IMetropolitan @abeynacle Pulpit,

PILATE AND OURSELVES GUILTY OF THE
SAVIOUR'S DEATH,

%~§i;&uq

Drrivenep oN Lonp’s-pay MORNING; MARCH 5TH, 1882, BY

C. H. SPURGEON,

AT THE METROPOLITAN TABERNACLE, NEWINGTON.

“When Pilate saw that he could prevail nothing, but that rather a tumult was made,
he took water, and washed his hands before the multitude, saying, I am innocent of the
blood of this just person: see ye to it. Then answered all the people, and said; His
bloed be on us, and on our children.”—Matthew xxvii. 24, 25.

THE crucifixion of Christ was the crowning sin of our race. In his
death we shall find all the sins of mankind uniting in foul eonspiracy.
Envy and pride and hate are there, with covetousness, falsehood, and
blagphemy, eager to rush on to cruelty, revenge, and murder. The devil
roused around the seed of the woman the iniquities of us all: they com-
passed the Lord about, yea, they compassed him about like bees. All
the evils of human hearts of all ages were concentrated around the
cross: even as all the rivers run into the sea, and as all the clouds
empty themselves upon the earth, so did all the crimes of man gather
to the slaying of the Son of God. It seemed as if hell held a levée,
and all the various forms of sin came flocking to the rendezvons; army
upon army, they hastened to the battle. As the vultures hasten to the
body, so came the flocks of sins to make the Lord their prey. By
all the assembled troops of sins there was consummated the foulest
crime which the sun has ever beheld. By wicked hands they did crucify
and slay the Saviour of the world. :
We have been singing two hymns in which we took to ourselves a
share of the guilt of our Lord’s death. We sang—
“ Oh, the sharp pangs of smarting pain
My dear Redeemer hore,
When knotty whips and rugged thorns
His sacred body tore.
¢ But knotty whips and rugged thorns
In vain do I accuse ;
In vain I blame the Roman bands,
And the more spiteful Jews.
“'Twas you, my sins, my cruel sing,
His chief tormentors were 3
Each of my crimes became a nail,
A -1 unbelief the spear.”



184 METROPOLITAN TABERNACLE PULPIT.

And then after the same manner we sorrowfully asked a question, and
sang a penitential reply:

“ My Jesus! who with spittle vile

Profaned thy sacred brow ?

Or whose unpitying scourge has made
Thy precious blood to flow?

"T'is I have thus ungrateful been,
Yet, Jesus, pity take!

Oh, spare and pardon me, my Lord,
For thy sweet mercy's sake!”

Perhaps some of you hardly understand what you have been singing ;
but others of us have sincerely and intelligently pleaded guilty of the
death of our Lord Jesus Christ. We know that he not only suffered
for our transgressions, but by our iniquities. This is not clear to a
great many; and I would not have them pretend that it is. They
cannot see that they have anything to do with the matter of Jesus’
death, and therefore they are not moved to repentance by hearing
thereof ; indeed, they imitate the example of Pilate in our text, when
he took water and washed his hands before the multitude, and said, ¢ 1
am innocent of the blood of this just person.” The object of our
present discourse will be to arouse slumbering consciences. Without
going into any metaphysical questions as to whether such a man did
or did not actually have a share in the particular action by which
Jesus died, I shall show you that in many ways men practically commit
a like crime, and so prove that they have similar dispositions to those
ancient Kill-Christs. Though they repudiate the crucifixion, they
repeat it, if not in form, yet in spirit. Though Jesus is not here in
flesh and blood, yet the cause of holiness and truth and his divine Spirit
are still among us, and men act towards the kingdom of Christ, which
is set up among them, in the same way as the Jews and Romans acted
towards the incarnate God. True, all men are not alike inveterate
against him ; for the Lord spoke of some who have “the greater sin ;"
and few ave as guilty as the traitor Judas, that son of perdition ; but in
every form of it the rejection of Christ is a great sin, and it will be &
great gospel blessing if it be repented of after the fashion of the
prophet when he said, “They shall look upon me whom they have
pierced, and they shall mourn for him, as one mourneth for his only son,
and shall be in bitterness for him, as one that is in bitterness for his
firstborn,”

I shall now take up the story of our Lord’s appearance before
Pilate, from the moment of his being sent back to Herod to the time
when he was delivered to the Jews to be led away for crucifixion, and I
shall try to exhibit by this narrative several ways in which men virtually
put the Christ to death, and therefore become partakers of the ancient
transgression which was committed at Jerusalem.

I.  TFirst, there are some—and these are they who have the greater sin
—who are DETERMINEDLY AND AVOWEDLY THE OPPONENTS OF THY LORD
JESUS. These are the men who are represented by the chief priests and
elders of the Jews, who of old sought the Saviour’s blood, because they
could not endure his teaching. Nothing else would satisfy them but that
he should be removed from the earth, for he was a standing protest
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against their evil deeds. They hated him because by his light their
wicked lives were reproved. These were the true murderers of
Christ, who gloried in their shame and defied the punishment of it,
crying, “His blood be on us, and on our children.” We have still
among us those who cannot endure the teaching of our Lord Jesus.
His very name seems to excite their worst passions ; they rave abt the
mention of it. Oh, the atrocious things that some have said of late
of the Christ of God. They have gone out of their way to insult
him. If anyone else had been slandered as he has been, society would
not have tolerated the loathsome tongues. Accusations against Jehovah
and his Son would seem to be delectable morsels to modern blasphemers,
dainties upon which they feed greedily. My flesh trembles when I
think of the hard speeches which the ungodly still utter against
him who in the day of his humiliation endured such contradiction of
sinners against himself. =Absurd many of these calumnies would have
been, and to be dismissed with uttermost contemyt; if it were not for
the guilt of the men themselves; for in these speeches we see that the
poison of asps is under their lips; their mouth is full of cursing and
bitterness. They treat not so the heroes of war, the philosophers of
antiquity, nor even the notorious scourges of the race; to all of these
they show some candour, and often award honours which are doubtfully
due ; but when they touch upon the person and life of our blessed Lord,
candour and honesty are dismissed : anything like an attempt to under=
stand him is refused, and he and his are treated with ridicule, misrepre-
sentation, and falsehood. Theyheapup their coarsest epithets, they put the
worst interpretation upon his words, they give the vilest misrepresen-
tations of his deeds, and attribute to him motives to which he was
an utter stranger. Such men ave among us, clamouring to be heard.
There have been unbelievers and deriders of Jesus inm all time ; but
just now the race is of fouler speech than usual. Once infidelity was
philosophical and thoughtful, and great names were to be found upon
her roll ; but now her noisiest advocates are bullies after the manner
of Tom Paine, men who seem to delight in wounding the feelings of
the godly and crushing every sacred thing under their feet. These
are the true fullowers of the men whose mouths were full of “ Crucify
him! Crucify him!” They cannot endure that Jesus should be re-
membered, much less revered. They claim to be “liberal,” and to be
large-hearted towards all religions ; but their unmitigated scorn of the
faith of Jesus is displayed on every possible oceasion, proving that the
spirit of persecution burns within them. It would be idle for these to
say that they would not crucify Christ, for they do crucify him to the
utmost of their power by their profane speeches against him,-

By o eertain number their main attack is aimed against the royal
authority and reigning power of the Lord Jesus. They exclaim
against him because he claims universal sovereignty. They might
not object so much to Christianity as one of various creeds ; but as it
claims to be supreme they will have nothing to do with it The
Roman Senate was willing to set up Jesus in the Pantheon, among
other gods, but when they learned that the Christ claimed to be wor-
shipped alone, then he was denied a place in the circle of adoration,
If the gospel claims to be truth, and judges other systems to be false,
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straightway it arouses the opposition of the broad school. We have
men among us to-day who say, “Yes, there is something good in
Christianity as there is in Buddhism.” Of this precious Buddhism
they seem of late to be wonderfully fond ; any idol will suit men so
long as they can be rid of the living God. A Christ who will be
everything or nothing is not to their taste. When he saith that the
idols he will utterly demolish, and break his enemies in pieces as
with a rod of iron, they give him the cold shoulder, for they are
distinctly the enemies of Jesus Christ if he be sct forth as Lord of all.

And we have some of milder cast who, nevertheless, join with this
band ; for their opposition is to the deity of Christ. These in effect
cry, “ We have a law, and by our law he ought to die, because he made
himself the Son of God.” They grow indignant over the claims which
Christians advance for their God and Saviour. . Christ the best of men,
Christ the noblest of prophets, Christ near akin to Deity, possibly a
delegated God, they will go ag far as that, but further they will not stir.
“ That all men should honour the Son even as they honour the Father”
is not to their mind. If Jesus be preached as “very God of very God,”
straightway we hear from them the cry,  Away with him! away with
him!” When we proclaim Jesus as Kiag upon God’s holy hill of Zion,
and say of him, “Thy throne, O God, is for ever and ever,” they refuse
to bow before his divine majesty. They do, so far as they are able,
destroy the divinity of Christ and reduce him to a mere man. How
can such people blame the Jews and the Romans? They could but slay
his manhood, but these would destroy his deity. Is not their guilt as
great ? I charge all deniers of the godhead of our Lord with being, as
far ag they can be, his murderers; for they strike at his noblest nature
by assailing his divine power and godhead. May the Spirit of God be
here to convince them of their error and lead them to worship Jesus,
who is exalted at the right hand of the Father.

I must charge home the accusation in the name of God and truth.
Avowed opposers of Christ, had they been alive in the days of his flesh,
would have wished him to be put to death, for, so far as they are con-
cerned, he is either dead to them in his true character, or else they are
doing their best in their own conscience and upon the conscience of
others to sweep him out of existence. If they say they would not have
put Jesus to a literal death on the cross, I say they are putting him to
a death which he would deprecate even more, namely, the destraction
of all his influence over the minds of men. By decrying his atonement
by which he reconciles men to God, by setting men’s hearts against him
and causing them to refuse his salvation, these men do as far as they
can rob him of the joy that was set before him, for which he endured
the cross, despising the shame. Is this nothing ? Put me to death if
you will, for Ishall live when I am dead by the words which I have
spoken: I should count it a far worse murder if you could sweep out
of men’s minds all that I have taught, and overthrow all the good which
I have attempted to do. And if it be so of a mere man, much more
must it be so of Jesus—that merely to murder him upon a cross is
comparatively little compared with declaring, “ We will not be in-
fluenced by him, nor believe in him as Savioar and God, and to the
bist of our power we will prevent others from believing in him.”






