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¢ Now consider how great this man mwas.”’—Hebrews vii. 4.

CoNsIDER how great Melchizedek was. There is something majestic
about every movement of that dimly-revealed figure. Hisone and only
appearance is thus fitly described in the Book of Genesis,—*“ And
Melchizedek king of Salem brought forth bread and wine : and he was
the priest of the most high God.” And he blessed him, and said, Blessed
be Abram of the most high God, possessor of heaven and earth : and
blessed be the most high God, which hath delivered thine enemies into
thy hand. And he gave him tithes of all.”” We see but little of him,
yet we see nothing little in him. He is here and gone, as far as the
historic page is concerned, yet is he “a priest for ever,” and it is
witnessed that he liveth.” ~Everything about him is on a scale majestic
and sublime,

“Consider how great this man was” in the combination of his
offices. ~ He was duly appointed both priest and king: king of
righteousness and peace, and at the same time priest of the Most High
God. It may be said of him that he sat as a priest upon his throne.
He exercised the double office to the great blessedness of those who were
with him ; for his one act towards Abraham would seem to be typical of
his whole life; he blessed him in the name of the Most High God.
* Consider how great this man was,” that he not only ruled his people
with righteousness and brought them peace, but he was their represen-
tative towards God and God’s representative to them ; and in each
character distributed divine blessings,

“ Consider how great this man was ” in the power of his benedictions.
Abraham had already been greatly blessed, so much so that he is
described as “ he that received the promises.” Yet a receiver of pro-
mises so great, a man with whom God had entered into solemn covenant,
was yet blessed by Melchizedek, “and without all contradiction the
less is blessed of the better.” This great man yet further blessed the
blessed Abraham, and the father of the faithful was glad to receive

benediction at his hands. No small man this: no priest of second
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rank ; but one who overtops the sons of men by more than head and
shoulders, and acts a superior's part among the greatest of them.

“Consider how great this man was” in his supremacy over all
around him. He met Abraham when he was returning as a conqueror
from the overthrow of the robber kings ; and the victorious patriarch
bowed before him and gave him tithes of the best of the spoil. Without
a moment’s hesitation the man of God recognized the priest of God, and
paid to him the tribute of a subject to the officer of a great king. In
Abraham’s bowing all the line of Aaronic priesthood did homage unto
Melchizedek ; for as the apostle saith, “Levi also, who receiveth tithes,
paid tithes in Abraham, for he was yet in the loins of his father when
Melchizedek met him.” So that all kings in Abraham, and all priests
in Abraham, did homage unto this man, who, as king and priest,
was owned to be supreme. “Consider how great this man was.”
‘When Paul had once proved that Melchizedek was greater than Abraham,
he felt that he had clearly proved him to be greater than all others, at
least to the Hebrews; for the seed of Abraham can recognize none
greater than Abraham ; and since Abraham by paying tithes acknow-
ledges his subordination to Melchizedek, it is clear that the priest of the
Most High God was the greatest of men.

“Consider how great this man was” as to the singularity of his
person, “ without father, without mother, without descent ”: that is to
say, we know nothing as to his birth, his origin, or his history. Even
this explanation hardly answers to the words, especially when it is added,
¢ Having neither beginning of days, nor end of life.” So mysterioas is
Melchizedek that many deeply-taught expositors think that he was
veritably an appearance of our Lord Jesus Christ. They are inclined to
believe that he was not a king of some city in Canaan, as the most of us
suppose, but that he was a manifestation of the Son of God, such as
were the angels that appeared to Abraham on the plains of Mamre, and
that divine being who appeared to Joshua by Jericho, and to the
three holy ones in the furnace. At any rate, you may well *consider
how great this man was” when you observe how veiled in cloud is
everything about his coming and going—veiled because intended to
impress us with the depth of the sacred meanings which were shadowed
forth in him. How much more shall this be said of him of whom we
ask—

“ Thy generation who can tell,
Or count the number of thy years ?"”

“ Consider how great this man was” in the speciality of his office.
He had no predecessor in his priesthood, and he had no successor. He
was not one who took a holy office and then laid it down ; but as far as
the historic page of Scripture is concerned we have no note of his
quitting this mortal scene ; he disappears, but we read nothing of his
death any more than of his birth. His office was perpetual, and passed
not from sire to son ; for he was the type of One “ who is made not after
the law of a carnal commandment, but after the power of an endless
life.”

¢ Consider how great this man was” in his being altogether unique.
There is another  after the order of Melchizedek,” the glorious Antitype
in whom Melchizedek himself is absorbed ; but apart from him Mel-
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chizedek is unique. Who can equal this strange, mysterious priest,
prophet, king, sent of the Most High God to bless the father of the
faithful ? He is altogether alone : he receives no commission from the
hands of men, nor from God by men ; and he does not transmit to a
successor what he had not received from a predecessor. Melchizedek
stands alone : one mighty crag, rising out of the plain; a lone Alp,
whose brow is swathed in cloud sublime. ¢ Consider how great this
man was;” but think not to measure that greatness.

1 shall leave you to that consideration; for my business this morning
is not with Melchizedek, but with a greater than he. I shall take my
text in its connection, but lift it up to a higher application. Beloved
friends, if Melchizedek was so great, how much greater is that man
whom Melchizedek represents! If the type is so wonderful what must
the Antitype be ! I invite you to consider “ how great ” is he of whom
it is written, * The Lord sware and will not repent, Thou art a priest for
ever after the order of Melchizedek.” I will not say ¢ Consider how
great this man was,” for there is no verb: the “ was” is inserted in
italics by the translators. We are to consider “how great this man.”
Say “was” if you will, but read also “7s,” and “ shall be.” Consider
how great this man was and is, and is to be, even the Man Christ
Jesus. ‘

And first, this morning, let me exhort you lo consider how great this
man is : then let me assist you fo consider how great this man is: and
then let us practically smprove our consideration of how great this man is,
trying to turn it to holy account as the Holy Ghost may enable us.

I. First, then, LET ME EXHORT YOU TO CONSIDER HOW GREAT THIS
MAN, THE LoRrD JEsUS CHRIST, IS.

This subject clatms your consideration. I donot think it should be a
matter of option with you whether you will now consider the greatness
of your Lord or not ; it is his due and right that you should consider his
greatness. For he of whom we speak,—* this man,” is one well known
among us. If you be true to your profession he is one most dear to
you, to whom you owe all things, aye, owe your very selves. He is one
between whom and you there is a troth plighted : you are espoused
unto him, your hearts are his, even as his heart is yours. If you do not
consider him, who will? He has loved you, and given himself for you.
Strangers may listen to our teaching at this time, and in vain we may
cry,

¥ “Is it nothing to you, all ye that pass by ?

Is it nothing to you that Jesus should die?

But you are no stranger, you are not even a guest in his house, but you
are a child living at home with him. He is your brother, and much
more ; for he is bone of your bone, and flesh of your flesh. All your
interests are wrapped up in him. You are one with him: by an endless
union, one. I claim, therefore, and I am sure you assent at once to the
claim, that you should often consider your Lord, and the greatness of
his nature, person, office, and work. His greatness should be your per-

etual theme. I would urge that all other thoughts should now be

anished, for this is your Lord’s own day, and therefore to him it should
be dedicated with glad consent. If you'are *in the Spirit on the Lord’s
day,” you will, like John in Patmos, give all your thoughts to the Son
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of Man who walketh among the golden candlesticks. I urge it on you
that you do now consider with your whole heart and mind, “how great
this man is.” Do you not consent to the claim ?

Certainly the subject needs consideration; for, dear friends, we shall
never gain an idea of how great he is unless we do consider, and con-
sider much, Here is a great deep, and it cannot be fathomed by the
thoughtless. You think you know Christ, and, blessed be his name,
you do know him in a sense; but do you know the thousandth part of
him? When the apostle Paul had known Christ for many years he
wrote to the Philippians, and he then expressed himself as desiring to
know Christ ; for though he knew him to his own personal salvation,
yet he felt that he did not know him to the full. He owned that he
knew the love of Christ, but he added, “it passeth knowledge.” Well
may each of us who has been for years a student at the Master's feet
exclaim, “I find myself a learner yet.” I suppose the saints who have
been in heaven now for thousands of years, and have been evermore
adoring him, are still students of him. This is the philosophy which
the most cultured mind shall never fully compass,—‘ God manifest in the
flesh.” “ Consider how great this man is!” This is a matter worthy
of continual research, and calling for profound thought. You must
weigh this subject, and turn it over, and meditate upon it the live-
long day. You must let it lie both day and night upon your hearts as
a bundle of camphire, perfuming the bosom in which it lies. You
must look, and look, and look, and look again: still looking unto Jesus.
The angels standing on the golden mercy-seat have ever their eyes bent
downward, desiring to look within; and that must be your posture. Oh,
you servants of the Lord, by looking to Jesus you began to live, by
looking to him you shall continue to live, and your life shall find
strength and growth. This sacred subject shall ever need more and
more consideration from you. Oh the depths of the love, and wisdom,
and glory of God in the person of Jesus Christ !

I go a little further, and say that not only does my subject claim your
consideration and need your consideration, but it solemnly commands
it. The text is not a mere piece of advice ; it is by inspiration that the
apostle bids you to-day out of this sacred page, ““ Consider how great
this man was.” He charges you to think of Melchizedek, but much
more would he have you remember Melchizedek’s Antitype. Oh, do
not, my brethren, do not need to be pressed to this divine study : love
it, never cease from it. Count every minute wasted in which you are
not learning more about Jesus. Reckon all other knowledge to be as
mere draff and dogs’ meat as compared with the knowledge of Christ
crucified. In these days of science, falsely 8o called, determine with the
apostle to know nothing among men save Jesus Christ and him crucified.
It is imperative upon you that you love the Lord your God with all your
heart, and all your soul, and all your mind; and that God in Christ
Jesus should call into exercise every faculty of your inner man, while,
with blended intellect and emotion, you consider how great he was.

Follow out this meditation, I pray you, because there is an exceeding
great reward for any man who will “ consider how great this man was.”
I find for myself that the only possibility of my living is living in Christ
and unto Christ. Look you about and try to live by the wisdom of
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man. Unstable a8 water and fickle as the wind is the prodact of
human wisdom. The history of philosophy, from the beginning until
now, is the history of fools; and never was folly so self-evident as in
the philosophy which is now dominant. I believe that within a century
it will be found impossible to make men believe that educated men were
ever so degraded as to accept the philosophy of the present hour; it
will seem to be so altogether absurd and contrary to all reason and
common sense, that it will be rejected with scorn as a popular delusion
of adark age. Even to-day this generation is kicking about like footballs
the philosophies of preceding ages, and we may rest assured that future
generations will do the same with the dotings of to-day. I find, there-
fore, that I must come back to the revelation of God. Here is a rock
beneath my feet—* God was in Christ, reconciling the world unto him-
gelf, not imputing their trespasses unto them.” Certain great facts con-
cerning God and his Christ have been made known to us by the Holy
Ghost, and these are infallibly sure. God’s revelation is true, whatever
man’s dreams may be. On the basis of revelation there is foothold. A
personal knowledge of Christ revealed by the Spirit is also a sure
matter. I get to Jesus, I speak to him, and meditate upon him, and
he rises before me greater than ever, till in his presence all the learning
of men condenses into folly. He is “ God only wise.” Ah, then I live
when he is all in all! My heart is glad and my glory rejoiceth when
I forget all else save Christ Jesus my Lord. Therefore, brethren, I say
that you shall find a great reward in full often coming near to your
Lord, and considering again and again how great he is.

Consider his greatness, and I again remind you that the blessing
comes only by consideration. I may speak to you this morning about
the greatness of my Master, but I shall not succeed in fully declaring it.
I am never more vexed with myself than when I have done my very best
to extol his dear name! What is it but holding a candle to the sun ?
What are my lispings compared with the lond acclamations which such
an one as he is might well expect from those who love him? You must
carefully consider, or you will miss the blessing. It will not be enough
for you to hear, or read; you must do your own thinking, and consider
your Lord for yourselves. You may even read the Bible itself without
profit, if you do not consider as well as read. The wine is not made by
gathering the.clusters, but by treading the grapes in the wine-vat: under
pressure the red juice leaps forth. Not the truth as you read it, but the
truth as you meditate upon it, will be a blessing to you. * Read, mark,
learn, and inwardly digest.” ¢ Consider how great this man was.”
Shut yourselves up with Jesus, if you would know him. “ Come, my
people, enter thou into thy chambers, and shut thy doors about thee
hide thyself ag it were for a little moment, until the indignation be
overpast.” In Christ there is shelter, and the more you consider him
the greater your peace will be. Come and lay your finger into the
prints of the nails, and thrust your hand into hig gside. Commune with
the personal Christ, who ever liveth ; and evermore “consider how
great this man was.”

Thus have I exhorted you to this duty; now let me try to hel
youinit. But what help will mine be unless the Divine Spirit be wibg
me, that the word spoken may be with power ?






