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‘Nevertheless when the Son of man cometh, shall he find faith on the earth ??’—
uke xviii. 8.
I is absolutely certain that God will hear the prayers of his people.
From beneath the altar souls cry unto him day and night to vindicate
the cause of Christ, the cause of truth and righteousness, and to cast
down his adversary : these shall be answered speedily. Here on earth,
scant though the supplication may be, yet there is a remnant according
to the election of grace, who cease not to importune the Almighty God
to make bare his arm, and display the majesty of his Word. Though
for wise and gracious purposes the answer to those prayers may be
delayed, yet it is absolutely certain. Shall not God avenge his own
elect, which cry day and night unto him, though he keep their case
long in hand ? Assuredly he will ; for those prayers are inspired by
the Spirit, who knows the mind of God ; they are for the glory of God
and of his Christ, and they are presented by our great High Priest.
Longsuffering keeps back the advent and the judgment for a while; for
the Lord is not willing that any should perish, but that all should come
to repentance ; but he will not for ever delay the long-expected end.
The Lord Jesus himself gives us this personal assurance, “I tell you
that he will avenge them speedily.” No doubt remains when Jesus
says, “I tell you.” The Lord will come, and, according to his own
reckoning, he will come quickly. His reckoning is according to the
chronology of heaven, and this the heirs of heaven ought gladly to
accept : it is meet that we keep celestial time even now.

Brethren, let not your hearts fail you as to the ultimate issue of the
present conflict. “The Lord shall reign for ever and ever. Halle-
lujah.” The idols he shall utterly abolish. Antichrist shall be over-
thrown ; like a millstone cast into the sea, it shall fall and be no more.
The heathen shall be our Lord’s inheritance, and the uttermost parts of
the earth shall be his possession. He must reign until all enemies
shall be put under his feet. If the present contest should be con-
tinued century after century, be not weary. It is only long to your
impatience ; it is a short work unto God.  So grand a volume of the
book Nas this, which contains the history of redemption, may well
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require a long time for its unrolling, and to such poor readers as we
are the spelling of it out word by word may seem an endless task ;
but we shall yet come to its close, and then we shall find that. like
the Book of Psalms, it ends in hallelujahs.

The matter to be questioned is not what God will do, but what men
will do. Faithfulness is established in the very heavens: but what of
faithfulness upon the earth ? The part that God allots to us is that
we believe his word, for so shall we be established: it is the child’s part
to trust his father, it is the disciple’s part to accept the teaching of " his
Master. Alas! how little there is of it at this moment! Knowing
the feebleness of the faith of those around him, and foreseeing that
future generations would partake of the same folly, the Saviour gave
utterance to this memorable question, “ When the Son of man cometh,
shall he find faith on the earth ?”’ God is faithful ; but are men faith-
ful? God is true ; but do we believe him ? This is the point: and it
ilsupon this that I shall speak this morning as the Holy Ghost shall

elp me.

I. I notice with regard to our text, first, that IT IS REMARKABLE IF
WE CONSIDER THE PERSON NENTIONED AS SEARCHING FOR FAITH:
“When the Son of man cometh, shall he find faith on the earth ?”

When Jesus comes he will look for precious faith. He has more regard
for faith than for all else that earth can yield him. Our returning
Lord will care nothing for the treasures of the rich or the honours of the
great. He will not look for the abilities we have manifested, nor the
influence we have acquired ; but he will look for our faith. It is his
glory that he is ¢ believed on in the world,” and to that he will have
respect. This is the jewel for which he is searching. This heavenly
merchantman counts faith to be the pearl of great price—faith is
precious to Jesus as well as to us. The last day will be occupied with a
great scrutiny, and that scrutiny will be made upon the essential point—
where is there faith, and where is there no faith ? He that believeth is
gaved ; he that believeth not is condemued. A search-warrant will be
igsued for our houses and our hearts, and the enquiry will be : Where
i your faith? Did you honour Christ by trusting his word and his
blood, or did you not? Did you glorify God by believing his revelation
and depending upon his promise, or did you not? The fact that our
Lord, at his coming, will seek for faith should cause us to think very
highly of faith. It is no mere act of the intellect ; it is a grace of the
Holy Spirit which brings glory to God and produces obedience in the
heart. Jesus looks for 1t because he is the proper object of it, and it is
by means of it that his great end in his first advent is carried out.
Dear hearers, conceive for a minute that our Saviour is searching for faith
now. “ His eyes behold, his eyelids try, the children of men.” This
is the gold he seeks after amid the quartz of our humanity. This is
the object of his royal quest—Dost thou believe in the Lord Jesus
Christ ?” .

‘When our Lord comes and looks for faith, Ae will do so in his most
sympathetic character. Our text saith not, When the Son of God comet;h,;
but “ When the Son of man cometh, will he find faith on the earth?
Tt is peculiarly as the Son of man that Jesus will sit as a refiner,
to discover whether we have true faith or not. He also as the Son of
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man displayed faith in God. In the Epistle to the Hebrews it is
mentioned as one of the points in which he is made like unto his
brethren, that he said, “I will put my trust in him.” The life of Jesus
was a life of faith—faith which cried, “ My God, my God,” even when
he was forsaken. His was, on a grander scale than ours, the battle of
faith in the great Father, waged against all the rebellions influences
which were in array against him. He knows what fierce temptations
men experience, for he has felt the same. He knows how want tries the
faithful, and what faith is needed to be able to say, ¢ Man shall not live
by bread alone, but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of
God shall man live.” He knows how elevation tests the soul; for he
once stood on the pinnacle of the temple, and heard the infernal whisper,
“Cast thyself down: for he shall give his angels charge over thee.”
He knows what faith means in contradistinction to a false confidence
which misreads the promise, and forgets the precept altogether. He
will not err in judgment, and accept brass for gold. He knows what it
is to be tempted with the proffer of honour and gain: ¢ All these things
will T give thee,” said the fiend, ©* if thou wilt fall down and worship
me.” He knows how faith puts all the glory of the world away with
its one brave and prompt utterance, “ Get thee hence, Satan: for it is
written, Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God, and him only shalt thou
serve.” Beloved, when Jesus comes ag the Son of man he will recog-
nize our weaknesses, he will remember our trials; he will know the
struggle of our hearts, and the sorrow which an honest faith has cost
us. He is best qualified to put the true price upon tried faith, self-
denying faith, long-enduring faith. He will discern between the men
who presume and the men who believe; the men who dote upon
vaix:i delusions, and those who follow the plain path of God’s own
word.

Further, I would have you note well that ks Son of man is the most
Uikely person to discover faith if it is to be found. Not a grain of faith
exists in all the world except that which he has himself created. If
thou hast faith, my brother, the Lord has dealt with thee; this is the
mark of his hand upon thee. By faith he has brought thee out of thy
death in sin, and the natural darkness of thy mind. ¢ Thy faith hath
saved thee,” for it is the candlestick which holds the candle by which
the chamber of thy heart is enlightened. Thy God and Saviour has
put this faith in thee. Now, if faith in every instance is our Lord’s
gift, he knows where he has given it. If it is the work of God, he knows
where he has produced it ; for he never forsakes the work of his own
hands. If that faith be only as a grain of mustard seed, and if it be
hidden away in the obscurest corner of the earth, yet the loving Jesus
spies it out, for he has an intimate concern in it, since he is its author
and finisher. Our Lord is also the sustainer of faith ; for faith is never
independent of him upon whom it relies. The greatest believer would
not believe for another moment unless grace were constantly given him
to keep the flame of faith burning. Beloved friend, if thon hast had
any experience of the inner life at all, thou knowest that he that first
made thee live, must keep thee alive, or else thou wilt go back to thy
natural death. Since faith from day to day feeds at the table of Jesus,
then %e knows where it is. It is well for us that we have one looking
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for faith who, on account of his having created and sustained it{ will
be at no loss to discern it.

Besides, faith always looks to Christ. There is no faith in the world
worth having, but what looks to him, and through him to God, for
everything. On the other hand, Christ always looks to faith ; there
never yet was an eye of faith but what it met the eye of Christ. He
delights in faith : it is his joy to be trusted : it is a great part of the
reward of his death that the sons of men should come and shelter in
him. If faith looks to Christ, and Christ looks to faith, he is sure
to find it out when he comes, and that makes the text so very striking :
‘“ When the Son of man cometh, shall %e find faith on the earth ?

The Son of man will give a wise and generous judgment in the matter.
Some brethren judge so harshly that they would tread out the sparks
of faith ; but it is never so with our gracious Lord ; he does not quench
the smoking flax, nor despise the most trembling faith. The question
becomes most emphatic when it i3 put thus. The tender and gentle
Saviour, who never judges too severely, when he comes, shall even he
find faith on the earth ? What a sad and humbling question it is?
He who is no morose critic but a kind interpreter of character, he who
makes great allowances for feebleness, he that carrieth the lambs of
faith in his bosom and gently leads the weak ones—when even he shall
come to make a kindly search, will he be able to find faith on the earth?
Unbelief is rampant indeed, when he who is omniscient can scarce
find a grain of faith amid the mass of doubt and denial! Ah me! that
ever I should have to explain the question, “ When the Son of man
cometh, shall he find faith on the earth ?

Ouce more : I want to put this question into a striking light by
dwelling on ke time of the scruting. “ When the Son of man cometh,
shall he find faith on the earth ?” Look ye, brethren, the ages are accu-
mulating proofs of the trath of Christianity, and the search takes place
when this process has reached its climax. Whatever may be said about
the present torrent of doubt, which no doubt is exceedingly strong, yet
the reason for doubt grows weaker and weaker every year. Kvery
mound of earth in the East contributes a fresh testimony to the
accuracy of the Word of God. Stones are crying out against the
incredulity of sceptics. Moreover, all the experiences of all the saints,
year after year, are swelling the stream of testimony to the faithfalness
of God. You that are growing grey in his service know how every
year confirms your confidence in the eternal verities of your God and
Saviour. I know not how long this dispensation of longsuffering will
last ; but certainly the longer it continues the more wantonly wicked
does unbelief become. The more God reveals himself to man in ways
of providence, the more base is it on man’s part to belie his solemn
witness. But yet, my brethren, at the winding-up of all things, when
revelation shall have received its utmost confirmation, even then faith
will be such a rarity on the earth that it is a question if the Lord
himself will find it. You have, perhaps, a notion that faith will go
on increasing in the world ; that the church will grow purer and
brighter, and that there will be a wonderful degree of faith among men
in the day of our Lord’s appearing. Our Saviour does not tell us so;
but he puts the question of our text about it. Even concerning the






