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fersecutqrs: It might be said that they had not the chance, That was a mistake,
Roger Williams was banished from one of the New England States in the very depth
of winter, for holding Baptist views; he was directed to the shores of Providence,
and there, with his party, he founded one of the United States of America, where
he gave the utmost freedom of conscience, and did not demand from any of those who
chose to dwell with him the least infringement of their Christian liberties. He was
the first, on that side the Atlantic, to teach, in all their depth, height, and blessed
purity, the principles of religious equality. He agreed with the last speaker that
the word ¢‘Tabernacle’” was improperly applied to the building, except in one
respect, and that was that, like the ancient Tabernacle, it was reared by voluntary
contributions, and there was money enough and to spare. He prayed that the Lord
would bless the congregation, the minister, the office bearers, Sabbath-school
teachers, and those who should visit the benighted heathen in that locality ; and
unto Him, the source of all good, should the entire glory ever be given.

A vote of thanks having been accorded to the Chairman, Mr. Spurgeon
pronounced the benediction, and the proceedings terminated.

PUBLIC MEETING OF THE VARIOUS
DENOMINATIONS

AT THE METROPOLITAN TABERNACLE, NEWINGTON, oN WEDNEsSDAY EvEnING,
ApriL 3rd, 1861,
FoR THE PURPOSE OF HEARING ADDREssEs oN CHRISTIAN UNITY.

The CHAIR, which was occupied by Epwarp Baiy, Esq., M.P., was taken at
half-past six o’clock.

The proceedings were commenced by singing and prayer.

The Rev. C. H. SruraeoN briefly stated -the: object of the meeting to be not to
collect money, for they were now out of debt, but to testify to the essential union
of the Church, On the previous evening a meeting had been held in the same
place to afford an opportunity for the public exposition of the doctrines of Baptists,
and there were some now present, perhaps, who would recollect how strongly
Baptistical they all were on that occasion, and how they all spoke of their own
denomination and its progress. Now, he had no doubt, they would prove that
they felt themselves to be none the less one with all believers in striving against
error and upholding truth, The different brethren in the ministry who- would
address them would take up different points with regard to union. They had
not an Episcopalian, because the clergyman whom he had invited, though perfectly
willing, was unable to come. Nor had they a Presbyterian. He had just
received a telegram from the Presbyterian brother, who was to have been there,
to say that he was taken ill yesterday. He would now give the meeting to the
guidance of his friend Edward Ball, Esq., of Cambridgeshire, and as he had
often experienced the hospitality of Mr. Ball, he felt a very great pleasure in
being his host, as it were, now, and making Mr. Ball the master of the occasion,
80 that he might rule the roast in their midst.

The CHAIRMAN said, if anything in connection with this extraordinary place of
worship could be added to the feeling of surprise with which they had witnessed
its progress, and now perceived its perfection and completion, it would have been
the statement which had just been made by the minister, that not only had they
built this house of such surpassing beauty, and such great convenience, and such
large accommodation for all classes, but that they met at the opening of it entirely
out of debt. Those who were acquainted with the efforts made by the Christian
world, were well aware of the difficulties that were oft-times found, in first of all
raising a sufficient sum of money to commence an edifice, and that occasionally,
when the edifice had been raised, there was a heavy debt resting upon it
loading and oppressing the minds and efforts of the congregation, frequently dis-
couraging the minister in his public duties, and altogether the occasion of
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sorrow and regret in the neighbourhood in which the chapel was erected. What,
then, must they think of the church and congregation of this place? What must
have been their untiring efforts, their constant diligence, the exercise of faith in
God, to have completed such an undertaking as this, to have watched its progress,
and now to assemble at its completion, when all their desires had been realized,
when they had raised a fabric such as London could not equal, and when they
might congregate, as upon this occasion, without soliciting the aid of anybody, and
welcome their guests to a union meeting, where they could have a festival of love
unaccompanied with the inconvenience and the distaste which so commonly were
associated with such meetings as this, without soliciting their charity or asking
their aid. It was not only that they must recognize the great zeal and the
unwearied exertion of the church and congregation, under Mr. Spurgeon, but was
it not manifest that God’s hand was in the work, and God’s power was exhibited.
That power which was so constantly implored, had watched over, had given
guidance to, and had successfully realizenf the wishes of the minister and of
the people of this place. ~Was not all they had seen in the progress of
that congregation, under the minister, another evidence that not by might, nor by
power, but by God’s will, and God’s help, and God’s assistance, the mightiest
projects, the grandest efforts, and all that a Christian could desire was to be
accomplished, when they gave continued effort and blended with that continued
effort an unwavering faith in the promises ot God’s immutable and indestructible
word? Perhaps, while all of them sympathized and had pleasure in the
sssociation of this night, it was not everyone that had so intimate and immediate
an appreciation of the gospel in this place, or so deep a sympathy with the success
of the ministry, as he had. As Mr, Spurgeon had stated to them, Mr, S. and
himself had long known each other, had lived in the same neighbourhood, and had
associated for public purposes, long before Mr. Spurgeon ever contemplated being
a minister in London., He had witnessed his first efforts, he knew the village in
which he first settled, and he could bear testimony to the good sense and the
good judgment of that portion of the Christian world who considered that his
services ought not to be confined to a village, or limited to a small association,
but that his sphere was the metropolis, and that to London he was to come, to
awaken, to excite, and to give an increased effort to the Christian world, showing
what might be done when people trusted in God, and when they laboured
continually and unweariedly in the service of God. Those gentlemen who
accomplished the removal of Mr. Spurgeon, provided for him a very convenient
and a very nice chapel, but in proportion as they afforded accommodation for the
public, did the demand increase. That chapel was renovated, improved, and
considerably enlarged, and no sooner was that accomplished, than it was filled as
theretofore to overflowing. Why did he (the Chairman) mention this? To show
that the grasp of mind of the congregation was justified, that it was not an
aggressional undertaking, the erecting such an edifice as this, but that it was the
continued success, the series of triumphs, the advancing interests, the multitudinous
claims always attendant upon the ministry of this gentleman that justified them.
The Chairman next adverted to the value of Mr. Spurgeon’s ministerial labours,
which he considered ought not to be estimated by the visible effect upon his
congregation, but also by the influence which the extended publication of his
sermons throughout England and the Colonies, and the reprinting of them in
America, might be expected to have upon multitudes of others. But, to return
to the especial object of the present meeting, which he was told by Mr. Spurgeon
was * Union,” he was sorry to say, he thought the great calamity and error of
the Christian Church was want of union. He thought that all Christian people
should adopt as their sentiment this : that in essentials, they should have unity ;
in non-essentials, liberty ; and in everything, they ought to have charity. If
they did observe and carry out this great maxim, those little bickerings and nasty
jealousies and unlovely envyings, which were the disgrace of the Christian Church,
would be known no more. What said divine John? There were multitudes
of circumstances which showed to us the surpassing love of God, but—
Hereby,” says he, ‘“we perceive the love of God, because he laid down his
life for us,” and the inference which the divine Apostle drew from this was,
that “If God so loved the world, as to send his only begotten Son into the
world,” was it not a motive and an obligation for those people for whom he
loved, and suffered, and ‘died, to love each other? ~Look, again, were
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we not all under the same condemnation, were we not all partakers of
the curse and of the fall, had we not also the same hope and the same expec-
tation of redemption and deliverance from that fall, and should we not love one
another as brethren? 'Were we not passing through the wilderness together?
Ead we not sorrow enough, and trial enough, and vexation enough, bodily pain
and mental distraction enough, that we must increase its. bitterness by a lack of
love and by a narrow jealousy one towards another? ‘Were we not all aiming at
the same paradise above, banded together under one great shepherd, and therefore
we ought to love one another as God’s people and as God’s servants. Most of his
hearers, perhaps, had a recollection of the circumstance of Ruth. Ruth was a
most successful gleaner. She collected a great quantity, and after she had done
80, she beat it out, and part she carried away, and part she left behind. Now what
part did they suppose she carried away? Well, everybody would say she carried
away the corn and left the chaff. Could not, therefore, we, in our mutual intercourse,
in our common services, in our common duties, look upon one another, see what
was good, receive what was good, lay aside and leave what was distasteful and
unpleasant to any of us, take that which was in correspondence to our views of the
truth, in harmony with our sentiments and our principles, and if there were any-
thing disagreeable, ascribe it to that common infirmity to which they and we were
subjected, and bear and forbear as it became Christian people to do one towards
another, He remembered once a large Missionary meeting was to be held,
and it was decided to hold it in the church. After the decision it was
found that there were no candles, no lamps in the church, and there
was a question as to how it should be lighted up. Well, the friends there were
not daunted by a few difficulties, The Episcopalians sent their lamps, the
‘Wesleyans and other religious denominations sent their lamps, and others were
sent from the Town hall. When they assembled it was beautifully lighted up,
but it was said, nobody could tell which was the light of the Church of England, and
which was the light of the Baptists, and which was the light of the Wesleyans;
but as one spirit brought them together in the service of one Master, so one mind
influenced the whole assembly, and they had a beautiful meeting in which they
pledged their common faith diligently to preach the everlasting Gospel, and to
assist others in doing the same, It was a remarkable circumstance, that whilst now
they were continually hearing of some expressions of great bitterness.of one class
towards another class, which bitterness only generated similar bitterness in that
class against whom they had spoken, or only elevated the individuals against
whom they had been denouncing, just in proportion as those things did occur, the
church that used them, the minister that encouraged them, the individual that
patronized as it were a nasty little bickering, envious spirit, was generally a
minister that God would not own, whose services were never successful, whose
congregation was an indifferent body of Christian people, and not unusually the
very minister who had been so bitter in his invectives agaiust others who had
preached the Gospel of Christ, had himself by some strange circumstance been
forbidden long to occupy that sacred office. And therefore, Le (the Chairman)
would say that all should endeavour to carry out the principle which their minister
had told them they were associated to celebrate, namely, union ; that whether they
were Wesleyans or Presbyterians, or whether they were Baptists or Independents,
they were all under one Shepherd, they were all pledged to the same faith, they
had all the same hope, and they would never advance their cause by repu-
diating and condemning others; they would never elevate their principles by
speaking bitterly of those who could not agree with them; but in proportion
as they demonstrated a Christian spirit, and showed forth the mind of
their master, God would commonly accept of and bless their services. He regretted
the absence of any representative of the Church of England. He wished all
classes, churchmen and dissenters, would lay aside all angry and unkind feeling
towards one another. They could not disguise from themselves that God had
given great honour to the Church of England. They ought not to wish to disguise
it, that that Church never put forth such energy and exhibited such anxiety to
fulfil its mission as it did now, and they ought to rejoice together as those having
the same interest, members of the same commonwealth, embo}ixed in the same
regiment, and marching under the same leader, when any minister amongst the
Church or amongst Dissenters was made pre-eminently useful in preaching the
Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ. If there was one thing that he (the, Chairman)
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desired above all thingsin the Christian world, it was unity. Hehoped he had alwaye
endeavoured to carry that out. 1f they were God’s people there must be love in
their hearts one towards another. He only wished he could give utterance to one
idea that would have the tendency to link together Christian people in attachment
to their master, in affectionate intercourse with those with whom they were fellow-
travellers through the wilderness, in hopeful and joyful expectation of associating
with them in another and a better world, where they should live as brethren iv
perfect peace and unity. Let them bear with one another’s infirmities.

The Rev. J. Hary, Independent Minister, next addressed the meeting. He
regarded it, and he thought all must do 80, as a token for good, an auspicious sign
of the times passing over us, that the friends there should attach so much importance
to union among Christians, that they should give a whole evening to the discussicn
of this important subject. Was it possible to over-rate its importance? Why,
they could not read their bibles, even with moderate care, without seeing that the
practical exemplification of union among Christians was one of the grand designs
of the Christian dispensation. Indeed, they were expressly told that the
Saviour purposed, by his death, to gather together in one all the children
of God that were scattered over the earth, and they knew that for the
accomplishment of this design he interceded, almost with his dying breath,
in language that gave us to understand that the unity of the Church was
one of the grand means of the world’s conversion; and, as a matter of fact,
while visible unity prevailed among the disciples of the Saviour, the cause of
Christianity everywhere triumphed, Yes, the poor fishermen of Galilee, without
wealth, without learning, without patronage, standing only on God's truth, were
more than a match for all the powers of the world standing together on the devil’s
lie. Real visible union was the glory of the Church of Christ, and never till
that glory of the Lord was seen afresh upon her would the nations come to her.
light and kings to the brightness of her rising. What was it that made it to be a
good sign that they should meet together to talk about such a subject? The reason
had already been referred to by the Chairman. Alas! the Church of Christ still
presented a scene of strife, and division, and contention, and Christians gathered
together of all denominations to talk about this matter might, with the Divine
blessing, be the means of healing, or helping to heal, the breaches of Zion. We
talked about the wonders of the age we live in. Well, it was an age of progress
certainly, The inventions of science had come almost within the bounds of the
supernatural, natural marvels reached well nigh to miracles, The impossibilities
of our forefathers had become to us a traffic and a pastime ; we ride upon the wings
of vapour, we bind the winds of heaven to our car, we navigate the ocean against
contrary winds and tempestuous waves, we lay hold of the lightnings of heaven
and make them the world’s errand boy, and we make the light our portrait painter,
and yet—it brought the blush to our faces—union among Christians was an open
question still, and Christians, the intended peace-makers of the world, were not
able to settle the preliminaries of a truce among themselves, Still, Christians who
were commanded to love their own enemies, had not, many of them, enough
religion to love one another; and still, Christians who were required to pray for
their persecutors were yet to be found who would not pray with their brethren of
other denominations. The question which he (Mr. Hall) had to consider was,
*What do the Seriptures teach us concerning union among Christians?”> Now it
was evident from the whole word of God, as well as from Christian experience,
that there was an essential oneness among all the disciples of the Lord, whatever
might be their party names or their sectarian divisions. By virtue of their common
relationship to the Lord Jesus Christ, they were allied one to the other in the bond
of a common fellowship, and in the hope of a glorious destiny. Wherever real
Christians might be, whatever the colour of their skin, whether they were white
or black, barbarian, Scythian, bond or free, whether they burned at the equator or
shivered at the poles, they were all one in Christ Jesus.” They were willing too to
relinquish the world’s wealth, and the world’s fame, and the world’s honour, for
the glory of his name and the blessings of his cross. If they went round the whole
world and just asked every Christian this question, * What think ye of Christ?"”
they would get but one answer from every one of them, “He is the chief among ten
thousand, and the altogether lovely.” If'they were to bring together into one room
Episcopalian, Presbyterian, and Wesleyan, and Baptist, and Independent, what
would t1ke place? If they named the prayer book and found fault with it, he was
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