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¢« Keep yourselves in the love of God.”—Jude 21,

JUDE gives a very terrible picture of what will happen in the last days.
He describes apostates, and paints them in the blackest colours, and he
then informs us that there will come in the last time mockers, and with
them separatists and sensualists, all of whom will assail the church
of the living God. It was very natural that after foretelling our
adversaries and describing them, and so bidding us view the hosts
assembled for the war, he should next instruct us how to prepare our
defences, and set our forces in battle array. In the twentieth and
twenty-first verses of his epistle, Jude mentions the great Christian
Quadrilateral, the four forts which must be well manned and carefully
maintained if we would baffle the advancing foe. I shall call your
attention to the four important points, though I must do so with the
utmost brevity.

The apostle says, “Ye beloved, building up yourselves on your most
holy faith.”  Edification is a grand defence against the assaults of
sceptics and heretics, These prey upon the ignorant and unestablished,
but fail to overthrow those who are rooted and grounded in the truth,
We need to be continually built up: learning more, loving more, and
living more the grand truths of the gospel. We must see to it that the
foundation is right, for it will be useless, or worse than useless, to be
built up upon false principles—it is “ on our most holy faith ” that the
building must be based. We should be so established in the doctrines
of grace as to recognize their holiness and to imitate it in our own
lives. Only a “most holy” faith is safe for the soul, and woe unto the
man who rests content with any other. See, then, brethren, that to
ward off the ills of these last times we must labour to know the truth
ourselves, and must endeavour to instruct our brethren therein. Personal
and mutual edification in the church should be zealously maintained as
one of-the most valuable defences against the invasion of error.

The second most needful defensive principle in the church is devotion.
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“ Praying in the Holy Ghost” is the weapon with which the hosts of the
Lord will put to rout the armies of the alien. The prayers of saints are
the mighty artillery with which the walls of our Jerusalem are protected.
Supplication is a cannon which throws tremendous bolts against the
advancing foe, as Sennacherib knew when Hezekiah pleaded with God.
The prayers, however, must be decply spiritual, written on the heart by the
Holy Ghost, and presented with energy of hiscreating. Formal, lifeless
petitions are but a Chinese painted fortress, but praying in the Holy
Ghost is an impregnable castle. Those “ groanings which cannot be
uttered” are picces of ordnance which make the gates of hell to tremble.
‘We must pub our hearts under the influence of the blessed Spirit of God,
and then lift them up in continued intercession before God, and there
can be no fear about the preservation of our minds from the error of
the wicked. A praying church soon tries the spirits of false prophets,
and casts them forth as evil. I have far more faith in prayer than in
controversy. Keep the prayer meetings right, maintain private prayer
with carnestness, and we may laugh to scorn all the sophisms of
unbclievers and deceivers,

Jude next mentions as a third important matter the affections of the
church, If the hearts of the members of the church are right, mockers
and scoffers can do very little against them. ¢ Keep yourselves in the
love of God”; for a warm-hearted company of Christians who love the
Lord with all their hearts, and with all their souls, are not likeiy te be
overcome by mockers and sensualists. Love to God will be as a
wall of fire round about them. In dull, decaying churches, errors
spread like ivy on the crumbling walls of an old abbey, but life, zeal,
carnestness, warmheartedness throw off these evils even as a red-hot
iron plate evaporates the drops which fall upon it. Love God, and you
will not love false doctrine. Keep the heart of the charch right, and
her head will not go far wrong ; let her abide in the love of Jesus, and
she will abide in the trath.

The fourth point to which he calls attention is the brightness of our
expectancy.  * Looking,” says he, “for the mercy of our Lord Jesus
Christ unto eternal life.”” Expect that Christ will come, and come with
blessings undeserved, which shall display the mercy of God tous; expect
that when he comes it will be to end our conflicts, to tread Satan under
our feet, and to reveal and perfect that eternal life, which he has already
implanted in us. T.ooking forward to the sure coming of Christ, the
church will not be afraid of the great swelling words of men, nor dread
their murmurings. She will have an answer to the tyrant’s question,
«VWhere is the promise of his coming?” She will reply, “Behold the
Lord cometh with ten thousand of his saints to execute judgment upon
all, and to convince all that are ungodly among them of all their
ungodly deeds which they have ungodly committed, and of all their hard
speeches which ungodly sinners have spoken against him.” First,
« building,” and then “looking ” from her watchtower, the chureh will
defy the powers of evil, confident of victory at the appearing of her
Lord.

" Brethren, if the darkest times should come, if these four points are dili-
gently maintained, we shall be perfectly safe against the cunning agsaults
of the arch enemy. O servants of the living God, seek ye with all your
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hearts the edification of the saints, keep warm your devotions, keep pure
your affections, and keep bright your expectancy, for so shall ye stand
fast till the tempest is overpast. In prospect thercof we may sing with
Jude, “Now unto him that is able to keep you from falling, and to
present you faultless before the presence of his glory with exceeding joy,
to the only wise God our Saviour, be glory and majesty, dominion and
power, both now and ever. Amen.”

At this time we take the third of the four exhortations as our text :—
“keep yourselves in the love of God.” This may refer, and I have no
doubt it does, to mutual oversight. Christians are to labour to keep
each other in communion with God, and if they see a brother grow cold
in his attachment to the Lord, it is their duty to endeavour, by gentle
rebukes, consolations, and admonitions, to restore the heart of the back-
sliding one to a proper warmth. “Keep yourselves in the love of
God,” that is to say,—exercise a mutual oversight, and practise watch-
fulness over each other, lest any of you should by little and little lose
your sense of the love of God. Let not the wolf steal here a lamb and
there a sheep, and so diminish your numbers as a church, but ask for
the Spirit’s aid that you may keep yourselves and your brethren near to
the great Shepherd, for so shall you be safe. Mutual oversight will not,
however, be the theme of this morning’s discourse. I must narrow the
grexg down to a personal duty : let each man keep himself in the love of

od.

To many minds this exhortation will appear to be somewhat un-
guarded. I am quite certain that if I were the author of the sentence
my very sound brethren would seriously object to it, and would say,
“We are kept by the power of God through faith unto salvation, and
to exhort us to keep ourselves is useless, carnal, and legal.” To whom
I reply :—dear brethren, I am not the author of the phrase, and there-
fore if you have any quarrel with it will you be so kind as to remember
that your dispute is with the Holy Spirit and not with me. I find it
in the inspired volume, and I have no power or wish to blot it
out. Moreover, I find in the word of God many other exhortations
against which the same objection may be brought, and I do not intend
either to twist them to mean something else or to avoid expounding
them from fear of being thought unsound. With half an eye one can see
that while in Holy Scripture we are taught that we can do nothing with-
out Christ, we are at the same time exhorted to do all sorts of things,
and are even bidden to be perfect even as our Father in heaven is per-
fect. If this be inconsistent it is the inconsistency of Scripture, and I
bow before it and leave others to cavil if they choose. "All power to do good
comes from the Holy Spirit, and all will towards good is from the same
source, yet are we bidden to perform right things as freely as if we could
and would do them of ourselves. Nor are the exhortations of the word of
God couched in guarded language, and hedged round with limiting
phrases. Holy Scripture seldom guards its own utterances but speaks
freely, and whereas men are so fearful lest they should be mistaken that
they frequently interject parentheses and explanations, and so spoil the
effect of what they are saying, we find the Holy Spirit speaking oub
what he has to say and leaving it to the instrucfed minds of believers
themselves to remember those other truths which balance the doctrine
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in hand. We are too fearful about truth, she needs no armour, her
naked beaunty is a better protection than a coat of mail. Asno one
thinks of wrapping the sun in a blanket of a winter’s day, so we need
not anxiously guard and protect the truth : let it shine forth, and it will
be its own interpreter.

Yet look at the connection, and you will see that it lends no sanction
to the proud idea that a man can keep himself apart from the grace of
God, for the sentence which precedes the text is “ praying in the Holy
Ghost.” Remember to keep yourselves, but do so by praying in the Holy
Spirit, and so confessing that you are dependent upon his divine power.
The following sentence also lifts my text out of a legal atmosphere
by saying, “Looking for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ unto
eternal life”: showing that your eye is to be to Jesus and not to
yourself ; and to the mercy of God, and by no means to any merit or
power of your own. My brethren, we must never be afraid to exhort
one another because of the Scriptural doctrine of the work of the Holy
Ghost : this should urge us forward, and by no means hold us back.
We are not to feel ourselves muzzled and gagged when we preach
practical precepts because we believe comforting doctrines; let us speak
the whole truth with a gracious liberty, resting quite assured that the
Lord can reconcile his own truth in the hearts and experiences of his
people, and does not need us to be perpetually agitated with the fear of
damaging the truth, as if it were some delicate eggshell china which we
might break with a touch, or a cobweb which would be swept away by
the movement of our hand. Let us speak the truth with all boldness
as we ought to speak, and say as the text does, “keep yourselves in the
love of God.”

This implies, however, beloved friends, that you are in the love of
God. It is not an exhortation directed to every man, for some men are
not in the love of God. It is directed to those of you who are in that
love to keep yourselves in it.

Let me, then, begin by enquiring, are you in the love of God? Not,
are you an object of divine benevolence, for that he exercises towards
all his creatures—but do you know his love in Christ Jesus? Have you
believed in Jesus Christ unto eternal life, and seen the Father’s love
beaming in the face of Jesus? If you have believed it you have also
enjoyed it, for the love of God has been shed abroad in your heart by
the Holy Ghost which is given unto you, and you have been conscious of
a joy superior to anything which this world can create. Well, then, con-
tinue to believe in that love so deep, so strong, so true. Abide also in
the enjoyment of that love, and pray for more. Do not lose the sense
of it by careless living. If you have ever known that love it is quite
certain that you love God inreturn ; therefore continue to love the Lord.
This is, probably, the particular meaning of the exhortation before us.
The love of God in you is made manifest by the love which you have to-
wards God, and the consequent affection which you feel to all his people.
Endeavour, then, always to love God, and to love him more and more.
Feed the sacred flame of divine affection till it become an all-consuming
fire. “Oh, love the Lord all ye his saints.” With all your heart, with
all your soul, and all your strength, love ye the Lord, and love your
neighbour as yourselves. Specially cultivate love unto all the saints, for.
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this also is the love of God. “ Let brotherly love continue.” ¢ Walk
in love as Christ also hath loved you.” Keep yourselves in the love of
God; you are in that love, you believe it, you enjoy it, you reflect it,
you manifest it to others, then continue both to believe and enjoy it,
and persevere in displaying and manifesting it in your love to God and
your love to men.

Two things this morning, and only two: the first will be motives
Jor keeping ourselves in the love of God; and the second will be means fo
assist us in so doing.

1. First, MmoTIVES for “keeping yourselves in the love of God.” Tt
is as though a courtier having gained the favour of his sovereign should
receive upon his entrance into court this good advice from a friend—
“You now sun yourself in your sovereign’s favour, so act as to retain
your position, that you may never be sent away from his presence, and
made to occupy a lower place. He is not capricious, but he is jealous,
therefore be careful that so you may dwell in the light of his countenance.”
Believers are always God’s servants, but they are not always smiled upon;
let them so live as never to lose that smile. When we go to the sunny
south in the winter for our health we are advised by the physician to
keep ourselves as much as possible in the sun. We are told to let our
rooms look towards the sun rising, and to keep clear of sunless streets
and courts. This is the advice of wisdom, for if yon lodge in rooms
upon which the sun never shines you might as well be at home in our
own chilly land ; the sun is the great physician, and by basking in his
beams we find healing beneath his wings. It is even thus with the love
of God, “Keep yourselves in it,” sun yourselves in it all day long. The
flowers teach us this, for when the sun shines upon them they open
themselves and turn their faces towards its light. They love him, and
they delight to be kissed by his beams, and therefore they keep themselves
as much as they can in his brightness. When trees are planted in a
spot where the sun only reaches them in one direction, they put forth
their boughs towards the sun’s quarter, and seek his beams. Do you
the same.  You are in God’s love, continue in it, grow towards it, keep
yourselves in it. Your Father loves you; do not, like the prodigal, go
away from that love, or forget it, or slight it, or grieveit: enjoy it, be
warmed by it, and be sanctified by it evermore.

What is to be the motive for this ? It is clear that all the motives
which led you to desire God's love at first should lead you to Feep in if.
It it be to me—a poor broken-hearted sinner—of the utmost importance
to find the love which heals my wounds, then, being healed, it is equally
important that I should keep in that love lest I should be wounded
again, If being my father’s prodigal child it was a great thing to get
back and once more receive the kiss of love, and hear him acknowledge
me as his son, it must be equally good for me to stay at home and never
play the prodigal again. The true son abides in the house for ever, and
dreads the very idea of going forth from it. You know, beloved, with
what earnestness you were formerly pleaded with that you should not
rest without the love of God in Christ ; now, I have but a few minutes
this morning to spend on any ene argument, and therefore I shall leave
1t to you to remember what those arguments were, and to enforce them
upon yourselves. That which is worth getting is worth keeping. If






