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‘“ Against whom when the accusers stood up, they brought none accusation of such
things as I supposed : but had certain questions against him of their own superstition,
and of one Jesus, which was dead, whom Paul affirmed to be alive.”’—Acts xxv. 18, 19.

Frstus is giving to King Agrippa a brief account of the matter
between Paul and the Jews. It may not be a very accurate account ;
for Festus did not profess to understand the business. He was a
Roman governor newly come to Judwa; he had no acquaintance
whatever with Jewish Scriptures nor with Jewish laws ; he is, therefore,
merely giving to King Agrippa a rough and ready outline of the
affair as it struck him. He had never thought it worth his special
attention, but he was a little puzzled how he should represent the
matter to Ceesar, to whom Paul had appealed. Festus is represented
by our translators as calling the Jewish religion a ¢ superstition.”
I hardly think he would have used so harsh a term before Agrippa, who
professed to be of the Jewish faith. But yet, as he probably knew
that Agrippa’s religion did not lie very deep, and was the mere
appendage of a man of fashion, Festus was not very particular about
the word which he used; and he lighted upon one which may mean
‘ superstition ” as the Authorized Version has it, or “religion” as the
Revised Version has it. < Well, well,” he seems to say to Agrippa,
¢I do not know much about it. I supposed, when the Jews brought
this man before me, that he would be charged with a breach of the
Roman law, and T was prepared, of course, to deal with the prisoner ;
but when I listened to their accusation, and found that there was
nothing in it but some disputes about their religion, I hardly knew
what to say. Their controversy is important to them, I dare say;
but it can be of no consequence either to you or to me, for it turned very
much upon a person of the name of Jesus, which was dead, whom
Paul affirmed to be alive.”

I want you to notice that, rough and ready as this description is,
and neither full nor deep, yet on the surface we see that in the con-
troversy we have the same condition of things as we usually see in
such couflicts. On the one side Paul’s opponents fought with the
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weapons of ‘‘certain questions,” and on the other hand he defended
himself with a bold affirmation. This is the old story of speculation
against dogmatism. It is always the way: the adversaries of the cross
of Christ assert nothing, but they question everything. They will not
lay down a basis, nor define their opinions. If they would do this,
we might soon demolish their fabrics of falsehood; but all that they
propound is ¢ certain questions.” On the other hand, those who are
witnesses for the Lord Jesus have little care about questions, specu-
lations, and the boasted outcome of cultured thought; but they affirm
certain definite facts: they affirm these to be a revelation from God,
and there they stand. Brethren, it is, at least, a hopeful token when
we are on the side of the affirmation. As to that side which is
abundant only in questions, what can be the practical value of its con-
tentions ? Can ten thousand questions ease a guilty conscience ? Can
a myriad of speculations yield comfort for the dying hour? Are we
helped forward in true holiness, or even converted to the way of life
by questions? Let us take hold upon truths which are surely revealed,
the things which we have tasted, and handled, and verified; and,
holding these intelligently and heartily, let us resolve to hold them
to the end. Let us accept that which has come to us by revelation of
the Holy Ghost, and let us stand firmly therein, as Paul did when he
affirmed that Jesus was yet alive. Let us plainly declare definite truth
of which we are not ashamed—truth which is often disputed, but can
never be disproved.

Another thing is very noticeable in this somewhat flippant account
of the whole affair by Festus; namely, that he noticed that the Jews
‘raised certain questions about opinions, superstitious or religious; but
Paul made a statement concerning a person. Paul was seen with half
an eye to be the more conscientious and the more religious of the two;
but still his religion resolved itself into attachment to a person—*¢ one
Jesus, which was dead, whom Paul affirmed to be alive.”” Brethren,
the hinge of the controversy must ever turn upon our Lord, his divine
nature, the authority of his teaching, and especially the meaning of
his death and resurrection. Did he die as a sacrifice for sin according
to Old Testament prophecy ? Did he justify many by bearing their
iniquities ? Did he this, or did he not? The side which Paul
takes is that which magnifies Jesus. He finds his chief treasure
in the person of the Saviour. May the Spirit of God lead us more
and more to contend for Jesus, who is not only the Author and
Finisher of our faith, but the sum and substance of it! Son of
God, 4nd yet Son of man; eternal, yet born into this world; our
Sacrifice, and yet our Prophet, Priest and King; bearer of our
sorrow and fountain of our joy; sacrifice for our transgression, and
yet source of our righteousness; Jesus Christ is our all in all! God
forbid that we should glory save in his cross, for we preach Christ
crucified. God forbid that we should ever despair of his triumph;
for we affirm that he is alive, able to save unto the uttermost those
that come unto God by him. Oh fer a deeper love to our Lord himself,
loving doctrine, precept, and ordinance for his dear sake; rejoicing
most of all that he liveth, since because he lives we shall live also.
May even the blindest observer of our lives be forced to see that Jesus
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holds the most prominent place in them, and that the battle of our
existence is for Jesus, our living Lord!

We will give more consideration this morning to the words of Festus
than he gave to them himself. May the Spirit of God give us a
blessing while we review this superficial utterance of an utterly worldly
man! Seen in its true light, it may be instructive to us.

First, let us observe that true gospel preaching is full of Jesus. Paul
spoke so much of him that an irreligious heathen magistrate perceived
that he spoke of ‘“one Jesus.” Secondly, note that gospel preaching
makes much of the resurrection ; for this is implied in what Festus says of
Paul’s affirmation ; and, thirdly, gospel preaching affirms that Jesus whe
died is alive. The great contention was concerning ‘ one Jesus, which
was dead, whom Paul affirmed to be alive.” '

I. To begin with: TRUE GOSPEL PREACHING IS FULL OF JESUS.
Jesus is the most notable figure in Christian testimony. The apostle
Paul, whom we may regard as a model in preaching, exercised a

_ministry which was always full of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Following the historical connection of the verse before us, we note
that ke preached ¢ Jesus to multitudes unknown.” Festus evidently knew
not Jesus, for he speaks of him as ‘‘one Jesus.” He mentions the
name as belonging to some obscure individual of whom he knew
nothing, and cared less. The great ones of the earth know nothing of
the King of kings. Beloved, to this day this is the wonder of
wonders, that the incarnate God is not known. The world which he
made knows him not. He came at first to his own nation, who had
been studying the prophecies concerning him. Even to the jots and
tittles had they studied those prophecies, and yet, when he came who
was the clear fulfilment of them all, they knew him not ; for had they
known him, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory. When
he was born iuto the world, there was no room for him in the inn,
where there is room for everybody. No palace gave welcome to the
more than royal child. He was of the house and lineage of David,
but they did not perceive in him the answer to their question, ¢ Where
ishe that is born King of the Jews?” His birth is the starting-
point of the age; and yet it was almost unanimously ignored by those
who wielded the recording pen of history. His was the most extra-
ordinary life that ever passed before mortal eyes; and yet how
little notice was taken of it! Beyond Palestine it seems not
even to have awakened curiosity. He died, and then to the
people most concerned in him he became ¢‘ome Jesus, which
was dead.”” The new Roman procurator, and myriads like him, well
informed upon other matters, hardly knew his name, and only men-
tioned half of it when they spoke of ‘one Jesus, which was dead.”
Brethren, this is why we must keep on preaching Jesus Christ,
because he is still so little known. The masses of this city are as
ignorant of Jesus as Festus was. You can never have a congregation
in any of our places of worship and feel sure that they all know Jesus.
If you gather in the outsiders from the street you may be sure that
the story of Jesus will be news to them. We call this a Christian
country; but it would be very difficult to prove that it is so. If we
took certain lines of observation as to the moral and religious conduct
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of our fellow-men, we should logically arrive at the conclusion that we
live in a heathen rather than in a Christian city. Still the world knoweth
him not. As a sun he shines on all eyes, and yet men do not see
him ; as an atmosphere he surrounds all life, and yet men do not per-
ceive him. Let this sad fact constrain us to fill our teaching with
Christ. As Gideon’s fleece dripped with dew, so let us saturate our
ministry with Christ. Be it ours truthfully to say, ¢ We preach Christ
crucified.” 'We do this always, and evermore ; not by accident, but by
continual design.

Paul preached Jesus, who was despised by many. The language of
Festus is not only that of ignorance, but in a measure that of contempt.
He speaks of ‘“ one Jesus, which was dead.” Jesus is evidently nothing
to Festus, and Festus does not imagine that Jesus is very much to
King Agrippa. Probably he was quite right: Jesus wasnobody among
the rank and fashion and culture of the period. Behold the unlearned
of the day, if you speak to them of the great Sacrifice and the
wondrous atonement made by blood, they scarcely hearken to you, for
such high things are not for them: they are so hardly pressed with
daily labour and slender pay that they cannot think of sin, and sacri-
fice, and salvation; but they ask, ‘“ What has the poor working man
to do with religion?”” Alas, that this folly should be so prevalent!
Then you turn to the learned, and hope that here, at any rate, due
attention will be given to the great marvel of reconciling love. Alas!
it is not so. To these more educated ones the doctrine of the cross is
foolishness. They ask for something new; something more philo-
sophical. Substitution and sacrifice—they will have none of them.
The story of the league of justice with grace, the reconcilement of
holiness with mercy, is beneath their notice. They are too cultured to
believe the common faith, too wise to accept that which God hath
revealed unto babes. Beloved brethren, it should never cause us doubt
when we see many despising our Lord, for this is nothing new, and
nothing unexpected. Did he tell us thatif we preached in his name all
men would receive us? Nay, he warned us that the contrary result
would follow. Did not his apostles assure us that the offence of the
cross had not ceased ? Is not Christ crucified a stumbling-block and
foolishness to carnal men ? If all men had received our message with
a ready gratitude, we might have questioned the truth of Scripture;
but inasmuch as they fight against it, we may see in this an argument
for its truth, since we were told of old that ‘“ the natural man receiveth
not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness unto
him.”

Gospel preaching is also full of Jesus Christ in this respect, that we
do not conceal his death. Festus notes that the conflict was concerning
“one Jesus, which was dead.” The Jews said he was dead, and Paul
also confessed that he was dead: there was no disagreement between
them over that matter, Hear, then, the debate. ‘ What! did your
Leader die?” ¢ Yes: he was crucified.” ¢Did you not say he was
divine?” “Yes.” * Yetishe dead?” “It is even so.” ‘Yet you
spoke of his leading you on to victory ?” ¢ So we did.” ¢ Yet he
is dead?” ¢Yes, he died at Calvary.” ¢ How, then, can your
boasting stand 2’ ¢ We believe that by his death he has gained the
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victory and accomplished his great purpose.” ‘But how did he
die?” He died the death of a felon upon a gibbet. His enemies
nailed him to a cross, and put him to a death which was reserved for
slaves. 'We confess this; yea, we glory in it! We tell you, too, that
he not only died that which was a penal death externally, but he
actually and truly died such a death. ¢ He was made a curse for
us: for it is written, Cursed is everyone that hangeth on a tree.” Isaiah
said of him, ¢“The Lord hath laid on him the iniquity of us all,” and
again, ‘‘ He was numbered with the transgressors, and he bare the sin
of many.” His death was the equivalent to that penal death which
was our just desert. Hear how he cries: ¢“Is it nothing to you, all ye
that pass by ? behold, and see if there be any sorrow like unto my
sorrow, which is done unto me, wherewith the Lord hath afflicted me
in the day of his fierce anger.”” We glory that our Lord Jesus was
put to death as bearing the sin of many. This we hold and
teach; not defending it, nor apologizing for it; but affirming it
-with all boldness, with the desire that we may be understood. If
any cavil at this teaching, we do not therefore conceal it; we
expected that it would be cavilled at. We desire more and more
to obtrude this truth of substitution whenever we preach, and to make
it the head and front of our gospel. As the brazen serpent was lifted
up upon the pole, and was by no means concealed, even so would we
set forth plainly the sufferings and death of our Lord Jesus, that
sinners may look to him and live. This is the hope of men—the
sacrifice of Jesus proclaimed with great plainness of speech. Jesus
is to be believed in as the sin-bearing Lamb of God ; believed in as
dying the death of the cross, that we might live through him. That only
is gospel preaching which has this for its subject and spirit. A Christ-
less gospel is a useless gospel. Our sermons should be so perfumed
with Jesus that never should a congregation gather and separate
without perceiving a savour of Christ. Even people who are not
saved by it should yet be made to know that we preach Christ crucified.
In such a case, we have done our work successfully, even if souls
are not saved ; for we are unto God a sweet savour of Christ, as well
in them that perish as in them that are saved, if we have exalted
the Lord Jesus, and borne witness to his power to save.

Beloved, I would have you further note that frue gospel preaching
will be full of Jesus as he 1s revealed in the Old Testament. Our apostle,
when he spake before King Agrippa, went on to declare that he had
said “ none other things than those which the prophets and Moses did
say should come : that Christ should suffer, and that he should be the
first that should rise from the dead, and should shew light unto the
people, and to the Gentiles.” Evidently it was this astounding state-
ment about Jesus having risen from the dead and being yet alive that
was uppermost in the mind of Festus, so that when Paul re-asserted
it, he cried with a loud voice, ‘Paul, thou art beside thyself; much
learning doth make thee mad.” The learning he referred to was his
study of the ancient books of the Jews, the writings of Moses and the
prophets. Paul’s teaching paid as much deference to the ancient
Scriptures as did that of the Jewish rabbis who were opposed to him ;
nay, in very truth he paid a far more real homage to the Bible than






