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*‘So Moses the servant of the Lord died there in the land of Moab, according to the
word of the Lord.”’—Deuteronomy xxxiv. §

WHAT an honourable title! Moses is distinguished as « the servant of
Jehovah.” He was this of choice, for he willed to be the servant of God
rather than to be great in the land of the Pharaohs. Such he was most per-
severingly throughout the whole of his life. Such he was most intensely,
for he waited upon God for his directions, as a servant waits upon his
master; and he endeavoured to do all things according to the pattern
which was shown him in the holy mount. Though he was king in
Jeshurun, he never acted on his own authority, but was the lowly-
instrument of the divine will. Moses was faithful to God in all his
house, as a servant. You neither see him overstepping his office nor
neglecting it. His reverence for the Lord’s name was deep ; his devotion
to the Lord’s canse was complete, and his confidence in the Lord’s word
wasg constant. He was a true servant of God from the time when he
was appointed at the burning bush until the hour when he surrendered
his keys of office to his successor, and climbed the appointed mount to
die. Oh that you and I may so live as to approve ourselves servants of
God! Unto as many as have received him our Lord Jesus has given
power to become the sons of God, and this is our great joy ; but as sons
we aspire to serve our Father, even as his great First-born Son has done,
who took upon himself the form of a servant that he might accomplish
his Father’s good pleasure for his church. Let us with good will do
service unto our Father who is in heaven, seeing it is but our reasonable
service that we should lay out ourselves for him who has made us his
sons and daughters. Redeemed from the slavery of sin, let us, as the
Lord’s freemen, ery unto him henceforth, “ O Lord, truly I am thy
servant; I am thy servant, and the son of thine handmaid : thon hast
loosed my bonds.”

But servant of God as Moses was, ke must die. It is the common lot
of men. Only two have passed out of this world into the abodes of
glory without fording the stream of death. Moses is not one of the two.
Xiven had he crossed the Jordan into Canaan, he would in due course
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have died in the land. We might have expected that he would live
on till the people were settled in Canaan ; but it seemed right unto
the Lord God that on account of his one slip he should die outside of
the Promised Land, like the rest of the people. Caleb and Joshua
alone of all that generation who came out of Egypt were permitted to
possess the land towards which they had journeyed for forty years.
If that one offence lost him the privilege of entering the earthly Canaan,
there may have been still more powerful reasons why he should not
enter the heavenly Canaan without experiencing the change of death.
He must not make a third with Enoch and Elias, but he must die and
be buried. Such will probably be our lot in due season. Brethren, it
may be that we shall not die, our Lord Jesus may come before we fall
asleep ; but if he do not come speedily, we shall find that it is appointed
unto all men once to die. We shall pass from this world unto the
Father by that common road which is beaten hard by the innumerable
feet of mortal men. Since we must die, it is well to meditate upon the
solemn future. Moses shall be our teacher in the art of dying. We
will consider his decease, in the hope that so our fears may be removed,
and our desires may be excited. There is a Pisgah where we must
yield up the ghost, and be gathered to our fathers : may we climb to it
as willingly as did Moses, the servant of God!

The manner of Moses’ death is exceedingly remarkable. T suppose
that no subject presents a finer field for cratory than the sublime decease
of the prophet ; but we have nothing to do with oratory : our object is
spiritual and practical profit. Poets might well expend their noblest
powers in depicting this strange scene of the man of God alone on the
mountain’s brow, with the view of Canaan at his feet, and himself in
holy rapture passing away into the eternal state. We are not poets,
but simple believers, desiring to learn some holy lesson from the death
of one who, thongh the greatest of men, knew no higher honour than
to be the servant of the Lord. Oh that the Spirit of grace and truth,
who has come to us by Christ Jesus, may help us to find instruction in
the death of him who brought the law from the mouth of God to men !

I. We are told in the text that *“ Moses the servant of the Lord died
there in the land of Moab, according to the word of the Lord.” This I
shall read, first, as meaning that Moses died on Pisgah, ACCORDING TO
THE WARNING OF THE LORD.

His dealh was long foreseen. Moses knew some time before that he
must die without setting foot in Canaan. Read in the first chapter of
Deuteronomy his own account of the sin of the people at Meribah, and
the Lord’s sentence there and then pronounced : “Surely there shall not
one of these men of this evil generation see that good land, which I
sware to give unto your fathers, save Caleb, the son of Jephunneh ; he
shall see it, and to him will I give the land that he hath trodden upon,
and to his children, because he hath wholly followed the Lord. Also,”
adds Moses, * the Liord was angry with me for your sakes, saying, Thou
also shalt not go in thither.”

His death outside of the Promised Land did not come upon him at all
as a surprise. He had to see his sister Miriam, first of the great trio,
fall asleep ; and, next, he was called to go up to Mount Hor and disrobe
his brother Aaron of his priestly garments which he placed upon Eleazar,
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his son. Moses had also to see the whole of the generation that came
out of Egypt with him buried in the wilderness. The ninetieth psalm
is his, and it is a sort of Dead March ; fit hymn for a nation whose
track was marked by countless graves. Because of unbelief * their
carcases fell in the wilderness.” Only Caleb and Joshua remained,
the sole survivors of the great host which crossed the Red Sea. The
Great Lawgiver had thus abundant pledges of his own departure, and
he must have had in his brother’s death a rehearsal of his own. Have
not we also had many warnings ? Are we ready ?

Concerning his death in the land of Moab, it is natural to remark
that o was exceedingly disappointing. He had been for forty years
engaged in leading the people to the land of promise : must he die
when that country was within a day’s march ? It was his life’s work,
for which he had been prepared by forty years in Egypt, where he
became learned in all the wisdom of the Egyptians; and by another
forty years in the solitary wilderness, where he kept sheep and held
high fellowship with God. His third forty years had been spent in
freeing Israel from Egypt, training them to become a nation, and
conducting them to the land of promise: must he now expire before the
nation entered in? What years his had been! What a life was
that of Moses! How glorious was the man who had confronted
Pharaoh, and broken the pride of Egypt! How tried and troubled a
man had he been while called to carry all that nation in his bosom, and
care for them as a shepherd careth for his sheep! His was a task that
well-nigh broke him down ; and had not the man Moses been made very
meek by the indwelling Spirit of the Lord, and bad he not also been
graciously sustained by fellowship with God, his task had proved too
heavy even for him. Yet, after all that toil in fashioning a nation, he
must die before the long-expected conquest. It was a bitter dis-
appointment when first the sentence pierced his heart. He had known
one great disappointment before ; for Stephen tells us, that when he
smote the Egyptian, ¢ he supposed his brethren would have understood
how that God by his hand would deliver them : but they understood
not.” Then, when his brethren had refused him, he fled into the land
of Midian, a rejected leader, a patriot whose heroism had only brought
forth from his countrymen the contemptuous question, “ Who made thee a
prince and a judge over us?” But this denial of entrance into
Canaan was a greater disappointment still. To have toiled so long,
and to reap no harvest; to see the land, but not to enter it ; to bring
the tribes to the Jordan’s brink, and then to die in Moab after all : it
was a grievous disappointment. Brethren, are we ready to say as to
our most cherished hope, “Thy will be done”! Are we holding our
%1fe(;s dearest purpose with a loose hand ? It will be our wisdom so
o do.

Apparently it was a severe chastisement. His offence was but one,
and yet it excluded him from Canaan. We have not time to describe
in detail the sin of Moses. It would appear to have been a sin of
unbelief occasioned by his feeling so intensely for and with the people.
Moses was thoroughly knit to Israel. When they sinned he interceded
as for himself. When Jehovah made him the offer that he would make
of him a great nation, he declined it solely from his love to Isracl. He
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lived for the nation, and for the nation he died. Remember how once
he went so far as to say, “ If not, blot me, I pray thee, out of thy book
which thou hast written.” In every way he was of the people, bone of
their bone, and flesh of their flesh: Israel was hidden in his heart; and
out of that master passion of sympathy with the people came the weak-
ness which at last made him speak unadvisedly with his lips. They
strove with God; and though Moses never yielded a point to them in
that wicked contest, yet their unbelief so far influenced him that he
spake in anger, and said, “ Hear now, ye rebels; must we fetch you
water out of this rock ?” Then “the Lord spake unto Moses and Aaron,
Because ye believed me not, to sanctify me in the eyes of the children
of Israel, therefore ye shall not bring this congregation into the land
which I have given them” (Numb. xx. 12). Three times in the Book
of Deuteronomy Moses tells the people, “The Lord was angry with me
for your sakes.” It was not so much that which Moses did personally
which involved him in judgment, but he suffered because of his being
mixed up with Israel. As the Lord had spared the people aforetime for
Moses’ sake, it became necessary that, when he in any measure shared
in their great sin of unbelief, he should be chastened for their sake as
well as his own. His faith had saved them, and now his unbelief, being
backed by theirs, secures for him the sentence of exclusion from the
land.

My brethren, when I think of this severity of discipline towards so
faithful a servant as Moses, I do exceedingly fear and quake. Truly, ““ the
Lord our God is a jealous God.” We are sure that he is never unjust,
we are sure that he is never unduly severe: we do not for a moment
impugn the righteousness or even the love of our God in this or any
other act ; but he is terrible out of his holy places. How true it is
that he will be sanctified in them that come near to him! Behold and
wonder! That highly-favoured servant, Moses, though accepted always
in the economy of grace, yet must he come under the rule of the
house, and feel- the chastising hand if he transgresses. Hence the
sentence of exclusion is passed. As he had once joined that unbelieving
generation by manifesting a measure of hasty unbelief, he must now
share their doom, and die on Moab’s side of Jordan. ¢ Righteous art
thou, O Lord, and upright are thy judgments.” Oh for grace to behave
ourselves aright in thine house! Lord, teach us thy statutes, and keep
us in thy way.

Beloved, ¢ seemed a great calamity that Moses must die when he
did. He was an aged man as to years, but not as to condition. It is
true he was a hundred and twenty years old, but his father and his
grandfather and his great grandfather had all lived beyond that age,
two of them reaching a hundred and thirty-seven, so that he might
naturally have expected a longer lease of life. This truly grand old
man had not failed in any respect ; his eye was not dim, neither had his
natural force abated, and therefore he might have expected to live on.
Besides, it seems a painful thing for a man to die while he was capable
of so much work; when, indeed he was more mature, more gracious,
more wise than ever. The mental and spiritual powers of Moses were
greater in the latter days of his life than ever before. Notice his
wonderful song! Observe his marvellous address to the people! He






