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‘“ And as they thus spake, Jesus himself stood in the midst of them, and saith unto
them, Peace be unto you. But they were terrified and affrighted, and supposed
that they had seen a spirit. And he said unto them, Why are ye troubled ? and why
do thoughts arise in your hearts? Behold my hands and my feet, that it is I myself:
handle me, and see; for a spirit hath not flesh and bones, as ye see me have. And when
he had thus spoken, he showed them his hands and his feet. And while they yet
believed not for joy, and wondered, he said unto them, Have ye here any meat ? And
they gave him a piece of a broiled fish, and of an honeycomb. And he took it, and did
eat before them. And he said unto them, These are the words which I spake unto you,
while I was yet with you, that all things must be fulfilled, which were written
in the law of Moses, and in the prophets, and in the psalms, concerning me.”’—
Luke xxiv. 36—44.

THri1s, beloved friends, is one of the most memorable of our Lord’s
many visits to his disciples after he had risen from the dead. REach
one of these appearances had its own peculiarity. I cannot at this
time give you even an outline of the special colourings which dis-
tinguished each of the many manifestations of our risen Lord. The in-
stance now beforeus may be considered tobe the fullest and most deliberate
of all the manifestations, abounding beyond every other in “infallible
proofs.” Remember, that it occurred on the same day in which our
Lord had risen from the dead, and it was the close of a long day of
gracious appearings. It was the summing-up of a series of interviews,
all of which were proofs of the Lord’s resurrection. There was the
empty tomb and the grave-clothes left therein: the place where the
Lord lay was accessible to all who chose to inspect it—for the great
stone which had been sealed and guarded was rolled away. This in
itself was most impressive evidence. Moreover, the holy women had
been there, and had seen a vision of angels, who said that Jesus was
alive. Magdalene had enjoyed a special interview. Peter and John
had been into the empty tomb and had seen for themselves. The
report was current that “the Lord was risen indeed, and had appeared
unto Simon.” 1t was a special thing that he should appear unto Simon ;
for the disciples painfully kngw how Simon had denied his Master, and
his appearance unto Simon seemed to have struck them as peculiarly

characteristic : it was so like the manner of our Lord.
No. 1,958.
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They met together in their bewilderment : the eleven of them
gathered, as I suppose, to a social meal, for Mark tells us that the Lord
appeared unto them ‘“as they sat at meat.” It must have been very
late in the day, but they were loath to part, and so kept together till
midnight. While they were sitting at meat two brethren came in who,
even after the sun had set, had hastened back from Emmaus. These
new-comers related how one who seemed a stranger had joined himself
to them as they were walking from Jerusalem, had talked with them in
such a way that their hearts had been made to burn, and had made
himself known unto them in the breaking of bread at the journey’s end.
They declared that it was the Lord who had thus appeared unto them,
and, though they had intended to spend the night at Emmaus, they
had bhurried back to tell the marvellous news to the eleven. Hence
the witness accumulated with great rapidity ; it became more and more
clear that Jesus had really risen from the dead. But as yet the
doubters were not convinced, for Mark says:  After that he appeared
in another form unto two of them, as they walked, and went into the
country. And they went and told it unto the residue : neither believed
they them.”

Everything was working up to one point: the most unbelieving of
them were being driven into a corner. Theymustdoubt the truthfulness of
Magdalene and the other saintly women ; they must question the
veracity of Simon; they must reject the two mewly-arrived brethren,
and charge them with telling idle tales, or else they must believe that
Jesns was still alive, though they had seen him die upon the cross.
At that moment the chief confirmation of all presented itself;  for
Jesus himself stood in the midst of them.” The doors were shut ; but,
despite every obstacle, their Lord was present in the centre of the assembly.
In the presence of one whose loving smile warmed their hearts, their
unbelief was destined to thaw and disappear. Jesus revealed himself
in all the warmth of his vitality and love, and made them understand
that it was none other than his very self, and that the Scriptures had
told them it should be so. They were slow of heart to believe all that
the prophets had spoken concerning him, but he brought them to it by
his familiar communion with them. Oh that in a like way he would
put an end to all our doubts and fears !

Brethren, though you and I were not at that interview, yet we may
derive much profit from it while we look at it in detail, anxiously
desiring that we may in spirit see, and look upon, and handle the Word
of Life manifested in the flesh. Oh to learn all that Jesus would teach
us, as we now in spirit take our places at that midnight meeting of the
chosen ones ! .

In this wonderful manifestation of our Lord to his apostles I notice
three things worthy of our careful observation this morning. This
incident teaches us e certainty of the resurrection of our Lord ; secondly,
it shows us a litble of the character of our risen Master ; and, thirdly, 16
gives us certain hints as to the nalure of our own resurrection, \yhen
it shall be granted us. Oh that we may be counted worthy to attain to
the resurrection from among the dead !

I. First, then, let us see here THE CERTAINTY OF OUR Lorp’s
RESURRECTION. We have often asserted, and we affirm it yet again,
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that no fact in history is better attested than the resurrection of Jesus
Christ from the dead.  The common mass of facts accepted by all men
as historical are not one-tenth as certainly assured to us as this fact is.
It must not be denied by any who are willing to pay the slightest
respect to the testimony of their fellow-men, that Jesus, who died upon
the cross, and was buried in the tomb of Joseph of Arimathza, did
literally rise again from the dead.

Observe, that when this person appeared in the room, the first token
that it was Jesus was his speech : they were fo have the evidence of
hearing : he used the same speech. No sooner did he appear than he
spoke. He was never dumb, and it was natural that the great Teacher
and Friend should at once salute his followers, from whom he had
been so painfully parted. His first accents must have called to their
minds those cheering notes with which he had closed his last address.
They must have recognized that charming voice. I suppose its tone
and thythm to have been rich with a music most sweet and heavenly.
A perfect voice would naturally be given to a perfect man. The very
sound of it would, through their ears, have charmed conviction into
their minds with a glow of joy, had they not been frozen up in unbelief.
“Never man spake like this man :” they might have known him by
his speech alone. There were tones of voice as well as forms of
language which were peculiar to Jesus of Nazareth.

What our Lord said was just like him ; it was all of a piece with his
former discourse. Among the last sounds which lingered in their ears
was that word ‘“ Peace I leave with you, my peace I give unto you : not
as the world giveth, give I unto you”; and now it must surely be the
same person who introduces himself with the cheering salutation, * Peace
be unto you.”” About the Lord there were the air and style of one who
had peace himself, and loved to communicate it to others. The tone in
which he spake peace tended to create it. He was a peace-maker, and
%‘ pgace-giver, and by this sign they were driven to discern their

eader.

Do _you not think that they were almost persuaded to believe that it
was Jesus when he proceeded to chide them in a manner more tender
than any other chiding could have been ? How gentle the accents
when he said, “Why are ye troubled ? and why do thoughts arise in
your hearts ?””  Our Lord’s chidings were comforts in disguise. His
upbraidings were consolations in an unusual shape. Did not his up-
braiding on this occasion bring to their minds his question upon the sea
of Galilee when he said to them, “ Why are ye fearful, O ye of little
faith ?”  Did they not also remember when he came to them walking
on the water, and they were afraid that he was a spirit, and cried out for
fear; and he said to them, “It is I; be not afraid”? Surely they
remembered enough of these things to have made sure that it was their
Lord, had not their spirits been sunken in sorrow. Our Lord had never
been unwisely silent as to their faults. He had never passed over their
errors with that false and indulgent affection which gratifies its own ease
by tolerating sin; but he had pointed out their faults with the fidelity
of true love; and now that he thus admonished them, they ought to
llagq perceived that it was none other than he. Alas! unbelief is slow
o die.
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When Jesus came at last to talk to them about Moses, and the prophets,
and the psalms, he was upon a favourite topic. Then the eleven might
have nudged cach other and whispered, “It is the Lord.” Jesus had,
in his later hours, been continually pointing out the Scriptures which
were being fulfilled in himself, and at this interview he repeated his
former teaching. This is assuredly none other than he who always spoke
his Father’s mind and will, and constantly did honour to the Holy Ghost
by whom the sacred books were inspired. Thus in his tones and topics
our Lord gave clear indications that it was himself who had suddenly
appeared in that little assembly.

1 want you to notice that thisevidence was all the better, because they
themselves evidently remained the same men as they had been. “They
were terrified and affrighted, and supposed that they had seen a spirit”;
and thus they did exactly what they had done long before when he came
to them walking on the waters. In the interval between his death and
his appearing, no change has come over them. Nothing has happened
to thewn to elevate them as yet out of their littleness of mind. The
Holy Spirit was not yet given, and therefore all that they had heard at
the Last Supper, and seen in Gethsemane, and at the cross had not
yet exercised its full influence upon them: they were still childish and
unbelieving. The same men, then, are looking at the same person, and
they are in their ordinary condition; this argues strongly for the
correctness of their identification of their well-beloved Lord. They
are not carried away by enthusiasm, nor wafted aloft by fanaticism;
they are not even as yet upborne by the Holy Spirit into an unusual
state of mind, but they are as slow of heart and as fearful as ever they
were. If they are convinced that Jesus has risen from the dead, depend
vpon it, it must be so. If they go forth to tell the tidings of his
resurrection, and to yield up their lives for it, yon may be sure that
their witness is true, for they are not the sort of men to be deceived.
In our day there has been a buzz about certain miracles of faith, but
the statements usually come from persons whose impartiality is question-
able—credulous persons who saw what they evidently wished to see. I
know several good people who would not wilfully deceive, who never-
theless upon some points are exceedingly unreliable, because their en-
thusiasm is prepared to be imposed upon. Any hawker of wonders
would expect them to be buyers, they have a taste for the marvellous.
As witnesses, the evidence of such people has no value in it as compared
with that of these eleven men, who evidently were the reverse of credulous
or excitable. In the apostles’ case the facts were tested to the utmost,
and the truth was not admitted till it was forced upon them. I am
not excusing the unbelief of the disciples, but I claim that their witness
has all the more weight in it, because it was the result of such coo)
investigation. These apostles were in special manner to be witnesses of
the resurrection, and it makes assurance doubly sure to us when we see
them arrive at their conclusion with such deliberate steps. ‘These were
men like ourselves, only perhaps a little less likely to be deceived : they
needed to be convinced by overwhelming witness, and they were so: ever
afterwards they declared boldly that their crucified Lord had indeed

risen from the dead. . .
Thus far in the narrative they had received the evidence of their






