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“ And Aaron shall burn thereon sweet incense every morning : when he dresseth the

lamps, he shall burn incense upon it. And when Aaron lighteth the lamps at even, he
shall burn incense upon it, a perpetual incense before the Lord throughout your genera-
tions."—Exodus xxx. 7, 8.
CERTAIN ceremonies under the law were only of annual celebration;
while other matters were of daily observation ; and by the daily repeti-
tion were intended to be set forth as eminently constant and perpetual.
These daily ordinances were to be regarded by the children of Israel as
of standing obligation, abiding types of constant necessity, never to be
removed so long as the dispensation should last,

When the priest went into the tabernacle he could not enter it without
being warned of sin and of sacrifice, for at the entrance of the holy place
stood an altar of brass, upon which there was offered every morning
a lamb and every evening a lamb. This taught that access to God was
not possible except by expiation,— expiation by bloody sacrifice, expiation
by the death of a substituted vietim, expiation which must continue as
long as sin remained. You could not enter even into the first court
without the sight of an altar, and blood, and fire : thus showing us that
there is no coming to God, even on the ordinary level of Christian expe-
rience, apart from the atonement made by our Lord Jesus, who is “ the
Lamb slain from the foundation of the world.” You cannot be heard
in penitent prayer, or receive pardon, or commence the life of faith, or
be even a babe in grace, except you know the great truth, that the Lord
“ hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin ; that we might be made
the righteousness of God in him.” Without shedding of blood remission
of sin and access to God are out of the question. Paul ascribes our
drawing near unto the Lord to our Saviour's perfect sacrifice, for he says,
“Ye who sometimes were far off are made nigh by the blood of Christ.”

Before the innermost sanctuary there hung a substantial veil, and the
entrance into the Holy of Holies was only permitted once in the year.
If that veil had been lifted up so that we could enter, we should have
found at the door a golden altar, to represent again our Lord Jesus
Christ under another aspect ; for on that golden altar there was offered

a sweet perfume of precious spices, denoting his perpetual intercession
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on the behalf of his people, and his enduring merits which are con-
tinually being presented by himself before the throne of the Most Hieh
To go within the veil you must pass by the altar of incense. Leamn
hence that to the door of the inner chamber of communion with God
we must approach by the perfect merit of our redeeming Lord. We
come not in our own merit; but we ave “accepted in the Beloved.” It
we have ever been favoured with high and holy communion with God,
such as he reserves for favoured saints; if we have been enabled to come
boldly to the throne of the heavenly grace, and have looked into the
tempered brightness of that light which shines above the mercy-seat,
we have come only by virtue of the infinite merit of our Lord Jesns.
The lowest form of communion in the outer court must be by the
sacrifice of Jesus; and the highest form of communion, even that which
is most intense and most delightful, is still by Christ: the incense scts
forth his merit, and that is not without blood, for once in the year the
horns of the altar werc smeared with the blood which had been carried
within the veil. There was no coming within the veil without passing
by the incense altar, even as there is no access to God but by the all-
powerful mediation of the Lord Jesus Christ. Let us never forget this.
Simple as the truth is, we are apt to pass it by as of no force. Iam afraid
we are apt to put the most important truths into the background because
they seem to be so elementary ; but we ought to remember that they arc
elementary only because they are essential from first to last,  Never try to
draw near to God in prayer, or praise, or meditation, or Scripture
reading, or holy service apart from Jesus Christ, or your attempt must
be a failure. Through the wall of fire which surrounds the throne you
can only pass by way of the one door, namely, the bhody and blood of
our great Mediator, Sacrifice, and Substitute. Isnot that door sufficient ?
Why should we climb up some other way? If I am very heavy of
heart, do not let me try to raise my spirits, and so come in the power of
human courage ; but let me come just as I am, made bold through him
whose comforts delight my soul. IfIfeel that I have been sinning, do
not let me try to get rid of my sin by some other process, and then
draw near to God; but let me come, sinner as I am, in the name of
the sinner’s Saviour, and so draw near to God, having washed my
robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. Jesus saith,
“I am the way”: why should we seck another? Have nothing to do
with an absolute God; only deal with him through a mediator, and
keep to that way, for no man cometh unto the Father but by the Lord
Jesus. Oh, ye most experienced and privileged oncs, take good note of
the golden altar, and whenever ye approach the mercy-seat les the cloud
of its incense cover you and perfume your prayers. )
Hard by the golden altar, which was nearest to the Holy of Holies,
stood the golden candlestick with its seven branches: these two in-
structive types were set near each other for a purpose which 1 would open
up to-day. This candlestick was a matter of daily ordinance as much as
the brazen altar of sacrifice, or the golden altar of incense : it was for
continual use and was therefore dressed twice each day. We havea
continual want of the precious atonement of Christ, of the intercession of
Christ, and of the light of God’s Holy Spirit. These are not things for
once in g year ; these ave matters for every day and all the day, and
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therefore they were attended to both at morning and at evening as if to
ghut in all the hours of the day within two golden doors. Every morn-
ing had its lamb, its burning incense, and its lighted lamp ; and the
same pertained to every evening all the year round. Thusall days were
fringed and bordered with this three-fold type: even as at this time all
our days are sanctified by faith in the effectual expiation, joy in the
prevailing intercession, and delight in the clear shining of the Spirit
which malkes glad all who are in the house.

This morning I desire to call your attention to the conjunction which
was established by the divine law between the burning of the incense
and the lighting of the lamps : these two things, being both of daily
observance, were attended to at the same moment for reasons worthy of
our study.

I. And first I call your attention to THE WONDERFUL CO-OPERATION
BETWEEN THE INTERCESSION OF CHRIST FOR US, AND THE WORK OF THE
Hory SpIriT IN Us. See how on the grandest scale the incense of
intercession and the lamp of spiritual illumination are set side by side.
He whose merit brings us life is in divine alliance with him who brings
us light : indeed, there is such unity between them that Jesus himself 1s
said to be a light to lighten the Grentiles, and the glory of his people
Israel. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ brings with it the com-
munion of the Holy Ghost, for the Father has joined them together.

Note, that we have these both revealed in thewr fulness at the same time.
‘When our Lord ascended on high to plead before the throne, the Spirit
descended to abide in the Church. After the Lord was taken up the
disciples received the promise of the Father and were illuminated by
the Holy Ghost. Jesus our great High Priest presented the sweet
savour of his own person and work before the eternal throne; and then
came the Spirit of God as tongues of fire lighting up the sons of men
and making them to be as candles of the Lord. Well said the apostle
at Pentecost,—*This Jesus hath God raised up, whereof we all are
witnesses. Therefore being by the right hand of God exalted, and
having received of the Father the promise of the Holy Ghost, he hath
shed forth this, which ye now see and hear.” I say the two come
historically together and we must for ever connect in our meditations
the ascended Saviour’s intercession and the illumination of the saints
by the descended Spirit.

Now, as they were connected historically, so are they continually con-
nected as a malter of fact. At this day it 18 as it was at Pentecost : our
Lord hath not ceased to intercede, and the Spirit hath not ceased to
illuminate. Herein lies our hope for our own eternal salvation, in the
ceaseless plea and the quenchless light. For the working out of that
which God is working in us, both to will and to do of his own good
pleasure, we have these two guarantees and helps,—the Saviour praying
and the Spirit shining. Jesus is pleading, and therefore our faith fails
not when Satan sifts us as wheat; the Spirit is working, and therefore
the light of our faith is sustained by a secret mystic oil which prevents
the enemy from putting it out. This also is our two-fold confidence
when we go forth into the world to preach the gospel. Unto the Lord
Jesus all power is given in heaven and in earth, and he is “able to save
to the uttermost them that come unto God by him, seeing he ever liveth
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to make intercession for them.” The Church of God must succeed in
her mission because her errand is the object of the continual prayers
of her living Lord. But she has her second help, namely the Comforter
who abideth with us and goeth forth with the word that we preach
making it potent for the conversion of the sons of men. We have the
incense of Christ's merit pleading with God, and the light of God’s
Spirit pleading with men: we have Christ as an advocate with God
and the Holy Ghost as an advocate with men.  What more is needed ?
What joy and confidence we ought to feel in the work of the Lord since
Jesus 1s pleading and the Spirit is striving at the same time: the in-
cense rising, filling earth and heaven with its sweetness, and the Spirit
brightly shining to the comfort and delight of those who go forth into
the darkness with the name of Jesus on their lips. Joy to those who
sit in darkness. and in the valley of the shadow of death, for even for
them is this seven-fold light shining; and to their dank, pestilential
abodes there comes the healing breath of sweet perfume from the Re-
deemer’s merits.

Furthermore, this conjunction, as it is a matter of history, and as it is
continuous, will always be seen by us personally when our prayer s the
effectual fervent prayer of a righleous man that availeth much. It nceds
the Trinity to make a Christian, it needs the Trinity to make a Christian
prayer. The Father must hear us, else of what avail are our cries ?
But the ordained Mediator must also stand between us and the Father,
presenting his merit like the smoke of sweet incense, or else our prayer
can never be accepted of God ; and to come down closer to ourselves,
the Spirit of God must also help our infirmities, for we know not what
we should pray for as we ought. So that whenever we pray we must
have these two in happy conjunction : interccssion and enlightenment :
incense and light. My prayer as my own prayer is a poor, vain, defiled
thing unless Jesus perfumes it ; and it is a poor, dark, blind thing unless
the Spirit of God has enlightened it. The Holy Spirit teaches us what
to pray for, and how to order our words aright. In his light we see
light.  We are in the dark till he shines like the golden candlestick,
and enables us to see our own need and the fulness of God’s grace. It
is his light that makes our heart to see the Lord in prayer: so that we
seek the Lord by the light of his own Spirit. When prayer is the work
of the Spirit in the heart we are absolutely certain that it muss succeed,
because the Spirit maketh intercession in the saints according to the
will of God. The Holy Spirit is one with the Father, and he is most
truly God, so that whatever he prompts us to pray for is the same thing
which the Father hus already decreed and eternally determined to
bestow. Our wishes and desires might never succeed with God if they
were that and no more, for our thoughts are not his thoughts, neither
are our ways his ways : but the thoughts and purposes of God, when
these are photographed upon our spirit by the Holy Chost, are the
pictures of that which is assuredly to be, the prophecy of the determinate
nurpose and foreknowledge of God. What is written in yon scaled book,
upon which no human eye can gaze, is transcribed and written by the
Spirit of God upon our hearts, and thus we pray for that very thing wln(':h
God designs to give. There is an assured certainty of succcss to tae
prayer that is made in the power of the Spirit of God. While praying






