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“As many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God.)'—

Romans viii. 14,
CHILDREN are expected to bear some likeness to their pavent. Children
of God, bornof the grandest of all parents, regenerated by the almighty
energy of the divine Spirit, are sure to bear a high degree of likeness
to their heavenly Father. 'We cannot be like God in many of his divine
attributes, for they are unique and incommunicable : it is not possible
for us to wield his power, or to possess his infinite knowledge, neither
can we be independent and self-existent, or possessors of sovereignty or
worshipfulness. Man can never be so expressly the image of the
Father as Jesus is, for he is in a mysterious sense the only begotten
Son of God. We can imitate God, however, in many of his attributes ;
mainly those of a moral and spiritual kind. We must in these quali-
ties be “ imitators of God as dear children,” or our heavenly pedigree
cannot be made out. The point mentioned in the text must never be
matter of question, for if that be doubtful our filial relationship to
God is unproved. We must be “led by the Spirit of God.,” That
divine Spirit who is ever with the Father and the Son must be ever-
more with us so that we are guided, instructed, impelled, quickenel,
actuated, influenced by him, or else we must not dare to think our-
selves the sons of God.

The idea of a divine fatherhood extending over all mankind does
not appear to have been recognised by the apostle Paul, in this texs
at any rate. Here the fatherhood is for some, not for all, and the
text discriminates between the “as many as are led by the Spirit of
God ” and the rest of mankind who are under no such influence. In
men who are devoid of the Holy Ghost there is another spirit, and
that other spirit marks them out as sons of another father: “they
are of their father the devil, for his works they do.” There have
been two seeds from the beginning, the seed of the woman and the
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seed of the serpent, and it is both untrue and immoral to believe that
God stands in the same relation to the two opposing families. No, my
brethren, our Father who is in heaven is not to be claimed as father
by the unbeliever, for to them Jesus expressly says, “ If God were
your Father, ye would love me.”

The text furnishes us with a very simple but sharp and decisive test,
which we shall do well to use upon ourselves. It should be employed to
try every one of us. If it had said, “ As many as have been baptised are
the sons of God,” we might have been content to sit very easily in
our places. If it had said, “ As many as eat and drink at the holy
feast of Christian fellowship are the children ot God,” we might have
remembered how short a time ago we were sitting with the saints
around the communion table. If the doing of certain external acts,
or the utterance of certain prayers, or the avowal of orthodox princi-
ples, or abstinence from the grosser vices, had been made the royal
mark and heavenly seal of the children of God we might have taken
our ease after ascertaining that we are correct as to these things., If
being united with an earnest church, and being members of a faithful
community, had been divinely ordained to be an unquestionable cer-
tificate of sonship with the Lord Most High, we might have rested
perfectly satisfied without putting ourselves into the crucible: but,
since these things are not so arranged, I trust that none of us will be so
unwise as to neglect the examination which the text suggests to every
prudent mind. Come, my brethren, take nothing for granted on so
weighty a business as your soul’s eternal interests, but search for
evidence and see to the matter as wise householders would do if their
whole substance were at stake. Those who are “led by the Spirit of
God ” are the sons of God ; those who are not led by the Spirit of God
are not his sons: therefore search and see what spirit is in you, that
ye may know whose children ye are.

To help you in this matter I purpose that we should consider, first,
where it is that the Spirit of God leads men, that we may see whether
he has ever led us there. .

1. WHITHER DOES-THE SPIRIT OF G0OD LEAD THE SONS OF GoD?

First of all, he leads them to repentance. One of the first acts
of the Holy Spirit is to guide the sons of God to the mercy-seat with
tears in their eyes. He leads usinto the abominable chambers of imagery
concealed within our fallen nature, unfastens door after door and sets
open before our enlightened eyes the secret places polluted with idols
and loathsome images portrayed upon the wall. He points out with his
hand of light the idol gods, the images of jealousy, the unclean and
abominable things within our nature, and thus he astonishes us into
humility. We could not have believed that such evil things haunted
our souls, but his discoveries undeceive us and correct our boastful
estimates of ourselves., Then, with that same finger, he points to
our past life and shows us the blots, the errors, the wilful sins, the
sins of ignorance, the aggravated transgressions, the offences against
light and knowledge, which have marred our career from our youth up :
and whereas, previously, we looked upon the page of eur life, and
thought it fair, when the Spirit has led us into light we see how black
our history has. been, and, being filled with shame and gorrow, we cry out
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for the car of God, that we may there confess our sin, and acknowledge
that if he should smite us into hell it would be no more than we deserve.
Dear friend, did the Holy Spirit ever lead you to the stool of re-
pentance ? Did he ever cause you to see how basely you have treated
your God, and how shamefully you have neglected your Saviour? Did
he ever make you bemoan yourself for your iniquities ? There is no
way to heaven but by Weeping-cross. He who never felt the burden
of his sin will yet be crushed beneath its enormous weight when, liks
some tottering cliff, in judgment’s dreadful hour, it will fall upon him
and grind him to powder. No man ever goes to the chamber of true
repentance till the Holy Spirit leads him there, but every child of God
knows what it is to look on him whom he has pierced, and mourn for
his sin. Holy sorrow for sin is as indispensable as faith in the atoning
blood, and the same Spirit who gives us peace through the great sacrifice
also works in us a hearty grief for having grieved the Lord. If you
have from your youth up never felt any special mourning for sin, then
may God begin the gracious work in your heart, for salvation is cer-
tainly not wrought in you. You must have repentance, for repentance
is absolutely necessary to the divine life. “Except ye repent ye
shall all likewise perish.” The prodigal must cry, “ Father, I have
sinned ;” the publican must smite on his breast and pray, “ God be
merciful to me a sinner.” As well destroy one of the valves of the
heart and yet hope to live as take away repentance, which is the inse-
parable life-companion of faith. A dry-eyed faith is no faith at all.
‘When aman has his face towards Jesus his back is necessarily turned
on his sins. As well look for spring in the garden without the snow-
drop as look for grace in the heart without penitence. That faith
which is not accompanied by repentance is a spurious faith, and not the
faith of God’s elect ; for no man ever trusts Christ till he feels he
needs a Saviour, and he cannot have felt that he needs a Saviour
anless he has been wearied with the burden of his sin. The Holy
Ghost leads men first to repentance. »

He leads them at the same time, while they think little of them-
selves, to think much of Jesus. Were you ever led to the cross,
beloved? Did you ever stand there, and feel the burden fall from ofl
your shoulders, and roll away into the Redeemer’s sepulchre? When
Dr. Neale, the eminent Ritualist, took John Bunyan’s “ Pilgrim’s
Progress,” and Romanized it, he represented the pilgrim as coming to
a certain bath, into which he was plunged and washed, and then his
burden was washed away. He explains this to be the bath of bap-
tism, though I have never yet seen in any Ritualistic church a baptistry
large enough to wash a pilgrim in. However, according to this doc-
tored edition of the allegory, Christian was washed in the laver of
baptism, and all his sins were thus removed. That is the High
Church mode of getting rid of sin: John Bunyan's way, and the true
way, i8 to lose it at the cross. Now, mark what happened. According
to Dr. Neale’s “ Pilgrim’s Progress,” that burden grew again on the
pilgrim’s back, and I do not wonder that it did, for a burden which
baptism can remove is sure to come again: but the burden which
is lost at the cross never appears again for ever. There is no
effectual cleansing for sin except by faith in that matchless atonement



124 METROPOLITAN TABERNACLE PULPIT.

offered once for all on Calvary’s bloody tree, and as many as are led
there by the Spirit of God are the sons of God. The Spirit of God never
led a man to think little of Christ, and much of priests. The Spirit of
God never led a man to think little of the atoning blood and of simple
faith in it, and much of outward forms and ceremonies. The Spirit
of God sinks the man and lifts up the Saviour, lowers flesh and blood
into the grave, and gives to man new life in the risen Lord, who also
hath ascended up on high. “ He shall glorify me,” said Christ of the
Comforter ; and that indeed is the Comforter’s office.

Now, my dear friends, has the Spirit ever made the Lord Jesus
glorious in your eyes? Brethren and sisters, this iz the one point
above all others. If the Holy Ghost has never made Christ precious
to you, you know nothing about him. If he has not lifted Jesus up
and sunk your own confidences, if he has not made you feel that Christ
is all you want, and that more than all in him you find, then he has
never wrought a divine change in your heart. Repentance and faith
must stand gazing upon the bleeding Saviour, or else hope will never
join them and bring peace as his companion.

When the Spirit has glorified Jesus he leads us to know other truths.
The Holy Ghost leads the sons of God into all truth. Others go astray
after this falsehood or that, but the sheep of God will not hear the
voice of strange leaders, their ears are closed to their flatteries: “a
stranger will they not follow, for they know not the voice of strangers,”
Beloved, no lie 18 of the truth, and no man who receives a lie has
been led by the Spirit of God into it, let him say what he may. On
the other hand, truth is like a closed chamber to the unregenerate
man ; he may read the table of contents of the precious storehouse, but
into that secret room he cannot enter: there is one that hath the key
of David, who openeth and no man shutteth ; and the key with which
he openeth is the power of the Holy Ghost. When he opens up a
dootrine to a man, the man learns it aright, but he never can know
it else. You may go to college, and sit at the feet of the most learned
Gamaliel of the day, but you can never know the truth in the heart
unless the Holy Ghost shall teach you. We never know a truth in
the power of it till it is burned into our soul, ag with a hot iron, by an
experience of its power, or engraven as upon brass by the mystic reve-
lation of the Spirit. Only the Spirit of God can interweave the truth
with the heart, and make it part and parcel of ourselves, so that it is
in us and we are in it. Have you thus been led into the truth? If so,
give God the glory, for thus the Spirit of God certifies your adoption.

The children of God are led not only into knowledge, but into love.
They are brought to feel the warmth of love as well as to see the
light of truth. The Spirit of God causes every true-born son of God to
burn with love to the rest of the family. He who is a stranger to Chris-
tian love is a stranger to divine grace. Brethren, we have our disputes,
for we dwell where it must needs be that offences come; but we
would be slow to take offence and slower still to give it, for we are
one in Christ Jesus, and our hearts are knit together by his Spirit.
I take it that no honest man ought to hold his tongue concerning any
of the errors of the Cay, it is a mean way of cultivating ease for your-
self, and gaining a popularity not worth the having; we must speak
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the truth whether we offend or please, but this is to be done # love
and because of love. God save us from that suggestion of Satan which
advises us to speak only those soft things which please men'’s ears, for he
who gives way to this persnasion is a traitor to truth and to the souls
of men. The true man of God must speak against every evil and false
way ; but there beats in his heart a strong affection to every child of
God, whatever his errors and his faults may be. The knife of the
surgeon is mercifully cruel to the cancer, not out of ill-will to his
patient, but out of an honest desire to benefit him ; such affectionate
faithfulness we have need to cultivate. Love to the saints is the
token of the saints. There is an inner church of God’s own elect,
within everyone of the Christian denominations, and this church is
made up of men spiritually enlightened, who know the marrow and
mystery of the gospel, and whenever they meet, however diversified
may be their views, they recognise one another by a sort of sacred
freemasonry, the one Spirit which quickens them all alike leaps
within them as it recognises the one life in the bosoms of others.
Despite their mental divergences, ecclesiastical associations, and doc-
trinal differences, spiritual men no sooner hear the password, and catch
the mystic sign, than they cry, ¢ Give me thy hand, my brother, for
my heart is even as thy heart. The Spirit of God has led me and he
has led thee, and in our way we tread step by step together ; therefore
let us have fellowship with each other.” The outsiders of the camp, the
mixed multitude that come up out of Egypt with our Israel, fall both
into fighting and lusting ; but the children of the living God, who make
the central body-guard of the ark of the Lord, are one in heart with
each other, and must be so. “ We know that we have passed from
death unto life, because we love the brethren.”

The Holy Spirit leads us into infense love for the souls of sinners.
If any man shall say, “It is no business of mine whether men are lost
or saved,” the Spirit of God never led him into such inhumanity.
Bowels of iron have never felt the touch of the Spirit of Love. If ever
a preacher’s spirit and teaching legitimately lead you to the conclu-
sion that you may view the damnation of your fellow men with com-
placency or indifference, you may be sure that the Spirit of God never
led him or you in that direction. The devil has more to do with sonte
men’s pitiless theology than they imagine. Christ’s eyes wept over the
sinner’s doom, may the Lord save us from thinking of it in any other
spirit. He who does not love his fellow man whom he has seen, how
can he love God whom he has not seen? Does God look with com-
placency upon the ruin of our race? Did he not love men so well
that he gave his only begotten Son for them? And will he have
his own children cold, stoical, and indifferent to the loss of human
souls? Beloved, if we dwell with Cain and cry, “ Am I my brother’s
Leeper ?”” the Spirit of God never led us there; he leads us into
tenderness, sympathy, compassion, and tearful effort, if by any means
We Iay save some,

Further, the Spirit of God leads the sons of God into koliness. I
shall not attempt to define what ‘holiness is. That is best seen in the
lives of holy men. Can it be seen in your lives? Beloved, if you
are of a.fierce, unforgiving spirit, the Holy Ghost never led you there ;






