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“For if ye love them which love you, what thank have ye ? for sinners also love those
that love them. And if ye do good to them which do good to 1y;ou, what thank have
ye? for sinners also do even the same. And if ye lend to them of whom ye hope to receive,
}‘vhat thank have ye? for sinners also lend to sinners, to receive as much again.”’—

uke vi. 32—34.

BRETHREN in Christ, every word which proceeds out of our Master’s
lips is precious to us. We make no distinction between his promises
and his precepts, but prize every syllable above rubies. A doctrine from
him we value beyond the much fine gold, and a command is equally high
in our esteem. Whether his teaching be practical or doctrinal, whether
it be intended to guide the feet or to encourage the heart, we are equally
rejoiced at it.

¢ All his words are music, though they make us weep;
Infinitely tender, infinitely deep.”

All the discourses of Jesus are the words of God to our soul, whether
they convey to us instruction, warning, rebuke,® invitation, or consola-
tion.  As all his garments smell of myrrh, and aloes, and cassia, so are
all his words most sweet to our taste. We have not so learned Christ
as to be pickers and choosers when the fruits of his lips are before
us. Yethave I known professors of that sort, who would fain rend the
Master's vesture that they might have only the softest part of it to be a
pillow for their idle heads. “That,” they say, “ was a gospel sermon,
sweet food for our souls,” because it happened to tell of what Christ has
done for us; but on the next occasion they cry out, “That was not a
gospel sermon; it was legal; it laid a burden upon our shoulders,”
because it dared to tell of what Christ has commanded us to do for
him. Such men, it seems to me, accept Christ for a servant rather than
for a Master. They are glad that he shall do this or that for them—
that he shall, in fact, gird himself and wait at their table while they
sit down to meat; but if they had learned better they would bave
chosen Christ for a Master, and would have been willing to gird them-
selves at his command and wait on their Lord, counting it their honour
Nos, 1,584-5.
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to be servants of so divine a Prince. Fecling certain that you are not of
that order of religious cavillers, but that you will accept anything that
comes from Christ, I am glad to have apractical subject this morning.
The Sermon onthe Mount isas full of light to you as the Transfiguration on
the Mount. You are as glad to hear what the Son of God has to say by
way of precept as to hear what the Father had to say by way of recog-
nition of his Son. As for this sermon in the plain, it was preceded by
miracles, but it is as forcible to you as the signs and wonders could have
made it had you seen them all. The sick touched his garment and were
restored, and those who were possessed of devils were healed: you
rejoice at the miracles of Christ, but you see him to be as mighty in
word as in deed, and you adore him for his gracious teachines which
remain to us after his miracles have ceased. Here you have certain of
the words of Christ, and may his Spirit bless them to your hearts.
Brethren, in the matters of which I shall have to speak this morning
in the name of the Lord, taken, as I am quite certain, from his own
words, there will be some things strange and unusual which may possibly
sound harshly in your ears. Be not astonished, for the gospel is one of
those thoughts of God which are not our thoughts: the whole system
which Christ has ushered in is foreign to men, being as far above them
a8 the heavens ure above the earth. Our Lord’s kingdom is not of this
world, else would his servants do many things which now they forbear
to do. The conduct of the subjects of that kingdom must not be
measured by the manners of others; for they are a people as peculiar as
the kingdom to which they belong. 'We have heard persons say, «“ I do
not see it to be my duty to be so precise ; it is not customary.” What
have you and I to do with custom? If things are right, but not in
fashion, let us start the fashion; and when it is the fashion to do wrong
let us be desperately unfashionable. Our Master, evidently, from the
verses before us, did not come into the world to teach us to conform to
the ways of our fellow men; hut he would have us go far beyond the
ordinary conduct of our fellows. He asked in his sermon on the mount,
“ What do ye more thyn others?” He ordains a standard far above the
common standard of mankind when he says again and again, ¢ What
thank have ye? for sinners also do even the same.” ¢ Oh,” one may
say at the close of my sermon, *the preacher demands more of us than
can reasonably be expected from flesh and blood.” Your charge is cor-
rect ; but then the preacher is not addressing himself to you as to flesh
and blood, but as to those who are possessed of a far higher principle,
namely, the indwelling Spirit of God. True believers walk not after the
flesh, nor do they mind the things of it, for they are clothed with the
energy of the Spirit of God, and by his power their lives are lifted
above the common walks of men. If so be that the Spirit of God
dwelleth in you ye ave of another nature than the men of this world, and
it is to be expected that ye should live after a nobler fashion. ¢ What
manner of persons ought ye to be in all holy conversation and godli-
ness ?7 We live under a spirit whose law is perfection. and therefore a
little fault causes us much self-condemuation. We judge ourselves by
a severer rule than we would apply to others; for our privileges and
responsibilitics are exceptionally great. I allow in other men what I
would denounce in myself. I could approve in sume men actions which
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to me also wounld be lawful hut would not be expedient, upon the higher
rule of glorifying God in all things. When 1 have heard of certaiu
deeds of unconverted and unenlighted men I have excused them, saying,
“ Poor souls. considering who they were, and where they were, their
conduct is not so heavily to be blamed ”; and yet if I had behaved one
half as badly there would have been rebellicn and presumption in the
deed. For favourcd children there is a different law from that which
governs common subjects; that which is passed over in strangers is
atrocious when it comes from a bosom friend. You are not under law,
but under grace; and being under grace, you feel the force of a con-
straint even holier and higher than mere law could put upon you.

1€ you are what you profess to be, my brethren, more is expected from
you than from any other men beneath the sun, and therefore I shall
throw aside all hesitancy in setting before you a supreme standard, and
asking of you what we never can get from sinners, nor from men of the
world. Know ye not that your Lord has said, ““ Except your righteous-
ness shall exceed the rightcousness of the scribes and Phurisees, ye shall
in no case enter the kingdom of heaven” ? If I were called to address
an ordinary company of men and women upon feats of valour, I might
speak with bated breath if I exhorted them to heroism in war; but if I
had lived some thousands of years ago, and had been called upon to talk
to Spartan warriors, all equipped for battle, men graved and scored with
the scars of conflict, I should set no bounds to my exhortations; I would
bestir them as a lion arouses the young lions and urges them to the
prey. I should tell them that their name and parentage should not be
disgraced by the idea of defcat, but that they must expect victory, and
seize it as their right. No orator would have spoken to Spartans as to
Beeotians : it was their verylife and business to fight, and deeds of prowess
were therefore to be looked for from them. 1s it not so with you, ye
followers of the Crucified ? Your martyrs and confessors call upon you
to lead a life beyond that of common men. I say all this, because to
certain of you a sort of apology may seem needful for the strong things
that may be said before you at this time. May God’s Holy Spirit come
upon you, and make you strong enough for all the strong things,
glorifying himself in your weakness.

L. Our first observation in plunging into our discourse is this. Mucu
THAT IS NATURALLY GOOD MAY FALL FAR SHORT OF CHRISTIAN CHA-
RACTER. Do not make the mistake of saying that moral excellence is
not good. Some have broadly declared that there is no good thing in
an unconverted man ; but this is scarcely true. It will generally be so
understood that its meaning will be false, and this is a great pity; we
must not utter fulsehood in order to honour God: there is a great deal of
good—good under certain senses and aspects of the term *“ good ’—in
many unconverted pevple. Many who are tolal strangers to the grace
of God yet exhibit sparkling forms of the human virtues in integrity,
generosity, kindness, courage self-sacrifice, and patience. I could wish
that some who call themselves Christians were in certain respects as
good as others whom I know of who have never borne the Christian
nawme. It is always richt to speak the truth, and truth obliges me o
say a8 much as this. This ought to make professors very seriously in
earuest to judge themselves, lest they should mistake natural amiability
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and morality for the fruit of the Spirit of God. If the question be
whether our character ia the offspring of nature or of grace, it will be a
sad thing if the verdict should turnout to be that it is the dead child of
nature finely dressed, but not the living child of grace divine. We may
be decorated with gems which glitter and glow, and yet they may be mere
paste, and none of them the work of God'’s Spirit. We may be adorned
from head to foot with that which is lovely and of good repute, and for
all that we may come short of what God requires of us, because inwardly
our heart is not in accordance with our outward array. The platter is
clean, it could not be cleaner ; but while the filth remains within, it
cannot be acceptable with God.

Observe the three things mentioned in the text against which there is
no law, but of which much is to be spoken in commendation. These acts
are good, but they do not come up to Christ’s standard. The first is,
“If ye love them which love you.” It is very proper and seemly that
kindly feeling should awaken kindly feeling in return; that to those who
are friendly to us we should be friendly also. We say “ Love begets
love,” and it is natural that it should do so. Yet I am sorry to say that,
though this is no more than a natural excellence, it is not by any means
so common as to be universal. There are children who do not love
parents who toiled and slaved for them in their childhood, but who grow
up to exhibit a strange hardness of heart to the authors of their exist-
ence. I know brothers who do not love the most affectionate and
amiable of sisters, and it is grievous to have to add that there are many
husbands, brutal husbands, who do not love their wives, who are sacri-
ficing their lives out of love to them and their little ones. I blash to
think of the many instances which I could quote, but there is no need ;
you know it is so.

Thousands have never reached so high as this standard. “If ye love
them which love you.” But even if we reach as high as that it is by
no means a great attainment: is it? Our Lord says that sinners also
love those that love them. Grace is not needed to make a man
the loving husbund of a tender wife; grace is not needed to make
affectionate sons and daughters; we see them all around us. I am sure
it does not require grace in the hearts of the bulk of you to make
you feel kindly towards those who treat you in a friendly manner;
“sinners also love those that love them.” You have all come as far as
that, and such feeling is good, the mor= of it the better ; yet it is not
up to the mark of Christ’s teaching if 1t stands alone : it is not that for
which the Holy Spirit has begotten us again: it is not that for which
Christ has shed his precious blood. Higher virtue exists than that
which loves them that love you; here it is—we are to love them that
hate us, and despitefully entreat us. Can you love those who will not
mention your name without grinding their teeth in envy, or sneering in
scorn? Can you love those who have belied your character, who have
done the best they can to ruin you, and who will do the same again?
Can you feel towards them an earnest desire for their present and eternal
welfare? If you could do them good would you delight to do it, and
repeat the deed until you had made them too happy to be malicious, too
much indebted to continue at enmity ? This would be glorious indeed,
especially if you could keep clear of all selfish motive in such a contest
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of love, and should do it all, not because you want to seem a hero or to
be something great, but simply becanse you delight to do good, and
feel it to be a pleasure to do that good where it is most needed, namely,
where the spirit of enmity has the greatest power. )

This is high, and I think I hear some one say, “ I cannot attain unto
it; I can love those that love me, but loving those that hate me is
another business; I shall have to look at the matter two or three times
before I attempt it.” I dare say you will, my friend, and hence it is
that it needs the work of God himself to make us Christians ; it needs
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit to work miracles of grace within us ere
we become Godlike. Godliness is Godlikeness, and this is not easy to
attain.

The next thing, in the verses before us, is grateful return. < 1If ye do
good to them which do good to you, what thank have ye?” It is a very
right thing that if persons have served us we should endeavour to repay
the benefit. By common consent “ one good turn deserves another.” [
am sorry to say that though this is a very ordinary sort of virtue it
is not the commonest thing in the world, for you may help others if you
like, but I have heard that they do not always help you in return. I
cannot speak from any painful experience here, for all have been kind
to me, and I have had good measure, pressed down and running over,
poured into my bosom ; but I have met with men who have bitterly
bewailed the ingratitude of those whom they had aforetime benefited.
They claim to have helped others generously, but when their turn has
come to need assistance they have not received it: I do not feel very
sure about the aforesaid claim, but that is the way in which they talk.
It is certainly a horrible thing that men should be ungrateful ; but yet
supposing that you, dear hearer, are grateful, and have lately taken
special pains to do good to one who aforetime was good to you, what
thank have you? You have done what you ought to have done, and
no more ; you have paid an old debt as every honest man should do, but
this does not prove you to be a Christian, for Christianity includes this
and rises above it, like an alp above the surrounding plain.

Followers of Jesus are called upon to do good to those who have done
them harm. You know the old saying, evil for good is devil-like, evil
for evil is beast-like, good for good is man-like, good for evil is God-like.
Rise you to that God-like point. If a man has taken the bread out of
your mouth, seize the first opportunity to help him to a livelihood. If
he has bespattered you, be ready to forgive him, but say not a word
against him. Watch for a time, when by great kindness, you may heap
coals of fire on his head. “ Hard teaching,” says one. I know it is,
and harder doing, but it is blessed doing. It is sweet to render good for
ill! There is a self-conquest about it which ennobles the soul more
than the conquest of an empire : there is a getting near to Christ in
such actions that hath about it more of heaven than all beside. That
patient, persevering rendering of benefits for injuries, returning of
favour for enwity, gives us fellowship with him who, when we were
enemies, laid down his life for us. Oh, taste of this sweet grace of for-
giveness, and see if it be not good. If you have hitherto never known
Christian joy, you shall know it then. It is a high virtne ; never-
theless, 1o this we must come if we are to be the followers of Christ.






