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“ Asg for me and my house, we will serve the Lord.”—Joshua xxiv. 15.

JosHUA knew that the people who surrounded him, while ostensibly
serving Jehovah, were many of them secretly worshipping the ancient
idols of their Mesopotamiun fathers, those teraphim which were once
hidden in Rachel’s tent, and were never quite purged from Jacob’s
family. Some of them also harboured the Egyptian emblems, and
some had even fallen into the worship of the gods ot the people whom
they had displaced, and were setting up the images of Baalim in their
habitations. The people were nominally worshippers of Jehovah, but
in very deed many of them had turned aside unto strange gods. Never
in their best days had the children of Israel been quite divorced from
idols, for, as Stephen said of them, even in the wilderness they took up
the tabernacle of Moloch, and the star of their god Remphan, figures
which they made to worship. Now, being a thorough-going, decided,
down-right man, Joshua could not endure double-mindédness, and
therefore he pushed the people to decision, urging them to serve the
Lord with sincerity, and, if they did so, to put away altogether all
their graven images. He demanded from them a determination for
one thing or the other, and cried, “If it seem evil unto you to serve
Jehovah, choose you this day whom ye will serve; whether the gods
which your fathers served that were on the other side of the flood, or
the gods of the Amorites among whom ye dwell.” He shut them up
to a present choice, between the true God and the idols, and gave them
no rest in their half-heartedness. Anticipating the cry of Elias upon
Carmel, he demanded in effect, “How long halt ye between two
opinions ? If God be God, serve him, but if Baal be God, serve him.”
Decision he demanded, and rightly so. Can either earth or heaven be
quiet while such a matter is in suspense ?

To compel them to avow their decision, he declared his own. A
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man’s own personal example is eloquent beyond the power of words.
Hear the grand old man. He cries, “ You may hesitate, but my mind
is made up once for all. Judge you as you will, my verdict is already
given, and my children agree thercin—as for me and my house we wiil
serve Jehovah. We have no reverence for the demons of Canaan or
the myths of Egypt, who could not preserve their own worshippers :
our hearts are loyal to the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, who
brought us up out of Egypt, and gave us this land for an heritage.
So far as myself and my sons and my daughters are concerned, the
die is cast, and Jehovah alone will we serve.”” This clear avowal on
the part of Joshua was not a trick ol eloquence, a resolve made for
the first time in order to influence his audience, he had so lived that
his avowal carried weight with all who heard it, else it had been idle
to have uttered it. He had always been a man of firm step and
determined mind. Probably this was one reason why Moses chose him
to be his servant, and kept him in personal attendance upon himself,

His firmness comes out very clearly in his conduct as one of the twelve
spies. The others brought up an evil report of the land, but not so
Joshua and Caleb ; though they were only two against ten, yet they
maintained their testimony boldly, and when the people spoke of
stoning them they did not falter for an instant, but remained faithful
to their consciences. These two men alone survived the graves of the
wilderness, because they alone were untainted with the wilderness sins.
Take Joshua as a warrior too, for he was called to fight the Lord’s
battle, and you find him ever a good soldier of the Lord. What a
soldier he was! Saul in after times might spare the condemned seed
of Amalek, but not so Joshua, as long as Moses held up his hands to
pray, the sword of Joshua stayed not in the work of execution. When
Israel had crossed the Jordan to attack the Canaanites he had a com-
mission from the Lord to extirpate these outlawed nations, and he
made thorough work of it ; so zealous was he in this war that the day
wag not long enough for him, and he bade the sun and moon stand
still till the Lord’s battle was iought out. Joshua, like his friend
Caleb, “ followed the Lord fully”; he might have taken for his motto
the word “ thorough.” He belonged to Jehovah, heart and soul, and
mind, and strength, As the successor of Moses, and the type of the
Lord Jesus, he put on.zeal as a cloak, and girded himself with fidelity
as a garment. His appointed duty was fulfilled with martial strictness
and unswerving steadiness; he had a single eye and a firm hand. He
was strong and of good courage, and the Lord was with him. It was
no idle boast when the old warrior and prince in Israel said, “ As for
me and my house, we will serve the Lord.”

We admire fidelity in Joshua, and we confess that he needed it,
but we may, perhaps, forget that there never was an age in which
decision for God was not equally required. It is well to admire this
in another, but it is far better to possess it ourselves. In all times it
is imperative upon men to take their stand for God and truth. In the
first household outside of Eden Abel had need to protest against his
elder brother’s example, and to die in consequence. Enoch, when all
around walked according to the course of this world, dared to be sin-
gular, and walked with God. Noah believed God amid universal
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wickedness, and persevered for long years in preparing the ark, though
all men mocked his warnings. Abraham forsook country and home at
the command of God, and became a pilgrim and a stranger, dwelling
alone, and not numbered among the peoples. His was a grand life, for
decided faith made him not only a mighty man, but a king among
patriarchs. Each age had its man whose heart was fixed, trusting in
the Lord to serve as a landmark for weaker saints to steer by, and a
rock against which the tumult of the people raged in vain. Look at
Moses, counting the reproach of Christ greater riches than all the
treasures of Egypt, exciting a sluggish race to action, facing the tyrant
king, and conducting Israel into the wilderness. What a princely
soul grace made him ! How firmly did he adhere to right and truth,
go that he was faithful to God in all his house. Pass along through
the Judges and you find that they were men decided for the Lord
their God, or they would never have delivered Isracl. Remember
Samuel and David, and Nathan and Elijah. What grandeur sur-
rounded the head of the Tishbite because he was exceeding zealous for
the Lord God of Israel. No time-server he, as Jezebel and Ahab knew
full well. In later years Daniel is the grand type of decision, as we
see him opening his window, and praying, as aforetime, though he
knows that the doom of death hangs over him. The three holy
children also are before us defying the devouring flames of the furnace
gooner than bow before Nebuchadnezzar's golden image. In New
Testament times John the Baptist rises to the front rank by his
resolute fidelity, and Pilate sinks to eternal shame by reason of hig
vaccillation. Paul is covered with renown, while Agrippa, who is
“ almost persuaded,” is lost in oblivion. In each age decision has been
the one thing wanted ; to bend, and bow, and cringe has been fatal,
but to stand like iron columns and brazen walls has been safety and
honour. To-day the like firmness is needed. We too must take our
stand, and, taking it, must hold it as though we were rooted to the
ground. O blessed Spirit give us grace for this! Faithful Redeemer,
set thine image upon us that we too may resist even unto blood,
striving against sin.

My discourse shall run thus : Decision for the Lord ; let me describe
it, extol ut, and demand 4t

First, let me DESORIBE IT. It means many things, all of which must
be wrought in us by divine grace, or we shall never possess them,
though we may have their counterfeits. Decision implies first, that all
hesitation is gone. 'There is a period when the thoughtful mind hangs
in equilibrium, and it is a question which way the scale will turn. We
have a time of testing and proving, when the crucibles are brought out,
and the fining pots are placed among the coals. To come wisely and
speedily through this period is a great mercy. This was all over in the
case of Joshua ; he had finished the proving of all things, and reached
the holding fast of that which is good. The balance was no longer in
suspense, the scale had gone down for God and his cause, it rested in
its place never to be moved. Joshua had a mind of his own, and he
knew his own mind. Doubt had long ago vanished, debate was finally
closed, resolve was taken, and taken without a grain of reserve, and
consequently action was forcible and ardent. And now, dear friends,
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it is surely time with each one of us, especially with those of us who
have rcached the prime of life, that we too had done with the fickleness
of irresolution. Have we not had enough of hesitation, deliberating,
and trifling, and delaying? The time past may suffice for these ; has
it not been already far too long? You will make no journey, O traveller,
if now that the sun is in its zenith you do not soon decide which way
to walk ! Mariner, your voyages will be scant if you much longer lie at
anchor! The scason of favourable winds is passing away, and yet your
sail remains unfilled ; will you never have solved the problem— to what
port shall I'steer ? With what cargo shall I load my barque ?”  Is our
life to end in a constant repetition of the question, “ What shall I be ?”
If we could change places with the weathercock, and become the toy
of circumstances, irresolution might avail, but for a man decision
is indispensable ; he must know whereabouts he is and whither he is
going ; and it will be an evidence of salvation to him if he has can-
cclled doubt by a firm faith in Jesus, and ended hesitancy by full con-
secration to the service of the Lord. O that every man and woman
among us had, through divine grace, come to this point, “As for me
and my house, we will serve the Lord.”

This state of heart indicates superiority to the evil influence of others.
While we are children we are plastic to every hand; we believe what
is told us by the last informant, our judgment is swayed by our
parents, schoolmasters, and elders; but, when we come to be men and
women, among the childish things which we put away, we ought to put
away this propensity to lean upon other men’s judgments. Our own
understandings should now be exercised, or else why are they given to
us ? God waits to guide us, but he would have us cry to him, and not
follow the trail of our fellows. We should endeavour to have a mind
enlightened by grace, decided for God, and established in the truth,
and then we should strike out our own path for God and his truth,
and count it no very great hardship if in that path we should have to
walk alone. A man should not be like a house which is one of a row,
which would come down with a run if those on the right and left were
removed, but he should be altogether detached, so that all four walls
will stand without another house to buttress them. Alas, I fear me
that few have reached this point ; the most of men are a feeble
herd, and follow their-leaders, having no minds of their own. Woe
to them when blind leaders lead them into the ditch. The great guide
of the world is fashion, and its god is respectability—two phantoms,
at which brave men laugh. How many of you look around on society
to know what to do ; you watch the general current, and then float
upon it ; you study the popular breeze and shift your sails to suit it.
True men do not so. You ask—Is it fashionable ? If it be faghion-
able, it must be done. Fashion is the law of multitudes, but it is
nothing more than the common consent of fools, The world has its
fashions in religion as well as in dress, and many of you feel the
influence of it. If you had fallen in among Christ’s people some
of you would have made a profession of religion before now, but
having, on the contrary, been cast among the ungodly, albeit that you
have some desires towards Christ, you are held back by the evil
influence. What are ye but babes, fit for the nursery and the sucking-
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bottle ? If ye were men, ye would stand on your own feet, and not
need carrying in arms.
% Dare to be a Daniel!
Dare to stand alone!

Dare to bave a purpose true,
And dare to make it known!”

Little will it abate our eternal misery if all the rest of the world
should be lost with us; company in hell will be the reversc of
consolation! If we lose heaven for fashion sake it will be no solace to
us that others lost it too. We are born alone, and shall have to die
alone and to be judged alone, and it is time that we began to look into
our souls’ affairs with our best judgment, and no longer be as the sere
leaf in the wind, or the log in the rapids. God has given to each man
a conscience, to each man a heart, and he will not allow men to
quench their personal consciences and yield up their hearts to be
moulded by others; he will hold them personally responsible for the
right use of judgment, reason, and heart ; be ye sure of this. Oh sirs,
may every one of us know the Lord for oursclves, and forsaking the
broad road with its many travellers may we be bold to walk in the
narrow way which leadeth unto life.

Right decision for God is deep, calm, clear, fized, well grounded, and
solemnly made. Joshua does not speak his determination lightly.
Gaze upon the stern warrior’s face scarred in many battles, bronzed
with exposure, wrinkled with more than a hundred years of varied
experience! He looks not like a trifler, he speaks not as one who
sings a love song and trills it from his lips, but his utterances rise from
that broad breast of his with the rugged honesty and brave sincerity
of a soldier prince. “ As for me and my house, we will serve the
Lord :” as much as if he had said, “I have known my God too
many years to forsake him now. I have not bared my breast to the
battle so many scores of times to be a coward now. I have not dwelt
under the shadow of the Almighty forty years in the wilderness, and
all these years in Canaan that I might seek to idols at last. The
golden calf is not for me, I saw it ground to powder long ago: the
idols of the Amorites are not for me, I‘have dashed thousands of them
to the ground.” He speaks as one who has weighed the matter, counted
the cost, and come to a decision which he can defend against all
comers. It would be idle to try and shake his resolve, it is as stable as
Lebanon. You do not hear in him a time-server, who, to please men,
falls in with the general affirmation ; nor a mere scholar, repeating
what he has learned by rote ; nor a ceremonialist, muttering his credo
for form’s sake ; but you hear an honest man revealing his heart, and
uttering his inmost soul with awful earnestness, even in that utterance
careless of being heard of men except so far as their hearing may be
of use to themselves. He speaks with immoveable resolve : his soul is
anchored and defies all storms,—*“ As for me and my house we will,
despite crowds and customs, we will, despite temptations and trials, we
11ll, despite idols or devils, to the end of the chapter serve Jehovah.”
Such ought the decision of every one of us to be, and I earnestly wish
that so it were.






