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¢ Be ye therefore followers of God, as dear children.”—Ephesiang v. 1.

WE shall read the text as it should more properly be translated: ¢ Be
ye therefore imitators of God, as beloved children.” Upon the word
emitale our discourse will hinge.

The division into chapters is often most unfortunate, and in this case
it canses a break in a passage which in its sense is one and indivisible.
The apostle had said, “ Be ye kind one to another, tenderhearted, for-
giving one another, even as God for Christ’s sake hath forgiven you.
Be ye therefore imitators of God, as dear children.” He has forgiven
you, therefore imitate him. It is a pity to have divided the argument
from the conclusion.

Here, while your minds are fresh, let me remind you that this is
Hospital Sunday, and let me add that my text is an argument, and a
powerful one, for helping those houses of mercy. Your Lord would
have you kind one to another and tenderhearted; but how can we be
kind and tenderhearted if the sick poor are not cared for? When all
the machinery and all the medical skill are waiting to relieve the
suffering poor, it is a crying shame that beds in hospitals should be
unused because of want of funds ; yet this is sadly the case, and several
of those grand institutions are running into debt. We may ourselves
have no_surgical skill, or nursing art, but we can each give of our
substance to aid those whose lives are consccrated to the Christ-like
work of healing. 'We cannot be kind and tenderhearted unless we give
according to our ability to such noble institutions as our hospitals.
Preachers generally put the application at the end of a discourse, but
on these warm days you are apt to grow tired, and therefore I put the
application at the beginning, that you may not give faintly and scantily
when the sermon is over. All sorts of religionists are contributing to
the common fund, and we must not be lacking. When the box comes
round, “be ye imitators of God, as dear children,” in the largeness of
your liberality and the freeness of your gifts.

The apostle urges us to give and forgive. If ye be imitators of God,
give, for he is always giving. Give, forif he were not to give, our lives
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would end; give, for he giveth unto all men liberally and uphraideth
not, and every good gift and every perfect gift is from above. Be ye
imitators of (God, the constant, generous Giver, who spared not his own
Son. Thanks be to his name for that unspeakable gift! Then comes that.
which to most men is a harder task, but which to a Christian man is a
delight—I mean to forgive. God for Christ’s sake hath forgiven us; he
has blotted out our transgressions like a cloud, and cast our sins into the
depth of the sea, plunging them into oblivion ; therefore, let us forgive
most freely all that have done us wrong, so that when we bow our knee
we may say without hypocrisy, ¢ Forgive us our trespasses as we forgive
them that trespass against us.” Let giving and forgiving be two Ero-
minent features of our lives as Christians—giving to the needy and for-
giving the guilty; giving to such as ask of us, and forgiving such as.
offend us. By these two things let us show that we walk in love as Christ
also hath loved us. He has given himself for us, and through his pre-
cious blood we are forgiven our iniquities ; let us, therefore, blend giving
and forgiving into one God-like life, imitating our God. This is our
RFather's commandment, let it be our delight.

I. With this as a preface, let us now come closely to the text, and
let us CONSIDER THE PRECEPT here laid down— Be ye imitators of God,
as dear children.”

I note upon this precept, first, that ¢ calls us fo practical duty.
Many precepts of the word of God are thought by men of the world to
be unpractical, but even in those instances they are in error, for the
result and outcome of such precepts produces the practical holiness which
all profess to desire. In this instance there can be no cavil at the too
spiritual, sentimental, or speculative character of the text ; there can be
no question as to the eminently practical character of the exhortation
—« Be ye imitators of God, as dear children,” for it points to action,
continued action of the best kind. “ Be ye imitators "—that is, do not
only meditate upon God and think that you have done enough, but go
on to copy what you study. Meditation is a happy, holy, profitable
engagerient, and it will iustruet you, strengthen you, comfort you, inspire
your heart, and make your soul steadfast; but you may not stop at
meditation, you must go on to imitation of the character of God. Let
your spiritual life not only bud and blossom in devout thought, but
let it bring forth frait in holy act. Be not satisfied with feeding the
soul by meditation, but rise up from the banquet and use the strength
which you have gained. Sitting at the feet of Jesus must be succeeded
by following in the footsteps of Jesus. )

Neither does the text say to us, “ Be ye admirers of God.” This we
ought to be, and shall be if we are true Christians. The pure in heart
who alone can truly see God are filled with a reverent admiration of
him. With the angels, every gracious heart exclaims, « Holy, hol;:;
holy, Lord God of hosts.” ~ “There is mone holy as the Lord
(Sam. ii. 2). When the best of men are compared with the Lord their
holiness is not to be mentioned. *Who is like unto thee, O God, glorious
in holiness ?” But we cannot rest satisfied with rendering such admira-
tion: we must prove that we do really admire by closely copying. ”l‘he
world’s proverb is that ““imitation is"the sincerest form of flattery ™ I
shall alter it, and adapt it to a higher use. TImitation of God is the
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gincerest form of admiring him; neither can we believe that you know
God, and are at all charmed with his holiness, unless you endeavour, as
he shall help you, to imitate him as dear children.

Neither does the text even stay at adoration, though that is a sub-
lime height. Adoration springs out of meditation and admiration, and
is a very high and noble exercise of the mind. Perhaps we rise to the
highest possible service of God on earth when we are adoring him: this
is the engagement of saints and angels before his throne, and never are
we nearer heaven than when we follow the same occupation here below.
Beloved, let your whole lives be adoration. Not only on Sabbaths,
and at certain hours, and in your assemblies, but everywhere adore by
good works—a manner of worship which is as real and acceptable as
the most reverent public service. Remember that “to obey is belter
than sacrifice,”—holy living outshines all other solemnities. To love is
to adore ; to obey is to praise ; to act is to worship. If ye are imitators
of God as dear children your adoration will be proved to be sincere.
Worship unattended by imitation is feigned ; true adoration dwelleth
not in words only, but as it comes from the heart so it affects the entire
nature and shows itself in the daily behaviour. Let us spread our
adoration over all the day, till from the moment when we open our eyes
till we close them again at night, we shall be practically worshipping the
Lord by reverencing his law, delighting in his commandments, and
imitating his character. It is clear that the precept beforc us is emi-
nently practical. You who boast in being such practical men give heed
to this!

Next, this precept treals us as children, treats us as what we are; and
if we are lowly in heart we shall be thankful that it is worded as it is.
Some men are very high and mighty; measured by their own rod they
are great men, and hence they must be original, and strike out a path
for themselves. You are not commanded to do anything of the kind : the
path is laid down for you—* Be ye imitators.” Thisis a similar doctrine
to that which we teach to boys at school. You, my boy, are not to invent
asystem of writing ; yours is a much easier task, keep to your copy, imitate
every letter, ay, every turn and twist of your master’s hand. Scholars
can only learn by imitation, and we are all scholars. It may be something
to aspire to be the head of a school of painting ; but the first thing for
the young artist to do is to copy. He who cannot copy cannot
originate ; depend upon that. I have heard great outcries about young
preachers imitating, but I would suggest that, in their early efforts, this
is not blameworthy. What more natural than that Timothy should
at first be much influcnced by Paul’s manner of speech? How could a
man become an artist if he did not attach himself to some school of
painting, and sit under a certain master ? He may be of the French
school, or the Italian school, or the Flemish school, but he must begin
as a follower even if he grows up to be a leader. When he has been
well trained, and has done much work, he may outgrow his master and
become an original, but he must begin as a careful copyist. Here you
are invited to become imitators ; but the Master is such an one that you
will never be able to learn all that he can teach, and so strike out a
better path. Though you be immortal, yet throughout eternity you
will never advance beyond your model; for it is written, “ Be ye
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imitators of God.”  Listen to me, ye aspiring minds: if ye must needs
be original, the most wonderful originality in this world would be for a
man’s character to be a precise copy of the character of God: in him
there wonld be novelty indeed, for he would be like him whose name is
is called “ Wonderful.” When our Lord-Jesus exhibited on earth the
character of God, his life was so original that the world knew him not ;
they were puzzled and amazed at the sight of One who was so like unto
the Father. His life struck men as being the most singular thing they
had ever seen; and if we are close copyists of God our characters wiil
also stand out in relief, and we shall each one be “a wonder unto
many.” You see it is a humbling exhortation which only men of child-
like spirit are likely to regard. Wisely does the Scripture address it
only to such—* Be ye therefore imitators of God, as dear children”: if
you are not his children you cannot imitate him, and you will not even
desire to do so.

Observe next, that while it thus humbles us, this precept ennobles us ;
for what a grand thing it is to be imitators of God! It is an honour to
be the lowliest follower of such a leader. Time has been when men
cloried in studying Homer, and their lives were trained to heroism by
his martial verse. Alexander carried the Iliad about with him in a
casket studded with jewels, and his military life greatly sprung out of
his imitation of the warriors of Greece and Troy. Ours is a nobler
ambition by far than that which delights in battles; we desire to
imitate the God of peace, whose name is love. In after ages, when
men began to be a less savage race, and contests of thought were carried
on by the more educated class of minds, thousands of men gloried in
being disciples of the mighty Stagyrite, the renowned Arisfotle. He
reigned supreme over the thought of men for centuries, and students
slavishly followed him till a greater arose, and set free the human mind
by a more true philosophy. To this day, however, our cultured men
remain copyists, and you can see a fashion in philosophy as well as in
clothes. Some of these imitations are so childish as to be deplorable.
It is no honour to imitate a poor example. But, oh, beloved, he who
secks to imitate his God has a noble enterprise before him : he shall rise
as on eagle’s wings. We are copying infinite goodness; we seck after
moral perfection. We are to be “ blameless and harmless, the sons of
God without rebuke” ; but as God is infinitely more than that, so are we
to rise above mere innocence into actual holiness. To refrain from evil
is not enough, we must be filled with all goodness by the Spirit of God.
Is not this a mark worth aiming at? Judge ye what that grace must
be which is to raise us to this height! O angels, what happier task
could be laid before yow? What higher ambition can you know ?
God’s only-begotten Son, who is this day Lord of all, weareth his
Father's image in his glory, even as on earth he was such a copy of God
that he could truly say, “he that hath seen me hath seen the Father.”
«T do always,” said he, “ the things that pleasc him.” The perfect Son
of God is as his Father in holiness. You see your calling, brethren ; to
a high place in the rank of intelligences you are bidden to ascend by
God himself. In this respect take your scats in the highest room.
Tmitate, but note well that ye do not select an imperfect example: Bo
ye imitators of God, as dear children.”
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While it ennobles us, this precept tests us—tests us in many points.
“ Be ye imitators of God;” this tests our knowledge. A man cannot
imitate that which he has never seen. He who does not know God
cannot possibly imitate him. Do you know God, my hearer? Harve
you turned unto him with repentance ? Have you ever spoken with him
in prayer? Have you had fellowship with him in Christ? Can you
say, “1 have set the Lord always before me”? You cannot possibly
follow a copy except you fix your eye upon that copy, and have some
intelligent knowledge of what it is.  'We must have a spiritual idea of
God or we cannot imitate him; hence the need of the Holy Ghost.
How can we know the Lord unless the Spirit reveal him in us?

What is more, this precept tests our love. If we love God, love will
constrain us to imitate him; bat we shall not do so from any other
force. We readily grow somewhat like that which we love. In married
life persons who have truly loved, though they may begin with great
dissimilarity, will gradually be conformed to one another in the process
of yeawrs. Likeness is the natural product of love; and so if we love
God truly we shall by very force of that love through his blessed Spirit
grow more and more like unto him. If we do not love the Lord we
shall not follow him, but if we truly love him we shall cry with David,
* My soul followeth hard after thee; thy right hand upholdeth me.”

Our text does even more than this: it tests our sincerity. If a man
is not really a Christian he will take no care about his life ; but in the
matter of close copying a man must be careful ; a watchful care is implied
in the idea of imitation. You cannot copy a document without being
intent to read and mark each word. If I sit down to write an article
eut of my own mind, I have nothing to do but to make my own track,
and there is my work, such as it is: but if I have to copy from a book,
then I must needs look to each line,and I must read it over attentively,
for otherwise I may misrepresent the writer whose langnage I transcribe.
In copying from nature how careful the artist has to be at every touch,
or he will fail in his picture, If a sculptor is producing a replica of an
ancient statue, he must keep his eyes open and follow every line and
mark. My friend, you cannot imitate God if you are one of that sort of
Christians who are habitually in a condition between sleeping and waking,
with oneeye a little open and the other closed. Such men live a slovenly
life, and attempt a sort of happy-go-lucky veligion, which may be right or
which may be wrong, but its character they cannot tell, for they run witi:
their neighbours, and never examine for themselves. Such people live
at random, and never take a day’s life at night and examine it to see
its faults ; thus sin grows upon them like weeds in a sluggard’s garden.
Such persons, playing at hit or miss with holiness, are sure to come short
ofit ; but he that is in earnest will give his prayerful thought and anxious
desire to it, that he may become in very deed a successful imitator of
God. He will also call in the aid of the Holy Spirit, and thus be led
into holiness.

Moreover, the precept tests us as to our spirit whether it be of the
law or of the gospel. “Be ye imitators of God, as dear children” :
not as slaves might imitate their master—unwillingly, dreading the
crack of his whip; but loving, willing imitators, such as children are.
You do not urge your children to imitate you; they do this even in






