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“This Le said to prove him: for he himsel! knew what he would do.""—John vi. 6.

OBSERVE, dear friends, how careful the Holy Spirit is that we should not
make a mistake about our Lord Jesus Christ. He knew that men
are liable to think too little of the ever blessed Son of God, and
that some, who call themselves Christians, nevertheless deny Christ’s
divinity, and are ever ready to forge an argument against the true
and real deity of the Saviour out of anything which appears to
limit his power or knowledge. Here is an instance of the care of the
Spirit to prevent our falling into an erroneous conclusion. Our Lord
consults with Philip, asking this poor disciple, ¢ Whence shall we buy
bread, that these may eat?” Some might therefore have inferred that
Jesus did not know what to do, but felt embarrassed. From this
they would argue that Jesus cannot be Almighty God, for surely
embarrassment i8 inconsistent with Omnipotence. Why should Jesus
consult with Philip if he knows all things? Now, the Holy Spirit
would have us beware of falling into low thoughts of our great Redeemer
and Lord, and especially of ever being so mistaken as to think that he
is not God ; therefore he plainly tells us, “this he said to prove Philip,
for he himself knew what he would do,” Jesus was not asking infor-
mation or taking counsel with Philip because he felt any doubt about
his line of procedure, or needed help from his disciple. He did not
want Philip to multiply bread, but he desired to multiply Philip’s faith.
Take heed, therefore, dear friends, that you never think little of the
S;a.viour, or impute any of his acts to motives that would lessen his
glory.

Learn here, too, that we, being very apt to make mistakes concerning
Christ, need daily that the Spirit of God should interpret Christ to us.
Jesus simply asks the question of Philip “ Whence shall we buy bread ?”
and we are at once in danger of drawing a wrong inference, and there-
fore the Holy Spirit tells us more about Christ that we may escape from
that danger. By giving us more insight into our Lord’s motives, he
prevents our misjudgisg his actions. We must have the Spirit of God
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with us, or we shall not know Christ himself. The only way to see the
sun is by its own light; and the only way to see Jesus is by his own
Spirit. Did he not himself say, ¢ He shall receive of mine, and shall
shew it unto you”? No man can call Jesus “ Lord ” but by the Holy
Ghost. The Spirit must come to each man personally, and reveal the
Son of God to him, and in him. Therefore, do not let us take up the
Bible and imagine that we shall at once understand it as we do another
book, but let us breathe the prayer that the Great Author of its letter
would himself give us grace to enter into its spirit, so as to know its
meaning and feel its power. Even with the infallible word before you,
you will miss your way, and fall into grievous error unless you are taught
of God. The mercy is that it is written, “All thy children shall be
taught of the Lord ”’; and again, “ We have an unction from the Holy
One, and know all things.” There is no knowing anything except by
that unction, and by that divine teaching. What dependent creatures
we are, since we make mistakes even about Jesus Christ himself unless
the Spirit of God is pleased to instruct us concerning him! ILead us
ever, O light of God!

Another thing we learn from the text before we plunge into it is, that
our divine Lord always has a rcason for everything that he does. Even
the reason of his asking a question may be found out; or, if we cannot
discover it, we may still be quite sure that there is a worthy reason. That
reason in Philip’s case certainly was not because of any want of wisdom in
himself, but there was a reason,—‘“This he said to prove him.” Now,
if there is a reason for all that Jesus asks, much more is there a reason
for all that he does. We cannot tell the reason of election—why this
man is chosen or that; but there is a reason, since God never acts un-
reasonably, though his reasons are not always revealed, and might not
be understood by us if they were. Sovercignty is absolute, but it is
never absurd. There is always a justifiable cause for all that God doces
in the kingdom of grace, though that canse is not the merit of the person
whom he favours, for merit there is none, In the matter of your pre-
sent trial and trouble, dear friend, you have been trying to spell out
the design of the Almighty, but without success. Know you not that
his ways are past finding out ? In all probability this side of eternity
you may never discover God’s purpose in your present trial, but that
he has a purpose is certain, and that purpose is a wise and kind one. It
is such as you yourself would delight in if you were capable of under-
standing it. If you could have a mind like that of God, you would
act as God does even in this matter which troubles you: at present
your thoughts are far below those of God, and therefore you err when
you try to measure his ways. If you have a quarrel with your
heavenly Father about a bereavement or a sickness; end it at once with
humble shame. There, child, if it ever comes to a question as to which
is right—a poor, ignorant, inexperienced youth, or a great, good, wise
Father—there cannot be a moment’s deliberation ; the Father’s will must
be better for the child than its own will. Be in subjection to the Father
of spirits, and live. Do believe in your Lord, and be quieted : Jesus knows
what he is doing, and why he is doing it. = For the loss of your health
there is a reason. For those pains of body, for that depression of spirit,
for that want of success in business, even for the permission of the cruel
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tongue of slander to inflict its wounds upon you, there is a reasoun; and
possibly that reason may lie in the words -of our text, * This he did
to prove him.” You must be tested. God does not give faith, or love, or
hope, or any grace without meaning to prove it. If a man builds a rail-
way-bridge, it is that engines may go over it, that so its carrying power
may be proved. If a man makes & road, it is that there may be traffic
over it, every rod of it will be proved by wheels and hoofs. If he only
makes a needle it must be tested by the work it can do. When the
pillars that now support these galleries were cast, they were made with
the object of supporting a great weight, and these twenty years they have
bravely endured the pressure: it would have been an idle thing to have
set them up and placed no weight upon them. So when God made you,
my brother, to be strong in the Lord he meant to try every ounce of
your strength ; for that which God makes has a purpose, and he will
prove it to see that it is equal to its design. I do not think that a
single grain of faith will be kept out of the fire ; all the golden ore must
go into the crucible to be tested. You have heard of the Birmingharr
froving-houses for the barrels of guns; now, the great Maker of be-
ievers proves all whom he makes in -his factory of grace with heavy
charges of affliction, and only those that can bear the test shall receive
his mark, When no other explanation of a providence can be found
you may always fall back upon the belief that—this he said and this he
did to prove you.

Let us at once come to the text, which seems to me to have much
comfort in it. May the Holy Spirit lead us into it.

First, here is a question for Philip—* Whence shall we buy bread,
that these may eat ?’—a question with a purpose. But, secondly, there
is no question with the Master, for he himself knew what he would do.
And, thirdly, if we enter into the spirit of the Master there will be an
end of questions with us, for we shall be perfectly satisfied that he knows
what he is going to do.

1. First, then, HERE IS A QUESTION FOR PHILIP, as there have been
many questions for us. Jesus put this question to Philip with the
molive of proving him in several points. He would thus try his faith.
As one has well said, *“ He wanted not food of Philip, but faith.,” = The
Master enquires, “ Whence shall we buy bread, that these may eat?”
What will Philip say? If Philip has strong faith he will answer,
¢ Great Master, there is no need to buy bread; thou art greater than
Moses, and under Moses the people were fed with manna in the wilder-
ness ; thou hast but to speak the word, and bread shall be rained
around the host, and they shall be filled.” If Philip had possessed great
faith he might have replied, “ Thou art greater than Elisha, and Elisha
took a few loaves and ears of corn and fed therewith the sons of the
prophets. O wonder-working Lord, thou canst do the same.” If Philip
had displayed greater faith still, he might have said, “ Lord, I do not
know where bread is to be bought, but it is written, ¢ Man ghall not live
by bread alone.’ Thou canst refresh these people without visible bread:
thou canst satisfy their hunger and fill them to the full, and yct
they need not eat a single mouthful; for it is written, ¢ By every word
that preceedeth out of the mouth of God shall man live.’ Speak
thou the word, and they will be at once refreshed.” This question,
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therefore, was put to prove Philip’s faith, It did prove it, and
proved it to be very little, for he began calculating his pennyworths
—*One, two, three, four.” No; I will not count two hundred, but that
is what Philip did. He began counting pennies, instead of looking to
Omnipotence. Did you ever do the same, dear friend, when you have
been tried? Did you get reckoning up and counting coppers, instead
of looking to the eternal God and trusting in him? 1 fear that few
of us cun plead exemption from this failure, since even Moses once fell
into unbelieving calculations. “ And Moses said, The people among
whom I am, are six hundred thousand footmen ; and thou hast said, I
will give them flesh, that they may eat a whole month, Shall the flocks
and the herds be slain for them, to suffice them ? or shall all the fish
of the sea be gathered together for them, to suffice them ?”” Remember
God’s answer to his anxious servant, “ And the Lord said unto Moses,
Is the Lord's hand waxed short ? thou shalt see now whether my word
shall come to pass unto tiiee or not.” Even so shall we sce the faith-
fulness of God, but if we are unbelieving we may Kave to see it in a
way which will painfully bring home to us our sin in having distrusted
our Lord.

The question was meant, no doubt, to prove Philip’s love, and he
could endure that test better than he could stand the other; for he
loved Jesus cven though he was slow of heart to believe. In many
truc hearts there is more quiet love than active faith. I am sorry that
there should be little faith, but thankful that there should be more
love, The Saviour seemed to say, “Philip, I want these people
fed. Will you come to my help init? Whence shall we buy bread ?
I am going to associate you with me, Philip. Come, now, how shall
we do the work ?”  Philip loves his Master, and therefore he is quite
ready to consider the matter, and to give at least the benefit of his
arithmetic. He says, “Lord, two hundred pennyworth is not suffi-
cient.”” His Master did not ask him what would nof be sufficient, but
what would be; but Philip begins calculating the negative question—
which question I also am afraid that you and I have often calculated.
Even to give each one in the crowd a little could not be done under two
hundred pence : is it not clear that our resources are inadequate ? That
is always a depressing and unpractical question to go into.  Poor Philip
counts up what would not be suflicient for all, and leaves the Lord all-
sufficient out of the reckoning. Still, even in that calculation he showed
his love for his Master. If he had not been full of love and esteem
for Jesus he would have said, “My Lord, it is idle to go into
that: we are a poor company : we have a trifle of money given us every
now and then, and I do not quite know how it goes, perhaps Judas
does: but I am persuaded that there is not enough in the bag to feed
these multitudes, even if there were bakers’ shops in the neighbourhood
at which we could buy loaves.” But Philip did not thus answer. No;
he had too much reverence and too much love for Jesus for that;
he failed in his faith, but he did not fail in his love. It will be well
for us to love our Lord so much that we never speak of his gracious
plans as being visionary, nor judge them to be impossible. Jesus
never proposes Quixotic schemes, and we must never allow the idea
to cross our minds¢ even the conquest of the world to truth and






