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¢ But rise, and stand upon thy feet: for I have appeared unto thee for this purpose,
to make thee s minister and a witness both of these things which thou hast seen, and
of those things in the which I will appear unto thee; delivering thee from the people,
and from the Gentiles, unto whom now I send thee, to open their eyes, and to turn
them from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan unto God, that they may
receive forgiveness of sins, and inheritance among them which are sanctified by faith
that is in me. Whereupon, O king Agrippa, I was not disobedient unto the heavenly
vision : but shewed first unto them of Damascus, and at Jerusalem, and throughout
all the coasts of Judwa, and then to the Gentiles, that they should repent and turn to
God, and do works meet for repentance.”’—Acts xxvi. 16—20.

BenoLD an amazing sight! Saul of Tarsus at the feet of Jesus of
Nazareth! Listen! The persecutor’s voice is changed into that of an
enquiring disciple. He asks, “What wilt thou have me to do?”
If angels sang with delight over a new-made world, their song must
have been seven times as joyous over a new-made apostle. The change
was miraculous. At this distance of time we can hardly appreciate it ;
but if we had been living in daily fear of our lives, if we had seen
our father or our brother dragged off to death by this ferocious enemy
of the cross, and then had suddenly heard that he was converted to the
faith which he opposed, we should have cried, “ Incredible!” For the
Ethiopian to change his skin, or for the leopard to lose his spots, would
be little compared with this cruel Pharisee bowing himselt in lowly peni-
tence before the Lord Jesus whom he had persecuted. Do you wonder
that when Saul was come to Jerusalem, and assayed to join himself to
the disciples, they were all afraid of him, and believed not that he was a
disciple? My brethren, as in history, so in the grace of God, it is the
unexpected which frequently occurs. The men and women whom I
expected to confess Christ long ago have not yet come. I have seen
Felix tremble, but I have not seen him converted ; I have seen Agrippa
almost persuaded, but he is not yet a Christian. Meanwhile, I have
beheld a Saul of Tarsus, who aforetime raged against the cross, bowing
himself submissively before the Lord Jesus.

Let us never be discouraged; but let us expect to see signs and
Wondﬁrs in the world of grace. Though priesteraft is far too dominant
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in our land, we yet may hear that « a great company of the priests” have
believed in Christ. Though freethought rides roughshod over every-
thing, we may yet hear that the boldest freethinkers have been made
truly free, and have felt the power of his thoughts, which are as high
above our thoughts as the heavens are above the earth. Who knows,
good brother, but that son who has caused you the greatest grief may
yet give you the greatest pleasure? That one among your relatives
who seems most decidedly to take the wrong side may yet become a
leader in the armies of Christ. Hope on! hope ever !

Note with care how men are converted; I shall show you God’s
preparation for it, in @ work wrought upon the minister, making him a
fit witness for the truth ; then I shall speak upon God’s work wrought in
the convert in opening his eyes, and turning him from darkness to light ;
and, lastly, I shall call your attention to a work which must be wrought
by the convert himself; for Paul preached that they should repent and
turn to God, and do works meet for repentance.

I. TFirst, let ns notice A WORK WROUGHT BY GOD UPON THE
MINISTER. “It pleased God by the foolishness of preaching to save
them that believe.” ¢ Faith cometh by hearing.” “How shall they
hear without a preacher? And how shall they preach except they be
sent ?” In order to the conversion of the hearer many processes must
be experienced by the preacher: he must be made, called, sent, and
afterwards delivered. All the work of the Lord upon him is a work of
.grace on behalf of those who shall be converted by his means.

The minister whom God sends is first of all Asmself subdued, and
made to be obedient to the will of his Lord. While a man is a rebel
the Lord does not appoint him to act as an ambassador; while he is
-dead in sin he does not commission him to preach the way of life. Paul
was struck down to the earth : if he had not himself fallen, he would
not have known how to lift up others whom the Lord has laid low.
"There flashed into his face a light above the brightness of the sun;
he declares, “ I could not see for the glory of that light.” He remained
blind for three days; and this, also, was necessary; for if he had not
been shut up in that darkness, he would not have been qualified to
deal with others on whom the darkness of conviction had settled. An
experience of breaking down and of soul-horror is necessary to prepare
a man for after-usefulness among the convicted, the desponding, and the
despairing. It may be that some young man present this morning is under-
going a singularly severe discipline at the hands of the Holy Spirit. His
sins are exceedingly heavy upon him, and relief does not come. A com-
panion of his who was aroused at the same time has found rest, and is
already rejoicing in the light ; but this young brother finds the darkness
thicken about him. Dear friend, it may be that your deeper conviction
and more oppressive sense of sin are needful because in your future life
you are to be made largely helpful to troubled hearts. Do not think
that everybody is blind for three days, as Paul was when he did
neither eat nor drink during all that time; but conclude that some
peculiar end is to be served by this remarkable experience. Lydia, whose
heart the Lord opened to receive the truth, was not thus blinded and
troubled ; but then she was not called to be an apostle to preach the
gospel from Jerusalem to Spain. The weapon which is to be most used
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in battle must be more completely hardened than that which is for
peaceful service. Discipline in our own spiritual life is a part of minis-
terial education which the chosen of the Liord shall not miss. See then,
how God may be working for the conversion of generations yet unborn
in the deep and painful experience of individuals who are now being
turned from darkness to light. See, my dear hearer, what God may
have done already in the hearts of his chosen ministers to fit them to
become the means of your conversion. In order to slay your sins the
shaft has been polished. Another has groaned and wept, and cried
out in bitter agony, in order that he may know how to speak a word in
season to you. Each of the best locks made by our eminent locksmiths is
unique and by itself ; and when this is the case, each lock needs its own
special key: so is it with human minds, there is a peculiarity about
each one. Certain minds will never be reached until they come in
contact with other minds constituted on purpose to touch them. I know
that there is a suitability in my experience to affect many of my fellow-
men, and they open to me when the Lord takes me in his hand, and
uses me as his key; but I also feel that in all probability I shall never
move certain other individuals, because my mental conformation excites
prejudice in them ; I do not fit them, and they will not permit me to be
of use to them. Thank God, he has other servants, and by these I trust
he will accomplish good for those to whom I am an unsuitable instru-
ment. Assuredly I know that much of the experience through which
I have passed has not been with a view to myself, but with a view to
those persons to whom the Lord will make me his channel of blessing.
Consider, then, how gracious is the Lord thus to be working upon his
o}@lfvn servants, with the design of saving some of you who are far from
im.

The next preparation for the Lord’s minister was that e should be
encouraged. The Lord Jesus said to him, “ Rise, and stand upon thy
feet.” As much as to say—* Thou art forgiven, thou art chosen, thou art
beloved : therefore lie no longer prostrate, overwhelmed with fear. Give
not way to despondency. Resign thyself into my hands, and be prepared
with activity and diligence to spend all the rest of thy life in doing good.
Arise, stand on thy feet, for work is to be done at once which will need
all thy courage and might!” Men can hardly be very useful till they
cease to be despondent, diffident, and depressed, and become energetic
and hopeful. Even good men need to be braced up that they may rise
to bold attempts and believing labours for their Lord. Many are slow
to take the encouragement which is offered them, and need to hear a
voice, saying, *“ Shake thyself from the dust, O captive! Rise, and serve
thy God.” I wish that I could speak to any brother here whose heart
is true and right, and who has the power to be exceedingly useful, but
who has not yet the courage to proceed to his proper work. O my
brother, rise and stand upon thy feet.  Alas,” you say, I have tried
to do good, but I have seen no effects following my endeavours. I have
spoken to one or two about their souls, but I have not yet won a heart
for Christ.” Did you really expect todo so? I have noticed that those
who do not believe that they will be successful seldom are so ; but those
who rise and stand upon their feet, and manfully expect that God will
bless them are not disappointed. ~'We are not to hope for success
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because there is anything in us, but because God has promised that his
word shall not return unto him void ; and if we therefore sow in faith, a
harvest will assuredly follow. Faith receives promises; unbelief goes
empty-handed. Arise, then, and stand upon your feet.

Who knows but somebody who shall receive encouragement this
morning will from this day become the messenger of God to open the
blind eyes of others? The strengthening of the worker is as needful a
part of God’s work as the immediate operation of the Spirit with the
message. The vessel must be prepared for the Master’s use, and grace
is to be clearly seen in the making and fitting of that vessel for so divine
a purpose.

The uplifting work being done, it remained that Paul should now be
made, constituted, and ordained a minister, and to this end he must see the
Lord for himself. The Lord said, “I have appeared unto thee for this
purpose, to make thee a minister and a witness.” It is plain from these
words that the right way to make ministers is for the Lord Jesus Christ
to appear to them. We have heard of making men into ministers, but
we have no belief in the result of such a manufacture. If one man makes
another man a minister, he will be very badly made, and the sooner he
is broken up again the better. The fabrication of man is not fit to be
an instrument for the Lord. All the laying on of hands, and all the fit-
ness that can be given in College or University cannot possibly make a
minister apart from the revelation of the Son of God to the heart. If
God intends to use any man, he must be as much the creation of God
as are the heavens and the earth.

The means which the Lord uses for the true preacher’s education and
ordination are here displayed before us. It is by Christ’s appearing to
the man that he is prepared to preach the Lord Christ among men.

Our Lord’s appearing to a man operates two ways: first, it makes him
willing to be a servant, for that is the meaning of the word “ minister.”
When the renewed mind beholds the Lord, it adores him, and cries out,
“ What wilt thou have me to do?”’ A sight of the glory of Christ,
of the love of Christ, of the sufferings of Christ, constrains a believer to
render unto the Lord all that lies in his power of cheerful service. Who
that has heheld the unrivalled beauties of Jesus can refuse him honour?
Having seen thee, O my Lord, I become henceforth thy servant, and feel
it a privilege to minister to the very least of thy redeemed according
as thou mayest appoint.

The same heavenly vision qualifies the believer to act as a witness
for Jesus. We cannot bear witness to that which we have never seen.
Hearsay is of small value, we must see for ourselves. Christ must
appear to his elect servant or he will not be able to go forth and tell
what he has seen. The true prophet is a seer: he sees, and therefore
speaks. “ We speal that we do know, and testify that we have seen.”
If thou hast had no vision, hold thy tongue, for thou hast no message ;
but if thou hast seen, then tell thou carefully only what thou hast seen,
adding nothing thereto and taking nothing therefrom. Thy message is
that which God hath revealed to thee by his Holy Spirit in his Word,
and in thine own spiritual experience.

See you, then, dear friends, that in order to the conversion of those
who are not yet saved, the Lord Jesus has been at work upon others,
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making them fit to be servants and witnesses, and he has used as his chief
means of instruction the revealing of himself. This is instructive, for it
gives us a clear indication as to the best method of accomplishing the
galvation of those around us. Beloved, if you want to win souls follow
up this line of things. Soul-winning is generally accomplished not by
argument, but by testimony. The best minister is a witness-bearer.
“ Butler’s Analogy” is one of the most notable works in defence of re-
velation, and it is eminently calculated to impress the student with the
truthfulness of our holy religion ; but I should like to know whether there
ever was a man, woman, or child truly converted to the Lord Jesus by
“Butler's Analogy.” I donotthink it. Nor do I depreciate the work on
that account, for it has other uses which it admirably serves. This, how-
ever, I am certain of] that a little book like the * Dairyman’s Daughter,”
by Leigh Richmond, which is not worthy for a moment to be compared
with “ Butler’s Analogy ” as a display of intellectual power, has led
thousands to saving faith in the Lord Jesus. That little biography of
a peasant girl, a mere nothing as to thought compared with the
wonderful ““ Analogy,” has brought tens of thousands to the Saviour’s
feet, where the other has brought few, if any. What is the reason®
The “Analogy” is a very clear and admirable argument, but the
¢ Dairyman’s Daughter  is a witness of what has been seen, and tasted,
and handled by one like ourselves. Heads are won by reasoning, but
hearts are won by witness-bearing. Our lines of things should be that
of David—* I will declare what the Lord hath done for my soul.” Paul
frequently repeated the story of his own conversion, for he knew of
nothing more likely to convince and convert. I do not believe that
people will ever be converted by gaudy rhetoric. Poetical expressions
are too fine to draw men away from sin to holiness: men do not
come to Christ on the back of Pegasus. Argument which appeals
only to the intellect is poor fuel with which to kindle the fire of love
to Christ ; and even sound instruction will not suffice without per-
sonal witness to vivify and support it. To convince men of the truth of
a statement is one thing, to convict them of personal sin is another
thing, and to convert them is a step higher still. Bear witness to what
you know, to what you feel, to the power of Christ to pacify the con-
science and to change the life; bear, I say, your witness to Jesus, and
you will have done that which God will bless to the opening of the eyes
of the spiritually blind.

Further, dear friends, the man who is to win a soul for Christ must be
continuously snsiructed of God. He is to be a witness not only of those
things which he has seen, but also of those things in the which the Lord
will yet appear unto him. The discipline and tnition which our Lord
vouchsafes to his servant when he begins his witness, will not suffice
him for the whole of his life : he must continue to be taught that he
may continue to teach. You who wish to win souls for Jesus—and I
know many of you do—must always sit at his feet yourselves. Your eyes
must evermore be fixed upon your Master, so that his dear image may
photograph itself perpetually upon your heart. OQur message, if it is to
daily win souls for Jesus, must come to us daily. The manna of last
year, where s it if we have hoarded it ? In a day it bred worms—where
18 it after many days? As the manna fell fresh and Ivesh each morning,






