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‘‘ Having yet therefore one son, his wellbeloved, he sent him also last unto them, saying,
They will reverence my son. But those husbandmen said among themselves, Thisis the
heir; come, let us kill him, and the inheritance shall be ours. And they took him, and
killed him, and cast him out of the vineyard. What shall therefore the lord of the
vineyard do ? he will come and destroy the husbandmen, and will give the vineyard unto
others.”—Mark xii. 6—9.

BRETHREN, you know the story of God’s dealing with Israel, and Israel’s
dealing with God. The Lord chose their fathers, Abraham, Isaac,
and Jacob ; he made them a race separated unto himself, he brought
them out of Egypt from under the iron yoke ; he led them through the
Red Sea; he fed them for forty years in the wilderness ; he led them
about and tutored them, even as a man teacheth his son. In due time
he brought them into the land which floweth with milk and honey ; and
he put them under a dispensation eminently gentle and full of ten-
derncss, where as a nation they might enjoy unbroken prosperity,
“sitting every man under his vine and under his fig tree, none making
them afraid.”” All that he required of them was that he should be their
God, that they should put no idols in his place, but should obey his
statutes. Alas! from the first they copied the nations among whom they
dwelt : they set up the gods of Egypt when they were in the wilderness,
and in Canaan they went astray after the polluted deities of the nations,
They worshipped defiled gods with rites obscene they even passed their
children through the fire to Moloch, and did horrible things which
angered the Most High. In his longsuffering he sent to them prophets
one after another—prophets who received unworthy treatment at their
hands whenever they rebuked their sins. The prophets were derided,
persecuted, and even slain with the sword. God in great patience sent
them more of his messengers, some of them grandly eloquent, like
Esajas and Ezekiel ; others of them full of tears, like Jeremiah; or
clothed with dignity, like Daniel. They warned the people, and ceased
not to plead with them, whether they would hear or whether they would
forbear. Cruel treatment awaited many of the servants of the Lord ;
they were stoned, they were sawn asunder.

Israel rejected the servants that came from the great Householder
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asking for the rent of his vineyard. They repudiated the claims of God,
and cast off allegiance to him with contempt and disdain; until at last
the nation was led into captivity, and in the end only lingered on the
chosen soil as a mere remnant. Judah wept upon the dunghill; whereas
aforetime she was adorned with bridal ornaments, and sat upon the
throne. The adversary ruled in the halls of David; for the days of
Herod, the Idumean tyrant, had come. The Roman yoke was heavy
upon the people: their gins had brought them low. God, in his infinite
compassion, gave them one more opportunity. He had one Son, his
Wellbeloved Son, and he sent him to his Israel. With lips that dropped
mercy, and with eyes that overflowed with tenderness, he came. “ Oh,
that thou hadst known,” said he, “ even thou, in this thy day”! He
wept over the city which would not be saved. But his warning and his
weeping were lost upon the blinded people. Those who had rejected the
prophets, also rejected the Lord: the fate of the servants was repeated
in “the heir.” ¢ Let us kill him,” said they; and they put him to the
death of the cross. You know the story: it is full of infinite mercy on
God’s part, and of immeasurable guilt on the part of man. God seemed
to out-do himself in his long-suffering, and man seemed to out-do him-
self in his wanton defiance of the Most High. Sin culminated in the
murder of the Son of God ; it reached its utmost height of horror when
the cry was heard, “ Crucify him ! Crucify him ! Yes, they crucified
the Lord of Glory.

What has this to do with us? I am not going to preach this morning
merely to rehearse a piece of ancient history which has no bearing on
to-day ; I do not so regard the death of our Lord. My anxiety is to
reach the consciences of living men, and, if possible, to win to the
Blessed Heir of all things, who has risen from the dead, some of those
who have had a share in his death. I would bring to the Great
Householder the fruits of the vineyard which he himself has planted,
and I would move many hearts-to relent towards him at the remembrance
of the wicked injuries which have been done to his servants and to his
Son. May the Spirit of God silently move over this audience at this
time, as I try to use this passage, not in its strictest application, but
with such an application as I am sure the Spirit of God will approve!
May he bless the Saviour’s word to present uses, that we may this day
repent !

12l‘he fact is, that unless changed by divine grace, we have all refused
to pay to our great God the service which is due to him. He has put
us here and given us this life, like a vineyard, for us to cultivate; but
many have cultivated that vineyard entirely for themselves—themselves
or their families and friends, and not for their God, their Maker.
¢ God is not in all their thoughts.” Now, the Lord has sent to such many
messengers. We have had no prophets in these days living among us; but
we have the Word of God and the record of the testimonies of his inspired
messengers, and these virtually speak to us. We have Moses and the pro-
phets: they are speaking to us even now. Besides that, we have been
surrounded by men of God, and encompassed by holy women who have
appealed to us on God’s behalf. They have been urged to speak by the
love of their hearts, and they have tried to bring us to repent of past
rebellion and to yield ourselves at once to God. Many are the voices



THE PLEADING OF THE LAST MESSENGER. 135

around us and within us which persuade to render unto the great House-
holder his due ; but in many cases none of these have been successful.
Last of all God has sent to each one of us his Son, that he in his own
person may lovingly repeat with greater emphasis the requirements of
the Lord of love. "The incarnate wisdom now cries to us, “ My son, give
me thine heart.” Jesus warns us, “Ezcept ye repent, ye shall all
likewise perish.” He sets before us the way of reconciliation, and
bids us believe in him and live. With many a charming parable he
would draw the far-off prodigal home to the bosom of forgiving love.
The very coming of the Son of God in human form, as Emmanuel,
God with us, is love’s great plea for reconciliation. Who can resist
so powerful an argument ? It is in the person of Jesus Christ
that God makes his last and strongest appeal to the human con-
science. By the Christ of God, he virtually saith this morning, “Turn
Ye, turn ye : why will ye die, O house of Israel 7’ And I would to God
that the answer might be from many a heart, “ Come, let us return unto
the Lord ; for he hath torn, and he will heal us.” Cause it to be so, O
great Spirit!

Three things I shall speak of this morning, and the first will be
the amazing mussion : “ Having yet therefore one son, his wellbeloved,
he sent him also last unto them, saying, They will reverence my son.”
Secondly, the astounding crime :  They took him, and killed him, and
cast him out of the vineyard.” And, therefore, thirdly, the appropriate
punishment, of which the ‘text says, “ What shall therefore the lord of
(tlhedvineyard do?” What vengeance can be sufficient for so base a

eed ?

I.  First, then, let us dwell for a few moments upon THE AMAZING
M]ISSION: “ Having yet therefore one son, his wellbeloved, he sent him
also.”

Please remember concerning the Son of God, sent to us to reconcile
us to the Father, that ke came after many rejections of divine love.
As to Israel he followed the prophets, so to us he comes after many
others.  There are none among us, I should think, who have been left
without admonitions and expostulations from God. He began early
with some of us, calling us, like Samuel, when as yet we were children.
He repeated those calls to us all through the days of our youth. It was
never cheap to some of us to sin; we never went astray but what there
was a something within which plucked us by the sleeve, and warned us
of our wrong-doing. We have been called to God by most earnest entreaties
of faithful men and affectionate women. Discourses have been addressed
to us which might have moved hearts of stone; but yet,, though stirred
for the moment, we remain obstinate enemies to God, dishonest to his
claims, careful of this world, and forgetful of the world to come. After
all these refusals, if the Lord had closed the casket of mercy, and had
opened the vials of vengeance and had poured them out upon us, who
could have blamed him? ~ Instead of which, he still, in his longsuffering
Pity, speaks to us by his Son. Jesus Christ, by whom he made the
worlds, condescends to be the Messenger of the covenant of grace. He
gently reminds us of our offences against the great Father, of our wil-
fulness in not returning to him, and of the tremendous peril which we
Incur by remaining in opposition to the great God. The very existence
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of our Saviour gives us warning of our sin, of our ruin, and of the
only way of escape. If it be so, that we have rejected God's claims so
often, will not the time past suffice us to have played this dreadful
game? Have we not had enough of trifling with our souls? O Lord,
how long shall men act the part of fools and risk their immortal souls?
Oh, will they not at length yield to wisdom ? Jesus himself, by the
preaching of the gospel, pleads with us : are we determined to perse-
vere in our evil ways? Do we not feel some tender relentings ? Does
not a “still small voice ” urge us to arise and go to our Father ? After
many provocations, will we not at length yield to the God of grace ?

Remember, that Jesus Christ when he comes to us to-day, as the
messenger of the Father, comes for no personal ends. When the mes-
sengers were sent by the householder, it was to claim the householder's
rent ; when the heir came, it was for the same purpose. So it is in the
human emblem ; but in the divine this becomes less conspicuous.
When Jesus pleads with us, although he urges us to render unto God
our love and our obedience, yet God does not stand in need of these as
the householder stood in need of his rents. What is it to the infinite
Jehovah whether thou serve him or not? If thou rebel against God,
will he be less glorious? If thou wilt not obey the Lord, what difference
can it make to his boundless happiness ? Will his crown shine the less
brightly, or his heaven be less resplendent because thou choosest to be
a rebel against him ? What if the tow strive with the fire, will the fire
be quenched thereby? If a gnat should contend with yonder blast
furnace, you know what the end would be. It is for thine own sake
that God would have thee yield to him; how can it be for his own? If
he were hungry he would not, tell thee, for the cattle on a thousand hills
are his. He can crush whole worlds to dust, “or with his word or with
his nod ” ; and dost thou think he has aught to gain from thee? Thou
alone wilt be the gainer or the loser ; therefore when Jesus prays thee
to repent, believe thou in the disinterestedness of his heart; believe
that it can be nothing but the tenderest regard for thy well-being which
makes him warn thee. Hear how Jehovah puts it: “As I live, saith
the Lord God, I have no pleasure in the death of the wicked; but that
the wicked turn from his way and live.” A messenger after many re-
jections, a messenger who comes solely out of love to us, ought to have
our respectfnl attention.

Let us see for a minute who this messenger is. He is one greatly
beloved of his Faiher, and in himself ke ds of surpassing excellence. The
Lord Jesus Christ is so inconceivably glorious that I tremble at any
attempt to describe his glory. Assuredly, he is very God of very God,
co-equal and co-eternal with the Father, and yet he deigned to take upon
himself a human form. He was born an infant into our weakness, and he
lived a carpenter toshare our toil. 'When he quits the bench and the saw it
is to follow still more laborious ways as a teacher and healer of the people.
He was the lowly and suffering teacher of the blessed will of the Father.
He took upon himself the form of a servant, and yet in him dwelleth
all the fulness of the Godhead bodily. He is the Prince of the kings
of the earth, and yet he took a towel and washed his disciples’ feet.
Such is he who pleads with you. So majestic and so compassionate,
8o great, and yet so good : will you refuse him? If I plead with you, I



THE PLEADING OF THE LAST MESSENGER. 137

am but as you are, flesh of your flesh ; but if Jesus speaks to you,
I beseech you by the glory of his Godhead, as well as by the tenderness
of his manhood, do not refuse him. Because of his Godhead you must
not dare to harden your hearts. He is God’s wellbeloved; and if you
are wise, he will be yours. Do not turn your back upon him whom all
the angels worship. Beware, lest thou reject One whom God loves so
well ; for he will take it as an insult to himself : Le that despises the
anointed of God has blasphemed God himself. Thou puttest thy finger
into the very eye of God when thou dost slight his Son. In grieving
the Christ thou dost vex the very heart of God; therefore do not do so.
I beseech thee, then, by the love which God bears to his Son, to listen
to this matchless messenger of mercy, who would fain persuade thee
to repent.
I have already said that he is so glorious that I cannot describe him ;
I will therefore only say that Ads graciousness is as conspicuous as his
glory. There was never such a one as he. None of us loves men as
Christ loves them; and if the loves of all the tender-hearted in the
world could be run together, they would make but a drop compared
with the ocean of the compassion of Jesus, Of old his delights were
with the sons of men; and though he might have been happy enough
among the angels, yet he quitted their company that he might take up this
inferior race. Yea, he espoused our nature, and became bone of our bone
and flesh of our flesh, for love of that chosen company whom he calls
his Bride. He hid not his face from shame and spitting, nor his body
from the shedding of blood, nor his soul from deadly agony; but he
loved the church, and gave himself for it. It is this lover of souls that
becomes God’s advocate with us, and pleads with us that we would cease
from our rebellion. Do not refuse him! If he were stern and unloving,
I could imagine that all the obstinacy of your nature might be aroused;
but his love, which passeth the love of women, deserves another treat-
ment. If you reject him, he answers you with tears; if you wound
him, he bleeds out cleansing; if you kill him, he dies to redeem; if
you bury him, he rises again to bring us resurrection. Jesus is love
made manifest.
¢ Heart of stone, relent, relent ;

Break, by Jesu's cross subdued !

See his body, mangled, rent,

Cover'd with a gore of blood ;

Sinful soul, what hast thou done?

Crucified God’s only Son!”

Furthermore, his manner is most winning. When I have been plead-
ing for men with God, and I have ceased my pleading, I have feared
that something in my tone or in my manner would cause my pleading
to fail. I am not, perhaps, so tender as I should be, nor is there suffi-
cient pathos in my tones. If I could do better, I would go to any school
to learn. God has put me often to the school of suffering to instruct
me in this respect ; and yet I do confess my failings with deep regret.
But when Jesus, my Lord, pleads with you, this charge cannot be
laid against him. His pleading is perfect.~ When Jonah preaches, his
tones are harsh, and his spirit forbidding ; but that can never be said of
Jesus. When Jeremiah weeps, there is an undertone of bitter complaint






