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¢ And the inhabitant shall not say, I am sick : the people that dwell therein shall be
forgiven their iniquity.’’—Isaiah xxxiii. 24.
Tr1s whole chapter was a gracious message from God to a people who
were in ezfremis. They were made to drink the foulest dregs of sorrow
through the invasion of the Assyrians. The highways were waste,
the wayfarer ceased ; the earth mourned and languished : Lebanon was
ashamed and hewn down : Sharon was like a wilderness ; and Bashan
and Carmel shook off their froits. Then did God arise. When the
worst had come to the worst, he laid bare his arm and brought deliver-
ance for his people. Is not this a general rule with God ? 1Is it not a
truth fraught with comfort to any of you whose day has darkened down
into a seven-fold midnight ?  When nothing else is left you God remains
and God appears. When all your own strength fails you your strength
shall be to sit still while God arises and becomes your arm every morn-
ing, your salvation in the time of trouble. I would encourage all who
are in spiritual distress to gather hope from this chapter, since it is ad-
dressed to Zion in her sore affliction. If it be really so, that the joys
and blessings which are described in the passage before us come to a
people who are driven to the last extremity, why should not such bless-
ings come to yon? We have often noted how the Lord delights to
look upon the poor and needy, and comes with succour to those who are
in distress. It is the way of the Lord to look in pity upon those who
arc cast down. Lift up your heart to him, and cry unto him out of
the depth. Let your prayer rise to his throne out of the low dungeon.
Expect that he will be very pitiful, and will have compassion npon you
in your misery. Jerusalem was on the brink of destruction when the
Lord answered the prayer of Hezekiah, and smote the vast host of
Assyria. The peril of Jerusalem serves as a dark background to bring
out the brightness of my text. The city might have been destroyed by
pestilence through its sins, but the Lord saith, “ The inhabitant shall
not say, I am sick : the people that dwell therein shall be forgiven their
iniquity.”

I'he great result of God’s gracious dealings with his afflicted people is
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that they glorify his holy name. Observe how in this chapter God is
spoken of as being “exalted ; for he dwelleth on high.” He is called
“the glorious Lord.” Truly our Lord never appeareth more glorious
than in the eyes of those who are brought low and humbled in their
own csteem. Their distresses, out of which they are graciously delivered,
call upon them to exalt their Saviour. They hear a voice saying, “Oh
that men would praise the Lord for his goodness, and for his wonderful
works to the children of men! For he hath broken the gates of brass,
and cut the bars of iron in sunder.” Our God getteth little praise in
this fair world, which is a master-piece of his skill, for man refuses to
adore. Creation ought to make our voices ring out perpetual psalms,
for it is full of wonders ; providence ought also to keep us always making
music upon an instrument of ten strings; but, alas! we yield our praises
to inferior workers. We are ever backward and slow in the praises of the
Lord. Willamanrob God? Yet do we rob him of his glory. And so
he bringeth us into straits, that he may display the majesty of his grace and
the infinity of his powerin rescuing us. Then are we moved to astonish-
ment and adoration: then we burst forth into a song as we abundantly
utter the memory of his great goodness. At sight of his amazing love we
magnify the Lord, and ask others to magnify him with us, that we may
exalt his name together. This isas it should be: let it be so now. Oh,
you that have tasted of the Lord’s rich grace in the hour of trouble
praise him at this good hour: let the hallelujahs of your soul go up to
him in the courts of the Lord’s house. If you cannot speak out your
praise, let it wait for God in Zion, and unto him let the vow be per-
formed. Let your expressive silence mean the praise which you cannot
sound forth with your tongue. The Holy Spirit who maketh inter-
cession in us with groanings that cannot be uttered, will also put into us
praises inexpressible by words.

As we saw in the reading of this chapter, the prophet seems to take
wing as he proceeds: he rises from note to note, as if like David
he said “ Selah ”’; lift up the strain. He makes each note more high,
more sweet, more loud than those which preceded it: for he sings unto
him that doeth great things for his people. The climax isin this verse :
“The people that dwell therein shall be forgiven their iniquity.” One of
the highest notes of praise which we can ever raise unto God is that
which tells of pardoning love. Note the opening of the one hundred
and third Psalm— Bless the Lord, O my soul; who forgiveth all thine
iniquities, who healeth all thy diseases.” Our text is another form of
that verse : “The inhabitant shall not say, I am sick: the people that
dwell therein shall be forgiven their iniquity.” Healing and forgive-
ness are placed in happy conjunction, and both bestowed on the
Lord’s people when they looked not for them.

I shall speak upon our text thus, if the Holy Spirit will help me.
First, thers is such a thing as present forgiveness—< The people that dwell
therein shall be forgiven their iniquity.” Secondly, with this forgiveness
there comes the removal of the consequences of sin— The inhabitant shall
not say, I am sick.” And, thirdly, this makes a remarkable change n
the language of the favoured people—*The inhabitant shall not say,
I am sick” They shall be so greatly blessed that their language shall
lose its complaining tone ; they shall no longer sigh and lament : they
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shall now have other things to talk about than their own infirmities and
sufferings. ** The inhabitant shall not say, I am sick, the people that
dwell therein shall be forgiven their iniquity.”

1. First, then, beloved, I introduce to you a topic upon which I am sure
you have no question ; but still it may do you good to be confirmed in
the acknowledged truth. THERE IS SUCH A THING AS THE PRESENT
FORGIVENESS OF SIN. “ The people that dwell therein shall be forgiven
their iniquity.”

There must be a present conscious enjoyable pardon of sin, else thers
would be no joy in the world for thoughtful minds. To the thoughtless
and careless there might be a flash in the pan, a noisy mirth as the
crackling of thorns under a pot ; but to the penitent, to the serious, to
the careful, where could there be a spark of joy if sin were unforgiven ?
‘When we once begin to feel what sin is, to discern its true nature, and
to understand the just punishment which must follow upon it, we cannot
rest under its condemnation. Though God should give us dainties from
day to day, and clothe us in scarlet and fine linen, and set us among the
princes of the earth, we should be restless, we should be wretched as
long as sin preyed upon our heart. Sin! Thiscasts darkness upon the
sun, eclipsing its meridian light. Sin is the blast which withers all the
flowers of life. Sin is the gall of bitterness; a drop of it would turn an
ocean of pleasure into wormwood. Sin would again blight Paradise,
could it be restored; yea, it would turn heaven into hell could it enter
there. Sin is a burden which an awakened conscience cannot bear; it
crushes the spirit into the dust, and threatens further to bear it down,
even to the lowest hell. But when sin is pardoned, then our hymn
which we have just now been singing leaps joyfully to our lips—

“ Now, oh joy! my sins are pardoned.”

Is not this a necessary ingredient in that overflowing cup which the
Lord puts to the lips of his redeemed ones? “Therefore being justified
by faith, we have peace with God through Jesus Christ our Lord”; but
without that justification there can be no peace, and no enjoyment of
life. Believers are spoken of as a blessed people who joy in God: they
are bidden to réjoice evermore: the apostle saith, “ Rejoice in the Lord
alway : and again I say, Rejoice.” Such rejoicing would be impossible
if sin were not pardoned; and therefore we conclude that sin may be
pardoned, that it may be pardoned now, and that we may know it. If
forgiveness is essential to a state of mind which we are exhorted to
exhibit, then forgiveness may be enjoyed at this present hour.

Further, dear brethren, there must be forgiveness of sin, else the main
motive and fountain of love would be dried up. Forgiveness begets
gratitude, gratitude creates love, and love brings forth holiness. She
that washed the Saviour's feet with tears and wiped them with the hairs
of her head, would she have done it if she had not loved much because
she felt that much had been forgiven her ? The motive power of action
to a believing man lies hard by the realization that God for Christ’s sake
hath forgiven his iniquities. %Vhen 1 see my Lord, his own self, bearing
my sins in his own body on the tree, and blotting out my faults for ever
by his death, then my spirit glows with love, my eyes stream with tears,
my heart dedicates itself wholly to Jesus, and my life begins to show the
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effect of my inward emotion. Sin forgiven leads to sin forsaken. Is it
not so ? Doubt whether you are forgiven, and what canyoudo? Can
you preach a gospel which has not brought you pardon? Can you go
into the Sunday-school to try and bring little children to a Christ who
has not forgiven you your sins ? But understand that through the one
great sacrifice your iniquities are for ever pardoned, and then you must
love the great Sacrifice, and you must praise the Lord who gave him to
die for your sins. Is not this the song of the perfected : “ Unto him
that loved us, and washed us from our sins in his own blood, unto him
be glory for ever and ever” ? There must be a consciousness of forgive-
ness, or our lives will be limp, weak, purposeless.

It must be 8o, that sin can be pardoned and that we can know it, else
we should be always in bondage through fear of death. In what jeopardy
should we stand every hour, since we might at once sink into
hell! The prospect of death, how terrible wonld it be to us if sin still
accused us unto God! Many of us now contemplate the approach of
death with a calm, quiet patience of hope. As our years advance, we
are not distressed with the thought that the time of our departure draws
dally nearer. This world is not our rest, and we do not desire to live
always. We anticipate the hour when we shall

« Qur body with our charge lay down,
And cease at once to work and live,”

But how could this be if we enjoyed no sense of pardoned sin ? It has
been my intense delight to be with many members of this church in
the hour of their departure, and I have invariably found them rejoicing
in hope. I have sometimes heard them sing, and I have joined in their
holy hymn ; more often I have heard their steady calm avowal of their joy
in the prospect of being *for ever with the Lord”: but how could this
have been if sin had not been pardoned? Is not this trae which we sing—
¢ If sin be pardon’d, I'm secure;
Death hath no sting beside:
The law gives sin its damning power;
But Christ, my ransom, died " ?

« The sting of death is sin,” and you cannot take away the sting of death
if sin be not taken away. There could be no looking forward with ex-
pectancy, if there were no acceptance in Christ. It would be impossible
to be in a strait, as Paul was, when he said, “For I am in a strait
betwixt two, having a desire to depart, and to be with Christ; which is
far better.” To be willing to be offered up, and joyfully to say, ¢ The
time of my departure is at hand,” would be utterly impossible if believers
did not know, and know of a certainty, that their sins are all forgiven.
Once we cried, “ Wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow”: we were
not in error in that prayer; and now, that we have been washed, and
have heard our Master say, “Ye are clean every whit,” we are not de-
luded. *We have joy in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom
we have received the atonement.” We say at this hour, “ O Lord,
I will praise thee: though thou wast angry with me, thine anger ig
turned away, and thou comfortedst me.” Has not the Lord declared, “I,
even I, am he that blotteth out thy transgressions for mine own sake,
and will not remember thy sins”? Yes, great Lord, it is even g0}
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“There is forgiveness with thee that thou mayest be feared.” There
i a city whose inhabitants are forgiven their iniquities. Blessed be the
Lord who passeth by the trespasses of his people.

Once more: there must be forgiveness, for else the whole system of
grace would be & dead letler, and its glorious privileges would be mere
shells without a kernel. Where would be salvation itself without par-
don? How could we be saved from our sins if not forgiven ? What
glorious gospel could there be if sin could not be cancelled ?  'We read of
our Lord Jesus Christ, that « to as many as received him, to them gave
he power to become the sons of God, even to them that believe on his
name.” But how can we be sons under condemnation ? How shall I
reckon myself to be a beloved child if my Father is still my judge, and
holds over me the sword of justice ? “Thy sins which are many are
forgiven thee,” is necessary before the spirit of adoption can enter, to
make us cry, “Abba, Father.” There is certainly no possibility of
acceptance or justification while sin is unforgiven. I have shown you
already that there is no motive to seek sanctification if we are hopelessly
condemned for sin. 'What is even the gift of Christ himself if he does
not put away our sin ? The whole of the blessings of the gospel seem
to me to have lost their charm unless, first of all, there is cleansing from
all iniquity.

Let us now bend our thoughts to a consideration of this great blessing
as it is treated of in this chapter. It 4s plainly promised in the text :
“The people that dwell therein shall be forgiven their iniquity.” Nor
is this a lone word : the like is often declared. I will not occupy your
time by quoting the many passages of Scripture in which the pardon of
sin is expressly promised. Is it not in the covenant, “I will forgive
their iniquity, and I will remember their sin no more” ? *He that
believeth is justified from all things from which he could not be justi-
fied by the law of Moses,” Pardon is a promised blessing. It is God’s
prerogative to forgive, and he delights to exerciseit. He saith expressly,
*“I will pardon them whom I reserve.” He hath pardoned, he doth
pardon, he will pardon. So stands the covenant of love.

If we wish to obtain this free pardon ¢ will be granted in answer to
prayer. Read the second verse: “Q  Lord, be gracious unto us.”
This is short, but full. There is sound doctrine in that cry. ¢ The
people that dwell therein shall be forgiven their iniquity ” is a suitable
answer to that petition. If you want pardon of him who is waiting to
be gracious, seek it. It is to be had without money and without price
by the man who will stretch out his empty hand to take it. It is all of
grace. If thou wilt have it God is ready tu grant it in answer to thy
humble cry. “ Where sin abounded, grace doth much more abound.”
The Lord Jesus is exalted on high “ to give repentance and remission of
sins.” “If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our
sins.” Go to your knees, and see if the Lord will not be gracions unto
you.

Pardon 13 given in connection with the exaltation of God. Read the
fifth verse: “ The Lord is exalted.” He does not grant this forgive-
ness until we begin to recognize that he is a great God and a Saviour.
‘We must see that he is great in justice, and we must bow in penitence,
and honour that iustice; and then we must get some thought of the






