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“They overcame Kim by the blood of the Lamb, and by the word of their testi-
mony; and they loved not their lives unto the death.”—Revelation xii. 11.

IT is not my main object at this time to expound the chapter before
us. I scarcely consider myself qualified to explain any part of the
Book of Revelation, and none of the expositions I have ever scen entice
me to attempt the task, for they are mostly occupied with a refutation
of all the interpretations which have gone before, and each one seems
to be very successful indeed in proving that all the rest know nothing
at all about the matter. The sum total of substantial instruction
in nearly all the comments upon the Revelation amounts to this, that
our heavenly Father has said in his word some mysterious things
which few of his childzen can yet comprehend. This is just what we
might have expected when the infinite God speaks to finite men, and it
is no doubt intended to humble us and draw forth our reverent adora-
tion. Happily there is a blessing to those who read and hear and
leep the words of his prophecy, for had that blessing been confined to
those who understand it, few would have obtained the benediction.
The Revelation is a most blessed book, but its unfolding has yet to be
accomplished. If you refer to the expositors you will find that they
discover in this passage the dragon-ensign of pagan Rome, and its
removal from its position by Constantine, who set up the cross in its
stead. I donot believe the Lord took any more interest in Constantine
than in any other sinmer, and it secems to me little short of blas-
phemous to say that he was the man-child who was to rule all nations
with a rod of iron, and was canght up unto God and to his throne.
His adoption of Christianity as the state religion was mot a thing
for glorified spirits to rejoice in, but a dreadful calamity, fitted
only to make sport for Pandemonium. No one ever did the church a
worse turn than he who first joined her to the state. The act was
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a piece of state policy and kingeraft and no more, a business utterly
unworthy of record by an inspired pen.

It would be unprofitable to follow great interpreters through the
history of the Roman empire, all of which they find in the visions of
John : such an exercise would be more suitable to another day, and
would rather comec under the head of history than theology. I
can only give you what it occurs to me that you and I would have
understood by the vision if it had been granted to us. It docs not
appear to me to be a portion of a consccutive revelation, but a sort
of summary of the visions which follow it, and in some respects a pre-
face to them. Remecmber that it ig a vision, and is not to be inter-
preted in cold blood word by word, or read as if its coherence and con-
nection would always be apparent. In this chapter we may sce, as in
a panorama, the entire conflict between the principles of good and evil,
between God and Satan. We have before us the old original quarrel
between the woman and the serpent with which the inspired volume
commences, and a clear development of the first promise, “ I will put
enmity between thee and the woman, between thy seed and her seed.”

Woman in her innocence was attacked by “that old serpent, cailed
the devil, and Satan,” and she readily enough fell a prey to his decep-
tions, to the utter ruin of our race. At the end of that first crafty assault
and speedy victory the dragon met with his rebuff in words like these
““The seed of the woman shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise his
heel”’; a promise which declared that, though the woman’ssecd must
suffer greatly at Satan’s hand in consequence of sin, yet he would con-
quer in the end, and destroy the power of evil. In the Revelation the
scene is changed from Eden to the heavens, and there before you stand
again the woman and the serpent, in the same position of antagonism
as before, the serpent still the assailant, only this time more openly
g0. Observe how both woman and serpent have developed ; the one
has become a queen bedecked with celestial splendour, and the other a
python with tail so vast that he threatens to obliterate the stars with
every sweep of it. The woman is no longer a simple, childlike person-
age, but a wonder ; she walks not among the trees and the flowers, but
amid the orbs of heaven. She is clothed with the sun, the moon is
under her feet, and upon her head is a coronet of twelve stars. In
her you see the great cause of truth and righteousness embodied—
she is, in fact, the church of God in all ages, the woman whose
seed blesses all the nations of the earth. The glorious cause of holi-
ness and God, incarnated in the church, is clothed with the splendour
of light, and truth, and majesty. We will not stay to explain the details
of the gorgeous imagery, for in such a matter it is almost frivolity to
go into detail. The church has her greater and her lesser lights:
she is covered with the underived splendour of indwelling Deity, and
her walk is bright with the reflected glory of holiness, while her crown
of joy is found In her complete ministry as represented by the apostolic
twelve. She is fair as the moon, clear as the sun, and terrible as an
army with banners. Behold, then, the typical woman, and see how
glorious is the cause of truth and holiness. .

In the vision the queenly woman is about to bring forth the promised
seed ; she cries in her anguish, “travailing in birth, and pained to
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be delivered.” This, of course, may represent the church crying day
and night unto God in times gone by for the coming of the promised
deliverer—a cry which increased in intensity and agony of desire as
the time drew on; but it may also depict the constant condition of a
true church, always travailing in birth till Christ be formed in the
hearts of men, till the man-child, namely Christ mystical, be born here
below, till the Christ be so brought forth among the sons of men that he
and all those who by grace are enabled to overcome the wicked one,
shall rule the nations with a rod of iron. (Rev. ii. 26, 27.)

You sce, then, in vision the woman, the church, and before her stands
another wonder—the serpent mightily developed. e is called a great
red dragon: huge in bulk and terrible in appearance is this emblem
of evil, and he is clothed with the horrible splendour peculiar to
himself—the splendour of deadly hateand imperious rebellion. Bright
and burning, like flames of fire, the huge serpent is terrible to gaze upon.
The python is red with wrath, and encrimsoned with persecuting malice.
Red is the colour of Edom, the adversary of the Lord, and of his Israel,
and it is still the chosen colour of the monstrous power of antichrist,
which holds its court at Rome. What is the last of its evil gifts to our
own country but a red hat for its arch-priest ? This great red dragon
is full of craft, for it has seven heads. One Satanic head were enough,
but our great enemy possesses an almost perfect ingenuity of wicked-
ness, he uses a wisdom all but infinite to effect the overthrow of the
church of God and the destruction of Christ and the rest of the heaven-
born seed among men! These seven heads are supplemented by ten
horns, the emblewms of power, for the prince of the power of the air is by
no means weak ; he has, in faet, more power than wisdom, having but
seven heads to ten horns, and yet since according to the order of nature
each head should have two horns, we may also say that he has not
power enough to execute all that his wicked cunning enables him
to invent. By the power wielded by the dragon, he leads men to rebel
against the law of the Lord, and induces them to persecute the church.
The power of evil is great in all lands, and as opposed to a defenceless
woman in a sorrowful condition, it seems quite impossible that she
should stand against it. The heads are also crowned, for Satan sways
with more than regal power the minds of men; he is the god of this
world, it lieth in the wicked one. He delights to display that power,
and trusts much to outward pomp, therefore he wears seven crowns
upon his seven heads, as if one diadem were not sufficient to denote
his kingship. His enormous energy is also set forth by his lashing
the skies in his fury and tearing down a third part of the stars—it is
evermore his ambition to deepen darkness and destroy light, and
terribly successful has he been in this his choicest pastime.

See, then, before you the woman in her brightness and loveliness
and the dragon in his rage and power. The dragon is watching for
the expected birth, he is eager to devour the man-child as soon as it is
born,—the ideal man, the offspring of the divine life he longs to
destroy. It was so when our Lord Jesus was born ; Satan stirred up
Herod to seek the young child, and hence the massacre of the innocents.
But the dragon was foiled, Jesus lived till his hour was come, and
then he was caught up unto God, and to his throne. Thus also Satan
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strove to devour the new-born sced, when the converts to Christ were
few, and his mystical body upon carth was like unto that of a little
child.  He persecuted the man-child when first the gospel was preached ;
but the more his servants persecuted the saints, the more they multi-
plicd. The method followed by Pharaoh in Egypt was a crafty one
but it did not and could not succecd. Persecution always fails. ’

To-day, brethren, the man-child, even our Lord Jesus, is caught up
unto Giod and sits upon his throne ; and in part also the mystical body
of Christ is there also, far beyond the reach of the dragon. Jesus
reigns with his saints in a region in which there is no more place for
the dragon, a domain from which he is for ever cast out into the earth.
All the power which Satan ever had in heavenly things is now ended
by the finished work of our ascended Lord.

¢ Bruised is the serpent’s head,
Hell is vanquish’d, death is dead,
And to Christ gone up on high
Captive is captivity.”

By rcason of our sin and his own power over death, Satan shut heaven
against us, but now the battle in the higher regions between the dragon
and the woman’s seed is over, and we are in the heavenly places, and
Satan banished for ever. There is no condemnation unto us any more,
nor o foot for the cvil one to stand upon, now that we are in Christ.
‘When we read here *“ heaven,” do not understand by it the place of the
blessed, where God dwelleth, but the spiritual region, the realm of
spiritual things. The first fight between truth and error lies in purely
spiritual matters, in those heavenly places into which Christ has lifted
up his church, it is a wrestling between good and evil spirits and not
a contention with flesh and blood. We find angels first entering into
this strife.  We know but little about it, but it would scem ‘that the
great dragon of evil has made war with angels as well as with men.
Milton sang of those angelic conflicts in majestic verse, but Milton was
not inspired to speak infallibly, and we must take heed notto confound
poets with prophets. It is clear that good and evil spirits are at
necessary variance one with another, and it is also clear that in ages
gone by Satan tempted the angelic band, and those angels which kept
the first estate were victorious over him once for all ; they rejected his
sinful solicitations, and now he has no more power over them. Never
again can he tempt them, they shall stand fast for ever, confirmed in
their blessed estate. Michael and his angels have defeated the devil
and his angels in one decisive battle, and by remaining true to their
allegiance have chased away from angelic realms the invading power
of evil.

Dwelling in the spirit realms there are others besides angels, our
brethren who have left the body, the saints of ancient times, and the
faithful of the early church ; these also dwell in a region out of which
Satan is expelled, he cannot molest them any more. The text bids us
hear the glorified chanting the song of victory over Satan, for ever
cast down from the realms of the blessed never again to enter into the
spiritual domain to vex them. “ And I heard a loud voice saying in
heaven, Now is come salvation, and strength, and the kingdom of God,
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and the power of his Christ : for the accuser of our brethren is cast
down, which accused them before our God day and night.” To the
singers of this song I want to call your attention, and mainly to one
point concerning them. They have conquered Satan ; I want you
to observe this, and to note the weapons by which they overcame.

Leaving all the rest, we will pay our attention to the victors and the
weapons by which they won the day. First, we shall notice that #he
blessed ones before the throne were all warriors and viclors ; secondly,
they all fought with the same weapons ; and thirdly, they all fouyht in
the same spirit.

I. First, ALL THE BLESSED ONES WIIO ARE REJOICING IN HEAVEN
WERE ONCE WARRIORS AXND VICTORS HERE BELOW. It is a very
simple truth to mention, but we need to be reminded of it.

“Once they were mourning here below,
And wet their couch with tears;
They wrestled hard, as we do now,
With sins and doubts and fears.”

We too often think of the saints that have gone before as if they were
men of another race from oursclves, capable of nobler things, endowed
with graces which we cannot reach, and adorned with holiness impos-
sible to us. The medieeval artists were wont to paint the saints with
rings of glory about their heads, but indeed they had no such halos ;
their brows were furrowed with carc even as ours, and their hair grew
grey with grief. Their light was within, and we may have it ; their
glory was by grace, and the same grace is available for us. They were
men of like passions with ourselves, * our brethren,” though a little clder
born. It is clear from our text that every one of the saints in heaven
was ossailed by Satan. How could there be a victory without a battle ?
They were all attacked by one or other of the dragon’s heads and horns.
When you suffer from a fearful temptation which almost staggers you,
count it no strange thing ; be not dismayed as though a new tempta-
tion had befallen you. 'That fiery dart had been aimed at other men’s
hearts before it was caught upon your shield. If the insinuation
should happen to be profane and blasphemous to a very high degree,
so that you condemn yourself and say, ¢ No other human mind could
ever have been defiled with so foul a suggestion as this,” do not
despond, for such suggestions have been injected into the minds of the
purest, even as the worst of thieves may seek to enter the house of the
most honest man in the city. Even to those who at this moment are
without fault before the throne of God it happened while here below
that horrible temptations assailed them. Satan always has been since
his fall a tempter of the worst order, and ever since he first be-
guiled our mother Eve he has gone on to ensnare men’s souls with the
same craft, the same cruclty, the same falsehood, the same impiety
against the Lord. It will help you if you reflect that you are not
alone, and the pathway which you follow was trodden by the most
honoured of the elect of God. Paul, who won provinces for Christ,
nevertheless had his messengers of Satan to buffet him, and had to
stand against doubts and fears insinuated by the old serpent, even as
you must stand. If you could have examined the celestial victors one






