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¢ Thou, Israel, art my servant, Jacob whom I have chosen, the seed of Abraham my
friend.”’—Isaiah xli. 8. .
¢ And he was called the Friend of God.””—James ii. 23.

ABrAHAM was called the Friend of God because he was so. The title
only declares a fact. The Father of the faithful was beyond all men
“the Friend of God,” and the head of that chosen race of believers
whom Jesus calls his friends. The name is rightly given. We read
that ¢ whatsoever Adam called every living creature, that was the name
thereof ”’; and much more may we be sure that whatsoever name the Spirit
of God has given to any man, that is his proper and right name.

James says not only that this was Abraham’s name, but that he was
called by it. The name does not occur in his life ag given in the Book
of Genesis, and it has been questioned whether it occurs anywhere else
in Holy Scripture; for many have preferred to translate the word in
Isaiah, and in 2 Chronicles xx. 7, as ““lover,” or “beloved,” rather than
“friend.” However this may be, it is quite certain that among the
Jewish people Abraham was frequently spoken of as “the Friend of
God.” At this present moment, among the Arabs and other Maho-
medans, the name of Abraham is not often mentioned, but they speak of
him as Khalil Allah, or the “Friend of God,” or more briefly as £ Khalil,
“the Friend.” Those tribes which boast of their descent from him
through Ishmael, or through the sons of Keturah, greatly reverence the
patriarch, and are wont to speak of him under the name which the Holy
Spirit here ascribes to him. It is a noble title, not to be equalled by
all the names of greatness which have been bestowed by princes, even if
they should all meet in one. Patents of nobility are mere vanity when
laid side by side with this transcendent hononr.

I think I hear you say,  Yes, it was indeed a high degree to which
Abraham reached : so high that we cannot attain unto it. It would be
idle for us to dream of being accounted friends of God.” My brethren,
I entreat you, think not so. We also may be called friends of God ; and
the object of this morning’s discourse will be to excite in you the desire
to know this matchless friendship. Let me read to you the words of
our li}:essed. Lord in the fifteenth chapter of John: “ Ye are my friends,
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if ye do whatsoever 1 command you. Henceforth I call you not
servants ; for the servant knoweth not what his lord doeth : but I have
called you friends; for all things that I have heard of my Father I have
made known unto you.” It is, then, within reach : Jesus himself invites
us to live and act, and be his friends. Surely, none of us will neglect
any gracious attainment which lies within the region of the possible.
None of us will be content with a scanty measure of grace, when we may
have life more abundantly. I trust you are not so foolish as to say,  If
I may but get to heaven by the skin of my teeth, I shall not care about
what I am on the road.” This would be wicked talk ; and if you speak
thus, I am afraid you will never get to heaven at all. He that is being
prepared for glory is always hungry after the largest measure of grace.
He who is born of God desires his Father’s love while he is yet a child,
and has no idea of waiting for it till he comes of age, and enters upon
his estate. Let me have as much of heaven, even now, as I can have.
Yea, let me now be the friend of God. The other day there landed on
the shores of France a boatful of people sodden with rain and salt-
water ; they had lost all their luggage, and had nothing but what they
stood upright in : they were glad, indeed, to have been saved from a
wreck. It was well that they landed at-all; but when it is my lot
again to cross to France, I trust I shall put my foot on shore in a better
plight than that. I would prefer to cross the Channel in comfort, and
land with pleasure. There is all this difference between being “saved so
as by fire,” and having “an abundant entrance ministered unto us” into
the kingdom. Let us enjoy heaven on the road to heaven. Why not ?
Instead of being fished up as castaways, stranded upon the shores of
mercy, let us take our passage on board the well-appointed Liner of
Free Grace ; let us, if possible, go in the first cabin, enjoying all the
comforts of the way, and having fellowship with the great Captain of
our Salvation. Why should we think it enough to be mere stow-a-
ways ? I would stir you up, dear friends, at this time to aspire after
the best gifts. Grow in grace. Increase in love to God, and in near-
ness of access to him, that the Lord may at this good hour stoop down
to us as our great Friend, and then lift us up to be known as his
friends.

I have many things to say unto you this morning, and, therefore, I
must speak upon each one with great brevity: I am half afraid that I
may be driven to a brevity which will render me a little obscure. I
ask you first to notice the fitle o be wondered at: “ Friend of God.”
When we have meditated and marvelled, I shall then speak to you
under a second head—the fitle vindicaled—it was a fit and proper title
for Abraham, and we can see it to be so. Thirdly, I shall speak of e
litle sought after. May we all win it and wear it! After all this, I
shall conclude with a few words upon the title used for practical purposes.
May the Holy Spirit help me graciously at this hour !

1. First, may we be divinely instracted while we look at the name,
¢ Friend of God,” and regard it as A TITLE TO BE WONDERED AT.

Admire and adore the condescending God who thus speaks of & man
like ourselves, and calls him his friend. The heavens are not pure in
his heart, and he charged his angels with folly, and yet he takes a man
and sets him apart to be his friend. What is man, O Lord, that thou
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art mindful of him ? or the Son of Man, that thou visitest him ? Who
among our sinful race can be worthy of the friendship of Jehovah ?
Only his grace can make it possible for any man to walk with God in
high companionship.

In this case the august Friend displays his pure love, since he has
nothing to gain. Surely God does not need friends. You and I need
friendship: we cannot always lead a self-contained and solitary life;
we are refreshed by the companionship, sympathy and advice of a
like-minded comrade. We are very foolish if we commit ourselves to
a host of acquaintances; but we are wise if we have found a faithful
friend, and know how to make use of him. Friendship is one of the
sweetest joys of life: many spirits might have failed beneath the bitter-
ness of trial if they had not found a friend. No such necessity can
be supposed of the all-sufficient God.

We know bow sweet it is to mingle the current of our life with that
of some choice bosom friend. Can God have a friend? Can he also
find it in his heart to unbosom himself to another? Can the secret
of Jehovah be with a frail creature ? Does the Holy One desire to
commune outside ‘of himself? It cannot be that he is solitary: he is
within himself a whole, not only of unity, but of tri-personality—
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit—and herein is fellowship enough. Yet,
behold, in infinite condescension the Lord deigns to seek the acquaint-
ance of his own creature, the love of a man, the friendship of Abraham.
1 dare not go so far in speech as my thoughts would lead me: it
is certainly a great marvel that the Creator of the heavens and the
earth should look to Ur of the Chaldees for a man, and should separate
him to himself, and tutor and train him till he made him his friend
—an honour which even the cherubim and seraphim have never
reached.

Friendship cannot be all on one side. In this particular instance it
is intended that we should know that while God was Abraham’s friend,
this was not all; but Abraham was God’s friend. He received and
returned the friendship of God. From one point of view Abraham was
always the object of God's pity and mercy; bat by his grace the Lord
lifted him also into another condition, in which he became the object of
the Lord's complacency and delight. God gave Abraham his heart,
and Abraham gave God his heart. They were knit together in love.
To use expressive Scriptural words, the goul of Abraham was bound up
in the bundle of life with the Lord his God. Not only did the Lord
speak to Abraham as he did to Moses, ¢ face to face, as a man speaketh
unto his friend,” but he continually treated him as his friend, and
communed with him as such.

¢ Stupendous grace of the Most High!
What hath the Lord on worms bestow’d,
Call’d to the council of the sky,
And number’d with the friends of God !”

Friendship creates a measure of equality between the persons concerned.
I say not that absolute equality is at all necessary to friendship, for a
great king may have a firm friend in one of the least of his subjects ;
but the tendency is towards an equalizing of the two friends: the one
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comes down gladly, and the other riges up in sympathy. Frie i
begets fellowship, and this bridges over the%ividigg gu]f.y There ggzslhll)g
no idea of equality between God the Lord, and man the servant:
indeed, it is only as we see our true relation as servants that we can be
friends. Did not Jesus say, “ Ye are my friends, if ye do whatsoever I
command you”? We must keep our place, or we shall not be friends.
Yet see how the Lord comes down to Abraham, and communes with
him at his table; while he lifts up Abraham to his own state, so that he
sees the things of God, yea, even sees with gladness the day of our
Lord Jesus Christ. When we say of two men that they are friends, we
put them down in the same list; but what condescension on the Lord’s
part to be on terms of friendship with a man! Again I say, no nobility
18 comparable to this. Parmenio was a great general, but all his fame
in that direction isforgotten in the fact that he was known as the
friend of Alexander. He had a great love for Alexander asa man,
whereas others only cared for him as a conqueror and a monarch; and
Alexander, perceiving this, placed great reliance upon Parmenio.
Abraham loved God for God’s sake, and followed him fully, and so
the Lord made him his confidant, and found pleasure in manifesting
himself to him, and in trusting to him his sacred oracles. O Lord, how
excellent ig thy lovingkindness, that thou shouldest make a man thy
friend !

I want you also to note fke singular excellence of Abraham. How could
he have been God’s friend had not grace wrought wonderfally in him ?
A man is known through his friends: you cannot help judging a
person by his companions. Was it not a great venture for God to call
any man his friend ? for we are led to judge the character of God by the
character of the man whom he selects to be his friend. Yes; and,
though a man with like passions with us, and subject to weaknesses which
the Holy Spirit has not hesitated to record, yet Abraham was a singularly
admirable charvacter. The Spirit of God produced in him a deep sincerity,
a firm principle, and a noble bearing. Although a plain man, dwelling
in tents, the Father of the Faithful is always a right royal personage.
A calm dignity surrounds him, and the sons of Heth and the kings of
Egypt feel its power. His character is well balanced. He is what is
commonly called an all-round man. He walks before God, and is
perfect in his generation, so that God is not ashamed to be called his
God. I might almost say of Abraham’s general life that, like the Lord,
he was light, and in him was no darkness at all; of course I only use
the expression in the sense intended by our Saviour, when he spoke of
the whole body being fall of light, ‘“having no part dark.” (Luke xi. 86.)
Father Abraham is a man fit to be the head of the believing family. His
quiet son Isaac is like a valley, above which his father rises like an Alp,
in the greater strength of his character. He is equally saperior to his
notable grandson Jacob, great personality as Jacob is. There is a fass,
and worry, and worldly craft about Jacob, which somewhat beclouds
his undoubtedly great faith; but this you do not see in Abraham : he
moves majestically along his course, shining like the sun in mid-beaven,
before whom even clouds are made into chariots of glary. I say not
that Abraham was worthy to be called the Friend of God in the sense
of merit; but I do say that the grace of God had made him reet to be






