence, and every
man presses into it ;  at another time men seem to be ashamed of the
Christian faith, and they wander off into a thousand delusions, and the
church is minished and brought low by heresy, by worldliness, by luke-
warmness, and by all sorts of evils. Often may the chronicle run thus:
“Then all the disciples forsook him and fled.” = It is well, then, at times
when those that did run well are hindered, that the Master should say
to those who for awhile remain steadfast, «“ Will ye also go away?”’
Ah, dear friends, some of you are very steadfast now while this church
flourishes : how would you be if the pastor were dead, or his name in
ill-repute ? How would you be if the attendance on the means of grace
grewslack? How would you be if there was a decline in all the work
of the church ? Have you backbone enough in you to be faithful if
all others were faithless ? Is there thereal grit about you? Could you
dare to be Daniels, and “dare to stand alone ” ?  Can you fight a losing
battle ? Can you stand in the gap and be the last of a few heroic men
who will defend the pass against all comers? Alas, what numbers swim
with the tide! How few can swim against the current ! How readily
are men seized with panic, and run for it with might and main if they
see others hastening from the battle. How few can hold the bridge like
Horatius in the brave days of old! Well may the Saviour ask the
auestion of us to-night, for we are as frail and fickle as others. Well
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may he ask it now, for worse times than these may be drawing near,
—“Will ye also go away ?” .

It was a time, too, of defection among disciples. I call your attention
to the use of that word here. ¢ From that time many of his disciples
went back.”” Disciples ? Yes, not merely camp-followers; not the
mob that hung upon his skirts for the sake of the loaves and fishes ;
but some of his disciples went back. Those of nobler spirit, who had
listened to his words, and for awhile had professed to call him “ Master
and Lord ;” even some of these deserted the standard. Their name
remains ; they are called “disciples” still, though they have gone back.
And this sets forth the grievous guilt of such men and women as enter
into the church, and then after a while turn aside to false doctrine or to
sin: they depart with their prince’s regimentals upon their backs, and
carry the livery of Christ into the service of Satan. The stamp of a
disciple is upon each of them still, though they are renegades and
perverts. They will be judged as having been what they professed to be;
and heavy will be their sentence as apostates. We read of “Simon, the
leper:” he is called “the leper” after he had been healed. Here on the
other hand are some who bear their good name even after their villainy
has been discovered, and this helps to make their treachery the more
glaring. Just as the name of “harlot” stuck to Rahab after she had
become an honest woman and a believer, so does a good name stick to
one after it has ceased to be true, and it remains as a reminder of their
fearful folly. Go and live down Turncoat-lane, hide yourself away as
much as you can; but whenever you come into the street, if they do not
sayit to your face, the neighbours will whisper behind your back, “There
goes one who was a disciple. There i3 one who professed to be a follower
of Christ, but he has turned his back upon his Lord.” The memory of
your profession will stick .to you through life : it will stick to you
throughout eternity. If you are a wolf in sheep’s clothing some flecks of
the wool will hang. about you long after you have dragged the fleece over
your head. Damnable apostate shall be your brand, even when you are
cast away from the face of God for ever. Oh, that none of us might ever
earn such a title, by being reckoned among the disciples that went back
and walked no more with Jesus ! Yet, when disciples fall away, it is
‘time to ask other disciples, « Will ye also go away ?”

And the defection in this case was on account of doctrine. Our Saviour
had done nothing that could vex his followers ; he had not even spoken
sharply to his disciples. Far from it. He had simply preached the
glorious truth that he is the food of the new-born life; but this they did
not understand, and so they would listen no farther and would not stay
to ask an explanation; they went back at once, as if horrified at
what they heard, The truth was too hard for them, it was not to be
borne with. “It is a hard saying. Who can bear it?” A true
disciple sits at the feet of his Master, and believes what he is told
even when he cannot quite comprehend the meaning, or see the reasons
for what his Master utters; but these men had not the essential spirit of
a disciple, and consequently when their instructor began to unfold the
Innermost parts of the roll of truth, they would not listen to his reading
of it. They would believe as far as they could understand, but
when they could not comprshend they turned on their heel and
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left the school of the Great Teacher. Besides, the Lord Jesus
Christ bad taught the doctrine of the sovereignty of God, and of the need
of the Spirit of God, that men should be led to him, * for Jesus knew
from the beginning who they were that believed not, and who should
betray him. And he said, Therefore said I unto you, that no man can
come unto me, except it were given unto him of my Father.” Here
our Lord uttered a bit of old-fashioned free-grace doctrine, such as
people nowadays do not like. They call it “Calvinism,” and put it
aside among the old exploded tenets which this enlightened age knows
nothing of.  What right they have to ascribe to the Genevan reformer a
doctrine old as the hills I do not know. But our Lord Jesus never
hesitated to fling that truth into the face of his enemies. He told them,
“ Ye believe not, because ye are not of my sheep, as I said unto you.”’
“ No man can come to me, except the Father which hath sent me draw
him.” Here he tells them plainly that they could not come unto him
unless the Father gave them the grace to come. This humbling doctrine
they could not receive, and so they went aside. Now, when the truth
itself becomes a stumbling-block,—when the gospel itself, which ought
to draw men to heaven, becomes the reason why they go back, it is time
for us to suspect ourselves, and to—
“Think we hear the Saviour say,
Wilt thou forsake me too?”

“Wilt not thou also be staggered ? Will not some truth stumble thee ?
Will not some mystery of the kingdom of heaven make thee also to be
scandalized ? ” - Blessed is the man that is not offended in Christ.
Happy is he who lays aside his own wisdom to be taught of the Lord.
Further, it is worthy of notice that this question was put because many
were not only going away from Christ, but they were going back. Read
the words. They “went back and walked no more with him.” They
did not go off to the right or to the left, making some slight departure
from the straight read ; but they turned deliberately round and went
back, reversing their course, and retracing their steps. Of course, in
consequence of this, they were very soon what they used to be. The
reclaimed drunkard went back to his cups: the cups were soon full
again, and he was soon wallowing in drink, like a sow in the mire. The
man who had lived a lascivious life, and for a time had cast it off to pus
on the garb of morality, went back, and you saw him once again in the
house of the strange woman. *The dog has returned to his vomit.”
The reformed liar was again false, the thief was again pilfering, the
swearer was again profane. They went back, like Pliable, who quitted
the Pilgrim Road, and returned to the City of Destruction. Now, it is
really a dreadful thing, when men have seen the folly of their lives
and have come out of it, for them to go back to their former habits.
Well said the prophet, “ Let them not turn again to folly.”” But, alas,
these burned children run to the fire again, the silly moth makes another
dash at the candle. They were well-nigh escaped, but they plunge again
into the flood of iniquity. What is to become of them ? Is not this
the fear—that their last end shall be terrible, because of the violence
done to conscience and to the word of the Lord ? The evil spirit went
out of them, and took his walks abroad; but anon he went back again






