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¢¢ And he shall kill the bullock before the Lorp.””—Leviticus i. 5.

You remember that last Sabbath day we spoke of two things vitally
essential to a true sacrifice, and the first upon which we then enlarged
was the laying on of the hands of the offerer upon the vietim, by which
he accepted it as his sacrifice, and made a typical transfer of his sin from
hinself to the victim.* Now, the second essential thing, of which we are
to speak this morning, was this,—that the victim thus bearing the guilt
of the offerer must be killed: its blood must be shed before the Lord ;
nothing short of its death by violence would render it an atonement
for the offerer: “ He shall kill the bullock.” You will find this order
continually repeated whenever a sacrifice is spoken of.

As T said on the last occasion, I feel great satisfaction in this time of
my weakness in being permitted to speak to you about essential things.
It was always a stigma upon the character of Caligula that he gathered
his warriors, and fitted out his ships; and, when the people of Rome
looked for some great addition to the empire by the vast naval ex-
pedition, he simply anchored his vessels near the sea-beach, and bade
his legions advance upon the shore and gather shells and pebbles, and
carry them home as trophies of their undisputed conquest. He trifled
where he should have struggled ; spent time and labour upon matters of
no importance, and neglected the weighty business of his kingdom.
We shall not do so to-day: we have nothing to do with shells and
stones, we have to do with matters worth more than gold or pearls,
things essential to eternal life, and vital to the salvation of the souls of
men.

Neither have I this morning a controversial topic upon which to
debate before you. However important controversy may sometimes be,
we are glad to be away from its strife, and to consider a doctrine
around which true believers gather in hearty unity,—a doctrine which
must be taken for granted in the Christian church, which lies at the
very root of truth, and in the very heart of true religion. Without

* ¢Putting the Hand upon the Head of the Sacrifice,” No. 1771.
No. 1,772.
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controversy, great is this mystery of godliness, that Christ manifest in
the flesh must die for sin, or otherwise sin cannot be put away. You
remember what the Greek said when he heard an old philosopher with
hoary head and grey beard disputing upon how to live. *Goodness!”
said he, “if at his age he is disputing upon that subject, when will he
be able to practise his conclusions should he arrive at any?” Truly,
I may say to you to whom I have so long ministered, if we are for ever
to be learning and never coming to a knowledge of the truth, what will
become of us? If we are to have nothing but questionable matters laid
before us, when shall the time come for the actual possession and enjoy-
ment of the blessings of the gospel ? At this hour my theme is such
that I speak to you without diffidence or hesitation. In this case
“we believe and are sure.”” Concerning our Lord Jesus Christ, the
great sacrifice for sin, it was essential that he should die; for only
through the blood which he shed on Calvary for human guilt can there
be preached among men the remission of sins.

“ What can wash away my stain ?
Nothing but the blood of Jesus!
What can make me whole again ?
Nothing but the blood of Jesus!

¢ This is all my hope and peace—
Nothing but the blood of Jesus!
This is all my righteousness—
Nothing but the blood of Jesus!”

May the Holy Spirit lay home the blood of atonement to our consciences
at this time to the glory of God and our own peace !

I. Concerning the killing and slaying of the offering, our first point
is that it was ABSOLUTELY ESSENTIAL. The pouring out of the blood
of the victim was of the very essence of the type. The death of
Christ by blood-shedding was absolutely necessary to make him an
acceptable sacrifice for sin, “It behoved Christ to suffer.” He could
only enter into the presence of God with his own blood. He could not
ge the grain of wheat which bringeth forth much fruit unless he should

ie.

Remember that although there were important matters about the
victim, yet nothing would have availed if it had not been slain. The
Israclite” brought an unblemished bullock, but the fact of its being
unblemished did not make it an atonement for sin; no doubt, many
faultless bullocks and lambs still fed in the plains of Sharon. If the most
perfect animal had gone away from the altar alive it would have effected
nothing whatever by way of atonement. It must be unblemished in
order to be an offering at all; still, its perfections did not make it a
sacrifice until it was killed. No matter what could be said of that
bullock; it may have been the most laborious animal throughout all
Israel; it may have dragged the plough to and fro, or even drawn the
waggon loaded with the harvest; but that was nothing to make it a
sacrifice for sin. It must die, and its blood must be sprinkled upon the
altar, or else the offerer has brought no acceptable oblation. ~All its life
and its labour would not satisfy. )

Nor would it be enough to bring the bullock there and dedicate it to
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God. Some animals which had been dedicated to the divine service were
used in the drawing of the waggons which carried the sacred farniture
through the wilderness; but they were not sacrifices for all that, neither
did they avail for the bearing away of sin. It was indispensably necessary
that the bullock should be without blemish ; it was necessary that it should
be voluntarily dedicated to God ; but ifit had not been killed, there would
have been no presentation of an offering according to the divine law, nor
any easing of the conscience of the Israelite. Even so, Jesus must die:
his perfect nature, his arduous labour, his blameless life, his perfect con-
secration, could avail us nothing without the shedding of his blood for
many, for the remission of sin.  So far from his death being a mere adjunct
and conclusion of his life, it is the most important matter connected with
him ; it stands in the foreground, it is the head and front of his redeeming
work: We justly value him for his example, and for his living inter-
cession ; but in the business of atonement it is beyond all things needful
that we view him as the Lamb slain.

Now notice that this was expressly declared by God i the Jewish
low-book in express words. Kindly turn in this book of Leviticus
to the seventeenth chapter, and there read in the eleventh verse, “ For
the life of the flesh is in the blood : and I have given it to you upon
the altar to make an atonement for your souls; for it is the blood that
maketh an atonement for the soul.” Tt is not the burning of the victim,
it is not the flaying of it, nor the washing of it, it is the shedding of its
blood,—that is to say, the taking of its life, which makes it an atonement
for sin. I need not quote another Old Testament text, because this is
so completely to the point, and so fully covers the whole of the ground.
The atonement is not the animal itself, but the blood of the animal,
which blood represents its life.

As to the entire Scriptures, they feem with stalements of this truth.
I will only call to your recollection a few prominent passages; to collect
them all would be impossible. When a child doth gather flowers in the
spring meadows when they are all golden with the kingcups, he fills
his hand once, but he is almost persuaded to throw away what he has
gathered that he may pluck yet more from the inexhaustible store around
him; so do I feel that what I now bring before you might fitly be
exchanged for another selection, ay, for many such, if time did not fail
us.

In the Old Testament, one of the most instructive types of redemption
ever given is that of the Passover lamb. When God was ahout to smite
Egypt he promised to spare his people; and in order to their safety he
bade each family take a lamb, and kill it, and sprinkle the blood upon
the lintel and the two side posts of their door. Then they were to keep
within the house till the morning, and the destroying angel should not
touch so-much as one of them. What is expressly said by God himself
about this passing-over? Hear the words, and wonderingly drink in
their teaching! ¢ And when I see the blood, I will pass over you.”
There was never a fuller type of the redemption of Christ, I hardly
think one so full, as that of the passing-over of Israel through the blood
of the paschal lamb; but the essence of that passing-over is displayed
to us in this sentence—*“ When I see the blood, I will pass over you.”
God’s eye resting upon the evidence of a life having been taken instead
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of the sinner’s life, is the reason why he passes over the sinner, so that
he does not die.

When Isaiah, the great evangelical prophet, spake concerning him
upon whom the Lord laid our iniquity, he mentions his death as the main
cause of his glorious reward. The last verse of the fifty-third chapter
of Isaiah is the culminating point of the whole, and it runs thus:
“Therefore will I divide him a portion with the great, and he shall
divide the spoil with the strong; because he hath poured out his soul
unto death.” It is a wonderful expression: it shows that Christ must.
die, or else he could not achieve the victory for us, nor share the spoil
thereof. He must pour out his soul, he must relinquish life, must pour
it out lavishly, as though he possessed much of it: he must make it
to flow like water gushing in a river from the smitten rock. This
he must do voluntarily and without stint—pouring out. his soul
unto death” till none remained, and the bottom of the vessel was
reached in death., It is clear that if he had not done this, he had done
nothing; for the victory comes to him because of this; not because he
kept his soul free from spot, not because he preached righteousness in
the great congregation, not because of anything else which he did was he
rewarded ; but the victorious deed was that “ he poured out his soul
unto death.” This is the verdict, not only of the Holy Ghost in the
inspired prophecy, but also of all that dwell with God above, for they
sing with sweet accord before the throne,— A new song, saying, Thoun
art worthy to take the book, and to open the seals thereof: for thou
wast slain, and hast redeemed us to God by thy blood out of every
kindred, and tongue, and people, and nation.”

In the New Testament the passages abound which set forth the doctrine
upon which we are now speaking. Look at that passage in Hebrews
ix. 12. . There we are told expressly, “ Without shedding of blood
there is no remission.”” There is no remission by the life of Christ, no
remission by the teaching of Christ, no remission by our repentance, no-
remission by our faith, apart from the shedding of the blood of Christ,
by whom alone sin is put away. This is negative; but in this case
the negative is as strong as the most positive statement could be ; for if
without shedding of blood there is no remission, then we see how all-
important that blood-shedding becomes. If you desire a positive state-
ment, a sentence rises to our lips at once—“The blood of Jesus Christ.
his Son cleanseth us from all sin.” Observe, not the life, not the
incarnation, not the resurrection, mot the second coming of the Lord
Jesus, but his blood, his death, the giving up of his life, is that which
cleanseth us from all sin. This is that purging with hyssop whereof
David speaks when he laments his sin, and yet looks to be made whiter
than snow by the free pardon of his God. '

This truth is the subject of all true gospel preaching. Do you not
know how Paul puts it,—*The preaching of the cross is to them
that perish foolishness; but unto us which are saved it is the power
of God;” “for,” he says, “the Jews require a sign, and the Greeks
seek after wisdom: but we preach Christ crucified.” It is mot Christ
in any other position, but Christ as crucified, Christ as made a cuse
for us upon the tree, that is the first and most prominent fact that
we are called to preach among the sons of men. “In whom we have:
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redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the
riches of his grace.” Take away this substitutionary death of our Lord,
and you have taken all away : without the death of Jesus there remaineth
nothing for us but death; forget the Crucified One, and you have for-
gotten the only name by which we can be saved. Oh, that all of you
would trust in him “ Whom God hath set forth to be a propitiation
through faith in his blood, to declare his righteousness for the remission
of sins that are past, through the forbearance of God.”

My brethren, this is the cause of the saints being in heaven. In the
first chapter of the Book of the Revelation, verse 5, we have the
doxology, which begins, “ Unto him that loved us, and washed us from
our sins in his own blood.” Thus say all the glovified. Further on we
are told concerning the saints, “ They have washed their robes, and
made them white in the blood of the Lamb. Therefore are they before
the throne of God, and serve him day and night in his temple: and he
that sitteth on the throne shall dwell among them.” This is the true
reading of the fourteenth verse of the last chapter of the Book of Reve-
lation: “ Blessed are they that wash their robes, that they may have the
right to the tree of life, and may enter in by the gates into the city.”
Thus the passport to glory is the precious blood of Jesus. Access to
God either on earth or in heaven is only by the blood of the Son of
God.

Now and then we meet with some squeamish person who says, “ I
cannot bear the mention of the word dlosd.” Such individuals will be
horrified this morning : and it is intended that they should be. Sin is
such a horrible thing that God has appointed blood to wash it away, that
the very horror which the thought of it causes may give you some notion
of the terrible nature of sin as God judges it. It is not without a
dreadfal blood-shedding that your dreadful guilt could by any possibility
be cleansed. Sin-bearing, and suffering for sin, can never be pleasant
things; neither should the type which sets it forth be pleasing to the
observer. On great days of sacrifice the courts of the tabernacle muss
have seemed like a shambles, and fitly so, that all might be struck with
the deadly nature of sin.

If it be so, that the blood of Jesus is mentioned in the songs of heaven,
let it not be forgotten in the hymns of earth.

“To him that loved the souls of men,
And wash'd us in his blood,
To royal honours raised our head,
And made us priests to God ;

“ To him let every tongue be praise,
And every heart be love!
All grateful honours paid on earth,
And nobler songs above!”

The church militant is called upon continually to commemorate the
blood-shedding. So often as we gather to the Communion Table we may
ask the question, “ The cup of blessing which we bless, is it not the
«communion of the blood of Christ?” At the sacred table we show the
death of our Lord until he come. He says to us in express words,
““This is my blood of the new testament, which is shed for many for the






