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“He that believeth on me, as the scripture hath said, out of his belly shall flow
rivers of living water. (But this spake he of the Spirit, which they that believe on him
should receive : for the Holy Ghost was not yet given ; because that Jesus was not yet
glorified.)”’—John vii. 38, 39. .

¢ Nevertheless I tell you the truth ; It is expedient for you thatI ﬁo away: forif I go
not away, the Comforter will not come unto you; but if I depart, I will send him unto

you.””—John xvi. 7.

IT is essential, dear friends, that we should worship the living and
true God. It will be ill for us if it can be said, “ Ye worship ye know
not what.”” “Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God, and him only
shalt thou serve.” The heatlen err from this command by multiplying
gods, and making thisand that image to be the object of their adoration.
Their excess runs to gross superstition and idolatry. I fear that some-
times we who “ profess and call ourselves Christians” err in exactly the
opposite direction. Instead of worshipping more than God I fear we
worship less than God. This appears when we forget to pay due
adoration to the Holy Spirit of God. The true God is triune, Father,
Son, and Holy Spirit; and though there be but one God yet that one
God has manifested himself to us in the trinity of his sacred persons.
If, then, I worship the Father and the Son, but forget or neglect to
adore the Holy Spirit, I worship less than God. While the poor heathen
in his ignorance goes far beyond and transgresses, I must take care lest
I fall short and fail too. What a grievous thing it will be if we do not
pay that loving homage and reverence to the Holy Spirit which is so
Justly his due. May it not be the fact that we enjoy less of his power
and see less of his working in the world because the church of God has
not been sufficiently mindful of him ? It is a blessed thing to preach the
work of Jesus Christ, but it is an evil thing to omit the work of the
Holy Ghost ; for the work of the Lord Jesus itself is no blessing to that
man who does not know the work of the Holy Spirit. There is the
ransom price, but it is only through the Spirit that we know the
redemption ; there is the precious blood, but it is as though the fountain
had g\ever been filled unless the Spirit of God lead us with repenting
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faith to wash therein. The bandage is soft and the ointment is effectual
but the wound will never be healed till the Holy Spirit shall apply that
which the great Physician has provided. Let us not therefore be found
neglectful of the work of the divine Spirit, lest we incur guilt, and inflict
upon ourselves serious damage.

You that are believers have the most forcible reasons to hold the Holy
Ghost in the highest esteem ; for what are you now without him? What
were you, and what would you still have been, if it had not been for his
gracious work upon you? He quickened you, else you had not been in
the living family of God to-day. He gave you understanding that you
might know the truth, else would you have been as ignorant as the carnal
world is at this hour. It was he that awakened your conscience, con-
vincing you of sin: it was he that gave you abhorrence of sin, and led
you to repent: it was he that taught you to believe, and made you see
that glorious Person who is to be believed, even Jesus, the Son of God.
The Spirit has wrought in you your faith and love and hope, and every
grace. There is not a jewel upon the neck of your soul which he did
not place there.

“For every virtue we possess,
And every victory won,
And every thought of holiness,
Are his alone.”

‘What have we learned, if we have learned aright, except by the teaching
of the Holy Ghost? What can we say either in prayer to God or in
teaching to men that shall be acceptable unless we receive the unction
of the Holy One of Israel? Brethren, who is it that has comforted
us in our distresses, directed us in our perplexities, strengthened us
in our weaknesses, and helped our infirmities in ten thousand ways?
Is it not the Comforter whom the Father hath sent in Jesus’ name?
Can I speak too highly of the riches of his grace toward us? Can 1
too much extol the love of the Spirit? I know I cannot, and you that
know what he has wrought in you delight to hear him highly spoken
of and his work and offices set forth. We are bound by a thousand
ties to seek his honour who has wrought in us our salvation. Let us
never grieve him by our ingratitude, but let us endeavour to extol him.
For my part, it shall be the labour of this morning to impress upon you
the necessity for his work, and the superlative value of it.

Beloved brethren, notwithstanding all that the Spirit of God has already
done in us, it is very possible that we have missed a large part of the
blessing which he is willing to give, for he is able to do exceeding
abundantly above all that we ask or think.” We have already come
to Jesus, and we have drunk of the life-giving stream: our thirst is
quenched, and we are made to live in him. Is this all? Now that we
are living in him, and rejoicing to do so, have we come to the end of the
matter? Assuredly not. We have reached as far as that first exhorta-
tion of the Master, “ If any man thirst, let him come unto me and
drink”: but do you think that the generality of the church of God
have ever advanced to the next, * He that believeth on me, as the
Scripture hath said, out of his belly shall flow rivers of living water” ?
I think I am not going beyond the grievous truth if I say that only
here and there will you find men and women who have believed up
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to that point. Their thirst is quenched, as I have said, and they
live, and because Jesus lives they shall live also, but health and
vigour they have mnot : they have life, but they have not life more
abundantly. They have little life with which to act upon others: they
have no energy welling up and overflowing to go streaming out of
them like rivers. They have mnot thought it possible perhaps, or
thinking it possible they have not imagined it possible to themselves;
or believing it possible to themselves they have not aspired to it, but
they have stopped short of the fullest blessing. Their wading into the
sacred river has contented them and they know nothing of “waters to
swim in,” Like the Israelites of old, they are slow to possess all the
land of promise, but sit down when the war has hardly begun. Brothers,
let us go in to get of God all that God will give us: let us set omr
heart upon this, that we mean to have by God’s help all that the infinite
goodness of God is ready to bestow. Let us not be satisfied with the
sip that saves, but let us go on to the baptism which buries the flesh
and raises us in the likeness of the risen Lord: even that baptism into
the Holy Ghost and into fire which makes us spiritual and sets us all
on flame with zeal for the glory of God and eagerness for usefulness
by which that glory may be increased among the sons of men.

Thus I introduce you to my texts, and by their guidance we will
enter upon the further consideration of the operations of the Holy
Spirit, especially of those to which we would aspire.

I We will commence with the remark that THE WORK OF THE
SPIRIT IS INTIMATELY CONNECTED WITH THE WORK OF CHRIST. It
is a great pity when persons preach the Holy Spirit's work so as to
obscure the work of Christ; and I have known some do that, for they
have held up before the sinner’s eye the inward experience of believers,
instead of lifting up first and foremost the crucified Saviour to whom
we must look and live.  The gospel is not “ Behold the Spirit of God ”
but “ Behold the Lamb of God.” It is an equal pity when Christ is
so preached that the Holy Spirit is ignored; as if faith in Jesus pre-
vented the necessity of the new birth, and imputed righteousness
rendered imparted righteousness needless, Have I not often reminded
you that in the third chapter of John, where Jesus taught Nicodemus
the doctrine, “Except a man be born again of water and of the spirit
he cannot enter the kingdom of heaven,” we also read those blessed
words, “And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so
must the Son of man be lifted up : that whosoever believeth in him
should not perish, but have eternal life. For God so loved the world,
that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him
should not perish, but have everlasting life.” The necessity for
regeneration by the Spirit is there put very clearly, and so is the free
promise that those who trust in Jesus shall be saved. 'This is what we
ought to do : we must take care to let both these truths stand out most
distinctly with equal prominence. They are intertwined with each other
and are necessary each toeach : what God hath joined together let no
man put asunder.

They are so joined together chat, first of all, the Holy Spirit was not
given until Jesus had been glorified. Carefully note our first text; it is
& very striking one : “This spake he out of the Spirit which they that
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believe on him should receive, for the Holy Ghost was not yet.” The
word “given” is not in the original: it is inserted by the translators
to help out the sense, and they were perhaps wise in making such an
addition, but the words are more forcible by themselves. How strong
the statement, “ For the Holy Ghost was not yet.” Of course, we none
of us dream that the Holy Spirit was not yet existing, for he is eternal
and self-existent, being most truly God, but he was not yet in fellowship
with man to the full extent in which he now is since Jesus Christ is
glorified. The near and dear intercourse of God with man which is
expressed by the indwelling of the Spirit could not take place till
redeeming work was done and the Redeemer was exalted. As far
as men were concerned, and the fulness of the blessing was concerned,
indicated by the outflowing rivers of living water, the Spirit of God was
not yet. “ Oh,” say you, “ but was not the Spirit of God in the church
in the wilderness, and with the saints of God in all former ages?” I
answer, Certainly, but not in the manner in which the Spirit of God
now resides in the church of Jesus Christ. You read of the prophets,
and of one and another gracious man, that the Spirit of God came upon
them, seized them, moved them, spake by them; but he did not dwell
in them. His operations upon men were a coming and a going: they
were carried away by the Spirit of God, and came under his power, but
the Spirit of God did not rest upon them or abide in them. Occasionally
the sacred endowment of the Spirit of God came upon them, but they
knew not “ the communion of the Holy Ghost.” As a IFrench pastor
very sweetly puts it, “ He appeared unto men; he did not incarnate
himself in man. His action was intermittent : he went and came, like
the dove which Noah sent forth from the ark, and which went to and
fro, finding no rest ; while in the new dispensation he dwells, he abides
in the heart, as the dove, his emblem, which John the Baptist saw
descending and alighting upon the head of Jesus. Affianced of the
soul, the Spirit went off to see his betrothed, but was not yet one with
her ; the marriage was not consummated until the Pentecost, after the
glorification of Jesus Christ.” You know how our Lord pufs it, “ He
dwelleth with you and shall be in you.” That indwelling is another
thing from being wilh us. The Holy Spirit was with the Apostles in
the days when Jesus was with them; but he was not in them in the
sense in which he filled them at and after the Day of Pentecost. The
operations of the Spirit of God before our Lord’s ascension were not
according to the full measure of the gospel, but now the Spirit of God
has been poured upon us from on high ; now he has descended, and
now he abides in the midst of the church, and now we enter into him
and are baptized into the Holy Ghost, while he enters into us and makes
our bodies to be his temples. Jesus said, “I will send you another
Comforter, which shall abide with you for ever;” not coming and
going, but remaining in the midst of the church. This shows how
Intimately the gift of the Holy Ghost is connected with our Lord Jesus
Christ, inasmuch as in the fullest sense of his indwelling the Holy
Ghost could not be with us until Christ had been glorified. It has been
well observed that our Lord sent out seventy evangelists to preach
the gospel, even as he had aforetime sent out the twelve; and no
doubt they preached with great zeal and produced much stir ; but the
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Holy Ghost never took the trouble to preserve one of their sermons, or
even the notes of one. I have not the slightest doubt that they were
very crude and incomplete, showing more of human zeal than of divine
unction, and hence they are forgotten; but no sooner had the Holy
Spirit fallen than Peter’s first sermon is recorded, and henceforth we
have frequent notes of the utterances of apostles, deacons, and evan-
gelists. There was an abiding fulness, and an overflowing of blessing,
out of the souls of the saints after the Lord was glorified, which was not
existing among men before that time.

Observe, too, that the Holy Spirit was given after the ascent of our
divine Lord into his glory, partly fo make that ascent the more renowned.
When he ascended up on high he led captivity captive and gave gifts to
men. Tiese gifts were men in whom the Holy Spirit dwelt, who
preached the gospel unto the nations. The shedding of the Holy Spirit
upon the assembled disciples on that memorable day was the glorification
of the risen Christ upon the earth. I know not in what way the Father
could have made the glory of heaven so effectually to flow from the
heights of the New Jerusalem and to come streaming down among the
sons of men as by giving that chief of all gifts, the gift of the Holy
Spirit when the Lord had risen and gone into his glory. With emphasis
may I say of the Spirit at Pentecost that he glorified Christ by descending
at such a time. What grander celebration could there have been ?
Heaven rang with hosannahs, and earth echoed the joy. The descending
Spirit is the noblest testimony among men to the glory of the ascended
Redeemer.

‘Was not the Spirit of God also sent at that time as an evidence of our
divine Master’s acceptance? Did not the Father thus say to the church,
“My Son has finished the work, and has fully entered into his glory:
therefore give I you of the Holy Spirit”? If you would know what
a harvest is to come of the sowing of the bloody sweat and of the death
wounds, see the first fruits. Behold how the Holy Spirit is given, him-
self to be the first fruits, the earnest of the glory which shall yet be re-
vealed in us. I want no better attestation from God of the finished
work of Jesus than this blazing, flaming seal of tongues of fire upon the
heads of the disciples. He must have done his work, or such a boon as
this would not have come from it.

Moreover, if you desire to see how the work of the Spirit comes to
us in connection with the work of Christ, recollect that it ds the Spirit’s
work lo bear witness of Jesus Christ. He does not take of a thousand
different matters and show them to us, but he shall take “ of mine,”
saith Christ, “and he shall show them unto you.” The Spirit of
God is engaged in a service in which the Lord Jesus Christ is the
beginning and the end. He comes to men that they may come to Jesus.
Hence he comes to convince us of sin that he may reveal the great
sacrifice of sin: he comes to convince us of righteousness that we may
see the righteousness of Christ; and of judyment that we may be
prepared to meet him when he shall come to judge the quick and dead.
Do not think that the Spirit of God has come or ever will come among
us to teach us a new gospel, or something other than is written in the
Scriptures. Men come to me with their fudges and fancies, and tell
me that they were revealed to them by the Holy Spirit. I abhor their






