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¢“They are a very froward generation, children in whom is no faith.”’——Deutero-
nomy xxxii. 20. 3
¢ Blessed is that man that maketh the Lorp his trust.”’—Psalm xlI. 4.

THESE two texts will serve to show the different estimate which God has
of unbelief and of faith. He says of unbelievers, in my text taken from
Deuteronomy, “ They are a very froward generation, children in whom
is no faith ”’; as much as to say, that the absence of faith proves them
to be froward, presumptuous, wilful, disobedient ; a people at cross pur-
poses with God. He says not only that they are perverse and froward,
but he adds an emphatic word—* they are a wvery froward generation,
children in whom is no faith.” The second text most clearly shows us
that God has a high approbation for faith ; for he himself by the Holy
Ghost says, “ Blessed is that man that maketh the Lord his trust.” Here,
then, we have set before us a great evil to which we are sadly inclined,
and a great grace which we greatly need. May God the Holy Spirit work
faith in us by his own gracious power! Alas, it is still true that “all
men have not faith.” Kven when an apostle preached, we read of the
congregation that some believed the things which were spoken, and
some believed not. There is that division among you at this time.
Oh, that unbelievers may become believers before this service ends !

I will tell you what I shall be driving at this morning: I have a
special character in view, and I long to be made useful to persons of
that sort. Outspolen and naked unbelief the most of you abhor. Should
unbelief display itself in its real hideousness, you who have been
brought up religiously would be startled at its approach, would close the
door immediately, and bolt it fast lest such a demon of the deep should
gain an entry into your souls. Consequently, unbelief when it attacks
the regular hearer of the gospel takes care to disguise itself. It feigns
to be something other than it is. It does mot walk abroad in all
its natural deformity, but it approaches us as the Gibeonites came near
to Israel when “they did work wilily, and went and made as if they
had been ambassadors.” There are those here who do not doubt for a
moment the existence or goodness of God, neither have they any question
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about the inspiration and infallible truth of Holy Seripture; and yet
they are entertaining within their hearts an unbelief which doth eat as
doth a canker. A deadening unbelief is upon thein, so that they abide
in darkness, and take no pains to come into the light. Yet they do not
condemn themselves, but rather look for pity as though it were their in-
firmity and not their fault. To them unbelief acts like Jezebel when
she tired her head and painted her face. Oh, that my words could strip
off the disguise of this evil thing! Of this most deceitful form of
unbelief I would say, as Jehu said of Jezebel, “ Throw her down”; and
then I would cry,—Go see now this cursed thing and bury it, for it is
a horrible evil. That which prevents men from finding salvation by
putting their trust in the Lord Jesus Christ is an enemy so hateful
and malicious that no quarter must be given to it; no excuse must be
made for it; it must be utterly destroyed from under heaven.

Dear friend, you tell me that you are by no means an infidel or a
sceptic, and yet you do not believe so as to find peace with God. You
tell me that you cannot believe, which is a confession that you are so
false at heart that you cannot believe the truth. It is well that you
should own to this gross depravity ; but I havereason to fear that you are
hardly conscious of the horrible nature of the crime which you acknow-
ledge. I beg you to lay to heart this fact, that unless you have faith in
Jesus you will perish just as surely as if you were an open denier of the
word of God and a reviler of his Son. There are, doubtless, degrees in
the terribleness of the punishment, but there are no degrees in the cer-
tainty of the fact that every unbeliever will be shut out from the blessing
of the gospel of Christ. “He that believeth on the Son hath everlasting
life : and he that believeth not the Son shall not see life ; but the wrath of
God abideth on him.” I want you to remove every flattering unction
from your souls, and to know of a surety that “he that believeth not is
condemned already, because he hath not believed in the name of the only~
begotten Son of God” (Johniii. 18.) Dream not that because you do not
happen to be an avowed atheist, or deist, or agnostic, that therefore your
own form of unbelief is harmless. We read of Israel in the wilderness
that “ they could not enter in because of unbelief;” yet they were not.
atheists. A passive unbelief will ruin a man as surely as an active
infidelity. Suppose that an enemy is on this side of a river destroying
everybody. To find safety the river has to be crossed, and there is but
one bridge. Yonder man declares that he will never go over such
a bridge; he does not believe in it; he asserts that it is a rotten
old thing, which would break down under his weight. e hates
the structure; he will not call it a bridge at all; he ridicules all
who venture upon it. It is clear that he will stay on this side the
river, and die by the pursuer’s sword. He is the type of the avowed.
sceptic. But where are you? You say with unfeigned distress, “I
am horrified to hear that man talk so of that excellent bridge ; I believe
that it is well constructed, and that it has carried hundreds of thousands
over. I cannot bear to hear a word said against it, for my dear father and
mother found refuge by crossing it, and they are now in the land of peace.”
Yet you do not escape by that bridge yourself, though well aware of your
danger! Do you answer, “ Well, I do not feel worthy to go overit.” Why,
that is nonsense ; it is as if you should say, I cannot swim, and therefore:
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will not cross over the river by means of the bridge. Your vnworthiness
cannot be a reason for refusing to accept a free salvation ; on the con-
trary, it is a reason why you should accept it at once. However, it matters
little what your excuse may be ; you will perish for ever if you do not be-
lieve in Jesus.

Talke another illustration. A fatal disease is abroad, and a remedy
has been discovered of the most effectual kind. One man denounces
the medicine, the physician who invented it, and the apothecaries who
distribute it: he can hardly find words enough in the dictionary with
which to express his contempt for what he calls a monstrous quackery.
He will evidently receive no benefit from the medicine. That is not
your case: you are of guite another mind. You esteem the medicine,
reverence the physician, and even feel an affection for the apothecaries
who distribute'it. No question about the matter has ever crossed your
mind ; on the contrary, you are an advocate for the great remedy, and
believe firmly that it has healed multitudes of persons. Why da you not
lake the wholesomas draught yourself¢ You tell me that you are trying
to get better; and that you do not quite see how the medicine can heal
you. This shaws that you mistrust the power of the medicine to heal
you, just as you are, You will derive no more benefit from it than the
other man who rails at it. It is quite impossible that any man should
receive the blessing which comes through the atoning blood of Christ
unless he has faith ; and whether he goes to the length of an utter
contempt of the great Sacrifice, or stands off from it because he does
not feel as he could desire, he will surely die without forgivemess. Out
of Christ the doom of eternal wrath will fall on you, whether near to
the kingdom or far off from it.

T want to talk with those unbelieving people who are not avowedly
sceptical.  Some of these I have seen, and I know that they are a
numerous class. They are very sincere, and are really seeking after
salvation ; but the one thing which they refuse to do is to believe in the
Lord Jesus. They will not trust their God, they will not believe in the
promise which he has made to usin Christ Jesus. They would suffer
any penance, they would give anything they possess, they would cut off
their right arm, they would consent to lose their eyes, if they might but
be saved; but this one matter of trust in God and accepting his way of
salvation is the point in which they quarrel with the Most High. Upon
this matter, in which the Lord will assuredly never yield to them, they
stand out very obstinately, and so prove that they are “a very froward
generation, children in whom is no faith.” If they would obtain the
Lord’s blessing, the only way to it is faith. O, that they would hold
out no longer, for “ Blessed is that man that maketh the Lord his trust.”

I. Tobegin, then: our first statement is, UNBELIEF IS FROWARDNESS—
“They are a very froward generation, children in whom is no. faith.”
One very frequent disguise of unbelief is that of humility. “I feel
myself such a great sinner; I feel so much evil to be in my heart ;.
I dare not believe in Jesus!” If you judged by appearances you might
think this unbelief very modest; but, indeed, 1t is not so. 1t imitates
the tome of humility, but it cannot catch the accent. This deceptive
vice dares to hint that the sinner’s unworthiness is a reason why Jesus
should not be trusted. What, would any man tell me that his own
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wickedness is a reason why he should distrust me 2 That would be too
absurd. Because you are such a sinner, is God therefore a deceiver, and
not to be trusted? This is not humility, but audacity. Our fearing to
trust the promise of God because we are evil is a most perverse piece of
wickedness. Surely, God is true, even if we are liars; and our false-
hood does not make him false, or deprive him of his right to be believed

Do we dare to tell him that he cannot save when he assuredly promises
to save us if we trust him? Do we deny his willingness to save when
he sends us gracious invitations, and entreats us to turn to him? This
is insolence, and not penitence. However great a sinner you may be,
there is forgiveness with God that he may be feared, for * all manner of
sin and blasphemy shall be forgiven unto men.” Do not deny this.
Do not be so profanely bold as to give the lie to Jesus.

Unbelief claims to be so timid. It cries, “I am afraid to come to Christ,
afraid to trust him with my soul.” This is not true fear, but an evil
pride. The voice is the voice of Jacob, but the hands are the hands
of Esau. The sound is that of an amiable timorousness, but the spirit
is that of frowardness. Friends, if you truly feared God you would
tremble at the idea of distrusting him. It is a very daring act of impiety
to question any promise of the Most High ; it is the height of rebellion
to deny the power of the death of his dear Son. That kind of
timidity and humility is to be shunned and to be abhorred which dares
to make God’s love a dream, and his mercy a fiction. Since the Lord’s
mercy endureth for ever, since Jesus has never yet cast out a soul that
has come to him, it is folly to talk of being afraid to come to him.
Dread doubting ; but fear not to trust your God.

Unbelief is a very froward thing ; we repeat the statement, and go on
to prove it, because, in the first place, ¢ gives Glod the lie. Can any-
thing be worse than this? God saith, “ Believe on the Lord Jesus
Christ and thou shalt be saved,” and the unbeliever replies, ““ I cannot
believe that Jesus will save me.” That is to say, translating it into
plain English:—You do not think that God speaks the truth; you do
not believe that God is able to make his promises good to you. You
do, in effect, imagine that he has said a great deal more than he means,
or promised more than he is able to perform. At any rate, you think it
unsafe to trust him with your soul. I do heseech you, if you must
transgress, do not select a sin so presumptuous and so provoking as the
sin of denying the trath of the Most High. “He that believeth not God
hath made him a liar; because he believeth not the record that God gave
of his Son. And this is the record, that God hath given to us eternal
life, and this life is in his Son.” Oh, you poor, timorous soul, as some
would call you, I may not flatter you, or excuse you, for I am afraid
you must be very proud or you would not look the great Father in the
face, and say, “ Thou wilt not receive me if I come back to thee like the
prodigal child”’; when again and again he invites you to return, and
promises to receive you. O soul, can you dare to look up to the cross
of Jesus and say, “ There is no life in a look at the Crucified One for
me”? Can you even think of the Holy Spirit, and then say that he has
no power to change a heart so black and hard as yours? Oh that this
miserable slander of God and of his Christ might be stopped!

Again, unbelief is great frowardness because it rofuses God's way of
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salvation. No man can read the Scriptures without seeing that God’s
way of salvation is not by works nor by feelings, but by trusting in the
Son of God, who has offered a full atonement for sin. Now the sinner
says, “ Lord, I would do or suffer anything if I might thereby be
saved.” God’s answer is, “ Trust in my Son’’; and this is put into a
great many shapes to malke it plain. Jesus says, “ This is the work
of God,”—the highest and noblest work—*that ye believe on him
whom he hath sent”; but the soul wriggles away from this believing in
Jesus. It cries, “ Surely I must feel this, that, and the other.” Oh
foolish heart, stop all these vain observations, and listen to this one
thing—Believe in the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved. If
thou wilt make the Lord thy trust thou shalt be blessed; but if thou
wilt not thou art assuredly accursed, seeing thou hast rejected the blood
of the Eternal Sacrifice, refused the way of mercy which infinite love
has appointed, and done despite to the Spirit of God. To what a pitch
of madness hast thou reached! Thou wilt sooner destroy thine own
soul than treat thy God as thou wouldst treat an honest man! Thou
canst trust thy wife, thy husband, thy father, or thy friend ; but thou
wilt not trust thy Maker. Thou wilt sooner go to hell than trust thyself
with Christ. Ah me! Ah me!

Unbelief is a very froward thing, again, because ¢ very often makes un-
reasonable demands of God. When Thomas said, “Except I put my
finger into the print of the nails, and thrust my hand into his side, I
will not believe,” he was speaking very frowardly. I have heard the
sinner say, “ Oh, sir, if I could have a dream, if I could be broken down
with anguish, or if I could enjoy some remarkable revelation, then I
would believe God” ; this also is frowardness. And so thou darest look
the Eternal in the face and say, “Thou shalt be a liar to me unless
thou wilt gratify my whims and wishes, and do this or that to prove
what I admit to be true.” Will you say to your fellow-man, ¢ Sir, you
have offered to help me in this time of need ; I am quite willing to depend
upon you for that help, provided you will do it in my way ; but the way
which you propose for my assistance I utterly rejeci”? You will
probably turn your friend against you if you talk so. Beggars must
not be choosers—certainly not with God. It I mistrust a friend who
has been good to me all my life, it is an unjust thing; and if I tell
him that T cannot believe him unless he will do what I choose to demand
of him, I am insulting him. This towards man is evil ; but what is it
towards God?  What! must God do according to our mind, and play
the lackey to us, or else he shall be under this penalty, that we will not
believe his word nor accept his gracious forgiveness? Shame on
unbelief, that it should be so insulting to the God of heaven, before whom
angels bow with veiled countenances! Surely, the devil himself cannot
go further than unbelief; nor so far ; for he believes, and trembles.

Unbeliet is very froward, next, because st mdulges hard thoughts of
God. Why do you not trust your God to save you by the blood of
Jesus? Do you say that “ Salvation by faith is too good to be true” ?
Is anything too good to come from God, who is infinitely good? Is he
not love? Do you say, “ If I were to come to him he would not receive
me”? How darest thou say that when it is written, * Him that cometh
to me I will in no wise cast out”? Oh, I have so offended that if I






