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*“ Who hath called us unto his eternal glory.”’—1 Peter v. 10.

A FORTNIGHT ago, when I was only able to creep to the front of this
platform, I spoke to you concerning the future of our mortal bodies:*
“ We know that if our earthly house of this tabernacle were dissolved,
we have a building of God, a house not made with hands, eternal in
the heavens.” On the next Sabbath day we went a step further, and we
did not preach so much about the resurrection of the body as upon the
hope of glory for our entire nature,t our text being, “ Christ in you, the
hope of glory.” Thus we have passed through the outer court, and
have trodden the hallowed floor of the Holy Place, and now we are the
more prepared to enter within the veil, and to gaze awhile upon the
glory which awaits us. We shall say a little—and oh, how little it will
be—upon that glory of which we have so sure a prospect, that glory which
is prepared for us in Christ Jesus, and of which he is the hope! I pray
that our eyes may be strengthened that we may see the heavenly light, and
that our ears may be opened to hear sweet voices from the better land.
As for me, I cannot say that I will speak of the glory, but I will try to
stammer about it; for the best language to which a man can reach con-
cerning glory must be a mere stammering. Paul did but see a little
of it for a short time, and he confessed that he heard things that it was
not lawful for a man to utter ; and I doubt not that he felt utterly non-
plussed as to describing what he had seen. Though a great master of
language, yet for once he was overpowered ; the grandeur of his theme
made him silent. As for us, what can we do, where even Paul breaks
down? Pray, dear friends, that the Spirit of glory may rest upon you,
that he may open your eyes to see a8 much as can at present be seen of
the heritage of the saints. We are told that  eye hath not seen, neither
hath ear heard, neither have entered into the heart of man, the things
which God hath prepared for them that love him.” Yet the eye has
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seen wonderful things. There are sunrises and sunsets, Alpine glories
and ocean marvels which, once scen, cling to our memories throughout
life; yet even when nature ig at her best she cannot give us an idea of
the supernatural glory which God has prepared for his people. The earhas
heard sweet harmonies. Have we not enjoyed music which has thrilled
us? Have we not listened to speech which has seemed to make our
hearts dance within us? And yet no welody of harp nor charm of
oratory can ever raise us to a conception of the glory which God hath
Jaid up forthem that love him. As for the heart of man, what strange
things have entered it! Men have exhibited fair fictions, woven in the
Joom of fancy, which have made the eyes to sparkle with their beauty
and brightness; imagination has revelled and rioted in its own fantastic
creations, roaming among islands of silver and mountains of gold, or
swimming in seas of wine and rivers of milk; bat imagination has never
been able to open the gate of pearl which shuts in the city of our God.
No, it hath not yet entered the heart of man. Yet the text goes on
to say, *“ but he hath revealed it unto us by his Spirit.” So that heaven
is not an utterly unknown region, not altogether an inner brightness
shut in with walls of impenetrable darkness. God hath revealed joys
which he has prepared for his beloved ; but mark you, even though they
he revealed of the Spirit, yet it i8 no common unveiling, and the reason
that it is made known at all is ascribed to the fact that the Spirit
searchieth all things, yea, the deep things of God.” So we see that the
glory which awaits the saints is ranked among the deep things of God,
and he that woald speak thereof after the manner of the oracles of God
must have much heavenly teaching. It is easy to chatter according to
human fancy, but it we would follow the sure teaching of the word of
God we shall have need to be taught of the Holy Spirit, without whose
anointing the deep things of God must be hidden from us, Pray that
we may be under that teaching while we dwell upon this theme.

There are three questions which we will answer this morning. The
first is, what 8 the destiny of the sainis 2—*Eternal glory,” says the
the text. Secondly, wherein doth this glory consist? 1 said we would
answer the questions, but this is not to be answered this side the pearl-
gate. Thirdly, what should be the influence of this prospect upon our
hearts? What manner of people ought we to be whose destiny is eternal
glory? How should we live who are to live for ever in the glory of the
Most High?

1. First, WHAT, THEN, IS THE DESTINY OF THE SAINTS? Our text
tells us that God has “called us unto his efernal glory.” *Glory!”
does not the very word astound you? ¢ Glory!” surely that belongs to
God alone! Yet the Scripture says “glory,” and glory it must mean,
for it mever exaggerates. Think of glory for us who have deserved
cternal shame! GHlory for us poor creatures who are often ashamed of
oursclves! Yes, I look at my book again, and it actually says “glory’
—nothing less than glory. Therefore so must it be.

Now, since this seems 8o amazing and astonishing a thing, 1 would so
speak with you that not a relic of incredulity may remain n your hearts
concerning it. 1 would ask you to follow me while we look through
the Bible, not quoting every passage which speaks of glory, but meutioning
a few of the leading ones.
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This glory has been promised. What said David? In the seventy-
third Psalm and twenty-fourth verse we meet with these remarkable
words: “Thou shalt guide me with thy counsel, and afterward
receive me to glory.”” In the original Hebrew there is a trace of
David’s recollection of Enoch’s being translated; and, though the
royal Psalmist did not expect to be caught away without dying,
yet he did expect that after he had followed the guidance of the
Lord here below the great Father would stoop and raise up his
child to be with himself for ever. He expected to be received into
glory., Even in those dim days, when as yet the light of the gospel
was but in its dawn, this prophet and king was able to say, ¢ Thou shalt
afterward receive me to glory.” Did he not mean the same thing when
in the eighty-fourth Psalm, verse eleven, he said, “ The Lord will give
grace and glory: no good thing will he withhold from them that wallk
uprightly”’?  Not only no good thing under the name of grace will God
withhold from the upright, but no good thing under the head of glory.
No good of heaven shall be kept from the saints; no reserve is even sct
upon the throne of the great King, for our Lord Jesus has graciously
promised, “To him that overcometh will I grant to sit with me in my
throne, even as I also overcame, and am set down with my Father in his
throne.” *No good thing,” not even amongst the infinitely good things
of heaven, will God “ withhold from them that walk uprightly.” If David
had this persuasion, much more may we who walk in the light of the
gospel. Since our Lord Jesus hath suffered and cntered into his glory,
and we know that we shall be with him where he is, we are confidens
that our rest shall be glorious.

Brethren, it is o this glory that we have been called. 'The people of
God having been predestinated, have been called with an effectual
calling—called so that they have obeyed the call, and have run after
him who has drawn them. Now, our text says that he has “called ns
unto his eternal glory by Christ Jesus,” We are called to repentance,
we are called to faith, we are called to holiness, we are called to perse-
verance, and all this that we may afterwards attain unto glory. We
bave another Scripture of like import in 1 Thessalonians ii. 12 :—% Who
hath called you unto his kingdom and glory.” We are called unto his
kingdom according to our Lord’s word, “ Fear not, little flock ; for it is
your Father’s good pleasure to give you the kingdom.” We are called
to be kings, called to wear a crown of life that fadeth not away, called
to reign with Christ in hisglory. If the Lord had not meant us to have
the glory he would not have called us unto it, for his calling is no
mockery. He would not by his Spirit have fetched us out from the
world and separated us unto himself if he had not intended to keep us
from falling and preserve us eternally. Believer, you are called to
glory; do not question the certainty of that to which God has called
you.

And we are not only called to it, brethren, but glory is especially joined
with justification. Let me quote Romans viii. 80 :—* Moreover whom
he did predestinate, them he also called : and whom he called, them he
also justified: and whom he justified, them he also glorified.” These
various mercies are threaded together like pearls upon a string: there is
Do breaking the thread, no separating the precious things. They are
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put in their order by God himself, and they are kept there by his eternai
sud irreversible decree. If you are justified by the righteousness of
Christ, you shall be glorified through Christ Jesus, for thus hath God
purposed, and so must it be. Do you not remember how salvation itself
18 linked with glory? Paul, in 2 Timothy ii. 10, speaks of *the
salvation which is in Christ Jesus with eternal glory.” The two things
are riveted together, and cannot be separated. °
The saved ones must partake of the glory of God, for for this are they
being prepared every day. Paul, in the ninth of Romans, where he
speaks about the predestinating will of God, says in the twenty-third
verse: “The vessels of mercy, which he had afore prepared unto glory.”
This is the process which commenced in regeneration, and is going on in
us every day in the work of sanctification. We cannot be glorified so
long as sin remains in us; we must first be pardoned, renewed, and
sanctified, and then we are fitted to be glorified. By communion with
our Lord Jesus we are made like to him, as saith the apostle in
2 Corinthians iii. 18 :—* But we all, with open face beholding as in a
glass the glory of the Lord, are changed into the same image from glory
to glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord.” It is very wonderful how
by the wisdom of God everything is made to work this way. Look at the
blessed text in 2 Corinthians iv. 17, where Paul says, * For our light
affliction, which is but for a moment, worketh for us a far more ex-
ceeding and eternal weight of glory ;”” where he represents that all that
we can suffer, whether of body or of mind, is producing for us such a
mass of glory that he is quite unable to describe it, and he uses hyper-
bolical language in saying, “a far more exceeding and eternal weight of
glory.” Oh, blessed men, whose very losses are their gains, whose
sorrows produce their joys, whose griefs are big with heaven! Well
may we be content to suffer if so it be that all things are working
together for our good, and are helping to pile up the excess of our future
lory.
Thus, then, it seems we are called to glory, and we are being prepared
for it ; is it not also a sweet thought that our present fellowship with
Christ is the guarantes of €62 In Romans viii. 17 it is said, “ If so
be that we suffer with him, that we may be also glorified together.”
Going to prison with Christ will bring us into the palace with Christ ;
smarting with Christ will bring us into reigning with Christ; being
ridiculed, and slandered, and despised for Christ’s sake will bring
us to be sharers of his honour, and glory, and immortality. Who would
not be with Christ in his humiliation if this be the guarantee that we
shall be with him in his glory? Remember those dear words of the
Lord Jesus, “Ye are they which have continued with me in my
temptations. And I appoint unto you a kingdom, as my Father hath
appointed unto me.” Let us shoulder the cross, for it leads to the crown.
*'No cross, no crown:” but he that has shared the battle shall partake
in the victory. L.
I have not yet done, for there is a text, in Hebrews ii. 10, which is
well worthy of our consideration : we are fo be brought to glory. It is
gaid of our Lord that it “became him, for whom are all things, in
bringing many sons unto glory, to make the captain of their salvation
perfert through sufferiugs.” ~ See, beloved, we are called to glory, we
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are being prepared for it, and we shall be brought to it. We might
despair of ever getting into the glory land if we had not One to bring us
there, for the pilgrim’s road is rough and beset with many foes; but
there is a “ Captain of our salvation,” a greater than Bunyan's Great-
heart, who is conducting the pilgrim band through all the treacherous
way, and he will bring the “many sons”’—where?—*“unto glory,”
nowhere short of that shall be their ulfimatum. Glory, glory shall surely
follow upon grace; for Christ the Lord, who has come into his glory,
has entered into covenant engagements that he will bring all the “many
gons ”’ to be with him.

Mark this, and then I will quote no more Scriptures: this glory will
be for our entire manhood, for our body as well as for our soul. You
know that text in the famous resurrection chapter; in 1 Cor. xv. 43
Paul speaks of the body as being “sown in dishonour,” but he adds, *it
is raised in glory;” and then, in Philippians iii. 21, he says of our
divine Lord at his coming, “ Who shall change our vile body, that it
may be fashioned like unto his glorious body, according to the working
whereby he is able even to subdue all things unto himself.” What a
wonderful change that will be for this frail, feeble, suffering body! In
some respects it is not vile, for it is a wonderful product of divine skill,
and power, and goodness; but inasmuch as it hampers our spiritual
nature by its appetites and infirmities, it may be called a “ vile body.”
It is an unhandy body for a spirit: it fits a soul well enough, but a spirit
wants something more ethereal, less earth-bound, more full of life than
this poor flesh and blood and bone can ever be. Well, the body is to be
changed. ‘What alteration will it undergo? It will be rendered per-
fect. The body of a child will be fully developed, and the dwarf will
attamn to full stature. The blind shall not be sightless in heaven,
neither shall the lame be halt, nor shall the palsied tremble. The deaf
shall hear, and the dumb shall sing God’s praises. We shall carry none
of our deficiencies or infirmities to heaven. As good Mr. Ready-to-Hals
did not carry his crutches there, neither shall any of us need a staff
to lean upon. There we shall not know an aching brow, or a weak
knee, or a failing eye. “The inhabitant shall no more say, I am
sick.”

And it shall be an impassive body, a body that will be incapable of
any kind of suffering : no palpitating heart, no sinking spirit, no aching
limbs, no lethargic soul shall worry us there. No, we shall be perfectly
delivered from every evil of that kind.  Moreover, it shall be an
immortal body. Our risen bodies shall not be capable of decay, much less
of death. There are no gravesin glory. Blessed are the dead that die in
the Lord, for their bodies shall rise never to know death and corruption u
second time. No smell or taint of corruption shall remain upon those
whom Jesus shall call from the tomb.  The risen body shall be greatly
increased in power: it is “sown in weakness,” says the Seripture, but it
18 “raised in power.” I suppose there will be a wonderful agility ahout
our renovated frame : probably it will be able to move as swiftly as the
lightning flash, for so do angels pass from place to place, and we shall
in this, as in many things else, be as the angels of God. Anyhow, it
will be a * glorious body,” and it will be “ raised in glory,” so that the
whole of our manhood shall participate of that wonderful depth of bliss






