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“ For this purpose the Son of God was manifested, that he might destroy the works
of the devil.”—I John iii. 8.
Ix this chapter John makes a sharp and clear division of mankind into
two classes. He gives not even the slightest hint that there is, or ever
was, or ever can be a third class; but he describes men as being the
children of God or else the children of the devil, and tells us how the
two classes are made manifest (see verse 10). Now, this distinction
would not have been drawn by John so sharply if it had not existed ;
for he was a man of most loving heart and gentle spirit, and if he could
somewhere or other have found a space for neutrals, or what I call
“betweenites,” or people who come in midway between saints and
sinners, I am sure he would have doneit. No one could suspect John of
want of charity, and therefore as %e was convinced that no middle
position was possible, we may be quite clear upon that point, and at
once dismiss every theory which is meant to flatter the undecided. At
this day the world is still divided into children of God and children of
the evil one. This distinction ought never to be forgotten; and yet
thousands of sermons are preached in which it is quite ignored, and
congregations are commonly addressed as if they were all the people of
God. How shall we preach the truth if we begin by assuming a lie ?
Yet to assume that all our hearers are Christians is to begin with an
aror. Isit not highly probable that men will be built up in falsehood
if the very truth which is addressed to them is put in a false way?
No, my hearers, we cannot talk to you as all the people of God, for you
are not; some of you are the children of the wicked one, and though it
may not be pleasant to be told so, yet it is no business of ours to please
you. Our duty is to preach so as to please God and benefit the souls of
nen, and that can only be effected by an honest enunciation of matters
of fact. There is a definite and fixed line in the sight of God between
the living and the dead, between those who are born again and those
who abide in their fallen estate; between the spiritual and the carnal,
petween the believing and the unbelieving, There is a gulf fixed
between the two orders of men, which, blessed be God, can be passed,

but which nevertheless divides the whole race as though a vast chasm
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had oppned up in their midst, and set them apart from each other,
scparating them into two camps.

This important distinction ought to be observed in public prayer; and
this is a point in which we are dissatisfied with most liturgies, becansc
they are necessarily composed with the view of suiting both saints and
sinners, and, as a necessary result, they are not suitable for either. The
Joyous notes of confidence which are.becoming in the children of God
are left out because the ungodly could not use such expressions of
exultant faith; while, on the other hand, the wailing notes which are
most snitable to anxious souls are put into the mouths of men who by
the grace of God have long ago found their Saviour. Men walking
in full fellowship with the Lord are not correctly described as « miserable
sinners,” neither is it theirs to pray as if they had never found pardon
and life in Christ Jesus. It is impossible that public prayer should be
suitable for a mixed congregation unless a portion of it is evidently for
such as fear the Lord, and another portion for such as do not fear him.
I suppose it would be difficult, if not impossible, to compose a liturgy
for common use upon strictly truthfal principles; and yet that order
of public prayer which ignores the distinction between the regenerate
and the unregenerate must inevitably be mischievous to the souls of
men, In this matter the servant of the Lord must discern between
the precious and the vile, or he cannot be as God’s mouth.

If this distinction is to be thought of in preaching and in public
prayer, it should be specially considered in our personal religion. We
ought to know whose we are and whom we serve. We ought to know
the differences which the Lord has made by grace, and whether or not
he has made us to differ from the unrenewed. Iivery man in trade wishes
to be sure of his position, whether he is prospering or not ; and surely we
ought each one to know our position in that one great enterprise of life
which if it finds us bankrupt at the last must leave us so for ever. It is of
the utmost importance for a man to know whether he has been enlightened
or abideth in darkness, whether he is the slave of sin or the Lord’s free
man. Each man should know that he is either saved or lost, pardoned
or condemned : he may not sit down in peace in the deceitful hope that
though he may not be a child of God, he is nevertheless no heir of
wrath, for it cannot be; he is one thing or the other at this moment.
Every one is under the wrath of God unless he has believed in Jesus, and
50 has become accepted in the Beloved. Two seeds there are, and only
two—the seed of the woman and the seed of the serpent, and you, my
friend, belong to onc or other of these. ~John sums up the vital dis-
tinction when he writes, « He that hath the Son hath life; and he that
hath not the Son hath not life. And we know that we are of God, and
the whole world lieth in wickedness.” .

Let this stand as the preface of the sermon, for the spirit of it will ran
through my whole discourse. ) )

And now I come to the words of the text itself: «For this purpose
the Son of God was manifested, that he might destroy the works of the
devil.” We shall speak of four things: the works of the devil; the
purpose of God; the manifestation of the Son of God ; and the experience
within ourselves of the meaning of this text. Oh, for the aid of the Holy
Spirit, that we may think aright and speak with power.
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1. First, then, let us say a little upon THE WORKS OF THE DEVIL,

This very strong expression is descriptive of sin; for the preceding
sentence so interprets it. I will read the whole verse:—* He that com-
mitteth sin is of the devil; for the devil sinneth from the beginning.
For this purpose the Scn of God was manifested, that he might destroy
the works of the devil,”—that is, that he might destroy sin.

This name for sin is first of all @ word of defestation. Sin is so
abominable in the sight of God and of good men that its various forms
are said to be “the works of the devil.” Men do not like the idea of
having any connection with the devil, and yet they have a most intimate
connection with him until they are made anew by the Spirit of God.
‘When it was supposed in a superstitions age that a man had commerce
with the devil he was abhorred or feared, and most properly so: he
that is in league with Beelzebub has forfeited all right to honour. Yet
let every man know that if he lives in sin his actions are called by the
Holy Spirit *“ the works of thedevil.” Satan is “the spirit that now worketh
in the children of disobedience.” Think of that, ye ungodly ones, the
devil is at work in you, as a smith at his forge. Is it not a shocking
thought that if I am living in sin I am the bondslave of Satan, and I am
doing his work for him? If the devilbe in the heart the whole life will
be more or less tainted by the presence of that arch-enemy of God and
man. Do not laugh at sin, then; do not dare to trifle with it, for it is
dangerous and deadly, because it is of the devil, from whom no good
thing can ever come. O, if men could but see the slime of the serpent
upon their pleasurable sins, the venom of asps upon their dainty lusts,
and the smoke of hell upon their proud and boastful thoughts, surely
they would loathe that which they now delight in! If sin connects us
with the devil himself, let us flee from it as from a devouring lion. The
expression is a word of detestation: may it enter into our hearts and
make sin horrible to us.

Next, it is @ word of distinction : it distinguishes the course of the
ungodly man from the life of the man who believes in the Lord Jesus.
For he that is of God doeth the works of God—his life is the work of
God, it is a life which has much that is God-like about it, and he is
upheld by the power of God, the ever blessed Spirit. But the ungodly
man’s life is very different—he lives for himself, he seeks his own plea-
sure, he hates all that oppose him, he is up in arms against the Lord,
and his truth, and all that is pure and good : his spirit is not the spirit
of God, but of the evil one. "There is a radical distinction between the
gracious and the graceless, and this comes out in their works: the one
works the works of God and the other the works of the devil. I know
that this doctrine is not pleasant, but it is true, and therefore it must be
plainly stated. I hear one say, “Look at me; am I a child of the
devil? T may not be much of a saint ; but I am no worse than many
of your professing Christians.” 1 answer, that such may be the case;
for professing Christians are sometimes horrible hypocrites, but what
has that to do with you ? Ah, my friend, their perishing will not help
your salvation. If you are not trusting in Christ and living under the
power of his love, you may be as good as a hypocrite, or even better,
and yet you may be widely different from a real Christian. = If you have
not the life of God in you, you cannot do the works of God. The mineral
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cannot rise into the vegetable of itself, it would require another toucl
from the creative hand ; the vegetable cannot rise into the animal unless
the Creator shall work a miracle ; and, even so, you as a carnal man cannot
become a spiritnal man by any spontaneous generation; the new life
must be imparted to you by the quickening Spirit. The distinction
of your works from those of the real believer in Christ is as great as that
between the works of the devil and the works of God; and this may
show you how great the distinction of the natures must be by whicl
these different fruits are produced.

The language before us is, next, a word of descent. Sin is “of the
devil,” it came from him; he is its pavent and patron. Sin is not so of”
the devil that we can lay the blame of our sins upon him, for that is
our own. Thou must not blame the tempter for tempting thee to do
that which without thy will he could not make thee do. He may tempt
thee, but that would be no sin of thine if thy will did not yield thereto.
The responsibility lies with thy will. The devil has plenty of sin of’
his own to answer for, and yet he is often made a pack-horse to carry
loads of evil which are nonc of his. Mother Eve taught us that art
when she said, ““The serpent beguiled me, and I did eat”; and since
then men have become wonderfully proficient in the science of excuse-
making, frequently imputing their own guilt to the devil’s guile. Yet
sin in a sadly true sense does come of the devil. He first introduced it
into the world. How or when he himself first sinned and fell from
being an-angel of light to become the apostle of darkness we will not
conjecture. Many have thought that the pride of his lofty station, or
envy of the foreseen glories of the Son of man, may have overthrown
him ; but, at any rate, he kept not his first estate, but became a rebel
against his Lord, and the active promoter of all evil Being expelled
from heaven for his wickedness, he desired to wreak his revenge upon
God by alienating the human race from its obedience. He saw what
an interest the Creator had taken in man, and therefore judged that he
could grieve him greatly by seducing man from obedience. He per-
ceived that the Maker, when he formed the earth, did not rest; when he
had made birds and fishes, did not rest; when he had made sun, moon,
and stars, did not rest; but when he had fashioned man, he was so well
content that then he took a day of rest, and consecrated it for ever to-
be a Sabbath. Thus was God’s unresting care for man made manifest.
“ Surely,” said the evil one, “if I can turn this favoured being into an
enemy of God, then I shall bring dishonour upon the name of the Most
High, and have my revenge.” Therefore he alighted in the garden,
and tempted our first parents, thus opening the gate by which sin
cntered into the world with all its train of woe. In that sense sin is
truthfully described as being the work of the devil. He brought the
flame which has caused so great a burning. Since then he has been.
in some degree the author of sin by often tcupting men. I doubt
not that he suggests to many a sinner the delights of the flesh, and the
pleasures of self; and that he shuts the eye of conscience to the trath,
and hardens the heart against the threatenings of God. Under thesc
influences men doubtless rush into wild extravagances of evil, willingly
yielding themselves to be led captive at his will. Doubtless, Satan not
only suggests sin to men, but as one spirit influences another spirit, he:
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influences mien strongly towards that which is evil, and blinds them
against that which is good. ¢ Lead us not into temptation, but deliver
us from the evil one,” is a prayer which plainly conncets the evil one
with temptation, as we know that he is connected with it as a matter of
fact. This is his constant employment, to be tempting onc way or
another the sons of men. Hence sin is the work of the devil, but not
50 that it excuses us; it is our work because we willingly yield: let us
he thoroughly ashamed of such work when we find that the devil has a
hand in it. May Almighty God deliver us from the mighty spirit of
evil!

Consider, next, that we have here @ word of description. 'The work of
sin is the work of the devil because it is such work as he delights in.
What are the works of the devil? They are such actions as are like
himself, and exhibit his nature and spirit. Open your eyes, and you
will surely sec “the works of the devil;” they are everywhere in
this poor world. The carth is defiled with his horrible productions.
How delightful it is to take a survey of the works of God! The wise
man saith, “The works of the Lord are great, sought out of all them
that have pleasure thercin”” I heard of a good man who went down
the Rhine, but took care to read a book all the way, for fear he should
have his mind taken off from heavenly topics by the beauties of nature.
T confess T do not understand such a spirit—I do not want to do so. If
I go into an artist’s house I do that artist a displeasure if I take no
notice of his works under the pretext that I am quite absorbed in
himself. Why not enjoy the objects in which our heavenly Father has
set forth his wisdom and power ?  There is nothing in any of the works
-of God to defile, debase, or carnalize the soul. Delight yourself in all
your heavenly Father’s handiwork, and make it to be a ladder by
which you climb to himself. But what a very different contemplation
is that which lies before us in the works of the devil! Ah, me, what
a picture for a painter here—the works of the devil! Yet surely,
brush and colour would altogether fail.  Ob, evil one, how cunning are
thy works; in malice bast thou made them all; the earth is full of
thine abominable things!

Look abroad in theworld and you see alheism : men made by God deny
his existence. They could not stand upright and speak if he did not
enable them to do so, and yet they cry, “ There is no God!” Into
what a condition must an intelligent mind be brought ere it can vent
such folly I Surely this must come from that arch-fiend who above all
things desires that there should be no God! See, also, how much
there is of #gnorance abroad, a leaden night of ignorance of God and of
his Son.  Is not this the work of the prince of darkness? Note also the
abounding wunbelisf of truth which would be believed at once if men’s
minds were pure, of truth which is salvation to those who accept it, and
yetisrejected by many asif it were injurious to them. Whence comes all
this sndifference to God and his grace, and what is the origin of all this
plague of doubling which is now upon us? Is it mnot of the same
character as that which abode in the serpent’s heart when he whispered,
“ Hath God said ?” and, again, “ Ye shall not surely die.” Hereis the
diar that is from the beginning still producing a host of lies against God
Aimsell,  What is ielulry, which we see everywhere abroad, not only






