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“Then a lord on whose hand the king leaned answered the man of God, and said,
Behold, if the Lord would make windows in heaven, might this thing be? And he
said, Behold, thou shalt see it with thine eyes, but shalt not eat thereof.”—2 Kings
vii. 2.

THE people of Samaria had cast off their allegiance to Jehovah, and
worshipped other gods, and therefore, according to his solemn
threatening, the Lord visited them with sore judgments. They were
50 blockaded by Syrian armies, that food failed them altogether, and in
their hunger they devoured human flesh, and the most abominable
offal.  They could not open the city gates, for they knew that the
adversary, if he once entered, would sack and ransack the city, and
put them all to the sword, and therefore they remained cooped up
within the city walls to perish. In their dire extremity the Lord
had mercy upon them and remembered that they were the children of
Israel, the seed of Abraham, his friend, and therefore he would not
utterly destroy them, but gave them space for repentance, He turned
an eye of pity upon the famished thousands and promised them relief
from the sore famine which had wasted them. How rich in mercy
is the Lord our God! S8in must be multiplied exceedingly ere his
longsuffering ceases; he is unwilling to execute the sentence of his
wrath. Judgment is his strange work, He is ever ready with his
mercy, he waiteth to be gracious, yea, he is always beforehand with
us in his grace, but he is very slow footed in punishment; he pauses
by the way and deliberates, and before he deals a blow he often CXpos-
tulates with himself and cries, “ How shall I give thee up, Ephraim ?
How shall I deliver thee, Israel ? How shall I make thee as Admah ?
How shall I set thee as Zeboim?” Verily he is a God merciful and
gracious, slow to anger and plenteous in mercy.
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Perhaps one reason why the Lord was pleased in Samaria’s ex-
tremity to visit it so graciously was the presence of Elisha there.
There was at least one man in the city who had power with God in
prayer, and perhaps a band of the sons of the prophets was with him,
80 that there were in the apostate city some few holy men, “ faithful
among the faithless found,” and these acted as a handful of salt and
preserved the city. Solomon tells us in the Proverbs that one wise
man preserved a city, and this was a case in which one godly man did
so. The Lord had respect unto his servant, and, for the sake of the
man of God, Samaria was saved.. Well was Elisha styled the chariot of
Israel and the horsemen thereof, for he was a better defence than ten
thousand cavalry. We cannot measure the beneficial influence of
godly men, they are universal benefactors. We hear men speak of the
sweet influences of the Pleiades, and the other stars which smile from
above upon this earth below, but we too much forget the influence of
the stars below upon the heavens above. Power proceeds upward as
well as downward, even as the angels ascended as well as descended
upon the ladder which Jacob saw. A good man’s prayers move the
arm which moves the world.

The Lord met the need of Samaria by a most merciful promise, all
the more full of grace because it bore upon its front the assurance of
speedy fulfilment. The prophet was.commissioned to declare, ¢ To-
morrow, about this time, shall a measure of fine flour be sold for a shekel.”
They had only four-and-twenty hours to wait; yet once more must the
sun go down and rise, and then there should be no more pinching hunger
or cruel famine throughout Samaria. The timing of the supply was most
kind ; he gives twice who gives quickly, and so the speedy promise was
doubly precious. The plentifulness of the promise made it the more
gracious, for so cheap would the wheat and barley become that they
.should be sold at a figure far less than that which had been paid for
doves’ dung, whatever that may have been, and less than the price of
:such unwholesome meat as might be gathered from an ass’s head, which
had been sold for fourscore pieces of silver.

The best food, even fine flour, was to be openly vended at a low rate
at their very doors. They would not need to send to Egypt or fetch
corn from afar, but it was to be brought to their gates, and sold at a
price which would enable all to purchase. It was very great goodness
on the Lord’s part to meet the famine-stricken multitude with such a
right royal word of cheer. But observe how God’s prophet is answered
—not as one would have thought, with words of thanksgiving and tears
of gratitude, but with the reverse. They did not fall down and on
their knees exclaim, “ O God, how good thou art!” They did not lift
up a single word of praise, as surely they should have done : the only
Tesponse was a supercilious sneering, contemptuous, unbelieving utter-
ance—< If the Lord should make windows in heaven might such a thing
be.” O base ingratitude! Ungenerous return for such great mercy !

Mark well the Lord’s answer to the unbeliever’s scorn. There is
nothing which he will o little endure as unbelief, and unbelief in the
face of unusual mercy becomes doubly provoking. In the name of the
Lord the prophet at once responded— Behold, thou shalt see it with
thine eyes, but thou shalt not eat thereof.” The Lord has a speedy
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answer to the unbelief which dares defy him: if men call Ged liar,
they shall ere long have sufficient proof in their own persons that his
threatenings do not lie.

We shall try this morning to gather from the text the lesson which
it was intended to teach us. May God bless us in so doing, helping us
by his Holy Spirit.

First, let us observe the conduct of unbelief ; secondly, the divine answer
to it; and, thivdly, the appointed punishment of .

I. First let us notice repentingly, for we have been guilty of this sin
ourselves, THE CONDUCT OF UNBELIEF. You will observe that wnbelief
dares to question the truthfulness of the promise dfself. The prophet
had said, “ To-morrow, about this time, shall two measures of barley
Dbe sold for a shekel, and a measure of fine flour for a shekel;” and
directly in the teeth of this “Thus saith Jehovah” comes the con-
temptuous denial of the lord on whose hand the king leaned. Unbelief
does mnot hesitate to say that what God declares will not be fulfilled,
although it frequently veils its speech, and usually imagines some sort
of argument upon which to base its denials. Sophistry comes to the
aid of incredulity and endeavours to buttress its bowing walls. If you
lhad asked the sneering nobleman why he spoke so mistrustingly, he
would have replied, “ Why, the promise is far foo great to be fulfilled.
It is out of all character and reason. How can there be flour enough
in this city in twenty-four hours to be sold at a measure for a shekel ?
Why, you could not get a measure of fine flour for ten thousand shekels ;
it cannot be had for love or money, and there is not a measure of barley
left in all the country around Samaria, for the Syrians have plundered
every homestead and granary. Do you not see that the thing this
prophet talks about is utterly impossible ? His talk is preposterous. We
might have believed him if his prediction had been a tenth as large,
but he has overdone it, and no attention ought to be paid to his
maunderings.” Has not your unbelief, my brethren, sometimes made
out a case for mistrust from the greatness of the promised good ?
When first the Lord was drawing you with cords of love, was
not the very greatness of his mercy one of the severest trials
of your faith ? When you found that he would blot out your
sins like a cloud, and like a thick cloud your iniquities, did not
your heart say, “ How can it be?” Well do I remember with what
power and sweetness the words of Isaiah once came to my soul to
remove this doubt—‘My thoughts are not your thoughts, neither
are your ways my ways, saith the Lord. For ag the heavens are higher
than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways.” We forget
this glorious declaration, and we fall to measuring God’s capability of
blessing by our capacity cf believing, and because the favour is won-
derful we think it improbable. Is not this ill reasoning? Can any-
thing be great with God ? Can any marvel be too miraculous for the
Lord? The matter is hard in itself, but is it bard for omnipotence ?
It is a massive blessing, but can it be too large for the infinitely
gracious hand to bestow ? Surely the Holy One of Israel is not such
an one as thyself, wherefore then dost thou limit him as if he could
give no more than thou canst give, May divine love deliver our souls
from this net of unbelief, which so easily entangles us. Low thoughts
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of the divine power greatly dishonour God, and deprive us of much
comfort. Is he not a great God, and is it not like him to do great
things for his people? His resources are infinite, and therefore he
is ‘able to verify his promises, however great they may be. He did not
promise in ignorance or in haste, his word is not a thing of yesterday,
therefore he will not fail to keep his promise to the letter.

Perhaps had you enquired of this lord he would have said to yonu,
¢ Oh, but it will be such @ new thing. I have lived in Samaria, and I
have not seen flour exposed for sale at any price for months. The
householders have hoarded it up, as if each ounce of it were a jewel.
Each man has taken care to secure what he had for his own family ;
and now there is none left anywhere, even in private stores, and yet
you talk of selling wheat and barley at the gate of Samaria! Blessed
would the eyes be which should see such a thing for many a day! I
never expect to see it, and a thousand prophets should not induce me
to indulge such a dream. We shall perish by famine or by the sword
of the Syrians, for this promise will not be kept.” My brethren, has
not our unbelief sometimes fed upon the novelty of the promised
blessing ? It seemed a new thing to you sinners that the Lord should
in a moment pass by your sins, and make you righteous in the
righteousness of Christ: yet the new thing has come to pass. When
we hear of a more than ordinarily successful Christian work, many
brethren who have not been favoured with such prosperity cannot
believe it to be true. Had they seen two or three people converted
and added to the church in a year, they would have said, “This is
the finger of God,” but if they hear of forty or a hundred, or even a
thousand converted during a gracious revival they are very sceptical.
The conversion of thousands under one sermon they admit may have
taken place in Old Testament times, but that is a long time ago; we
cannot expect to see such things now. Thus they reason in their
hearts, and insinuate that the Lord’s arm has waxed short. Ob,
brethren, if God has given us a promise which has not yet been ful-
filled, and if there never has before occurred anything like it, this is
no excuse for our disbelieving the divine word. Has he not promised,
¢« Behold I will do a new thing ” ? (Is. xliii. 19). Did he not say to
his people Israel, “I have showed thee new things frem this time,
even hidden things, and thou didst not know them.” Is mot every-
thing new when for the first time the Lord reveals it ? Moses might
have: doubted God’s promise to smite Egypt with plagues, for these
plagues were novelties. He might have doubted the Lord’s power to
lead his people through the Red Sea, for when had a sea been divided
for a nation to pass through it dryshod ? He might have doubted
God’s power to feed the hosts in the wilderness, for when had bread
been rained down from heaven, and when had water leaped from a
rock ? The Lord, who works great wonders, shews us mercies *“new
every morning.” He is not tied down to a monotony of procedure, his
blessings are as varied as his creations, he delights to surprise us with
fresh manifestations of love; and thus it is clear that the novelty of
the blessing is no excuge whatever for our unbelief. .

I dare say the scoffing nobleman would have said It is the sudden-
ness of the thing which renders the promise so incredible. To-morrow !
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What ! abundance of food to-morrow! Nay, that is too much. Say
that in three months we may be supplied and we may believe it, but
to-morrow is going too far. How could wheat and barley be brought
in such plenty to Samaria in the time, even upon swift horses and
dromedaries ? Suppose the Syrians were to leave us to-morrow, yet the
country has been devoured by them, and you must import wheat from
some distant land. It is not at all likely that this could be done on a
sudden. Do not strain our faith too much, give us a month or two at
any rate.” My brethren, now-a-days I find that this point of sudden-
ness often staggers unbelieving minds. “ What! the church revived on
a sudden! How can it be? True doctrines may perhaps be spread in
England by slow degrees, after generations have come and gone, but
to expect the gospel to spread through the country in a few months is
perfectly absurd.” Some, perhaps, among my present hearers dare not
hope that this south of London can be immediately stirred, as I believe
it will be, and they dare not expect conversions at.once, such as I
venture to look for. Some dread everything sudden, and feel sure that
if any gracious gift come suddenly it will prove to be like Jonah’s
gourd, which came up in a night and perished in anight. They give the
world the express trains, and condemn grace to travel in the luggage
van. Why do they dream that the Lord is slow? Why do they
limit the rapidity of his actions ? He created the world in six days,
could he not recreate it in the like space ? He destroyed the race in
the days of Noah in forty days, can he not do his saving work with
equal speed ? Is it not written, “ He rode upon a cherub and did fly ;
yea, he did fly upon the wings of the wind”? O unbelief, how darest
thou say, “in a year ” when God says “ to-morrow ”? If he says “ to-
morrow ” it will be to-morrow to the tick of the clock. ¢ To-morrow,
about this time,” said the prophet, and so it was. Let us not be
as those spoken of by the prophet Haggai, who said, “The time is
not come, the time that the Lord’s house should be built.” Let
us lay aside this postponing of expectancy, and believe that God
can do wonders to-day, even to-day. Ah, sinner, you® cannot believe
that God can save you in a minute, but he can; in less time than
it takes the clock to tick he can cause you to pass from death
to life, and cast all your transgressions behind his back. At this very
moment, if thou wilt look to Jesus Christ, the work of grace shall.be
accomplished. The publican who confessed his sin had not to tarry
long for his justification, but received it ere he went down to his house.

This cavilling peer would also have justified his unbelief by saying,
“ Where can you find the means for accomplishing this promise ¥ So
much corn and barley are to be sold, you say, but where is it to come
from ? There are no corn factors here, and if there were their stocks
would have run out long ago. No great underground store-rooms
remain to be discovered, I am sure of that, for I have ordered a minute
search in every place where food could be hidden away.” “No,” he said,
“There will be no cheap food, for there are no means by which it can
be had.” Has not our unbelief too often run on that tack ? We too
often want to see kow the Lord will perform his word. We begin
calculating, like the disciples, that two hundred pennyworth of bread
will not be enough for the multitude, and as for a few loaves and fishes,






