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“In whom ye also trusted, after that ye heard the word of truth, the gospel of
your galvation: in whom also after that ye believed, ye were sealed with that Holy
Spirit of promise, which is the earnest of our inheritance until the redemption of
the purchased possession, unto the praise of his glory.”—Ephesians i. 13, 14,

I HAVE taken the whole passage for the sake of completing the gense, but
T have no intention whatever of preaching upon all of it. Practically I
only need for the topic of this morning the following words:—*“In
whom also after that ye believed, ﬁe were sealed with that Holy Spirit of
promise.” The sealing of the Holy Spirit will be the subject of our
meditation. There are many who have believed in the Lord Jesus
Christ who are extremely anxious to obtain some token for good, some
witness from God which shall render them quite sure that they are saved.
They have not yet reached the full assurance of faith, and they feel
uneasy till they attain it. They feel that these matters are too important
to be left at all uncertain, and they, therefore, pine for some sure wit-
ness or seal. Men will not rigk their estates, and no spiritually sensible
man will endure to have his soul and its eternal affairs in jeopardy for
an hour: hence this anxiety. It is true that by the way of faith
only the fullest and best assurance may be reached, but many who de
truly believe in the Lord Jesus Christ are not yet aware of this, and
their trembling hearts crave for a testimonial from the infallible God to
certify them that they are indeed saved. Yes, and I conceive that even
more advanced saints, who know more fully where their standing is, and
confess that they can only walk by faith, yet often sing with very great
cmphasis of desire—.

“ Might I but hear thy heavenly tongue
But whisper ¢ Thou art mine,
That cheergxl word should raise my song
To notes almost divine.”

Though we can and do kelieve, and can claim the privilege which belongs
to th&se who have not seen and yet have believed, yet we would be glad to
o. 1,284,
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have a sight sometimes. We sometimes wish we could know by sure
mark and evidence and token that our experience is after all a reality,
and that we are indeed born of God.

¢ Q tell me that my worthless name
Is graven on thy hands!
Show me some fromise in thy book
Where my salvation stands!”

Now, in the best scnse, this seal which we seek after is to be had; nay,
it is manifestly seen by many of God’s children. It does not supersede
faith, but it rewards and strengthens it. There is a way by which God
does gpeak to his own, and assure them that they are his; there is a
pledge, and an earnest, and this is freely given to the people of God.
May God’s own Spirit enable me to speak aright upon this weighty
subject.

The text says,  After that ye believed, ye were sealed with that Holy
Spirit of promise;” and, therefore, first, I shall call your attention te
the position of this sealing ; secondly, to the benefits which arise out of it;
and thirdly, to the sealing itself, which, indeed, I shall endeavowr to
explain &ll ¢through.

I. First, let us speak of THE POSITION OF THIS SEALING. We are
desirous to get some confirming seal from God set upon our souls, some
sure token that we are indeed his own people. That sealing we can
have, God does bestow it; but let us notice very carefully,lest we makea
mistake, where that sealing comes in. It does not come before believing.
According to the text it is  after that ye believed, ye Were sealed.” Now,
there are hundreds of persons who are craving for gomething to see or to
feel before they will believe in Jesus Christ ; this is wickedness, and the
result of an unbelief which is most offensive in the sight of God. If yon
demand a token before you believe, you practically say that you cannot
take God’s bare word for your comfort, that the sure word of testimony
recorded in the Bible is not enough for you, that the solemn declaration of
God may after all be false ; at any rate, that you find it impossible to repose
your confidence upon that alone, and must see something beside. If not
a miracle, perhaps you demand a dream, or a strange feeling, or a mys-
terious operation ; at any rate, if you do not see some sign and wonder,
you declare that you will not believe. You do, in fact, say to God, “If
thou wilt not go out of thy way to give me what I ask, and to do for me
what I demand, then I will call thee a liar to thy face, by refusing to
believe on thee.” Ah, my hearer, this will not do; this is to provoke the
Lord to jealousy, and he that doeth this shall receive no token whatso-
ever, except it be the sign of the unbelievers of Chorazin, for whom the
day of judgment shall be more intolerable than for Sodom and Gomorrah.

Note also that this sealing does not necessardly come at once with
faith. 1t grows out of faith, and comes “after that ye believed.” We
are not in every case sealed at the moment when we first trust in Jesus.
I am persuadeg that many who believe in Jesus enter into peace directly,
and perceive at once the blessed assurance which is involved in their
possessing. the Holy Spirit; but with many others it is not so. I have

uently been asked this question, “ What is a person to do who does
believe in Jesus, but yet is not conscions of peace and joy, but is filled
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with such a conflict within that the nutmost he can do is to cling to Jesus
with trembling hope ?” T have replied, “ If you believe in Jesus Christ
you are saved ; the best evidence that you are saved lies in the assurance
of the word of God that every believer has eternal life.” Whether you
feel that you are justified or not is not the point, you are to accept
God’s word, which assures you that every one that believeth is justified :
you are bound to believe the testimony of God apart from the supporting
evidence of inward experience, and if it were possible for you to be a
believer by the year together, and yet to find no peace, still you would
have no right to doubt what God says because you do not feel
peace, but you are bound to hold on to God’s promise whether you
enjoy peace or not. My firm belief is that where there is a real
faith in the promise of God, peace and the other fruits of the Spirit
come a8 a necessary ultimate consequence, but even then they are not
grounds of faith: the word of the Lord is the sole foundation upon
which faith builds. Some people have a sort of confidence in God, but
they are also looking out for confirming signs, and they spoil the sim-
plicity of their faith by having one eye on Christ and another eye on
their peace of mind. Now, my friend, this will never do. You are bound
to believe in God as he is revealed in Christ Jesus unto salvation, alto-
gether apart from peace, joy, or anything else. The witness of the
Spirit within is not the ground nor the cause of our faith: faith cometh
by hearing, and hearing by the word of God. I, being a sinner, believe
that Jesus Christ came into the world to save sinners, and I rest
my soul upon him, believing that he will save me; this is to be my
standing, seal or no seal, token or no token. My dependence is not to
be upon the geal of the Spirit, but upon the blood of the Sen. The
Spirit of God never takes the place of the Redeemer, he exercises his own
peculiar office, which is to take of the things of Christ and show them
unto us, and not to put his own things in the place of Jesus. The
foundation of our hope is laid in Christ from first to last, and if we
rest there we are saved. The seal does not always come with faith, but
it follows after. I have said this because I am afraid lest in any way
whatever you should leave the simple, plain, and solid ground of confi-
dence in the finished work of Jesus Christ, and in that only. Recollect
that a man who believes in Jesus Christ is as truly saved when he docs
not know it as he is when he does know it’; he is as truly the Lord’s
when he mourns in the valley of humiliation as when he sings on the
mountain top of joy and fellowship. Qur ground of trust is not to be
found in our experience, but in the person and work of our Lord Jesus.

“J dare not trust the sweetest frame;
But wholly lean on Jesus’ name :
On Christ the solid rock I stand,
All other ground is sinking sand.”

Note, also, as to the position of this sealing, that, while it is not the
{irst, 4t is not the last thing in the divine life. 1t comes after believing,
but when you obtain it there is something yet to follow. Perhaps you
have had the notion that if you could once be told from the mouth of
God himself that you were saved, you would then lie down and cease
{rom life’s struggle. It is clear, therefore, that such an assurance would
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be an evil thing for you, for a Christian is never more out of place than
when he dreams that he has ceased from conflict. The natural, fit, and
proper position for a soldier of Jesus Christ is to be at war with sin.
‘We are wrestlers, and our normal condition is that of “ striving according
to his working who worketh in us mightily.” This side heavcn, if there
be a place for nest-building and ease-taking it is not the place for you :
you are a pilgrim, and a pilgrim’s business is to be on the road, pressing
forward to the home beyond. Remember, if there be seats of case, and
no doubt there are, they are not for you, since you are a runner in a
great race, with heaven and earth for witnesses. Cessation from watch-
fulness means ruin to your soul, the closing of conflict would show
that you could never gain the victory, and perfect rest on carth would
show that none remained for you in heaven. Even if the Spirit of God
seal you, what will it amount te ? To the inheritance itself, so that you
can say, “I have attained perfection”? Certainly not. No, brethren,
the Scripture says, “ Which is fhe earnest of our inheritance till the
redemption of the purchased possession.” This side heaven all you cannot
obtain is an earnest of the perfection of which heaven is made up.

* There rest shall follow toil,
And ease succeed to care:

The victors there divide the spoil ;
They sing and triumph there."”

Here we must labour, watch, run, fight, wrestle, agonise ; all our forces,
strengthened'by the Eternal Spirit, must be expended in this high en-
terprise, striving to enter in at the strait gate : when we have obtained
the sealing our warfare is not ended, we have only then received a fore-
taste of the victory, for which we must still fight on.

This is the true position of the sealing. It stands between the grace
which enables us to believe, and the glory which is our promised in-
heritance.

II. We will notice, secondly, what are THE BENEFITS OF THIS
SEALING, and while we are so doing, we shall be compelled to state what
we think that sealing is, though that is to be the subject of the third
head. The sealing spoken of in the text does not make the promises of
God to be true. Please to notice that. This text has been preached
upon as though it stated that the Spirit of God set his seal upon the
gospel and the promises of God. Well, dear friends, it is true that the
Spirit of God witnesses to the truth, and to the sureness of the pro-
mises, but that is evidently not intended here, for the text says, not
that the promises were sealed, but that “ yc were sealed.” You are the
writing which has the stamp put upon it ; you yourselves are sealed. It
i8 not even stated that the Spirit of God seals up covenant blessings as
gold is sealed up in a bag, and reserves them for the chosen seed ; the
text tells us that believers themselves are thus reserved, and marked
as the Lord’s peculiar treasure, and it is upon believers themselves that
this seal of the Holy Spirit is set. No, brethren, the Holy Spirit does
not make the promises sure, they are sure of themselves; God that
cannot lie has uttered them, and therefore they cannot fail. Nor, my
brethren, does the Holy Spirit make sure our interest in those promises ;
that nterest in the promises was sure in the divine decree, or ever the
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earth was, and is a matter of fact which cannot be changed. The
promises are already sure to all the seed. 7he Holy Spirit mates us sure
that the word is true and that we are concerned in it ; but the promise
was sure beforehand, and our interest in that promise was sure, too, from
the moment in which it was bestowed upon us by the sovereign act of God.

To understand our text, you muet notice that it is bounded by
two words, “ In wfiom,” which two words are twice given in this verse.
“In whom after that ye belicved, ye were sealed.” What is meant by
“In whom ”? The words signify “ In Christ.” It is # Chsist that the
people of God are scaled. We must therefore understand this sealing
as it would relate to Christ, since 80 far, and so far only, can it relate to
us. Was our Lord scaled ? Turn to Jobn vi. 27, and there you have
this exhortation : “ Labour not for the meat which perisheth, but for
that meat which endureth unto everlasting life, which the Son of Man
shall give unto you: for khim hath God the Father sealed.” There is the
clue to our text. “ Him hath God the Father sealed:” for since our
sealing is in him, it must be the same sealing.

Notice, then, first, that the ever-blessed Son was sealed on the Father’s
part by God's giving a lestimony to him that he was indeed his own Son,
and the sent one of the Lord. As when a king issues a proclamation,
he sets his scal manual to it to say, “ This is mine ;” 8o when the Father
sent his Son into the world, he gave him this testimony, “ This is my
heloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.” He said this in words, but
how did he give a perpetual testimony by a seal, which should be with
him throughout life? It was by anointing him with the Holy Spirit.
The seal that Jesus was the Messiah was that the Spirit of God rested
upon him without measure. Hence we read expressions like these : “ He
was justified in the Spirit,” “ He was declared to be the Son of God with
power, according to the Spirit of holiness by the resurrection from
the dead.” It is the Spirit that beareth witness, because the Spirit is
truth.”  Now, the Spirit of God, wherever it abides upon a man, is ke
mark that that man is accepted of God. We say not that where the
Bpirit merely strives at intervals there is any seal of divine favour, but
where he abides it is assuredly so. The very fact that we possces the
Spirit of God is God’s testimony and seal in us that we are his, and that as
he has sent his Son into the world, even so does he send us into the world.

Secondly, to our Lord Jesus Christ the Holy Spirit was a seal for Ais
own encouragement, Qur Lord condescended to restrain the power of
his own Godhead, and as a servant he depended upon the Father for
support. When he began his ministry he encouraged himself thus—
“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he hath sent me to bind
up the broken-hearted.” He found his stimulus of service, he found
the authorisation of his service, he found his cemfort and strength for
scrvice, in the fact that God had given him the Holy Spirit. This was
bis joy. Now, brothers and sisters, if we want to be encouraged for holy
scrvice by feeling quite sure that we are saved, where must we get that
cucouragement from? Read in the First Epistle of John, the third
chapter and twenty-fourth verse, and there the seal of God is described
—*“ Hereby we know that he abideth in us by the Spirit which he hath
given us.” Read also in the fourth chapter, verse 18, « Hereby know
we that we dwell in him, because he hath given us of his Spirit.” So






