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¢ And there were four leprous men at the entering in of the gate: and they said one
to another, Why sit we here until we die? If we say, We will enter into the city,
then the famine is in the city, and we shall die there: and if we sit still here, we die
also. Now therefore come, and let us fall unto the host of the Syrians: if they save
us alive, we shall live; and if they kill us, we shall but die. And they rose up in the
twilight, to go unto the camp of the Syrians: and when they were come to the utter-
most part of the camp of Syria, behold, there was no man there. For the Lord had
made the host of the Syrians to hear a noise of chariots, and a noise of horses, even
the noise of a great iost: and they said one to another, Lo, the king of Israel hath
hired against us the kings of the Hittites, and the kings of the Egyptians, to come upon
us. Wherefore they arose and fled in the twilight, and left their tents, and their horses,
and their asses, even the camp as it was, and fled for their life.”’—2 Kings vii. 3—7.

Tue story of four leprous men inserted in the Book of the Kings of
Israel : is it not singular? No; it is not singular for the Bible. If
you were to take out of the Scriptures all the stories that have to do
with poor, afflicted men and women, what a very small book the Bible
would become, especially if together with the stories you removed all the
psalms of the sorrowful, all the promises for the distressed, and all the
passages which belong to the children of grief! This Book, indeed,
for the most part is made up of the annals of the poor and despised.
Think for » minute what a space is occupied with the life of the man
who was separated from his brethren, sold for a slave, and put in prison
in Egypt! What alarge part of the Bible is occupied by the writings
of one who was a babe exposed on the Nile, and afterwards kept a
flock for forty years in the wilderness! We could mnot part with
the account of the man who lost all his property and children
in one day, and sat among the ashes, covered with sore boils.
We could not spare the story of the two widows who came
together empty-handed from the land of Moab, one of whom went
to glean in the fields of Boaz ; nor the history of that woman of a sor-
rowful spirit, and her little boy, around whom the hope of Israel gathered
in the dark days of Eli's feeble rule. Page after page of holy writ is
enriched with the experience of that youth who was taken from tending
the flock to become the champion of his country, and was afterwards
hunti? Iikegz(m) partridge upon the mountain by the envious king. We
o, 1,908.
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could not give up the history of the prophet of sorrow, nor of the fugi-
tive who was cast into the sea, nor even the minor incidents of the
widow of Sarepta, and her barrel of meal, and the prophet’s widow whose
creditor was about to seize her children for her husband’s debts. Nor
do lepers fall behind; we have two stories of lepers close together
—Naaman the Syrian, and the four in our text at Samaria’s gate.
They were wisely put forth from Israel, but they were not put forth
from Israel's God.

It is clear enough that the poor and the needy are not only observed by
our great King ; but the pen of the Holy Spirit has been much occupied
in recording their affairs. Ye that are poor and needy, ye that are sick
and sorrowful, ye whose lives are spent in mourning, listen to this dis-
course, and may the Lord comfort your hearts! On a future day,
when the great books of history, which, as yet, are only known to the
recording angel, shall be rcad of all men, your story will appear ; and
maybe it will be as memorable as that of Hannah or Joseph, and God
will get as much glory out of what he has done for you as from any of the
dceds of his love recorded in the inspired page. Remcmber that the New
Testament runs in the same strain. Under the economy of grace our
Lord Jesus Christ is seen living among fishermen and peasants, and
calling the poor to be his disciples. “God hath chosen the weak things
of the world to confound the things which are mighty ; and base things
of the world, and things which are despiscd, hath God chosen ; yea, and
things which are not, to bring to nought things that are.” It is worth
while to be among the poor, the despised, and the sad, to have your
record on high, and to magnify the condescension of the Lord. It is
in the hope that some disconsolate ones may be cheered that I speak
at this time. Oh, that some leprous ones may go forth to-day, and
make a grand discovery! I desire to preach, praying in the Holy
Ghost that the Holy Ghost may bless the word, and move many to rise
out of their despair, and say, * Why sit we here until we die ?”

I. TFirst, I call your attention to A GREAT WORK OF GOD, WHICH WAS
ENTIRELY UNKNOWN. The city of Samaria had been shut up for some
time by the Syrian army ; famine had fallen upon the people, and driven
them to horrible straits. One can hardly bear to read of mothers
devouring their own babes through stress of hunger. God sent his
servant Elisha to tell them that the next day there should be a super-
abundance of food in the gates of Samaria, but the message was reccived
with open ridicule. No sooner was the promise given than the Lord
began to carry it out. It is the way with him, to be true to his word.
However great the promise, it is as sure as it is great. And so, ere
the sun went down, the Lord had caused Israel’s enemies to flee
away, and had opened magazines of food for hungry Samaria.
Without human aid Jehovah had accomplished his promise, and
much more.

The siege was raised from around Samaria. Armed men had stood
in their places and kept the way, so that none could go in or out; but
they are all gone, not one of them is left. The troopers had fled on
foot, and left their steeds tethered in rows: captains and commonsoldiers
had alike taken to their heels in hot haste, flying helter-skelter, like
frightened sheep. No host threatened the city ; it sat on its hill in the
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twilight, lonely and free. Yet in the city of Samaria they thought
themselves cooped up, and set their warders on the wall because of fear
in the night. Everybody who went to bed that night felt that he was still
in that horrible den where grim death seemed actually present in the
skeleton forms of the hunger-bitten. They were as free as the harts of
the wilderness had they known it : but their ignorance held them in
durance vile.

The Lord had also defeated all their enemies. They had run for
their lives ; they had fled because of a noise in their ears as of horses
and of chariots. He that could first get across the Jordan, and interpose
that stream between him and his supposed pursuers was the hagpiest
man, Without aid from Hittite or Ethiopian, the God of Israel
had driven the whole host of Syria like chaff before the wind. Israel
had not now this side Jordan a single foe to attack her : and yet she
knew not that the Lord’s right hand and his holy arm had gotten him
the victory. They set guards to protect them from a foe which was no
longer present ; and the sentinels paced up and down the walls, and
spake to each other in the hoarse voice of starving men, guarding the
walls against an imaginary foe. O Samaria, hadst thou known the gift
of God, thy silent strects would have rung with shouts of joy : thy
children, instead of cowering down in hunger upon wretched pallets,
would have kindled torches, and lit up the night as they hastened to feast
upon the plenty which their enemies had bequeathed them! God
worketh, and man perceiveth it not ; therefore is man unhappy, and
God is not praised as he should be. _

God has provided plenty for them. The wretched Samaritans drew the
hunger-belt more closely about them, and each man hoped that he might
sleep for many an hour, and forget his bitter pangs; yet within a stone’s
throw there was more fine flour and barley than they could possibly
consume. They were starving in the midst of plenty, pining, when
:‘hey llnight have been feasting. They believed not God, and looked not
or relief,

Was not that a strange thing? A city besieged, and not besieged ;
girt with enemies, as they thought, and yet not an enemy left; starving,
and yet near to a feast! ~ See, dear friends, what unbelief can do. They
had been promised plenty right speedily by God’s own rophet ; but
they did not believe the promise, nor look out for its fulfilment. Had
they been upon the watch, they might have seen the unusual mave-
ment in the Syrian camp, and noticed the absolute stillness which
succeeded it.

I know & sad parallel to this. The Lord Jesus Christ has come into
the world, and has put away the sin of his people ; and yet many of them
are complaining that their sin can never be put away. = The Lord Jesus
Christ has routed all the enemies of his people, and yet they are afraid
of innumerable evils. None is left to harm them, but they do mot
remember that the Lord reigneth : they are afraid of this, and afraid
of that, and yet in one tremendous battle the Champion of the cross
has routed all their foes, They are no longer shut up as prisoners ;
the Lord has brought them liberty ; but they are not aware of it by
reason of their unbelief. The Word of God has revealed all this very
plainly, and the ministers of Christ proclaim it from day to day ; but
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through unbelief they are still sorrowful, desponding and despairing, in
bondage and woe. They will not believe, and therefore they cannot he
happy. How sad is this unbelief which renders even truth itself untrue
to us, and darkens our sun at midday! Our unbelief is our worst
enemy.

It 18 said that drowning men catch at straws: would you not have
thought that famishing men might have caught at the word of Elisha?
I grant you the promise did seem too great to be trne : that lord who
scoffed at it was not the only one who judged it to be impossible of
fulfilment ; and yet when men are brought so very low, they are apt to
catch at any hope. How hardened was the unbelief which refused Je-
hovah’s word! Out of the whole population of Samaria there was not
one who had such faith in Elisha’s promise as to drop over the wall
from a window, and go out to see whether the Lord was fulfilling his
word. It was solemnly promised, it was grievously needed, and yet not
a soul believed in it. Another dreary night is closing in; Samaria is in
her pangs; and yet, did she know it, her citizens might dance for joy.
I do not know whether I have given you any idea of the scene which
rises 8o vividly before me; but it seems to me to be a very wonderful
sight—a multitude in the last stage of emaciation, perishing with hunger,
absolutely dropping dead as they tried to pace the streets, and yet food
within sight and reach. They believed themselves to be prisoners, yet
no birds could be more free; they regarded themselves as surrounded
by deadly enemies, yet never was the land more clear of invaders. Even
thus we are constantly seeing the Lord’s elect and redeemed ones
counting themselves rejected, and fearing that they shall perish. I see
those for whom Christ has shed his blood still refusing to rest in his
finished work, and rejoice in his glorious victory. Still do I see those
for whom there is laid up a crown of life that fadeth not away, and who
are inheritors of all covenant blessings, wringing their hands in the desti-
tution of unbelief, and pining away in wretched fear where no fear is.
Their soul refuseth to be comforted, and yet all comfort is theirs. Alas,
the case is common!

II. When you have realized the picture of the city abiding in sorrow
though its deliverance had already come, I want, in the second place, to re-
mark upon A VERY SINGULAR BAND OF DISOOVERERS, A choice quaternion
at last found out what the Lord had done, proved it for themselves, and
made it known to their fellow-townsmen. Is it not remarkable that
these discoverers were lepers? These were the first to discover that
Jehovah had gotten the victory, and scattered the armies of Syria, and
brought help to his people. These poor diseased beings were compelled
to live in shanties outside the city gate, and to keep themselves apart
from all others. Fed from day to day with food passed over the wall, so
long as there was any to pass over, they rotted away in horrible loath-
someness. What a wretched sight! I will not ask you to step into the
hut. There are four living skeletons ; or what of flesh remains to them is
foul with the hideous marks of leprosy. Their bodies are corrupting
in life. 'They move about, poor sick things as they are, more than
half dead. ’.[?hey have had no food sent to them of late, and they must
not go for relief.” No man cares for them ; the best thing that could ﬁs-
sibly happen to them wonld be to die, and yet they have a clinging to life.
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They were outcasts, offcasts ; Israel had thrust them without her gates;
their own friends and families were obliged to be separated from them.
These were the discoverers of what Godhad done! It isa wonderful thing
that those who are most conscious of sin, most despised of men, and
least likely to be favoured, are often those upon whom Jehovah has fixed
the eye of his electing love. The chariot of his grace passes by the
towers of haughty kings; but it stops at the hovel of poverty, and even
at the prison-gate of despair. The Lord looks on the chief of sinners,
and says, “ Here will I display my grace; here shall the wonders of my
love be seen.” Lepers are not the only ones whom men cast out, nor
are they the only persons whom God full often stoops to bless. Some
who feel loathsome, and vile, and self-abhorred may be before me now,
dreaming that it is impossible for God to bless them; yet these are the
characters whom he delights to save. Ah, grace! it is thy wont to
dwell in most unlikely places! You would have supposed that surely
the king would have gone forth to see, or that yonder great lord who had
ridiculed the prophet might have relented, and gone forth to observe.
But no; there are last that shall be first, and the Lord in his provi-
dence and grace pitched upon lepers to be the discoverers of his mar-
vellous miracle. Even thus the keenest observers of grace are those
who have the deepest sense of sin. I always like to address myself to the
most hopeless grade of experience, to those who are most desponding and
despairing, for these are the people who will welcome free grace, since
they feel their need of it. Talk of charity to the rich, and they will
spurn you; talk of it to the destitute, and they will welcome you.
Speak of free grace and dying love to self-righteous persons, and they
are deaf to you ; but those who are guilty, and know it, welcome the
promise of free pardon. I have to tell this morning of pure, rich,
free, undeserved favour, which God displays to the guiltiest of the
guilty. Those who are in their own esteem at the lowest ebb are ever
the first to understand the wonders of grace.

These men could not hope for a welcome from the Syrians, poor
objects that they were, they would be hated as Israelites, and abhorred
as lepers; yet they went, and in that camp they found all that they
wanted, and much more than they expected.” Am I not speaking to
some who are saying, * For me to go to Christ would be all in vain : I
can suppose his blessing my brother, or my friend, but he never will
receive one 8o altogether unworthy as Iam”? That was my imagination
once. I believed in the salvation of everybody except myself. Itseemed
to me as if a special plague and a peculiar curse had lighted upon my
nature, and withered my heart. It was not so, as I soon proved when
once I went to Jesus. But how could I expect to be accepted ? I, who
had sinned against light and knowledge, and spurned the grace of God
when it came to me 8o lovingly ! I speak to those of you who feel that
you have no right to mercy : you are the very men who may come boldly
for it; since it is not of right, but altogether of favour. You that have
no claim to the mercy of God, you are the very people to come to him
through Jesus Christ; for where there is the least of anything that
is good and meritorious, there there is the most room for generous
gifts and gracious pardons. Remember, the Lord Jesus did not come
tosell salvation ; he asks neither money nor price; but he came himself






