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And to Jesus the mediator of the new covenant, and to the blood of sprinkling, that
speaketh better things than that of Abel. See that ye refuse not him that speaketh.
¥or if they escaped not who refused him that spake on earth, much more shall not we
escape, if we turn away from him that speaketh from heaven.””—Hebrews xii. 24, 25.

WE are joyfully reminded by the apostle that we are nof come to
Mount Smai and its overwhelming manifestations. After Israel had
kept the feast of the Passover, God was pleased to give his people a
sort of Pentecost, and more fully to manifest himself and his law to
them at Sinai. They were in the wilderness, with the solemn peaks
of a desolate mountain as their centre; and from the top thereof,
in the midst of fire, and blackness, and darkness, and tempest, and
with the sound of a trumpet, God spake with them. ¢ The earth
shook, the heavens also dropped at the presence of God : even Sinai
itself was moved at the presence of God, the God of Israel.” We are
not come to the dread and terror of the old covenant, of which
our apostle saith in another place, “The covenant from the
Mount Sinai gendereth unto bondage” (Gal. iv. 24.) Upon the
believer’s spirit there rests mot the slavish fear, the abject terrar, the
fainting alarm, which swayed the tribes of Israel ; for the manifestation of
God which he beholds, though not less majestic, is far more full of hope
and joy. Over us there rests not the impenetrable cloud of apprehen-
sion ; we are not buried in a present darkness of despair ; we are not
tossed about with a tempest of horror ; and, therefore, we do not ex-
ceedingly fear and quake. How thankful we should be for this! Israel
was privileged even in receiving a fiery law from the right hand of
Jehovah ; but we are far more favoured, since we receive “ the glorious
gospel of the blessed God.”

Our apostle next tells us what we are come to. I suppose he speaks of
all the saints after the death and resurrection of our Lord and the descent
of the Holy Ghost. He refers to the whole church, in the midst of which
the Holy Spirit now dwells. We are come to a more joyous sight than
Sinai, and the mountain burning with fire, The Hebrew worshipper,
aparthromshis sacrifices, lived continually beneath the shadow of the
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darkness of a broken law ; he was startled often by the tremendous note
of the trumpet, which threatened judgment for that broken law ; and
thus he lived ever in a condition of bondage. To what else could the law
bring him ? To convince of sin and to condemn the sinner is its utmost
power. The believer in the Lord Jesus Christ lives in quite another
atmosphere. He has not come to a barren crag, but to an inhabited city,
Jerusalem above, the metropolis of God. He has quitted the wilderness
for the land which floweth with milk and honey, and the material mount
which might be touched for the spiritual and heavenly Jerusalem. He
hasentered into fellowship with an innumerable company of angels, who
are to him, not cherubim with flaming swords to keep men back from the
tree of life, but ministering spirits sent forth to minister to the heirs of
salvation. He is come to the joyous assembly of all pure intelligences
who have met, not in trembling, but in joyous liberty, to keep the
feast with their great Lord and King. He thinks of all who love God
throughout all worlds, and he feels that he is one of them; for he has
come to “the general assembly and church of the first-born, which are
written in heaven.” Moreover, he has come ““to God the Judge of all,”
the umpire and rewarder of all the chosen citizens who are enrolled by his
command, the ruler and judge of all their enemies. God is not to them
a dreadful person who speaks from a distance; but he is their Father
and their Friend,in whom they delight themselves, in whose presence
there is fulness of joy for them. Brethren, our fellowship is with the
Father, our God. To him we have come through our Lord Jesus Christ.
Moreover, in the power of the Spirit of God we realize the oneness of the
church both in heaven and earth, and the spirits of just men made
perfect are in union with us. No gulf divides the militant from the
triumphant ; we are one army of the living God. We sometimes speak
of the holy dead; but there are none such: they live unto God ; they
are perfected as to their spirits even now, and they are waiting for
the moment when their bodies also shall be raised from the tomb to be
again inhabited by their immortal souls. We no longer shudder at the
sepulchre, but sing of resurrection. Our condition of heart, from day
to day, is that of men who are in fellowship with God, fellowship with
angels, fellowship with perfect spirits.

We have also come to Jesus, our Saviour, who is all and in all. In
him we live ; we are joined unto him in one spirit ; he is the Bridegroom
of our souls, the delight of our hearts. We are come to him as the
Mediator of the new covenant. What a blessed thing it is to know
that covenant of which he is the Mediator! Some in these days despise
the covenant ; but saints delight in it. To them the everlasting cove-
pant, ““ordered in all things, and sure,” is all their salvation and all
their desire. We are covenanted ones through our Lord Jesus. God
has pledged himself to bless us. By two immutable things wherein it
is impossible for him to lie, he has given us strong consolation, and
good hope through grace, even to all of us who have fled for refuge
to the Lord Jesus. We are happy to live under the covenant of grace,
the covenant of promise, the covenant symbolized by Jerusalem above,
which is free, and the mother of us all.

Then comes the last thing of all, mentioned last, as I shall have to
show you, for a purpose. We have come “ % the blood of sprinkling.”
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On that first day at Sinai no blood of sprinkling was presented ; but
afterwards it was used by divine order to ratify the national covenant
which the tribes made with Jehovah at the foot of the hill. Of that
covenant the Lord says, ¢ which my covenant they brake, although I was
an husband unto them.” Heg never brake his covenant, but they brake
it ; for they failed to keep that condition of obedience without which a
covenant founded upon works falls to the ground. We have come to the
blood of sprinkling which has fallen upon a covenant which never shall be
broken ; for the Lord hath made it to endure though rocks and hills re-
move. This is called by the Holy Ghost “ a better covenant, which was
established upon better promises.” We are comé to the covenant of
grace, to Jesus the Mediator of it, and to his blood, which is the seal of
it. Of this last we are going to speak at this time—< The blood of
sprinkling which speaketh better things than that of Abel.”

I shall need this morning to occupy all the time with what I regard
as only the first head of my discourse. What 4s 2 * The blood of
sprinkling.” It will be our duty afterwards to consider where we are—
“we are come unto this blood” ; and, thirdly, to remember what then?
“ See that ye refuse not him that speaketh.”

I Fimest, WHAT 18 1T? What is this “blood of sprink-
ling”? In a few words, “the blood of sprinkling” represents
the pains, the sufferings, the humiliation, and the death of the
Lord Jesus Christ, which he endured on the behalf of guilty
man. When we speak of the blood, we wish not to be understood
as referring solely or mainly to the literal material blood which
flowed from the wounds of Jesus. We believe in the literal fact
of his shedding his bload ; but when we speak of his cross and blood we
mean those sufferings and that death of our Lord Jesus Christ by which
he magnified the law of God; we mean what Isaiah intended when he
said, “ He shall make his soul an offering for sin”; we mean all the
griefs which Jesus vicariously endured on our behalf at Gethsemane, and
Gabbatha, and Golgotha, and specially his yielding up his life upon the
tree of scorn and doom. ¢ The chastisement of our peace was upon
him, and with his stripes we are healed.” ¢ Without shedding of blood
there is no remission”; and the shedding of blood intended is the death
of Jesus, the Son of God.

Remember that his sufferings and death were not apparent only,
but true and real; and that they involved an incalculable degree of pain
and anguish. To redeem our souls cost our Lord an exceeding sorrow-
fulness “even unto death ”; it cost him the bloody sweat, the heart
broken with reproach, and specially the agony of being forsaken of his
Father, till he cried, “ My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me ?
Our Mediator endured death undér the worst possible aspects, bereft of
those supports which are in all other cases of godly men afforded by the
goodness and faithfulness of God. His was not merely a natural death,
but a death aggravated by supernatural circumstance, which infinitely
intensified its woe. This is what we mean by the blood of Christ, his
sufferings, and his death.

These were voluntarily undertaken by himself out of pure love to us,
and in order that we might thereby be justly saved from deserved
punishment. There was no natural reason on his own account why he
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should suffer, bleed, and die. Far from it,—‘He .only hath immor-
tality.” But out of supreme love to us, that man might be forgiven
without the violation of divine rectitude, the Son of God assumed
human flesh, and became in very deed a man, in order that he might
be able to offer in man’s place a full vindication to the righteous and
unchangeable law of God. Being God, he thus showed forth the won-
drous love of God to man by being willing to suffer personally rather
than the redeemed should die as the just result of their sin. The
matchless majesty of his divine person lent supreme efficacy to his
sufferings. It was a man that died, but he was also God, and the
death of incarnate God reflects more glory upon law than the deaths of
myriads of condemned creatures could have done. See the yearning
of the great God for perfect righteousness: he had sooner die than
stain his justice even to indulge his mercy. Jesus the Lord, out of
love to the Father and to men, undertook willingly and cheerfully for
our sakes to magnify the law, and bring in perfect righteousness. This
work was so carried out to the utmost, that not a jot of the suffering
was mitigated, nor a particle of the obedience foregone : “ he became
obedient unto death, even the death of the cross.” Now he hath finished
transgression, made an end of sin, and brought in everlasting righteous-
ness: for he has offered such an expiation that God is just, and the
justifier of him that believeth. God is at once the righteous Judge,
and the infinitely loving Father, through what Jesus hath suffered.

Brethren, though I have said that there was no reason why the Son
of God should bleed and die on his own account, yet towards us there
was a reason. Our Lord from of old in the eternal covenant was con-
stitnted the head and representative of all who were in him; and so,
when the time came, he took the place, bore the sin, and suffered the
penalty of those whom the Father gave him from before the foundations
of the world. He is as much the representative man as the first Adam
was the representative man ; and as in Adam the sin was committed which
roined us, 8o in the second Adam the atonement was made which saves
us. “As in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be made alive.”
There was no other person so fit to undertake the enterprise of our
redemption as this second man, who is the Lord from heaven. He
properly, but yet ‘most generously and spontaneously, came and shed
his precious blood, in the room and place and stead of sinners, to bring
the guilty near to God.

But the text does not merely speak of the blood sked, which I have
explained to you, but of “the blood of sprinkling.” This is the
atonement applied for divine purposes, and specially applied to our own
hearts and consciences by faith. For the explanation of this sprinkling
we must look to the types of the Old Testament. In the Old Testament
the blood of sprinkling meant a great many things; in fact, I cannot
just now tell you all that it signified. We meet with it in the Book of
Exodus, at the time when the Lord smote all the first-born of Egypt.
Then the blood of sprinkling meant preservation. The basin filled with
blood was taken, and a bunch of hyssop was dipped into it, and the
lintel and the two side-posts of every house tenanted by Israelites were
smeared with the blood ; and when God saw the blood upon the house of
the Israelite, he bade the destroyer pass that family by, and leave their
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first-born unharmed. The sprinkled blood meant preservation : it was
Israel’s passover and safeguard.

The sprinkled blood very frequently signified the confirmation of a
covenant. So it is used in Exodus xxiv., which I read to you just now.
The blood was sprinkled upon the book of the covenant, and also upon
the people, to show that the covenant was, as far as it could be, con-
firmed by the people who promised, “All that the Lord hath said will we
do.” The blood of bulls and of goats in that case was but a type of the
sacrificial blood of the Lord Jesus Christ. The lesson which we learn
from Exodus xxiv. is that the blood of sprinkling means the blood of
ratification or confirmation of the covenant, which God has been pleased
to make with men in the person of our Lord Jesus Christ. Since Jesus
died, the promises are Yea and Amen to all believers, and must assuredly
be fulfilled. The covenant of grace had but one condition, and that
condition Jesus has fulfilled by his death, so that it has now become a
covenant of pure and unconditional promise to all the seed.

In many cases the sprinkling of the blood meant purification. If a
person had been defiled, he could not come into the sanctuary of God
without being sprinkled with blood. There were the ashes of a red
heifer laid up, and these were mixed with blood and water; and by
their being sprinkled on the unclean, his ceremonial defilement was
removed. There were matters incident to domestic life, and accidents
of outdoor life, which engendered impurity, and this impurity was put
away by the sprinkling of blood. This sprinkling was used in the case
of recovery from infectious disease, such as leprosy ; before such persons
could mingle in the solemn assemblies, they were sprinkled with the
blood, and thus were made ceremonially pure. In a higher sense this is
the work of the blood of Christ. It preserves us, it ratifies the
covenant, and wherever it is applied it makes us pure ; for “the blood
of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin.” We have our
hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience; for we have come unto
the obedience and sprinkling of the blood of Jesus Christ.

The sprinkling of the blood meant, also, sanctification. Before a man
entered upon the priesthood the blood was put upon his right ear,
and on the great toe of his right foot, and on the thumb of his right
hand, signifying that all his powers were thus consecrated to God. The
ordination ceremony included the sprinkling of blood upon the altar
round about. Even thus hath the Lord Jesus redeemed us unto God by
his death, and the sprinkling of his blood hath made ug kings and
priests unto God for ever. He is made of God unto us sanctification,
and all else that is needed for the divine service.

One other signification of the blood of the sacrifice was accepfation
and access. 'When the high priest went into the most holy place once a
year, it was not without blood, which he sprinkled upon the ark of the
covenant, and upon the mercy-seat, which was on the top thereof. All
approaches to God were made by blood. There was no hope of a man
drawing near to God, even in symbol, apart from the sprinkling of the
blood. ~And now to-day our only way to God is by the precious sacrifice
of Christ; the only hope for the success of our prayers, the acceptance
of our praises, or the reception of our holy works, is through the ever-
abiding merit of the atoning sacrifice of our Lord Jesus Christ. The






