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¢And men shall speak of the might of thy terrible acts: and I will declare thy great-

ness. They shall abundantly utter the memory of thy great goodness, and shall sing of
thy righteousness.”’—Psalm cxlv. 6, 7.
IN this psalm David has reached the Beulah land of his songs, where
we hear nothing else but praise. He begins, “I will extol thee, my
God, O king ; and I will bless thy name for ever and ever. Every
day will I bless thee; and I will praise thy name for ever and ever”;
and he closes with, “ My mouth shall speak the praise of the Lord :
and let all flesh bless his holy name for ever and ever.” Happy is our
condition when the glory of God fills both heart and tongue! = Oh, to
swim in a sea of gratitude, to feel waves of praise breaking over one’s
joyful head, and then to dive into the ocean of adoration, and lose one’s
self in the ever-blessed God !

The royal singer strikes a high note as he repeats the stanza, “ Great
is the Lord, and greatly to be praised ; and his greatness is unsearchable.”
We never reach the height of that great argument till we confess that it
is far above us, and altogether unsearchable. We have not appre-
hended God if we imagine that we have comprehended him.

Next David found comfort in the thought that he was not the only
worshipper of the Lord, and that the praise of God would not cease when
he fell asleep in death. He foresees an endless line of praiseful hearts,
and utters this sure prophecy, “ One generation shall praise thy works to
another, and shall declare thy mighty acts.” But as if he would not and
could not leave the blessed task to others, but must continue his own
joyful hallelujabs, he cries, “I will speak of the glorious honour of thy
majesty, and of thy wondrous works.” Whatever happens, we must each
one extol the Lord. Whether the world grows atheistic or devout, our
duty and our j(:iv are one and the same,—we are still to magnify the Lord
our God. We do not wish to avoid this profound pleasure ; nay, rather
we would abound in it more and more.
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All this leads up to a consideration of the various ways in which men
speak of the Lord and his acts when their minds are moved in that
direction. All see not the same points of his greatness, neither do they
see with the same eyes, nor speak in the same spirit. It is ours at this
time to review the various orders of mankind, and to observe how the
revelation of God to them affects their minds and moves their tongues.

There is an ascending scale in the four sentences of our text, as the
poet-prophet observes and records she ascending forms of human
thought and speech.

I. We begin at the lowest step of the ladder. “Men shall speak of
the might of thy terrible acts”” We mingle with the multitude during
a great occasion of national calamity, or upon the receipt of thrilling
news from a foreign land, and we hear THE AWE-STRUCK TALK of the
throng. We join a sobered and thoughtful company: they have come
together under a common fear, and they speak one to another of the
terrible acts of God because they impress them at the moment. They
are of the Athenian kind, desiring continually to say and hear some new
thing, and now they have found a novel subject which has the piquant
flavour of terror. (od has been doing terrible things, and they cannot
help speaking of them: they have overlooked his mercies, but they
must notice his judgments, as it is written, * Lord, when thy hand is
lifted up they will not see ; but they shall see and be ashamed.” Not
only shall they see, but they shall speak too,—‘ Men shall speak of the
might of thy terrible acts.”

There have been times in human history when this text has been ful-
filled with tremendous emphasis, The first men who lived after the flood
must have been affected with the solemn memory of the universal deluge ;
they must have often spoken to one another concerning God’s terrible
acts, when he drew up the sluices of the great deep, and burst open the
reservoirs of heaven to drown a guilty worlds They that dwelt over
against the five cities of the plain, once so prosperous and rich, withal
80 luxurious and vicious—they, I say, that dwelt in the neighbouring
cities must have said one to another, * Have you heard what has
happened—how God has rained fire out of heaven upon those wicked
cities ?” Men after all these ages can scarcely go that way, and mark
how desolation rules over the Dead Sea, without speaking in bated
breath to one another, and saying, * Here vengeance triumphed.”

Egypt was full of this talk once, when the plagues followed each other
like terrible claps of thunder. One peal had not ceased before another
blast astounded them. The noise thereof went beyond Egypt, and in
many a palace monarchs heard how Jehovah had gotten unto himself
honour upon Pharaoh. It was as Moses sang, “Then the dukes of
Edom shall be amazed ; the mighty men of Moab, trembling shall take
hold upon them; all the inhabitants of Canaan shall melt away. Fear
and dread shall fall upon them ; by the greatness of thine arm they shall
be as still ag a stone ; till thy people pass over, O Lord, till the people
pass over, which thou hast purchased.”

So was it also when the sword of Joshua was taken from its scabbard
in the name of the Most High, and Jehovah began to deal out execution
against the nations that had gone into uncleanness and given themselves
over to abominable lusts. When Israel went from city to city, as the
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appointed executioner of the Most High, then men everywhere spake
one to another of the might of Jehovah's terrible acts ‘“ until their
hearts melted, neither was there spirit in them any more.”

These are but early instances in the grey old past, but they are typical
of like judgments which are scattered throughout history. The terrible
acts of the Lord are few, but no age is quite left without them, for the
Lord liveth still, and he is evermore the same. He punishes nations in
this present life. Seeing that there will be no resurrection for nations
as nations, and no judgment day for nations as nations, they are judged
in time, and their sins are followed up by national judements. Have
ye not heard of the might of his terrible acts that happened unto
Babylon? Know ye not that he made Nineveh to be such a heap of
ruins that for many a century it was altogether hidden away from
mortal ken? Have ye not heard what God did to the colossal empire
of Rome, when it had filled up the measure of its iniquity ? Do ye
not remember how he broke it in pieces as with a rod of iron? No
Englishman should ever forget in modern times how the Armada of
Spain was given as chaff to the wind, and that cruel, persecuting power
was degraded from her pre-eminence. Men have spoken again and
again to one another as they have hidden away from the scourge of
war, or as they have stood weeping at the graves of their beloved ones
slain by the pestilence which walketh in darkness, and they have said,
“ Behold the might of Jehovah's terrible acts!” Men will speak of
that side of the Lord’s dealings if they are dumb concerning his innu-
merable benefits.

When God's judgments are abroad in the world the inhabitants
thereof shall learn righteousness; and this is a consolation in times of
disaster and death. None of us would dare to desire these judgments :
we are of another spirit from Elias, who, in holy jealousy for Jehovah
his God, could pray that there should be no rain by the space of three
years except according to his word. But yet the thought must have
crossed the mind of many a faithful follower of God that atheistic
nations ought to feel the rod to startle them into thoughts of God, and
oppressing peoples ought themselves to taste the bitter cup of tyranny.
“By terrible things in righteousness wilt thou answer us, O God.” ¢ Shall
not God avenge hisown elect, which cry day and night unto him?” Will
he not smite the beast and the false prophet, and put down falsehood
and wickedness ? It shall be even so in due time.

The least that we can do, whenever these terrible acts are abroad, is
to turn them into special prayer, and cry mightily to God that men may
speak of the might of his terrible acts, and may learn to “kiss the Son,
lest he be angry, and they perish from the way, when his wrath is kindled
but a little.” It behoves us when we see the black clouds overhead to
pray that they may break in mercy upon the nations, and that God
himself may appear in infinite love, though he should make the clouds
his chariot, and ride upon the wings of the wind.

“Men shall speak of the might of thy terrible acts.” These things leave
a mark, and make for the while a manifest impression. Such, however,
i8 the heart of man that oftentimes the impression is as when one lashes
the water, and no scar remains ; for it is natural to fallen man to forget
God. Sinners pray in a storm, and curse again in the calm. When the
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pestilence is abroad, they tremble and adore ; but they become atheists
when the graves are all filled, and things return to their usual course.
When God sends forth pestilence (and he has of late scourged cities that are
scarce a day’sride from us), let us pray that the scourge may not fall upon
our own land. Yet I do remember, when first I came to this city, how
many days and nights I stood at the bedside of men and women dying
of cholera; and though it was a grievous thing, and this neighbourhood
felt the scourge very heavily, yet I noticed that infidelity was singularly
quiet, and that persons who never entered a place of worship before began
to attend our services. Bibles were routed out of the dust in those times,
and religious talk was tolerated. The minister, who was formerly the
subject of their caricatures and jokes, was viewed with reverence for the
time being, and his visits were sought for in the hour of sickness. It i3
wonderful how men laugh on the other side of their mouths when God
begins to deal with them—how those who scoffed the loudest are the first
to wince when the lash falls on them. The boldest blasphemers are the first
to cry out when the Lord binds them with his cords. They cannot bear
the touch of God’s finger, and yet they have often dared to challenge his
hand to be laid upon them. O Lord, men shall speak of the might of thy
terrible acts, when they are driven in utter dismay to bow their ungodly
heads, and own that the Lord reigneth!

Dear friends, whenever you find sickness in a house, or death in a
darkened chamber, sieze the opportunity to speak for your Lord. Your
voice for truth will be likely to be heard, for God himself is speaking, and
men must hear him whether they will or no. Meanwhile, plead earnestly
that the hammer of God may only break hard hearts, and that the fire
of God may consume nothing but that which is evil. Pray that the
Holy Spirit may work with the chastisement, to produce health and
healing to the souls of men.

II. Be ready with the second part of our subject, which is this—
THE BOLD DISCOURSE. Observe how the one follows the other :—* Men
shall speak of the might of thy terrible acts, and I will declare thy great-
ness.”  After the many have spoken in awe, I will deliver my soul with
courage. Come in, O single testifier for God, for now you will be welcomed!
‘When they have advanced so far as to tremble at God because he has begun
to smite them, do you stand forward and declare his greatness. The might
of his terrible acts has made them see the greatness of his power ; they
perceive what plagues are in his quiver, and how easily he can draw them
forth like arrows, and shoot them from his bow, and never miss the mark.
They are obliged to confess all this, and thus a good groundwork is
prepared for something more. Tell them of the greatness of his justice, and
how he will by no means spare the guilty. Tell them of the greatness of
his grace, and how in the person of Jesus Christ he passeth by iniquity,
transgression, and sin. Tell them of the greatness of his fatherly love,
and how he presses returning prodigals to his bosom, and kisses away
their tears. Tell them of the greatness of his saving power to lift up men
from the dunghill, and set them among princes, even the princes of his
people. Speak ye exceeding bravely concerning the greatness of his
sovereignty, how he can create or can destroy. 'Tell them that “ he will
have mercy on whom he will have mercy, and he will have compassion
on whom he will have compassion.” Point to the greatness and
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splendour of his love, how he receiveth sinners, how he giveth grace
to the graceless, and how his Son in due time died for the ungodly.

I heard it said of a certain preacher by one who was no ill judge,
though a simple countryman, “ I have heard many preachers, but I never
heard one that seemed to make God so great as that man does.” I would
like to have such praise, or at least, to deserve it; for I think it should
be a main object of the preacher to make God great in men’s esteem.
To-day, my brethren, the most approved preaching makes much of man.
Philanthropy, which is good enough in its place, has supplanted loyalty
to Jehovah : the second table is put before the first, and in that position
it genders idolatry—the worship of man, which is only a form of self-
adoration. All divinity is now to be shaped according to man, and from
man’s point of view ; and men are to think out their theology, and not
take it from God’s mouth, or from the Book inspired of the Spirit of
God. Men are such wonderful beings in this nineteenth century that
we are called upon to tone down the gospel to “the spirit of the age,”—
that is, to the fashions and the follies of human thought, as they vary
from day to day. This, by God’s help, we will never do,—no, not by one
diluting drop, nor by the splitting of a hair. What have I to do with
suiting the nineteenth century any more than the ninth century? We
have to do with the immutable God, and with the fixed verities which he
has revealed to us. Having taken our foothold upon the rock, we shall
not stir from it, by God’s help, while there is breath in our body. Yet
80 it is ; man has made man his god, and Jehovah is dethroned in his
thoughts. I believe in God, the God of Abraham, and of Isaac, and of
Jacob : if there be another god newly come up, let those worship him who
will ; but the stern God of the Old Testament, the loving God of the New
Testament, it is evermore my resolve to magnify.

Time may come yet when men will hear the old gospel once more ; but
whether they do or not, I will declare Jehovah’s greatness. There are
many shifts and changes, but if we stand still, and bide our time, the current
which runs this way to-day will set in an opposite direction to-morrow ;
and if it should not do so, what is that to us ? We are not accountable
for popular opinion, but only for our own loyalty to truth. He who
is faithful to his God, and declares his greatness in this evil time, shall be
accepted as a faithful servant in the day of the last account. Of course,
he will to-day be stigmatized as * behind the times,” and be little esteemed
by those who deem themselves cultured and advanced, but of this he may
make small account.

Thus I have taken you over two of the sentences. I have shown you
an awe-struck people talking together of God’s terrible acts, and then the
child of God coming in with his personal testimony, saying, I will
declare thy greatness.”

III. In the third sentence you see a company of godly people
together, and in their talk you mark THE GRATEFUL OUTPOURING of
thankful spirits =—* They shall abundantly utler the memory of thy
great goodness.”

The Hebrew word has something to do with bubbling up : it meane
they shall overflow, they shall gush with the memory of thy great good-
ness: and in handling this sentence I should like to dwell only upon that
metaphor. A Christian man in reference to the goodness of God to him






