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¢ He that hath no money ; come ye, buy, and eat.”’—Isaiah lv. 1.

THERE is a semicolon in our translation, but we need not take notice
of it. It should not be there, since the text is the second of two parallel
sentences arranged according tothe method of Hebrew poetry.

“Ho, every one that thirsteth, come ye to the waters,
And he that hath no money, come, buy, and eat.”

We have before us the figure of a merchant selling his wares, and
crying like a chapman in the market, “Ho!” To attract attention he
calls aloud, “Come! Come! Come!” three several times; and he
adds to this the cry of “Buy! Buy!” Shall the Great King thus
liken himself to a trader in the market earnest to dispose of his goods?
It is even so, and I therefore call upon you to admire the mercy of the
Lord.

In the fifty-third and fifty-fourth chapters this Divine Merchantman
has been spreading out his wares. What treasures they are! Look to
the fifty-third chapter: what see you there? Behold that pearl of
great price, the Lord Jesus Chrisi. Behold him wounded for our
transgressions, and bruised for our iniquities. This is so costly a
treasure that heaven and earth could not match it. Where else should
we find a sacrifice for sin, a justifier of many? This anointed One of
God, upon whom the chastisement of our peace was laid—who would
not have him to be his Saviour? Surely with such a treasure to display
we ought not to cry long for buyers, for every truly wise man will
exclaim, “This is what I need: a Saviour, and a great ome. An
atonement for sin is the one thing needful to me.” To this you are
invited in these words,  He that hath no money, come, buy, and eat.”

In the fifty-fourth chapter the Divine Merchantman sets forth the
rare possession of Ais everlasting love. Read from verse seven, “ For
& small moment have I forsaken thee; but with great mercies will I
gather thee. In a little wrath I hid my face from thee for a moment ;
but with everlasting kindness will I have mercy on thee, saith the
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removed ; but my kindness shall not depart from thee, neither shall the
covenant of my peace be removed, saith the Lord that hath mercy on
thee.” 'What more can be set forth to win men’s hearts? First, a full
atonement and now love everlasting, making a covenant confirmed by
oath. Shall there be need often to cry, “Come and buy,” when such
celestial wares are displayed before us?

Added to this, we see a little further on the blessing of heavenly edifica-
tion. Notice the eleventh verse:—¢1 will lay thy stones with fair
colours, and lay thy foundations with sapphires. And I will make thy
windows of agates, and thy gates of carbuncles, and all thy borders of
pleasant stones.” This is rare building, is it not? There should be a
quick market for such an array of choice things : sapphires and agates—
what would you have more? Here are all manner of precious stones,
and allof these given freely ! The onlyterms are “everything for nothing!
Heaven for the asking!” All the treasures of God are freely bestowed
upon the sons of men who are willing to accept them as gifts of grace.

As if this were not enough, the Lord brings out a fourth blessing,
namely, everlasting safety by faith: “In righteousness shalt thou be
estublished : thou shalt be far from oppression; for thou shalt not fear:
and from terror; for it shall not come near thee. No weapon that is
forimed against thee shall prosper; and every tongue that shall rise
against thee in judgment thou shalt condemn.”” Security is worth in-
finitely more than gold. To be protected by Divine wisdom from every
possible harm is the portion of believers in Jesus. To be saved, and
made safe for ever, is not this worth worlds ? Never was there a market
like the gospel market; and never were such wares spread out before the
eyes of men as those which are here presented to you. Ishall therefore
with the more hopefulness speak to those who have not yet been buyers,
and urge upon you the invitation of the text, ¢ He that hath no money,
come ye, buy, and eat.”

In handling this text we shall notice, first, the description of the
buyer, “ He that hath no money ” ; secondly, the selection of this par-
ticular buyer—why is he invited beyond all others? Thirdly, the in-
vitation to purchase, *Come, buy, and eat” ; and fourthly, we shall
add the assurance that this gospel market is no deception, for these things
are really to be had. i

I. First, then, here is A DESCRIPTION of the buyer. I believe he is
here this morning. I hope he will recognise his own portrait, though
it is by no means a flattering one. It is truth itself, a photograph taken
by the sunlight of heaven. It is the portrait of a poor, penniless,
broken-down creature reduced to the extremity of want: here it is—
% He that hath no money.” )

Of course, by this is meant among other things the man who literally
has no money.  Among the Jews of our Lord’s day there existed an idea
that a man who had money was at a great advantage with regard to
heavenly things, so that when the Lord said How hardly shall they
that have riches enter into the kingdom,” they exclaimed with wonder,
«Who then can be saved ?” as if they thought that if the rich could
not be easily saved then none could be. The word of God contains
nothing to encourage such a notion. The rich man is never extolled
in the Old Testament, but he is often spoken of most slightingly. It
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is the glory of the Messiah that ¢ the poor have the gospel preached
unto them,” and it is the glory of the gospel that it is freely provided
by the bounty of God for the beggar on the dunghill. Let no man’s heart
fail him this day because he saith ¢ Silver and gold have I none.”
Having nothing, you may yet possess all things. You are at no dis-
advantage in God’s market because your pocket is empty: you may
come penniless and bankrupt and receive the exceeding riches of his
grace. But we understand the reference of the text to be mainly
spiritual, and so the portrait here is that of a man who has no spiritual
money, no gold of goodness, no silver of sanctity,—he it is that is
invited to come and buy the wine and milk of heaven.

His fancied stock of natural innocence is spent. At first he thought
himself to be pure as the newly fallen snow, forgetting the question—
How can he be clean that is born of a woman? They told him that
he was made ““a member of Christ, a child of God, and an inheritor of
the kingdom of heaven” while he was yet a babe; and thus he was led
to think that he had started life’s business with a respectable stock-in-
trade. He knows better now; he has seen this fancied goodness melt
away like the mist of the morning. He has gone, like the prodigal,
into the far country, and there he has wasted his substance till not a
groat remains. If he searches himself through and through he cannot
find a relic of innocence ; the whole head is sick and the whole heart
faint: from the sole of the foot even to the head he is all wounds, and
bruises, and putrefying sores. There is no health in him. Innocence
is utterly gone, if 1t was ever there.

He thought that he had accumulated some little savings of good
works ; but kds imaginary righteousness turns out to be counterfeit. Had
he not been honest? had he not been sober? had he not attended a
place of worship, and repeated forms of prayer? Did not all this make
up a little fortune of righteousness? He thought so, but then he was
ignorant and deluded : he knows better now, for he has found out that
all his righteousness is base metal : he could not pass a penny’s worth
of it in the shop of his own conscience, much less in the market of
heaven; he knows that it would at once be detected, and nailed to the
counter. He finds that his silver is white metal of the basest sort, and
that his gold is a sham: he has not the face to offer it anywhere ; yea,
he is so afraid of being seized by justice as a coiner that, like a wise
man, he has hidden his sham righteousness in the earth, and has run
away from it. He is now more afraid of his righteousness than of his
unrighteousress. He would think it just as possible for him to be
saved by cursing and swearing as by the merit of his own works. His
good works are in ill odour with his conscience, for he sees them to be
defiled within and without with sin: a rottenness is in the bones of
his righteousness, and thus he is without merit of any sort. See his
pover‘ty: his original stock is gone, and all his savings have melted
away!

He is iq a still worse plight, for he is also too poor to get anything:
the procuring power is gone, for he has “no money.” Now that he has
come into his sober senses he would repent, but he cannot find a tender
heart ; he would believe, but he cannot find faith. He has no money ;
that is to say, nothing wherewith he can procure those good things
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which are necessary unto salvation and eternal life. He sees them all
before him, like many a poor man who walks the streets of London, and
sees just what he wants behind the glass of the shop window; but he
puts his hand into his pocket, and despairingly passes on, for he has no
money. = As without money nothing is to be bought in the world’s mart,
so is this poor man afraid that no blessing of grace can ever be his
because he has no good thing to offer, no righteousness to give in
exchange. If God would sell him even a pennyworth of righteousness
he has not the penny to buy it with; and if the Lord would pardon all
his sins for one sixpennyworth of holiness, he has not so much as that
to offer—he has no money.

Moreover, his stock with which to trade is gone. Money makes money,
and he that has a little to begin with may soon have more; but this
man, having no stock to start with, cannot hope to be rich towards God
in and by hunself. He cannot open the smallest shop, or sell the most
trifling wares, for he has no money to start with. Even the poorest will
buy a few matches and hawk them about the streets, but this poor creature
has “‘no money,” and cannot even invest a twopence in goods. He has
no power even to think aright, much less to act aright, so as to become
pleasing to God: he is as much without strength as without merit.
Not only is he without good, but he appears to himself to be without
power to get good. He is a broken trader who cannot again try his
fortune, for he has “no money.” He is worse than a common beggar,
for he does not even know how to beg— We know not what we should
pray for as we ought.” He needs even to be taught how to beg. What
a pass to come to!

There is your portrait, my poor friend! Do you recognise it? I
hope you do. I hear you say, ‘“Yes, that is myself. I am without
money.” Then to you the word of this salvation is sent—‘He that
hath no money, come, buy, and eat.”

“ No money!” Then ke cannof pay his old debts. His sins rise
up before him, but he cannot make amends for them. What a long
file is needed to hold the record of his debts; it must be deep as the
bottomless pit, and high as heaven. He owes ten thousand talents, and
has “ nothing to pay’’ : he has not a stiver, he has no money whatever!
He is reduced to bankruptcy, and cannot pay a farthing in the pound.

Moreover, he cannot meet his present expenses. Poor man! he must
live ; he must eat the bread of heaven, and he must drink of the water
of life: but he has unothing with which to procure these good things.
His soul hungereth, yea, even fainteth after the mercy of God, but he
has no price with which to procure it. Thisday he would pluck his eyes
out to be pleasing with God ; but he has nothing to offer which the Lord
could accept. He is reduced to such beggary that like the prodigal he
cries, “1 perish with hunger.”

He cannot face the future. He hardly dares to think of it; and yet the
thought of it will come in. He remembers the needs which will surround
him on a dying bed, and the terrible demands of the resurrection morning
when. the ringing trump shall introduce him to the dread Assize, and he
shall stand before his God to render his account. He knows that he
cannot answer him for one sin of a thousand. He dreads the thought
of the world to come! He has nothing with which to meet the demands
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-of the eternal future, He has “no money,” nothing that will pass
current in the day of judgment. He is brought to the last stage of
spiritual destitution ; poverty has come upon him like an armed man.
This is a terrible plight to be in; yet I wish that every sinncr here
might be reduced to it, for when he is so reduced and brought low, grace
will come in, and the tide will turn.

The only hope for a man who has “no money ” must be outside himself,
It is idle for him to look into his own coffers: he must look away from
himself ; and his only chance in thus looking is to appeal to charity, and
plead for mercy’s sake. He cannot buy—it is only God’s mercy that
talks about his buying : he must beg, he must entreat for love’s sake.
This is an essential part of spiritual poverty ; and I would that every
unregenerate person knew that in him there dwelleth no good thing,
and that he were convinced that he must look out and look up for
salvation, and that upon the ground of mercy, since he cannot expect to
obtain any blessing upon the footing of justice, or as a matter of debt.

This is the man” who is called to buy heaven's wine and milk. Do
you want a fuller portrait of him? TLook at the twenty-first verse of
the fourteenth of Luke’s gospel, where he that made the feast said,
“ Bring in hither the poor and the maimed and the halt and the blind.”
This man is so poor that he cannot buy bread, so maimed that he cannot
run for it, so halt that he cannot stand up to receive it, and so blind
that he cannot see it; yet such a person we are to bring into the royal
banquet of mercy. If you would like another photograph turn to
Revelation iii. 17, 18 : “Thou knowest not that thou art wretched, and
miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked.” This portrait was taken
by John, who had an eagle’s eye, and saw deep into the inward misery of
the heart. To the “wretched, and miserable, and poor, and blind, and
naked,” the Lord says, “I counsel thee to buy of me gold tried in the
fire, that thou mayest be rich; and white raiment, that thou mayest be
clothed, and that the shame of thy nakedness do not appear ; and anoint
thine eyes with eyesalve, that thou mayest see.” Gospel riches are sent
to remove our wretchedness, and mercy to remove our misery. It is to
these wretches, these blind beggars, these naked vagrants, that the gospel
is sent. This day I have to present the promise of God and the exhorta-
tion of mercy to those who have failed in life, who are down at the heel,
broken and crushed. Oh, you utterly lost ones, to you is there opened
a door of hope. The Lord has come into the market, and he bids you
buy of him without money and without price.

II. Now a minute or two upon the second point: THE SELECTION
of the buyer. It is a strange choice, and it leads to a singular in-
vitation, ““He that hath no money ; come, buy, and eat.” In the streets
round about this Tabernacle, especially on a Saturday evening, you
may note the salesmen standing before their shops, and crying out
vociferously, “Buy! Buy! Buy!” No one can refuse to hear their
noise ; but if they knew that a person had no money, I think they would
save their breath so far as he is concerned. They want ready-money
customers, and plenty of them. What would be the use of crying,
“Buy! Buy!” to a man whose purse is empty ?  Yet these are the
very persons whom the Lord selects, and to them he cries, “ Come, buy,
and eat.” What is the reason?






