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‘‘They have healed the hurt of the daughter of my people slightly, saying, Peace,
peace ; when there is no peace.”’—Jeremiah viii. 11.

‘‘ Heal me, O Lord, and I shall be healed ; save me, and I shall be saved: for thou
art my praise.””—Jeremiah xvii. 14.
THE people among whom Jeremiah dwelt had received a grievous hurt,
and they felt it, for they were invaded by cruel enemies, their goods were
plundered, their children were slain, and their cities burned. Jeremiah,
with true love to his nation, warned them that the cause of all their
trouble was that they had forsaken their God. They had turned aside
from the living God, and had made gods of the idols of the nations
round about them, and so had provoked Jehovah to jealousy. Therefore
he chastened them sorcly, and plagued them again and again, even as he
had threatened them from of old.  He took up the quarrel of his cove-
nant, and he made them smart indeed. Jeremiah tried to show them
that the only way to be healed of their hurt was to be healed of their
sin; that if they would give up their idolatry and all the infamous
wickedness that grew out of it, and turn to the true God and obey his
commandments, then brighter days would come. Their conscience must
have told them that all this was true ; but, alas! Jeremiah preached
to them in vain. As the old classic prophetess Cassandra was doomed
for ever to speak the truth and never to be believed, so was Jeremiah :
the people heard him, but they regarded him not. Meanwhile, certain
pretenders to prophecy opposed Jeremiah, and sought to win the con-
fidence of the nation. They came with “Thus saith the Lord ” upon
their lips, blasphemously pretending to be speaking in the name of
Jehovah when Jehovah had not sent them, nor did they seek his glory.
These suggested to the people easier remedies than repentance : they
should make an alliance with Egypt, and in that way beat off the
Assyrians : they should send a certain amount of tribute to the great
king, and thus buy off his armies. They buoyed up the people’s hopes
with vain_confidences, and took them off from repentance and return
to God. No good came of their teachings—they did but film the wound
of th‘% nation and left the deadly venom still within, The hopes which
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they excited lasted but for a little time, and then died out in blank
despair. They had not touched the root which bore the wormwood.
They had made light of the national sin. They had healed the hurt
of Judah slightly, saying, “Peace, peace,” when there is no peace.

To-day God’s servants who are the true successors of the prophets
have a task before them sterner even than that of the ancient seers. It
is not ours to point to smoking ruins and the carcases of the unburied
dead—plain evidences of a grievous hurt; but our work is to deal with
spiritual sickness, and to come among a people who confess no hurt.
Great multitudes of our hearers do not welcome the news of a heavenly
remedy because they are not aware that they are sick. They are not only
gound in wind and limb, but in head and heart. From the crown of their
head to the sole of their foot they have scarce a blemish in them, or if
they have some little spot here and there, yet they are much superior to
the general run of mankind, and need no special spiritual surgery. A
physician who has to commence his practice by convincing his neighbours
that they are sick has not a very hopeful sphere before him. Such is our
work : we have first of all to declare in the name of the God of truth
that man is fallen, that his heart is deceitful above all things and
desperately wicked, that he is a sinner doomed to die, and such a sinner
that there is no reclaiming him unless the Ethiopian can change his skin
and the leopard his spots. Truths so humiliating to human pride are by
no means popular; men prefer to hear the smooth periods of those who

arade the dignity of human nature. The very phrase grates on my
ear; talk of the dignity of a dunghill and you are as near the mark.
Man, viewed as fallen, descends below the level of the beast which
perisheth, for the beast hath not offended against its Creator. See how
Adam’s proud descendants rage against this truth ; to persuade them of
it is a work so hard as to be utterly hopeless unless the Spirit of God
himself shall undertake it. It is a divinely wise arrangement that he
has undertaken it ; as it is written, “ When he, the Spirit of truth, is
come, he shall convince the world of sin.”

‘When that great labour is accomplished we have yet another remaining,
namely, to excite in men a desire after healing. Many there are who
confess their disease, but the disease of sin has wrought in them a
spiritual lethargy, so that they find a horrible rest in their lost estate,
and have no longing to rise to spiritual health, of which, indeed, they
know nothing. They are guilty, and willing to remain guilty ; inclined
to evil, and content with the inclination. Hundreds live and die in
this condition. They know that there is a wrath to come on account of
sin, but they put far from them the evil day, and amuse themselves with
the mirth of the present. They do not deny that a great change must
be undergone by them ere they can enter heaven, but then there is time
enough for this, for even at the eleventh hour they may be called by grace.
They are willing to run the risk of gasping out a last penitential prayer ;
and so they give mercy a denial, refusing the Good Physician, because
they are afraid of being well too soon. Ah, me! but we must bring
them out of this. They will perish unless they are quickened out of
this indifference: they will sleep themselves into hell unless we can find
an antidote to the opiates of sin. Like the rich man, of whom we read
that in hell he lifted up his eyes being in torments, they will dream on
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till their arousing will be too late. Would to God they might lift up
their eyes while yet there is a hope of their beholding Christ upon the
cross and finding everlasting life in him.

After these things are done, we have but stormed the outworks of the
castle, for there still remains another difficulty. Convinced that they
want healing, and made in a measure anxious to find it, the danger with
the awakened is lest they should rest content with an apparent cure, and
miss the real work of grace. We are perilously likely to rest satisfied
with a slight healing, and by this means to miss the great and com-
plete salvation which comes from God alone. I wish to speak in deep
earnestness to everyone here present upon this subject, for I have felt
the power of it in my own soul. To deliver this message I have made
a desperate effort, quitting my sick bed without due permit, moved by
a restless pining to warn you against the counterfeits of the day.

I have taken two texts ; first, that I may show how easy it is for us to
be deluded into a slight healing, and, secondly, that I may plead with
you to seek real healing, and, lastly, that I may plainly show where the
true healing is to be had according to the teaching of our second text,
“ Heal me, and I shall be healed ; save me, and I shall be saved.”

L First, then, we sorrowfully assert that IT IS VERY EASY FOR UY
TO BE THE SUBJECTS OF A FALSE HEALING. You will kindly under-
stand that I am not going to talk about the inhabitants of the Island
of Laputa; I am now speaking straight to every one of you, and I am
setting myself in the middle pew that my keenest sentence may enter
my own bosom as well as yours. I say, we are all of us in danger of
being the subjects of a false healing : ministers, deacons, elders, church-
members, aged professors, and young beginners—all alike.

We might infer this from the fact that no doubt @ large number of
persons are so deceived. If a large number of persons are so, then why
should not we be ? The tendency of other men is probably in us also.
Why not ? Are there not many persons who consider that all is well
with them because they have been observant of church ordinances from
their youth up, and their parents were observant for them before they
actually came upon the stage of responsibility. Were they not duly
christened and correctly confirmed? ~Have they not taken the sacra-
ment ? Have they not gone through every form that is required
by the sect to which they belong? What more can be necded?
They do not, in so many words, assert that these ceremonies have given
them perfect wholeness before God, but secretly they pour this flattering
unction upon their souls and lie down in quietness. If they are not all
right where will you find any who are so? On the other hand, it may
be that some now present are thankful that they never were christened
nor confirmed, and they think a good deal of not having undergone
those ceremonies; let them not err in the same way as those they are
judging. They have been attentive to religion from their own point
of view: they are never absent from their pew; they like to be at
prayer meetings; they enjoy everything that has the stamp of
Christianity upon it, and therefore they enquire mo further, but take
their safety for granted. They are afraid of digging too deep, and so
they are satisfied with having a form of godliness. Though they have
felt no change of heart, and no renewal of spirit, they nevertheless
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believe that all i3 well with them, at least they hope so, and therefore
they are at ease in Zion. This is a poor, slovenly soul-surgery which
will end in eternal death. Beware of it, I pray you, while yet a work
of grace may be wrought upon you.

Too many are reliant entirely upon external religion. If that be
attended to carefully they conclude that all is right. To sing a hymn is
in their minds a good thing, though their heart never praises God: to
join in the posture of prayer is to them an excellent thing, though their
heart never cries to God for mercy. Alas! that men should dream that
the hollow hypocrisy which insults God with empty forms should have
a magical virtue in it. Oh, that men should be so mad as to conceive
that the bringing of the mere husks and bran of external devotion to
God can be anything to him but sheer mockery, provoking him to
greater wrath ! = And yet they mock God with pretended prayers, and
feel pleased with their crime ; they chant a heartless hymn, and so vex
his Spirit, and yet they are pacified by their empty song. The very
deeds that will be mentioned against them to condemnation they quote
to their darkened mind as hopeful grounds of justification. Outward
religion is a slight and pretended healing ; being, in fact, no healing at
all, but a cry of “ Peace, peace,” when there is no peace.

I am afraid, too, that many who do not rely upon religious forms yet
confide in doctrinal beliefs. They are sound in the faith—Orthodox,
Evangelical, and Calvinistic. They heartily detest any doctrine that is
not Scriptural. I am glad to find that it is so with them ; bus let them not
rest in this. To cover a wound with a royal garment is not to heal it, and
to conceal a sinful disposition beneath a sound creed is not salvation.
Believe what you may, even though you should know the whole truth of
God, yet if your faith never changes your heart nor affects your life you
will be in no way superior to the devil who believes; nay, you may not
be quite so good as he, for devils believe and fremble, and to believe
without trembling is a stage lower down. Oh, my dear hearer, I implore
you do not rest content with such a slight healing as this. I have heard
of one who changed from a Churchman to a Dissenter, and another who
changed from a Dissenter to a Churchman, but I long to hear of you
that you have turned from sin to righteousness, from self to Jesus.
Conversions may be no better than perversions unless they are conver-
sions to Christ. We must know the truth in the heart or we do not
know it at all. Dry doctrine may kill ; it is only living truth, wrought
in us by the Spirit of God, that can make alive.

Many are the quackeries of the spiritual world, and multiplied are the
nostrums of the physicians of no value, yielding to men a slight and
transient hope; if others are deceived, may not you be?

Depend upon this, that if there s a chance of our being deceived at all
we are always ready to aid i the deception. As arule, we are all inclined
to think too well of ourselves. I dare say that if any cautious flatterer
will assure me that I am a very wise person, I shall before long come to
the conclusion that he is a remarkably sensible and far-seeing individual.
If anyone should accuse you of a virtue which you never possessed, if
he would but persevere long enough with his pleasing insinuation, you
will begin to smile inwardly, and hint to your conscience that there are
latent excellencies about you which this man with prophetic glance has






