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¢ While the earth remaineth, seedtime and harvest, and cold and heat, and summer
and winter, and day and night shall not cease.””—Genesis viii. 22.

Our Saviour constantly taught the people by parables, and I think he
would have his ministers do the same. The condition of things just now,
both as to weather and business, furnishes a very plain and instructive
parable which it would not be wise to pass over. Every morning when
we wake we hope for a change of wind, a glimpse of the sun, and the
end of the frost ; but still we moan with the poet—

% Oh, the long and dreary Winter !
Oh, the cold and cruel Winter!”

We say to ourselves, Will spring-time never come ? In addition to this,
trade and commerce continue in a state of stagnation; crowds are out
of employment, and where business is carried on, it yields little profit.
Our watchmen are asked if they discern any signs of returning day, and
they answer, “ No.” Thus we bow our heads in a common affliction,
and ask each maun comfort of his fellow ; for as yet we see not our signs,
neither does the eastern sky grow grey with the hopeful light of the
long-expected morning. Having faith in God we faint not, but believe
that a lesson of love for us is written by his hand in these black charac-
ters. Let us spell it out with childlike confidence.

Our text takes us back to the time when the waters of the flood had
just assuaged, and God opened the door of the ark and bade Noah and
his family come forth into a new world. For a time there had been a
confusion : the seasons were mixed up, the perpetual downpour of the
rain had almost turned day into night, and whether it was summer or
winter could scarcely be told. The frame of nature seemed to be out of
joint, her order suspended. And now the Lord, in making a promise to
Noah that he would never destroy the earth again with a flood, also de-
clares that while the earth remaineth there shall be no more of the con-
fusion of the seasons and mingling of day and night which had brought
such destruction upon all living things. As there should be no more a
general deluge, so should there be no more a serious disarrangement of

Nos. 1,891-2.



158 METROPOLITAN TABERNACLE PULPIT.

the course of the seasons and the temperature apprepriate thereto,
Seed-time and harvest, and cold and heat, and summer and winter,
and day and night, are to succeed each other in their perpetually un-
changing change, so long as the present reign of forbearance shall last.
Till comes the close of time, the rolling year, made up of alternate day
and night, shall pass through cold and heat in due order. We are
grateful to God for thus settling in his mind that so it shall be. Wae
are ab ease because we know that he will not lift his hand again to
destroy every living thing with a flood of water. He will deal with
men in longsuffering, and tender mercy, and forbearance. He will
not use the stern weapons of destruction, but will try the tender minis-
trations of patience and grace, that men may be led to repentance.
There will come an end to this dispensation ; but while the reign of
forbearance lasts, nature shall keep her appointed marches, and we need
not fear a disorderly rush or a destructive chaos. “ Four seasons fill
the measure of the year,” In their mysterious round they come and
g0, and all combined display a moving harmony of wise design most
glorifying to our God. Fear not in the day of tempest, for the rain shall
not deluge the earth. The Lord setteth his bow in the cloud as the
ensign of his covenant with mankind. Fear not in the black midnight:
God will rekindle the lamp of day, and chase away the darkness.

It is very singular that when the Lord thus ushers in the reign of
forbearance he gives as his reason the following statement :—* I will
not again curse the ground any more for man’s sake ; for the imagina-
tion of man’s heart is evil from his youth.” Thisis very singular, because
this seems to have been the powerful reason why the Lord had already
destroyed the guilty race from off the face of the earth. In the fifth and
sixth verses of the sixth chapter weread : “God saw that the wickedness of
man was great in the earth, and that every imagination of the thoughts
of his heart was only evil continually. And it repented the Lord that
he had made man on the earth, and it grieved him at his heart.”
Here we have almost the same words. Can the reason for judgment
become the argument for mercy ?  Assuredly it can. God who changeth
not absolutely, yet changeth his hand in his dealing with men. He had
left them to themselves and permitted them to live through centuries;
but the longer they lived, the more wicked they grew, until sin reached
to a horrible degree of infamy. Man becomes a bad enough sinner
when he lives to be seventy; but what he became at seven hundred or
more it is somewhat difficult to guess. We wonder not that there were
giants in those days—giants in crime as well as in stature. The Lord
saw that however long man lived he only grew a greater adept in sin,
for the imagination of his heart remained evil, and even grew to an
intolerable height of iniquity ; and therefore he said that he would
destroy the race and begin anew. But when the Lord looked down
upon those whom be had spared, who were to be the parents ofa new race,
he saw that in them also there was the same fountain of evil, and that
their hearts also yielded evil desires and devices continually. Then
he resolved to shorten the life of man, so that no individuals might ever
arrive at o horrible a ripeness and cleverness of iniquity ; but at the
same time he said : “I will bear with them. I have dealt sternly with
them, but they do not change ; the few whom I have snatched from a
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watery grave are still inclined to sin. This dreadful expedient has not
washed away the rebellious tendencies of the human heart. Therefore
I will deal leniently and gently with them, manifesting a long forbear-
ance, that man may have space for repentance. I will no more destroy
every living thing, because destruction itself does not avail to banish sin.”
Thus it seems by no means difficult to see how that which to divine
holiness was a reason for judgment may be used by divine pity as a
reason for mercy.

But what, think you, could have made the reasoning assume this new
form ? I attributeit to one thing never to be forgotten. Read the verse
which precedes our text : * And Noah builded an altar unto the Lord; and
took of every clean beast and of every clean fowl and offered burnt offerings
on the altar; and the Lord smelled a sweet savour.” The sacrifice is
the turning-point. Without a sacrifice sin clamours for vengeance, and
God sends a destroying flood ; but the sacrifice presented by Noah was
typical of the coming sacrifice of God’s only begotten Son, and of the
effectual atonement therein provided for human sin. The very shadow
of the one great propitiation changed the state of the world. Now the
Lord pleads with himself for grace as once he argued for doom. He
speaketh of course after the manner of men ; it is only to our apprehen-
sion that these things are so, for Jehovah changeth not, and he is
always love and wisdom. For the sake of the sacrifice God resolves to
bear with man, as with one who is incurably unwise, or desperately sick.
He determines to look upon the evil tendency of man’s imagination
rather as an inveterate disease than as an unbearable provocation. He
deals very patiently with the race, and no more sweeps it away in his
wrath. See what the Lord will do when a sacrifice is provided !
Methinks I hear him say of the earth, « Deliver it from flood, and bid
the seasons keep their round of beneficence ; for I have found a
ransom.”

I. ThusIintroduce to you the text, and I would have you notice, dear
friends, that in that text there is first of all a hint, A SOLEMN HINT, OF
WARNING. It begins thus: «“While the earth remaineth.” I hear a
sound in the bowels of the text like subterranean thunder. The voice
of the text is a voice of mercy, but there is an undertone of “terrible
things in righteousness.” *While the earth remaineth” implies that Z%e
earth will not always remain. There is an end appointed of the Most
High, and it will surely come: then the seasons will melt into the
endless age, and time shall be promoted into eternity. The earth hath
remained now century after century; alas! it has but little changed
towards God. The whole world still lieth in the wicked one; darkness
covers the earth, and gross darkmess the nations. Jehovah hath a
people, “a remnant according to the election of grace,” and for their
sakes the earth remaineth yet a little while; but its end draweth nearer
every hour. * God hath appointed a day in the which he will judge the
world in righteousness by the man Christ Jesus.” An hour is set when
mercy shall no longer hold back the axe from the barren tree, and
forbearance shall no more restrain the angel with the sharp sickle from
reaping the vintage of the earth. Love now journeys to and fro among the
8ons of men, with the voice of trembling pathos, pleading with them to
be reconciled to God ; but her mission will come to an end, the day of



160 METROPOLITAN TABERNACLE PULPIT.

grace will be over, and the reign of judgment will come. Let us not
reckon too much upon this world’s enduring even for a little while; let
us not set our love upon anything that is upon it; for here we have no
continuing city. “The things which are seen are temporal ;” the world
therefore shall pass away, and all the works that are therein shall be
burned up : even “The elements shall melt with fervent heat.” There
is a day coming when floods of fire shall be let loose : they shall fall from
above, and burst upward from below, and all material things shall be
melted in one common conflagration. Poor world! thou, too, art surely
doomed ! God is gracious to thee, but thou art as a wreck drifting upon
the rocks, or as a tree waiting for the axe. Believers in the testimony
of God can joyfully say,“We, according to his promise, look for new
heavens and a new earth, wherein dwelleth rightcousness”: therefore
we are not dismayed.

I would have you notice again, dear friends, that the tims when the
earth shall no longer remain is not mentioned. The warning is left in-
definite as to time, though definite enough as to fact. The expression,
““ While the earth remains,” is proof enough that it will remain only for
a season ; but it is dumb as the tongue of death as to the date when
that season shall close. * The whole creation groaneth and travaileth
in pain together until now” ; but when the hour of her deliverance
shall come the best instructed cannot tell. Do not attempt to prophesy,
and especially do not venture upon dates. It is not for you to know
the times or the seasons which the Father hath put in his own
power.” ¢ Of that day and hour knoweth no man, no, not the angels of
heaven, but my Father only.” The uncertainty of the end of all things
is intended to keep us continually on the watch. We are to remain
upon the tiptoe of expectation, and never to dream that we can reckon
upon a certain length of time before the great and terrible day of the
Lord. If you knew when Christ would come you might be tempted to
spend the interval in neglect and wantonness ; but as it is written, “ In
such an hour as ye think not the Son of man cometh,” it is the Lord’s
intent that you should stand with your loins girt and your lamps
trimmed, waiting for the midnight cry, ¢ Behold he cometh.”

Let me forther remark that the day when the remaining of the earth
shall cease cannot be very far off ; for according to the Hebrew, which
you have in the margin of your Bibles, the text runs thus: “ As yet all
the days of the earth, seedtime and harvest shall not cease.” The “ while ”
of the earth’s remaining is counted by days ; not even months or years
are mentioned, much less centuries. The earth seems grey with age to
us, but in the language of inspiration the present stage of its history is
reckoned by days. 'There will one day come a last day, and let us not
reckon that the time is distant, for Peter saith, *“ The end of all things
is at hand ” ; and he adds, “ Be ye therefore sober, and watch unto
prayer.”  The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as some men
count slackness.” One day is with the Lord as a thousand years, and a
thousand years as one day. If geologists speak correctly concerning
the history of the world, it has lasted many myriads of years already,
and passed through many periods before it came to that which is de-
scribed in the first chapter of Genesis. The era of man is that which
God describes to us by the inspired penman ; and we are led to believe
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that this era will be a very short one. From the day when God fitted
up this earth for the abode of man to the time when he shall consume
it with fervent heat, there will be comparatively a very short space of
time. God lives by millions of years; therefore, a few thousand years
to him are but as a watch in the night. Let it be thus far understood
by us that this dispensation is not to be a protracted one, and that the
duration of the world in its present state is to be exceedingly brief as
compared with preceding ang succeeding ages. The life of this present
evil world is but a span ; it algo is of few days and full of trouble.
But I must also add that the era of sin and grace is crowded with mar-
vellous manifestations of the glory of God in infinite love and mercy.

II. Thus, then, there is a hint of warning inourtext ; but secondly, there
i8 A SENTENCE OF PROMISE, rich and full of meaning: ¢ While the
earth remaineth, seedtime and harvest, cold and heat, winter and
summer, and day and night shall not cease.” It is a promise con-
cerning temporal things, but yet it breathes a spiritual air, and hath
about it the smell of a field that the Lord hath blessed.

This promise has been kept. It is long since it was written, it is
longer still since it was resolved upon in the mind of God ; but it has
never failed. There have been times when cold has threatened to bind
the whole year in the chains of frost ; but genial warmth has pushed it
aside. Seedtime and harvest have been threatened, but they have
come ; the harvest may not have been abundant, but yet there has been
a harvest sofficient to sustain the race. Days have been dark, and
hardly discernible from night, like the gloom of Egypt’s plague ; but
still, taking things as a whole, day and night have divided time between
them. The ordinances of heaven have continued with us as with our
fathers. No student of nature can doubt that to this hour, despite
occasional extremes of heat and cold, the seasons are unchanged ; and
notwithstanding occasional absence of sunshine, and diminution of light,
day and night have followed the diurnal revolution of the earth. Since
the fathers fell asleep all things continue as they were. One great
interruption occurred at the deluge, but the Lord has kept his promise
to prevent any other.

So long-continued is the fulfilment of this promise, that even this
race of unbelievers has come to believe in it. We look for the seasons
as a matter of course. I do not suppose that any ome in this
audience doubts the coming of spring. The boughs are bare, the buds
are not eager for their bursting, the crocus and the daffodil are afraid to
show themselves ; but yet the birds believe in the coming spring, for
I hear them in sweet chorus every morning singing their songs of ex-
pectancy. Men and brethren, you are expectant also. Long observa-
tion has begotten in you an unwavering faith. When the sun goes
down at night, not even a little child fears that God has blown out the
sun, and that the great candle will never be lighted again. No, we
look for the morning. When winter has chilled us a while, we look for
the spring and the summer ; and when summer has browned our faces,
we expect the falling of the leaf and the descent of the snow. I want
Wu to ask yourselves—Why do we not believe God’s other promises ?

hy have we not as solid & conviction of the truth of other statements
which our God has made as we have upon this point ? I it that we






