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I have heard of thee by the hearing of the ear: but now mine eye seeth thee.
Wherefore I abhor myself, and repent in dust and ashes.”’—Job xlii, 5, 6.

Jemovar had spoken, Job had trembled. The Lord had revealed
himself, Job had seen him. Truly, God did but display the skirts of
his robe, and unveil a part of his ways; but therein there was so
much of ineffable glory, that Job laid his hand upon his mouth in
token of his silent consent to the claims of the Everlasting One. God
spoke to Job out of the whirlwind concerning the greatness of his
power, the wonders of his workings, the splendour of his skill, the
infinity of his wisdom. Carefully read that wonderful speech of the
Most High to the trembling patriarch. I dare not call it poetry; for
it rises as much above human poetry as the sublimest poetry stands
above the poorest prose. It is simply a statement of facts, and these
are mentioned in language of the simplest kind ; but the overpowering
glory of the utterance lies in the facts themselves. These sublime
stanzas are spoken in the idiom of God. Those only know the
peculiar style of the living God who have become familiar with the
sacred word in spirit and in truth, and such persons can at once
distinguish the speech of Jehovah from that of men. Read the divine
address, that you may see how Jehovah caused the afflicted patriarch
to feel him near.

In the confession which now lies before us, Job acknowledges
God’s boundless power ; for he exclaims, “I know that thou canst do
everything, and that no thought can be withholden from thee.” He
felt that whatever the Lord chose to think or desire he could at once
accomplish. Job had a glimpse of that omnipotence of which the
height and depth no mind can ever measure.

Job sees kis own folly. He speaks like a man in a maze or a muse,
and he says, ‘' Who is he that hideth counsel without knowledge?
Look at the second verse of chapter thirty-eight, and you will see that
he is quoting what God had said to him. The Lord’s words are
ringing in his ears, and in his anguish he repeats them, accepting
them as justly applicable to himsclf. It is not far from being right
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with us when the words of God can fitly become our words. ¢ The
Lord answered Job out of the whirlwind, and said, Who is this that
darkeneth counsel by words without knowledge?” And now
Job replies, “I am that foolish one: I uttered that I understood
not; things too wonderful for me, which I knew not.” Job felt
that what he had spoken concerning the Lord was in the main
true; and the Lord himself said to Job’s three friends, “Ye
have not spoken of me the thing that is right, as my servant
Job hath”; but under a semse of the divine presence Job felt
that even when he had spoken aright, he had spoken beyond his own
proper knowledge, uttering speech whose depths of meaning he could
not himself fathom. Many a holy prophet has done this, for inspired
men are described as those who ¢ enquired’ and searched diligently;
searching what, or what manner of time the Spirit which was in them
did signify, when it testified beforehand the sufferings of Christ, and the
glory that should follow.” Itis not the thoughts of the prophet which
have been inspired of God so much as their words; for frequently
they were moved to speak prophecies which were quite beyond their
own understanding: in fact, my brethren, are not all the great
mysteries of the faith above human thought? and may we not fearlessiy
assert that no inspired man has ever known all the depth of God’s
meaning treasured up in the words which he himself has been led by
the Spirit of God to write? Hence I assert that there is a verbal
inspiration, or no inspiration at all worthy of the name. Job, as
he comes before us in the text, is impressed with his own folly.
He had to a large degree spoken what he felt sure was true, but he
now feels that he did not understand what he said; and he at the
same time tacitly confesses that he may have said in his bitterness
many an unwise and unseemly thing, and therefore he bows his
head before the Lord his God, and confesses that he has darkened
counsel by words without knowledge, and uttered things that he
understood not.

Notwithstanding, the man of God proceeds to draw near unto the Lord,
before whom he bows himself. Foolish as he confesses himself
to be, he does not therefore fly from the supreme wisdom. Although
he knows that he has babbled ignorantly, he does not therefore seek to
hide away from the Lord, as Adam did when he sought the shade of
the trees of the garden. No, he takes up the Lord’s words again, and
is‘emboldened by them to approach. Read the thirty-eighth chapter,
third verse ; the Lord there says, ‘ Gird up now thy loins like a man :
for I will demand of thee, and answer thou me.” Like a man in a
dream, Job accepts the invitation, and answers, ‘ Hear, I beseech
thee, and I will speak: I will demand of thee, and declare thou unto
me.” This was brave and wise action. Whatever Job might be or
might not be, he was a firm believer in his God, and in every word
which the Lord was pleased to speak. He held even to dis-
couraging words with desperate tenacity, and even learned to
find honey in words which roared like lions upon him. Hence,
when he is humbled in the dust, he recollects that God had
bidden him draw nigh to him; and albeit to his fears that bidding
may have sounded like a challenge, yet to his faith it becomes an
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encouragement, and he in effect replies, “My God, I will venture to
take thee at thy word. Thou biddest me come, and come I will. Dust
and ashes though I be, I will do as thou dost allow me, and make my
humble appeal to thee.” Dear friends, it is altogether wrong to allow
our sense of folly or of sin to drive us away from God; but it is
altogether right when our humiliation draws us to the Lord, and our
conscious need drives us to the throne of grace. The more foolish and
sinful we are, the more urgent is our need to come to God, who alone
can make us clean, and instruct us in the way of heavenly wisdom. I
commend to you, therefore, God’s servant Job, of whom I may say,
whatever fault we may perceive in him, none of us could have behaved
so gloriously as he did ; unless, indeed, the Lord should give us like
grace. The Lord led Job to find fault with himself, yet God himself
does not complain of him, but even commends him. The three carping
friends are commanded to bring a costly sacrifice, but this was not
demanded from Job; and even when they brought their seven bullocks
" the Lord did not accept them till Job, whom they had condemned, had
made intercession for them. Job bore away the palm from the conflict.
So let us do as Job did, and make our approach unto the Lord in child-
like confidence even when he seems to frown. Let us get where Job
was when he said, ¢ Though he slay me, yet will I trust in him.”
‘When we bow lowest before his throne, let not our humble bending
have anything of distance in it. Lowlier before thee, O Lord, would
we be; but at the same time our cry is, ““ Nearer to thee.”

Thus we come to the text, having used the connection as a step to
its door. On the text I make three observations: first, we have some-
times very vivid impressions of God. Job said, “I have heard of thee
by the hearing of the ear: but now mine eye seeth thee.” In the
second place, when we are favoured with these clearer views of God, we have
lowlier thoughts of ourselves—*‘ wherefore I abhor myself ”’; and thirdly,
whenever we are thus made lowly, our heart is filled with repentance : 1
abhor myself, and repent in dust and ashes.” May the Holy Spirit aid
us in this experimental meditation!

L. First, then, WE HAVE SOMETIMES VERY VIVID IMPRESSIONS OF Gob.
Job had long before Aeard of God, and that is a great matter. I do
not think he meant merely that he had heard men speak of God, but
that he had really, for himself, heard God’s voice. He had been a
reverent believer in the teachings of God, and an obedient servant to
his commands: thus he had really heard God. The man who can say
this can say a great deal. If God has ever been on speaking terms
with you, you have much cause for gratitude. It is clear that you are
not dead in sin, or if you were so when the Lord spoke to you, you
are now alive; for his voice causes the dead to live. If you have
heard God in the secret of your soul, you are a spiritual man; for
only a spirit can hear the Spirit of God: none can discern the Lord
but the man to whom he has given spiritual life. Job had heard
God, but now he has a more vivid apprehension of him. It is some-
times said that one eye-witness is better than ten tar-witnesses, and
there is much truth in the saying: certainly, facts perceived by the
cyo make a far more vivid impression upon the mind than the same
facts heard by the ear. If we witness a sad scene of poverty it has far
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more effect upon our heart than the most graphic description. Word-
painting can never bring out the reality of a thing so well as the
actual sight of it. Of course, Job could not literally see God, he
does not mean to assert that he did; for ¢ no man hath seen God at
any time” ; but Job means that he now had a view of God very much
more clear than any which he had obtained before; in fact, as much
clearer as eyesight is more clear than hearing.

Notice, that o order to this close vision of God affliction had overtaken
him. It was not till after he had scraped himself with the potsherd,
nor till his friends had scraped him with something worse than pots-
herds, that Job could say, ‘ Mine eye seeth thee.”” Not till every
camel and every sheep had been stolen, and every child was
dead, could the afflicted patriarch cry, ¢ Now mine eye seeth thee.”
Happy is that man who in prosperity can hear the voice of God
in the tinkling of the sheep-bells of his abundant flocks, can hear him
in the lowing of the oxen which cover his fields, and in the loving
voices of dear children around him. But, mark you! prosperity is a
painted window which shuts out much of the clear light of God,
and only when the blue, and the crimson, and the golden tinge are
removed, is the glass restored to its full transparency. Adversity thus
takes away tinge, and colour, and dimness, and we see our God
far better than before, if our eyes are prepared for the light. The
Lord had taken everything away from Job, and this paved the
way to his giving him more of himself. In the absence of other
goods the good God is the better seen. In prosperity God is heard,
and that is a blessing ; but in adversity God is seen, and that is a
greater blessing. Sanctified adversity quickens our spiritual sensitive-
ness. Sorrow after sorrow will wake up the spirit, and it will infuse
into it a delicacy of perception which, perhaps, does not often come
to us in any other way. I purposely say, ¢ perhaps”; for I believe
that some choice saints are favoured to reach it by smoother ways;
but I think they are very few. The most of us are of such coarse
material that we need melting, ay, and braying asin a mortar before we
attain to that eacred softness by which the Lord God is joyfully
perceived. O child of God, if thou art to suffer as much as Job
suffered, if thou gettest to see the Lord with a spiritually enlightened
eye, thou mayest be thankful for the sorrowful process! Who would
not, go to Patmos if he might see the visions of John, and who
would not sit on the dunghill with Job to cry with him, * Now mine
eye seeth thee ”’ ?

Possibly, also, kelpful to this was Job's desertion by his friends. Job’s
three friends! Ah me, I know their kindred! They were most
devotedly attached to him, no doubt; and how warmly they proved it!
They had met together with him, and said soft and sweet things to
him in those days when he moved like a prince among the nobles of
his people, and every eye that saw him blessed him. But when they
found him sitting “down among the ashes,” they had altered
thoughts of him. They suspected bhim; and though they knew
nothing against him, yet they perceived that he was not in the same
honour as before. Between a prince in ermine and the same man in
sackcloth there is, to some minds, a great difference. Besides, the
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instinct of self-preservation leads men to hold off from one who is
sinking, lest they sink with him. After sitting in silence for a week,
these excellent men found it in their hearts to assail him with their
judicious observations. Here and there they inserted nice little bits
of cruelty, all meant for his good. Was he not covered with sores ?
‘Was there not a cause for all this? By this torture God delivered
Job from men: he was not likely after that to incur the curse
which comes through making flesh your arm. He was also
strengthened in personal independence of mind: he could clearly see
that his breath was in his own nostrils, and not in other people’s, and
that he could stand alone by God’s help, ay, even stand against those
eminent men who had contended with him. Friends are all too apt
to block out our view of our best Friend. When gracious minds
are driven from men, they are drawn to God, and learn to sing with
David, “My soul, wait thou only upon God; for my expectation is
from him.” T do not doubt therefore that the desertion and upbraiding
- endured by Job from his friends, were a great help towards his being
able to say to the Lord his God, ‘“Now mine eye seeth thee.”
Eliphaz and Bildad and Zophar might have interposed between Job
and God, and their kindly help might have placed Job under lasting
obligations to them; but now he looks alone to God, and honours him
only.

Still, &efore Job could see the Lord, there was a special manifestation on
God’s part to kim. ¢ Then the Lord answered Job out of the whirl-
wind.” God must really come and in a gracious way make a display
of himself to his servants, or else they will not see him. Your
afflictions will not of themselves reveal God to you. If the Lord
himself does not unveil his face, your sorrow may even blind and
harden you, and make you rebellious. The desertion and unkindness
of friends is, also, no help to grace : its tendency is to sour and imperil
your piety, if it act out its natural influence : there must be a special
revealing of the Lord to our own souls before we shall get such a
clear apprehension of him as Job intended by the words,  Now mine
eye seeth thee.” Read through the thirty-eighth chapter, and see how
Jehovah declares his wisdom and his power: ¢ Where wast thou when
Tlaid the foundations of the earth ? declare, if thou hast understanding.
‘Who hath laid the measures thereof, if thou knowest? or who hath
stretched the line upon it? Whereupon are the foundations thereof
fastened ? or who laid the corner stone thereof; when the morning
stars sang together, and all the sons of God shouted for joy?
“Hast thou entered into the treasures of the snow ? or hast thou
seen the treasures of the hail?” ¢ Canst thou bind the sweet
influences of Pleiades, or loose the bands of Orion? Canst thou
bring forth Mazzaroth in his season? or canst thou guide Arcturus
with his sons?” Here was a marvellous field for thought. The Lord
speaks in nature, and it is done. His glory is seen in heaven and
earth, in the sea, and all deep places. God is, and there is none
beside him. Yea, Jehovah is God alone.

Nor did the Lord fail to show to Job his justice, defying him to emu-
late it. See the fortieth chapter, eleventh and twelfth verses:—‘ Cast
abroad the rage of thy wrath: and behold every one that is proud, and






