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¢The life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God.”—
QGalatians ii. 20.

I aM not about to preach from this whole verse, for I have done that
before : this single sentence will suffice me. I shall not attempt to
enter into the fulness of the spiritual meaning of this very deep and
fruitful passage; I am merely going to bring out one thought from it,
and to try to work that out, I trust, to practical ends. It hassometimes
been objected to the preaching of the gospel, that we exhort men to live
for another sphere, and do not teach them to live well in the present
life. Nothing can be more untrue than this : I venture to say that more
practical moral teaching is given by ministers of the gospel than by all
the philosophers, lecturers, and moralists put together. While we count
ourselves to be ordained to speak of something higher than mere morals,
we nevertheless, nay, and for that very reason, inculcate the purest code
of duty, and lay down the soundest rules of conduct. It would be a great
pity, dear brethren, if in the process of being qualified for the next life
we became disqualified for this; but it is not so. It would be a very
strange thing if, in order to be fit for the company of angels, we should
grow unfit to associate with men ; but it is not so. It would be a sin-
gular circumstance if those who speak of heaven had nothing to say
concerning the way thither; but it is npt so. The calumny is almost
too stale to need a new denial. My brethren, true religion has as much
to do with this world as with the world to come ; it is always urging us
onward to the higher and better life; but it does so by processes and
precepts which fit us worthily to spend our days- while here below.
Godliness prepares us for the life which follows the laying down of this
mortal flesh ; but as Paul tells us in the text, it moulds the life which we
now live in the flesh. Faith is a principle for present use ; see how it has
triumphed in ordinary life according to the record of the eleventh
chapter of the Epistle to the Hebrews. Godliness with contentment is
great gain : it hath the promise of the life that now is, as well as of that
which is to come. The sphere of faith is earth and heaven, time and
eternity; the sweep of its circle takes in the whole of our being—spirit
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soul, and body ; it comprehends the past and the future, and it certainly
does not omit the present. With the things that now are the faith of
Christians has to do ; and it is concerning the life that we now live in
the flesh that I shall now speak, trying, by the help of God's Spirit,
to show the influence which faith has upon it.

There are seven points in which faith in him who loved us and gave
himself for us will have a distinct influence upon the life which we now
live in the flesh.

I. To begin. FAITH INCLINES A MAN TO AN INDUSTRIOUS LIFE.
1t suggests activity. 1 will venture to say of any lazy man that he has
little or no faith in God ; for faith always worketh,—¢ worketh by love.”
1 lay it down as a thesis which shall be proved by observation that a
believing man becomes an active man, or else it is because he cannot
act, and, therefore, what would have been activity runs into the channel
of patience, and he endures with resignation the will of the Most High.
He who does nothing believes nothing—that is to say, in reality and in
truth. Faith is but an empty show if it produces no result upon the
life. If a professor manifests no energy, no industry, no zeal, no per-
severance, no endeavour to serve God, there is cause gravely to question
whether he is a believer at all. It is a mark of faith that, whenever it
comes into the soul, even in its lowest degree, it suggests activity. Look
at the prodigal, and note his early desires. The life of grace begins
to gleam into his spirit, and its first effect is the confession of sin. He
cries, “ Father, I have sinned against heaven and before thee, and am
no more wcrthy to be called thy son.” But what is the second effect?
He desires to be doing something. “Make me as one of thy hired
servants.” Having nothing to do had helped to make him the prodigal
he was. He had wasted his substance in riotous idleness, seeking enjoy-
ment without employment. He had plunged into the foulest vices
because he was master of money but not master of himself. It
was not an ill thing for him when he was sent into the fields to feed
swine : the company which he met with at the swine trough was better
than that which he had kept at his banquets. One of the signs of the
return of his soul’s sanity was his willingness to work, although it
might be only as a menial servant in his father’s house. In actual his-
tory observe how Saul of Tarsus, even before he had found peacefal
faith in Christ, cried, “ Lord, what wilt thou have me to do?” Faith
arouses the soul to action. It is the first question of believing anxiety,
« Sirs, what must I do to be saved? ” Hence faith is such a useful thing
to men in the labour and travail of this mortal life, because it puts them
into motion and supplies them with a motive for work., Faith does
not permit men to lie upon the bed of the sluggard, listless, frivolous,
idle; but it it makes life to appear real and earnest, and so girds the
loins for the race.

Everyone should follow an honourable vocation. It was a rule of the
old church, and it ought to be one of the present—<If any man will
not work neither let him eat.” It is good for us all to have something to
do, and plenty of it. When man was_perfect God placed him in a para-
dise, but not in a dormitory. He set him in the garden to  dress it and
to keep it.” It would not have been a happy place for Adam if he had
kad nothing to do but to smell the roses and gaze at the flowers: work
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was as essential to the perfect man as it is to us, though it was not of the
kind which brings sweat to the face or weariness to the limbs. In the
garden of grace faith is set to a happy service, and never wishes to be
otherwise than occupied for her Lord.

The text says, “The life which I now live in the flesh I live by the
faith of the Son of God.” Does faith in the Son of God, who loved him
and gave himself for him, suggest to the redeemed man that he
should be industrious and active?  Assuredly it does; for it sets
the divine Saviour before him as an example, and where was there
ever one who worked as Jesus did? In his early youth he said,
“Wist ye not that I must be about my Father's business?” He was
no loitering heir of a gentleman, but the toiling son of a carpenter. In
after life it was his meat and his drink to do the will of him that sent
him. He says, “ My Father worketh hitherto, and I work.” His
was stern labour and sore travail : the zeal of God’s house did eat him
up, and the intensity of love consumed him. He worked on until
he could say, “I have finished the work which thou gavest me to do.”
Now, it is no small thing for a man to be roused by such an example,
and to be made a partaker of such a spirit.

True faith in him who loved us, and gave himself for us, also seeks
direction of the Lord as to the sphere of its action, and waits upon him
to be guided by him in the choice of a calling. This part of our dis-
course may be useful to young persons who have not settled upon what
they are to do inlife. Faith is a great service to us here. Much de-
pends upon the choice of our pursuits. Very grievous mistakes have
been made here—as grievous mistakesas if a bird in the air should have
undertaken the pursuits of a fish, or a labouring ox should have entered
into competition with a race-horse. Some people are trying to do what
they were never made for, ambitious beyond their line. This is a
grievous evil. There should, therefore, be a seeking unto God for guid-
ance and direction ; and faith leads us to such seeking. This prayer may
be used in many senses : ¢ Show me what thou wouldest have me to do.”
In the choice of a calling faith helps a Christian to refuse that which is
the most lucrative if it be attended with a questionable morality. If
the Christian could have huge purses of that gold which is coined out of
the drunkenness, the lust, or the ungodliness of men, he would scorn to
put them among his stores. Trades which are injurious to men’s minds
and hearts are not lawful callings before God. Dishonest gain is awful
loss. Gold gained by deceit or oppression shall burn into the soul of
its owner as the fire of hell. ¢ Make money,” said the worldling to his
son ; “make it honestly if you can, but, anyhow, make money.” Faith
abhors this precept of Mammon, and having God’s providence for its
inheritance, it scorns the devil's bribe. Choose no calling over which
you cannot ask God’s blessing, or you will be acting contrary to the law
of faith.  If you cannot conceive of the Lord Jesus wishing you success
in a certain line of trdae, do not touch it. If it is not possible to
think of your Lord as smiling upon you in your daily calling, then
your calling is not fit for a Christian to follow.

Callings should be deliberately chosen with a view to our own suitable-
ness for them. Faith watches the design of God, and desires to act.
according to his intent. It had been ill for David to have lived in
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retirement, or for the prophet Nathan to have aspired to the throne.
The law of the kingdom is—* Every man in his own order ”; or in other
words, “Every man according to his several ability.” If the Lord has
given us one talent let us use it in its own market ; or if two, or five, let
us trade with them where they can be most profitably employed, so that
we may be found faithful servants in the day of the Master’s coming.

We should also by faith desire such a calling as Providence evidently
has arranged and intended for us. Some persons have never had a free
choice of what vocation they would follow; for from their birth, posi-
tion, surroundings, and connections they are set in a certain line of
things, like carriages on the tram lines, and they must follow on the
appointed track, or stand still. Faith expects to hear the voice behind
it saying, “ This is the way, walk ye in it.” Trusting to our own judg-
ment often means following our own whims; but faith seeks direction
from infallible wisdom, and so it is led in a right way. God knows your
capacity better than youdo ; entreat him to choose your inheritance for you.
If the flowers were to revolt against the gardener, and each one should
gelect its own soil, most of them would pine and die through their un-
suitable position; but he who has studied their nature knows that this
flower needs shade and damp; and another needs sunlight and a light
soil; and so he puts his plants where they are most likely to flourish.
God doeth the same with us. He hath made some to be kings, though
few of those plants flourish much. He has made many to be poor, and
the soil of poverty, though damp and cold, has produced many a glorious
harvest for the great Reaper. The Lord has set some in places of peril,
places from which they would gladly escape, but they are there preserved
by his hand ; he has planted many others in the quiet shade of obscurity,
and they blossom to the praise of the great Husbandman.

So, then, you see, faith has much to do with the force and direction of
our life in the flesh. It provides impetus by giving a man something to
dive for; it shows him the far-reaching influences of the thoughts and
deeds of to-day, and how they issue in eternal results; and faith also
takes the helm and steers the vessel along a safe channel towards the
thaven of holy rest. Happy are they who in the early days of their
_youth believe in him who loved them and gave himself for them, and so
begin their life-walk with Jesus. Blessed be God for converting some
.of us while we were yet boys and girls. O happy young people, who
begin life with the early dew of grace upon them! No prince of eastern
empires was ever so richly bejewelled ! You will not in after-days have
to lament a score years spent in error, or half a life wasted in sin, or a
whole seventy years frittered away in idleness, O that you, who are yet
young, who have the world before you, may now be led by the Spirit to
follow Christ, who pleased not himself but did the will of his Father, so
shall the life that you live in the flesh be lived by the faith of the Son of
God who loved you and gave himself for you.

II. Secondly, FAITH LEADS A MAN TO LOOK TO GOD FOR HELP IN
HIS ORDINARY AVOCATION. Here, again, it has a great influence over
him. A believer may seek of God the gqualifications for his particular
calling. “What,” say you, “may we pray about such things?” Yes.
The labourer may appeal to God for strength ; the artisan may ask God
for skill; the student may seek God for help to quicken his intelligence.






