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¢TI will instruct thee and teach thee in the way which thou shalt go: I will guide
thee with mine eye. Be ye not as the horse, or as the mule, which have no uuder-
standing : whose mouth must be held in with bit and bridle, lest they come near unto
thee.”” —Psalm xxxii. 8, 9.

THE joy of full forgiveness is described in the first two verses of this
psalm: “Blessed 1s he whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is
covered. Blessed is the man unto whom the Lord imputeth not
iniquity, and in whose spirit there is no guile.”” Oh, the blessedness
of sitting at Jesus’ feet, a sinner washed in his blood! Outside of
heaven there is no greater joy; and even there they sing of blood-
washed robes. ‘

After a man is pardoned, anxiety is awakened as to how he shall be
kept from sin in the future. The burnt child dreads the fire; and
although his burns have all been healed, he dreads the fire none the
less, but all the more. Those who have been scorched by sin tremble
at even a distant approach to the flame. You will always know
whether you are delivered from the guilt of sin by answering this.
question—Am I delivered from the love of sin? He who lost his way
yesterday feels his need of a guide for to-day and to-morrow. How
can the pardoned one endure the thought of again sinning against the
Lord? David’s great anxiety on this score is met by the gracious
answer of the Lord: ‘I will instruct thee and teach thee in the way
which thou shalt go.”

Another thing 18 noteworthy : David was now rid of guile as well as
guilt. Orientals pride themselves on their eunning, and David, by
nature, had a considerable share of craft about him; but he now
drives it from his spirit: he will not henceforth tolerate himself in
deceit. 'When he had thrown away this false wisdom, this carnal
prudence, he felt that he must look elsewhere for guidance. If he is
no longer to plot and plan with the cunning which he had shown in
the matter of Uriah, he will need other direction, and he looks up for
it, Bee how our gracious God comes in with the promise of guidance.
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¢ The meek will he guide in judgment: and the meek will he teach
his way.”” ‘“The Lord preserveth the simple.” The upright, who
can no longer trust their own deceitful hearts, shall find the. Lord an
all-sufficient guide. Happy is it for them that he has spoken such a
word as this: “I will instruct thee and teach thee in the way which
thou shalt go.”

One other observation. We find David, in this psalm, reaching to a
high state of joy, on account of his being forgiven. He exclaims,
in the seventh verse, ‘“ Thou shalt compass me about with songs of
deliverance.” A very proper state of mind to be in. It is meet that
the pardoned sinner should leap for joy. But, at the same time, the
wisdom of God comes in, not to check the joy, but to render it more
deep, more sure, and to prevent its coming to an untimely end.
David is in ecstasies of delight; but he is to be reminded that he is
not yet in heaven, and that he is compassed about with other things
besides songs. The voice of God commends his joy, but also reminds
him that there lies before him a future full of perils, a life strewn
with temptations., He is henceforth to be a disciple as well as a
singer; he needs to be instructed and taught in the way, for he is
a pilgrim still, and not yet at his journey’s end. Sound the timbrel
if you will, and shout for joy and sing unto the Lord, for he hath
triumphed gloriously ; but remember that on the other side of the
Red Sea there is a wilderness, and you will require much grace to
traverse it—such grace as only the Shepherd of Israel can give you.
You will be wise to address yourselves to your journey, and resolve to
follow him whose eye discerns the way, and whose hand can help you
in it. A pilgrim’s life is not all feasting. He has something else to
do besides praising God upon the high-sounding cymbals. We must
sit at Jesus’ feet, as well as look to his cross. We are to bear his
yoke and learn of him, that we may find rest unto our souls.

This may stand as an introduction ; for now I want to conduct you
further into this grave business of the saved man. You are pardoned,
my friend, you know you are, and you feel the joy of that knowledge.
God grant that your joy may abound yet more and more! Sitting in
your seat this morning, you are saying, ‘Oh, the heaped-up blessed-
ness of the man whose transgression is forgiven, and whose sin is
covered!” Yes, but you are not in heaven yet; something more is
needed ; not to secure the love of God, not to complete the work of
sovereign grace; but to educate you for the skies, to make you meet
to be a partaker of the inheritance of the saints in light. About that
matter we are going to talk as the Holy Spirit shall enable us.

That I may set before you, to the full, the teaching of the text, I
would have you note, first, a privilege to be sought—divine instruction, prac-
tical teaching, and tender guidance : secondly, a character to be avoided—
“Be ye not as the horse, or as the mule, which have no understand-
ing.” This will bring us to consider, thirdly, an snfliction to be escaped
— 'Whose mouth must be held in with bit and bridle.” If you do
not wish to be bitted and bridled, be readily obedient to the direction
of your Lord. We will come to a close by reflecting that there is 4
freedom to be attained. You may be free from bit and bridle, and
guided by the eye of God; you may find your way to heaven without
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the need of those rough chastisements which compel obedience. Oh,
for the help of the great Teacher in this matter!

I. First, here is A PRIVILEGE To BE s0UGHT. I will proceed at once
to set it forth from the words before us.

This guidance is very full én its nature. Three words are used to
describe it: “I will instruct thee, and teach thee in the way which
thou shalt go: I will guide thee with mine eye.”

The first word is, ¢ I will instruct thee ’—a promise fuller of mean-
ing than would appear upon its surface. God is prepared to give you
an inward understanding of spiritual things; for his instruction is in-
tensely effectual upon the mind. The Lord is prepared to teach you
in his truth ; to make you wise in heavenly matters. Though saved,
you are as yet a mere child, and unfamiliar with great truths. You
know but little of divine things: you know little of yourself, little
of your danger, little of holiness, and little of God; but the Lord here
promises to take you for his pupil, and to be himself your instructor.
He instructs so effectually as really to build up the mind; hence the
psalmist says, * Through thy precepts I get understanding.” Other
instructors can awaken that measure of understanding which is already
ours; but God giveth understanding to the simple. A good under-
standing is one of the gifts of his grace, and blessed are they who
receive it.

The second word is, I will teach thee ’; and this teaching is most
practical, for the promise is—*‘‘I will teach thee in the way which thou
shalt go.” God adds the precept to the doctrine, and instructs us in
both. Eminently precious is that practical teaching by which you are
made to know what to do, and how to do it. Theoretical teaching is
of small importance compared with this practical learning. The Lord
will teach us the art and mystery of holiness. He will apprentice us
to the Lord Jesus as the master of righteousness: he will make us
journeymen one of these days, and turn us out full-blown ¢ workmen
that need not to be ashamed.” Our great Teacher sends forth fine
workmen, whose good works are seen of men, and cause them to
glorify the Father in heaven.

The promise of the Lord, in the third word of the verse, gdes even
further than doctrinal and practical instruction; for we read, I will
guide thee with mine eye.” Herein is fellowship as well as instruc-
tion; for the guide goes with the traveller, and thus will God, in
the process of our instruction, give us fellowship with himself. Blessed
are they who follow the Lamb whithersoever he goeth: they have
both the privilege of holy walk and heavenly company. It is our bigh
privilege that, while our Shepherd goes before us, he calls us by
name, and we follow closely in his footsteps, as his well-beloved sheep.
We are not only to be told the way, and led into the way, but to be
accompanied in it by our teacher and friend. The education which
the Lord provides is complete in all its branches. Mind, and life, and
heart are all under the divine tuition. This is no pauper school, or
merely preparatory seminary: the text describes a high school of holi-
ness, a grammar school of grace, & University of holiness. In this
place of sacred instruction you may take high degrees if you will, and
become teachers of others also. He who forgave you provides for you
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everything that you can need to make you a disciple indeed, a learner
who in the ages to come shall make known to angels and principalities
and powers the manifold wisdom of God. Who would not be a scholar
in such a University as this ?

Note, next, that this teaching vs divine in its source. See how it runs:
¢¢ 7 will instruct thee.” How delightful! ¢ 7 will instruct thee: I will
guide thee with mine eye.” The Lord will not put us in a low class,
where some half-instructed usher or pupil-teacher shall look after us.
No; we shall all of us be taught by the Lord Jesus himself, and his
Holy Spirit. It is written, ¢ 7 will instruct thee: 7 will guide thee.”
Our Lord may instruct us by men who are taught of himself; but,
after all, the best of his servants cannot teach us anything profitably
except the Lord himself teaches by them and through them. He
alone teaches us to profit. What a wonderful condescension it is that
the Lord should become a teacher! Sunday-school teachers, adore
the head of your sacred college, even God himself! ¢ I will teach
thee, I will instruct thee.” They are well taught that are taught of
‘God ; and this privilege is common to all the family of love; for the
Scripture saith, * All thy children shall be taught of the Lord.”” It is
not said that a portion of them shall be left to be trained by angels
or archangels; but they shall all be taught of the Lord. Jehovah
himself will be the instructor of every soul that comes to him through
Jesus Christ.

Observe how wonderfully personal ts this promised guidance. While
the address in the ninth verse is in the plural, “Be ye not as the
horse, or as the mule,” the promise is in the singular to each in-
dividual : “T will instruct thee and teach thee in the way which #hou
shalt go; I will guide ¢kee with mine eye.”” Wonder of wonders, the
Infinite focuses himself upon the insignificant! We who are less
than the motes in the sunbeam, are nevertheless considered individually
by him who filleth all in all, who is greater than all that he fills.
T will instruct ¢kee.” Yes, Jehovah will condescend to instruct that
believer who is feeblest of all the company. Rejoice, my brother, that
though thy understanding be a commonplace one, and though thy
position be very obscure, yet the Lord does not say, “ I will send thee
to a preparatory school kept by some inferior teacher ”’ ; but he does
say, ‘I will instruct thee.” God instructs each beliover as truly as if he
were his only child. It is delightful to reflect that while Christ’s death
has a sufficient efficacy in it to save a believing world, yet if his
design had been to save only me, he must have offered the same
sacrifice as he has done. His death would have been needful to
prove that ¢ he loved me, and gave himself for me.” 8o, while our
Lord’s teaching would suffice to instruct myriads of men who are willing
to learn, yet does he condescend to bring all his teaching to bear upon
each single person: “I will instruct thee, and teach thee in the way
which fhou shalt go.” I note with comfort, in the text, what the
French call fu-toi-age. Bpeaking to one another very familiarly, they
say ‘“‘thou” and ¢ thee.”” How sweetly is this seen in this passage:
I will instruct thee, and teach thee in the way which thou shalt go.
I will guide fiee with mine eye”! Hear you not the great Father
talking to his dear child? Yes, I hear him speaking to you and to






