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¢ For this commandment which I command thee this day, it is not hidden from thee,
neither is it far off. It is not in heaven, that thou shouldest say, Who shall go up for
us to heaven, and bring it unto us, that we may hear it, and do it? Neither isit
beyond the sea, that thou shouldest say, Who shall go over the sea for us, and bring it
unto us, that we may hear it, and do it ? But the word is very nigh unto thee, in thy
mouth, and in thy heart, that thou mayest do it.”’—Deuteronomy xxx. 11—14.

OuR Lord Jesus Christ, in John's gospel, in the forty-sixth verse of the
fifth chapter, says, “ Moses wrote of me.” Hence we may safely interpret
much that Moses said, not only of the law, but also of the gospel;
indeed, the law itself was given primarily to drive men to the gospel ; it
was meant to show them the impossibility of salvation by their own
works, and so to shut them up to a salvation which is available even for
sinners. The types of sacrifice and purification pointed to the method
of pardon for the guilty by faith, and acceptance for sinners by a
righteousness not their own. This is certainly one of the passages in
which Moses wrote of the Saviour yet to come.

We are not, however, left to conjecture this; for the apostle Paul,
under the guidance of the Holy Spirit, has quoted this passage in the
tenth chapter of his Epistle to the Romans. ~He has given us a sort of
paraphrase of it; not quoting it with verbal exactness, but giving its
sense, and then inserting his own interpretation of that sense; which
interpretation, seeing that he spoke under the direct influence of the
Spirit of God, may be accepted as decisive. The Spirit of God best
knew what he meant by the words which he spake by Moses. Even if
Moses himself may not altogether have meant the same, the Spirit’s own
meaning must stand. I believe, however, that Moses did intend that
which Paul attributes to him, and that he saw in the whole revelation
of God under the ancient dispensation the spirit, the essential spirit, of
the gospel, which was more fully declared to us by our Lord Jesus
Christ. In this instance he was not speaking of the law as given upon
Sinai, if we view it as a covenant of works. I showed you this by
reading the first verse of the twenty-ninth chapter, which is the pre-
fuce to the passage now before us.  There we read, “These are the
words of the covenant, which the Lord commanded Moses to make
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with the children of Israel in the land of Moab, beside fhe covenant
which he made with them in Horeb., We must understand Moses to be
speakicg now of God’s way of salvation as it is set forth in the types,
and sacrifices, and ordinances of the Mosaic dispensation—which Paul
calls, “the righteousness of faith.”” Paul interprets him as speaking
of the gospel itself, and using these remarkable words concerning
galvation by grace.

‘What is meant by these words is this—that the way of salvation ig
plain and clear ; it is nob concealed among the mysteries of heaven :
* Tt is not in heaven, that thou shouldest say, Who shall go up for us to
heaven, and bring it unto us, that we may hear it, and do 16?” Neither
is it wrapped up among the profundities of deep, unrevealed secrecy :
s Neither is it beyond the sea, that thou shouldest say, Who shall go
over the sea for us, and bring it unto us, that we may hear it, and do
it 7” But the way of salvation is brought home to us, given to us in a
handy form, and laid within grasp of our understanding ; it is spoken
to us in human language, and brought within the compass of human
emotions. We can speak it with our mouths, and enjoy it with our
hearts. It isa honsehold treasure, not a foreign rarity. It is not so
remote from us that only they can know it who travel far to make dis-
coveries, neither is it so sublimely difficult that only they can grasp it
who have soared to heaven and ransacked the secrets of the book sealed
with seven seals. It is brought to our doors like the manna, and flows
ab our feet like the water from the rock. It is, as Moses says, * very
nigh to us; yes,” very nigh ‘to each one who hears the gospel ; for
Moses puts it in the singular : “It is very nigh unto the, in thy mouth,
and in thy heart, that thou mayest do it.”

I. Andso I begin my discourse this morning with this first head :
THE WAY OF SALVATION IS PLAIN AND SIMPLE. You have neither to
look skyward nor seaward to find it out: here it is before you; near as
your tongue, inseparable from you as your heart. You have neither to
Yise to the sublime, nor sink to the profound; it lies before you an open
secret. As saith Moses in the last verse of the previous chapter:  The
secret things belong unto the Lord our God : but those things which
are revealed belong unto us and to our children for ever.”

I think we might have expected this if we consider the nature of God,
who has made this wonderful revelation. When God speaks to a man
with a view to his salvation, it is but natural that in his wisdom he
should so speak as to be understood. It is nob wisdom which leads
teachers to become obscure: if they teach at all, they should adapt
themselves to the disciple’s capacity. No doubt some men have
obtained a reputation for wisdom because they have not been under-
stood ; but this was fictitious, and unworthy of true men. - If they had
possessed the highest wisdom, they would have aimed at making matters
clear when their object was to instruct. As a general rule, when a
speaker is not clear to his hearers it is because the thought is not clear
to himself. This can never be supposed of him who knows all things,
and sees all things as they are. The only wise God abounds to us in all
wisdom and prudence in his manner of imparting to us the knowledge
of his will : teaching, he does teach; and explaining, he does clearly
explain. There may be, and there is, a sinful dulness in the minds of
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sinful men; but there is no such obscurity in the revelation itself as to
excuse men for this blindness. God, who is infinitely wise, would not
give to us a revelation upon the vital point of salvation, and then leave
it so much in the dark that it was impossible for common minds to
comprehend it if they desired to do so. God adapts means to ends, and
does not allow men to miss of heaven from lack of plainness on his part.

We expect a plain and simple revelation, because God has made a
revelation perfectly adapted for its end, upon which no improvement
can be made. You must have noticed that when an invention first
comes before the public eye, it is almost always complicated; and
the reason for this lies in the fact that it is as yet in its infancy. As
the invention is improved it is simplified. Almost every alteration
in a piece of machinery which goes towards its perfecting, goes also
towards making it move simple; and at the last, when the invention
is complete, it is singularly simple. That which comes from the
mind of God, being perfect, goes directly towards its desired end.
I admit that certain parts of the divine revelation are hard to be
understood, but these are intended for our education, that we may
exercise our minds and thoughts, and may by the guidance of the Holy
Spirit grow thereby. But in the matter of salvation, where the life or
death of a soul is concerned, it is needful that the vision should be
plain, and our wise and gracious Lord has condescended to that necessity.
In all that concerns repentance and faith, and the vital matters of
pardon and justification, there is mo obscurity, but all is plain as a
pikestaff,. He that runs may read, and he that reads may run.

You might have expected this from God, because of his gracious
condescension. When he deigns to speak with a trembling secker, it is
not after the manner of the incomprehensible doctor, but after the
manner of a father with his child, desirous that his child should at once
know his father'’s mind. He makes the way so plain that the wayfaring
man, though a fool, shall not err therein. He breaks down his great
thoughts to our narrow capacities : he has compassion on_the ignorant,
and he becomes the teacher of babes. Truly the knowledge which the
Lord our God imparts to us is in itself sublime, but his manner of
teaching is gentle; for he comes with precept upon precept, and line
upon line, here a little and there a little. He does not come down to
us half-way, but he stoops to men of low estate, and while he hides
these things from the wise and prudent, he reveals them unto babes :
“Even so Father : for so it seemed good in thy sight.”

Remember, my brethren, that our great Lord always takes care that
there shall be no provision made for the pride of men, The pride of
intellect he hates as much as any other pride. No flesh shall glory in
his presence. He taketh the proud in their own craftiness, while Le
lifts up the humble and the meek ; therefore, we may expect that he will
speak in terms that shall be open to shepherds and fishermen, whom
others call unlearned and ignorant men ; lest the wise men of this world
should exalt themselves over the humbler sort. It is no design of the
Lord God Almighty that a class of self-constituted superior persons
should monopolize the blessings of the gospel through the truths ot
revelation being wrapt up in learned terms which the vulgar cannot
wnderstand.  The various systems of idolatry endeavoured to surround
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their false teaching with a mystic secrecy; but the word of our God is
a revealer of things hidden from the foundation of the earth. We
may be sure that when God dealeth with men he will do nothing which
shall cause human wisdom to boast itself. None shall glory that, after
all, their culture was the one thing needful to make the gospel of God
effectual. Philosophy shall not pitch its tent in Immanuel’s land and
ery, “I am, and there is none beside me.” It is after the manner of
God, who boweth down to the humble and the contrite, that he should
make his salvation the joy of the lowly. ¢ Out of the mouths of babes
and sucklings hast thou ordained strength because of thine enemies.”
Those who know the living God do not wonder as they read such
words as these : “For it is written, I will destroy the wisdom of the
wise, and will bring to nothing the understanding of the prudent.
‘Where is the wise ? where is the scribe ? where is the disputer of this
world ? hath not God made foolish the wisdom of this world? For
after that in the wisdom of God the world by wisdom knew not God, it
pleased God by the foolishness of preaching to save them that believe.”

We might also expect simplicity when we remember the desygn of the
plan of salvation. God aims distinctly by the gospel at the salvation
of men. He bids us preach the gospel to every creature. It had need
be a simple gospel if it is to be preached to every creature. I thank
God with all my heart that the sage is here put on a level with the
child ; for the gospel must be received by him as a little child receives
it. If the grace of God be given to the least educated person in
yonder village, he is as well able to receive the gospel as the most pro-
found scholar in the university. Would any of you wish to have it
otherwise ?  Could you be so inhuman? Must the gospel also be
enclosed for an aristocracy ? Must the cultured few be gratified at
the expense of the ruin of the masses ? God forbid. Bat it must be
so unless the saving doctrine of the gospel can be perceived by the
untutored many. Every generous heart delights to think that *the
poor have the gospel preached unto them.” Brethren, to save the
many the truth must be very simple and easy to be understood ; for
the many are busy with needful labour. From morning to night their
hands are going to earn the bread that perisheth, their thoughts must
largely be taken up with their daily toil. I grant you that many are
too much engrossed with the poor cares of common life ; but still, to a
large extent, they will by needful occupations be shut out from close
study and steady thought, and they must have a salvation which can
be grasped at once, and held without the strain of perpetual debate. If
men cannot be saved without weeks and months of careful study, they
will certainly be lost. As good have no salvation as ome which is
beyond ordinary comprehension. Our working men need a gospel
which can be heard and thought upon while they earn their daily
bread. It should be clear as the sun, and simple as the A B C, that
they may see it, and then hold it in their memories. Give me a gospel
which can be written in a line of a boy’s copy book, or worked on a
girl’s sampler ; a gospel which the humblest cottager may learn, and
love, and live upon.

The mass of our fellow-men are not only very busy, but from their
poverty and other surroundings they never will attain to any high






