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¢ Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word is truth.”—John xvii. 17.

OuR Lord Jesus prayed much for his people while he was here on earth,
He made Peter the special subject of his intercession when he knew
that he was in extraordinary danger. The midnight wrestlings of the
Son of man were for his people. In the sacred record, however, much
more space is taken up by our Lord’s intercessions as he nears the end
of his labours.  After the closing supper, his public preaching work being
ended, and nothing remaining to be done but to die, he gave himself wholly
unto prayer. He was not again to instruct the multitude, nor to heal
the sick; and in the interval which remained, before he should lay
down his life, he girded himself for special intercession. He poured out
his soul in life before he poured it out unto death.

In this wonderful prayer, our Lord, as our great High Priest, appears
to enter upon that perpetual office of intercession which he is now exer-
cising at the right hand of the Father. Our Lord ever seemed, in the
eagerness of his love, to be inticipating his work. Before he was set apart
for hislife-work, by the descentof the Holy Gthost upon him, he must needs
be about his Father's business; before he finally suffered at the hands of
cruel men, he had a baptism to be baptized with, and he was straitened
till it was accomplished ; before he actually died, he was covered with a
bloody sweat, and was exceeding sorrowful even unto death ; and in this
case, before he in person entered within the veil, he made intercession for
us.  He never tarries when the good of his people calls for him. His love
hath wings as well as feet : it is true of him evermore, “ He rode apon a
cherub, and did fly : yea, he did fly upon the wings of the wind.” O beloved,
what a friend we have in Jesus ! so willing, so speedy to do for us all that
we need. Oh that we could imitate him in this, and be quick of under-
standing to perceive our line of service, and eager of heart to enter
upon it.

This chapter, which ought to be universally known as the Lord’s
Prayer, may be called the holy of holies of the word of God. Here we
are admitted to that secret place where the Son of God speaks with the
Fath%' in closest fellowship of love. Here we look into the heart of J esus,
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a8 he sets out in order his desires and requests before his Father on our
behalf. Here inspiration lifts her veil, and we behold truth face to face.
Our text lies somewhere near the middle of the prayer ; it is the heart
of it. Our Lord’s desire for the sanctification of his people pervades
the whole prayer ; but it is gathered up, declared, and intensified in the
one sentence that I have read to you: “Sanctify them through thy
truth : thy word is truth.” How invaluable must the blessing of sanctifi-
cation be when our Lord, in the highest reach of his intercession, cries :
‘ Sanctify them”! In sight of his passion, on the night before his
death, our Saviour lifts his eyes to the great Father, and cries in his
most plaintive tones, “ Father, sanctify them,” The place whereon we
stand is holy ground, and the subject whereof we speak demands our
solemn thought. Come, Holy Spirit, and teach us the full meaning of
this prayer for holiness! ,

First, I call your attention to what it ds the Saviour asks— sanctify
them” ; and then, for whom he asks ¢t—it is for those whom his Father
had given him. Thirdly, we shall note of whom he asks it: he asks
this sanctification of God the Father himself, for he alone it is who
can sanctify his people. Lastly, we will enquire kow s this blessing fo
be wrought 2— * Sanctify them through thy truth”; and our Lord adds
an explanatory sentence, which was a confession of his own faith towards
the word of the Lord, and an instruction to our faith in the same
matter, “Thy word is truth,”

I. At the beginning, then, consider wHAT HE AskED. What is this
inestimable blessing which our Saviour so earnestly requests at the
Father’s hand ? He first prays, “ Holy Father, keep them” ; and
again, ‘“Keep them from the evil ”; but this negative blessing of pre-
servation from evil is not enough : he seeks for them positive holiness,
and therefore he cries, “sanctify them.” The word is one of consider-
able range of meaning: I am not able to follow it through all its
shades, but one or two must suffice. .

It means, first, dedicafe them to thy service; for such must be the
meaning of the word further down, when we read, “ For their sakes I
sanctify myself” In the Lord’s case it cannot mean purification from
sin, because our Saviour was undefiled ; his nature was unblemished by
sin, and his actions were unspotted. No eye of man, nor glance of fiend,
could discover fault in him, and the search of God only resulted in the
declaration that in him God was well pleased. Our Lord’s sanctifica-
tion was his consecration to the fulfilment of the Divine purpose, his ab-
sorption in the will of the Father. ¢ Lo, I come todo thy will, O God.”
In this sense our interceding Lord asks that all his people may by the
Father be ordained and consecrated unto holy service. The prayer
means, “ Father, consecrate them to thine own self ; let them be temples
for thine indwelling, instruments for thy use.” Under Jewish law the
tribe of Levi was chosen out of the twelve, and ordained to the service
of the Lord, instead of the firstborn, of whom the J.ord had said, « Al
the firstborn of the children of Israel are mine: or the day that I
smote every firstborn in the land of Egypt I sanctified them for myself.”
(Numbers viii. 17.) Out of the tribe of Levi one family was taken and
dedicated to the priesthood. Aaron and his sons are said to haye been
sanctified. (Lev. viii, 80.) A certain tent was sanctified to the service
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of God, and hence it became a sanctuary; and the vessels that were
therein, whether they were greater, like the altar, and the holy table,
and the ark of the covenant, or whether they were of less degree, like the
bowls and the snuff-dishes of the candlestick, were all dedicated or sanc-
tified. (Numbers vii. 1.) None of these things could be used for any
other purpose than the service of Jehovah. In his courts there was a
holy fire, a holy bread, and a holy oil. The holy anointing oil, for in-
stance, was reserved for sacred uses.  Upon man’s flesh it shall not be
poured ”’; and again, “ Whosoever shall make like unto that, to smell
thereto, shall even be cut off from his people.” - These sanctified things
were reserved for holy purposes, and any other use of them was strictly
forbidden. Bullocks and lambs and sheep and turtle-doves, and so forth,
were given by devout offerers, brought to the holy place, and dedicated
unto God ; henceforth they belonged to God, and must be presented at
his altar. This is one part of the meaning of our Lord’s prayer. He
would have each of us consecrated unto the Lord, designated and or-
dained for divine purposes. We are not the world’s, else might we be
ambitious ; we are not Satan’s, else might we be covetous; we are not
our own, else might we be selfish. We are bought with a price, and
hence we are his by whom the price is paid. We belong to Jesus, and
he presents us to his Father, and begs him to accept us and sanctify us
to his own purposes. Do we not most heartily concur in this dedica-
tion? Do we not cry, “ Father, sanctify us to thy service”? I am
sure we do if we have realized our redeemed condition.

Beloved brethren, if the sprinkling of the blood, of which we spake
last Sabbath-day, has really taken effect upon us, we belong, from this
time forth, unto him that died for us, and rose again. We regard our-
selves as God’s men, the liveried servants of the great King—that livery
the robe of righteousness. We were as sheep going astray, but we
have now returned unto the great Shepherd and Bishop of souls; and
henceforth we are his people and the sheep of his pasture. If any
should ask, “To whom belongest thou ?” we answer, “I belong to
Christ.” If any enquire, “ What is thine occupation?” we reply
with Jonah, “I fear God.” We are not now at our own disposal,
neither can we hire ourselves out to inferior objects, mercenary aims, or
selfish ambitions ; for we are engaged by solemn contract to the service
of our God. We have lifted up our hand unto the Lord, and we cannot
draw back. Neither do we wish to withdraw from the delightful com-
pact and covenant ; we desire to keep it even unto the end. We seek
no liberty to sin, nor license for self ; rather do we cry, “ Bind the
sacrifice with cords, even unto the horns of the altar. Sanctify us,
O Lord. Let us know, and let all the world know, that we are thine,
because we belong to Christ.”

In addition to this,.those who belonged to God, and were dedicated
to his service, were set apart and separated from others. There was a
special service for the sefting-apart; of priests ; certain rites were per-
formed at the sanctifying of dedicated places and vessels. You remem-
ber with what solemn service the Tabernacle was set up, and with what
pomp of devotion the Temple itself was set apart for the divine service.
The Sabbath-day, which the Lord hath sanctified, is set apart from the
rest of time. To man it is a dies non, because it is the Lord’s-day.
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The Lord would have those who are dedicated to him to be separated
from the rest of mankind. For this purpose he brought Abraham from
Ur of the Chaldees, and Israel out of Egypt. ‘The people shall dwell
alone, and shall not be reckoned among the nations.” The Lord saith
of his chosen, “This people have I formed for myself ; they shall shew
forth my praise.” Before long this secret purpose is followed by the
open call : “Come out from among them, and be ye separate ; touch not
the unclean thing ; and I will be a Father unto you, and ye shall be my
sons and daughters.” The church of Christ is to be a chaste virgin,
wholly set apart for the Lord Christ: his own words concerning his
peo;l)(lie are these, “ They are not of the world, even as I am not of the
world.”

By the election of grace from before the foundation of the world
this distinction commences, and the names are written in heaven. There-
upon follows a redemption peculiar and special, as it is written, ¢ These
were redeemed from among men, being the firstfruits unto God and to
the Lamb.” This redemption is followed by effectual calling, wherein
men are made to come forth from the old world into the kingdom of
Christ. This is attended with regeneration, in which they receive a
new life, and so become as much distingunished from their fellow-men
ag the living are from the dead. This separating work is further carried
on in what is commonly known as sanctification, whereby the man of
@God is removed farther and farther from all fellowship with the un-
fruitful works of darkness, and is changed from glory unto glory, into
an ever-growing likeness of his Lord, who was “holy, harmless, unde-
filed, separate from sinners.”

Those who are sanctified in this sense have ceased to be unequally
yoked together with unbelievers; they have ceased to run with the
multitude to do evil; they are not conformed to this present evil world ;
they are strangers and pilgrims upon the earth. The more assuredly
this is true of them the better. There are some, in these apostate days,
who think that the church cannot do better than to come down to the
world to learn her ways, follow her maxims, and acquire her “ culture.”
In fact, the notion is that the world is to be conquered by our con-
formity to it. This is as contrary to Scripture as the light is to
the darkness. The more distinct the line between him that feareth
God and him that feareth him not, the better all round. It will be
a black day when the sun itself is turned into darknmess. When
the salt has lost its savour, and no longer opposes putrefaction, the
world will rot with a vengeance. That text is still true, “Ye are of
God, little children, and the whole world lieth in the wicked one.” The
geed of the woman kncws no terms with the serpent brood but con-
tinual war. Our Lord saith that in this matter he came not to send
peace on the earth, but a sword. * Because ye are not of the world,
but I have cosen you out of the world, therefore the world hateth you.”
If the church seeks to cultivate the friendship of the world, she has this
message from the Holy Ghost by the pen of the apostle James : « Ye adul-
terers and adulteresses, know ye not that the friendship of the world is
enmity with God ? whosoever therefore will be a friend of the world is
the enemy of God.” He charges all who would please the world with
the black and filthy crime of spiritual adultery. The heart which
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ought to be given to Christ and purity must not wander forth wantonly
to woo the defiled and polluted things of this present evil world.
Separation from the world is Christ’s prayer for us.

Put these two things together, dedication to God and separation unto
him, and you are nearing the meaning of the prayer. But, mark you, it is
not all separation that is meant ; for, as I told you in the reading. there
are some who “ separate themselves,” and yet are sensual, not having the
Spirit. Separation for separation’s sake savours rather of Babel than of
Jerusalem. It is one thing to separate from the world, and another
thing to be separate from the church. Where we believe that there is
living faith in Jesus, and the indwelling of the Holy Ghost, we are not
called to division, but to unity. For actual and manifest sin we must
separate ourselves from offenderz ; but we err if we carry on this separa-
tion where it is not authorized by the word of God. The Corinthians
and Galatians were far from being perfect in life, and they had made
many mistakes in doctrine, yea, even upon vital points; but inasmuch
as they were truly in Christ, Paul did not command any to come out of
those churches, and to be separate therefrom ; but he exhorted them to
prove each man his own work, and he laboured to bring them all back
to the one and only gospel, and to a clearer knowledge of it. We
are to be faithful to truth ; but we are not to be of a contentious spirit,
separating ourselves from those who are living members of the one and
indivisible body of Christ. To promote the unity of the church, by
creating new divisions, is not wise. Cultivate at once the love of the
truth and the love of the brethren. The body of Christ will not be per-
fected by being rent. Truth should be the companion of love. If we
heartily love even those who are in some measure in error, but who possess
the life of God in their souls, we shall be the more likely to set them
right. Separation from the world is a solemn duty; indeed it is the
hard point, the crux and burden of our religion. It is not easy to be
filled with love to men and yet for God’s sake, and even for their own
sake, to be separated from them. The Lord teach us this.

At the same time, this word “sanctification” means what is com-
monly understood by it, namely, the making of the people of God holy.
“Banctify them,” that is, work in them a pure and holy character. * Lord,
make thy people holy,” should be our daily prayer. I want you to
notice that this word here used in the Greek is not that which is ren-
dered “ Purify” ; but it has another shade of meaning. Had it meant
“ purify,” it would hardly have becn used in reference to our Lord as it
i in the next verse.

It has a higher meaning than that. O brethren, if you are called
Christians, there must be no room for doubt as to the fact that you are
purged from the common sins and ordinary transgressions of mankind,
else are you manifestly liars unto God, and deceivers of your own souls.
They that are not moral, they that are not honest, they that are not
kind, they that are not truthful, are far from the kingdom. How car
these be the children of God who are rot even decent children of men?
Thus we judge, and rightly judge, that the life of God cannot be ia
that man’s soul who abides wilfully in any knowa sin, and takes pleasure
therein. Noj; purification is not all. We will take it for granted that
you who profess to be Christians have escaped from the foul pollution






