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““This is a faithful saying, and worthy of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus eame into
the world to save sinners; of whom Iam chief. Howbeit for this cause I obtained
mercy, that in me first Jesus Christ might show forth all longsuffering, for a pattern
to them which should hereafter believe on him to life everlasting. Now unto the King
eternal, immortal, invisible, the only wise God, be honour and glory for ever and ever.
Amen.”—1 Timothy i. 15—17.

WHEN Paul wrote this ever-memorable text, ¢ This is a faithfal saying,
and worthy of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into the world to
save sinners,” he placed it in connection with himself. I would have
you carefully notice the context. Twelfth verse :—“I thank Christ
Jesus our Lord, who hath enabled me, for that he counted me faithful,
putting me into the ministry; who was before a blasphemer, and a per-
secutor, and injurious: but I obtained mercy, because I did it
ignorantly in unbelief. And the grace of our Lord was exceeding
abundant with faith and love which is in Christ Jesus. This is a
faithful saying, and worthy of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus came
into the world to save sinners.” You see, the apostle had spoken of
himself, and then it was that the Holy Spirit put it into his mind to
write of the glorious salvation of which he was so notable a subject.
Truly it was a seasonable and suggestive connection in which to place
this glorious gospel text. What he preached to others was to be seen
in himself,

When I read to you the story of Saul's conversion, suppose I had
finished it by making the remark, “ This is a faithful saying, that Christ
Jesus came into the world to save sinners,” you would all have said,
“ That is true, and it is a natural inference from the narrative.” Such
a remark would have served as the moral of the whole story. It isan
easy and a simple inference from such a conversion, that Christ Jesus
must have come into the world to save sinners. See, then, why Paul
uttered it in this particular place. He could not help bringing his own
case g)rward; but when he did bring it forward it was to add emphasis
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to this declaration that Jesus Christ came into the world to save
sinners. It is my conviction that our Lord in infinite wisdom intends
that his ministers should themselves be proofs of the doctrines which
they teach. If a young man, a very young man, stands up to tell you
of the experience of an aged Christian, you say at once, “ That may
be very true, but yow cannot prove it, for you are not an aged person
yourself.” If one who has been privileged in the providence of God
to enjoy the comforts of life stands up to preach upon the consola-
tions of the Spirit in poverty, you say, “Yes, that is very true, but
you cannot speak from experience yourself.” Hence the Lord likes his
servants to have such an experience that their testimony shall have a
man at the back of it. He would have their lives sustain and explain
their testimonies. When Paul said that Christ came into the world to
save sinners, his own conversion, his own joy in the Lord, were proof
positive of it. He was a witness who had tasted and handled the good
Word of life to which he witnessed.

Paul went to heaven years ago, but his evidence is not vitiated by
that fact; for a truthful statement is not affected by the lapse of time.
If a statement was made yesterday, it is just as truthful as if you were
hearing it to-day; and if it were made, as this was, eighteen hundred
years ago, yet, if true then (and nobody disputed it in Paul’s day), it is
true now. The facts recorded in the gospels are as much facts now as
ever, and they ought to have the same influence upon our minds as they
had upon the minds of the apostles. At this moment the statement that
Jesus Christ came into the world to save sinners has Paul still at the
back of it. ‘““He being dead yet speaketh.” Oh, you who are burdened
with your sins, I want you to see Saul of Tarsus before you at this
moment, and to hear him say, with penitent voice, in your presence,
“The Lord Jesus came into the world to save sinners, of whom I
am chief.” Doubt not the statement, for the man is the evidence of
it. He who saved Paul can save you : yea, he is willing now to display
his power upon you. Be not disobedient to the heavenly message.

But, beloved, if we have not Panl in our midst to bear his personal
witness we have still many living proofs : we have indisputable evidence
in those that are still about us that it “is a faithful saying, and worthy
of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners.”
T could summon to this pulpit scores who were literally the blackest of
transgressors, but they are washed, and sanctified, and so they are living
arguments of the Lord’s power to save. Many also are now present who
could not be numbered by their fellow-men among the chief of sinners in
certain aspects of the case, yet they most willingly put themselves down
a8 the chief of sinners under some other way of viewing it, and they bear
their testimony, as I do to-night, that Jesus is able to save unto the
uttermost. I, who now stand before you, am a living wituess that Christ
Jesus can save sinners, and does save them still. The Lord has forgiven
and justified me, and I have found grace in his sight. In my case,
also, 1t is proven that it “ is a faithful saying, and worthy of all accepta-
tion, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners ; of whom I
am chief.” Oh, how I wish that my hearers wonld believe me! Many
of you would accept any statement which I should make ; why do you
not accept this? You do not think me a liar,—why, then, do you not
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believe my testimony concerning Jesus ? He is as ready to save to-day
as he was of old. He is ready to save youw if you will trust him.

The run of thought at this time will be, first, concerning those wko
are the chief of sinners ; secondly, we will enquire why God has saved
them ; and thirdly, what they say when they are saved.

I First, then, WHO ARE THE CHIEF OF SINNERS ? Paul says that
he was the chief. I think, however, that he was ounly one of the
regiment. There are different classes of sinners, and some are greater
and some less. All men are truly sinners, but all men are not equally
sinners. They are all in the mire ; but they have not all sunk to an
equal depth in it. It is true they have all fallen deep enough to perish
in sin, unless the grace of God prevent; yet there are differences in
the degrees of guilt, and there will doubtless be differences in the
degrees of punishment.

Some are the chief of sinners in the same way as the apostle Paul,
for they have persecuted the church of God. Paunl, who was then called
Saul, had given his vote against Stephen; and when Stephen was
stoned, he kept the clothes of them that murdered him. He felt that
blood lying upon his soul long afterward, and he bemoaned it. Would
not you, if you had been a helper at the murder of some child of God,
feel that you were among the chief of sinners? If you had been wil-
lingly and wilfully, maliciously and eagerly, a helper in putting a man
of God like Stephen to death, you would write yourself down as a sinner
of crimson dye? Why, I think that I should say, “God may forgive
me, but I will never forgive myself.” It would seem such a horrid
crime to lie upon one’s soul. Yet this was merely a beginning. Saul
was like a leopard, who, having once tasted blood, must always have his
tongue in it. His very breath was threatening, and his delight was
slaughter. He harassed the people of God : he made great havoc of the
saints : he compelled them, he says, to blaspheme : he had them beaten
in the synagogues, driven from city to city, and even put to death.
This must have remained upon his heart as a dark memory, even after
the Lord Jesus Christ had fully forgiven him. When he knew, as Paul
did know, that he was a justified man through the righteousness of
Jesus Christ, yet he must always have felt a smiting at his heart to
think that these innocent lambs had been worried by him ; that for no
other reason but that they were lovers of the Crucified, he had panted
for their blood. This matter of deadly persecution placed Saul head
and shoulders above other sinners. This was the top-stone of the
pyramid of his sin, “because I persecuted the church of Christ.” I
thank God that there is no man here who has that particular form ot
sin upon his conscience in having actually put to deatfx or joined in the
slaughter of any child of God. The laws of our country have happily
irevented your being stained with that foul offence, and I bless the

ord that it is so. Yet if there should be such among those who are
hearing these words, or among those who shall one day read them, I
must confess that they are, indeed, numbered among the chief of
Eiil(llners, and I pray God to grant that they may obtain mercy as Saul

But you can go very near $o this ; in all probability certain of you
have done 50, That husband who has threatened his wife so bitterly if
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she obeys her conscience, that man who has discharged his servant for
no other reason but his fidelity to Christ, that landlord who has turned
out his cottager from his home because he held a religious service beneath
his roof, that man who has wilfully and maliciously slandered a servant
of God, not because he did him any harm, but because he cannot bear
to hear of any truly following after Christ—these are the people who must
be reckoned among the chief of sinners. They have done no murder,
but they have gone as far as they dare to go, and their heart is full
of venom against the people of God : this is a grievous crime. Though
it may seem a very small thing to grieve a pious child, or to vex a poor,
godly woman, God does not think it so. He remembers jests and scoffs
levelled at his little ones, and he bids those who indulge 10 them to take
heed. You had better offend a king than one of the Lord’s little ones.
That poor man in the workshop, who has so hard a time of it with your
jests and chaff, has a Friend in the heavens. That other man who,
seeking the Lord, has found the cold shoulder in society, has an Advo-
cate on high, who will not see him despised without sspousing his cause.
It may appear a trifle to make a saint the target of ridicule, but his
Father in heaven does not think so. I know this, that many patient
men will bear a great deal, but if you strike their children, their blood
is up, and they will not have it. A father will not stand by to see his
child abused, and the Great Father above is as tender and fond as any
other father. You have seen among birds and beasts that they will put
forth all their strength for their young: a hen, naturally very timid,
will fight for her little chicks with all the courage of a lion. Some of
the smallest of animals, and the least powerful, nevertheless become per-
fectly terrible when they are taking care of their offspring ; and think
you that the everlasting God will bear to see his children maligned,
and slandered, and abused, for their following of him ? Is the God of
nature without natural affection? I trow not. You shall rue the day,
sir, in which you took up arms against the people of God. Humble
yourself before God on account of it, otherwise you will be numbered
among the chief of sinners, and the chief of punishments shall be meted
out to you.

I have no doubt that there may be some of that kind here ; and, if
there are, I can only pray that the story of Saul of Tarsus may be
repeated in them by boundless grace. May they even yet come to
preach the gospel which now they despise. It is no new thing for the
priest to be converted to Christ. It is no nmew thing for the opposer
to become the advocate, and to be all the better and more powerful
a pleader because of the mischief which he formerly did. Oh that
the Lord would turn his foes into friends! God send it! For Christ’s
gake may he send it now !

Further, among the chief of sinners we must of course reckon #ose
who are guilty of the coarser and grosser sins. I will not occupy a
moment in mentioning what they are, for it is a shame even to speak
of them. God keep us from unchastity and dishonesty,—from any
one of those sins which are censurable even under the head of common
morality ; for, if not—if we indulge in these—we shall certainly come by
them to be numbered among the chief of sinners. I must, however,
mention blasohemv and lewd speaking, because these are unhappily far
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too common. Does a man think that he can go on damning his own
body and soul in so many words, and never provoke the Lord to anger?
Does he dream that he can use foul and filthy words, and wicked oaths,
without incurring sin ? I believe that these things bring the blackest
guilt on the conscience ; for God has expressly said that he will by no
means hold him guiltless that taketh his name in vain. It is true of
every sin that God will not hold & man guiltless who does it; but it is
especially said about this sin, because men are apt to fancy that words
are of no great importance, or that God takes no notice thereof, Even
the thoughtless or trifling repetition of the name of the Lord involves
great sin, for thus a man taketh the sacred name in vain. Yet men
trifle with that name in common conversation, and that with fearful
frequency. There is no excuse for this wanton wickedness, because it
brings neither profit nor pleasure to the person who so offends. What
practical end can it serve ? As George Herbert said long ago,

¢ Lust and wine plead a pleasure, avarice gain :
But the cheap swearer through his open sluice
Lets his soul run for nought, as little fearing
Were I an Epicure, I could bate swearing.”

I am unable to frame an excuse for profane language: it is needless
wilful wickedness. Men talk so as to horrify us: they chill our blood
with fear lest God should take them at their word; and all for nothing
at all. I would to God that every blasphemer here (if such there be,
and I have no doubt that there are), would abandon that vile,
inexcusable, useless habit, which lowers men in society, defiles them
before God, and ensures their condemnation. Filthy speech puts those who
are guilty of it among the chief of sinners, and to them will certainly
be meted out a terrible vengeance in that day when God shall solemnly
curse those who have so glibly cursed themselves. It will be an awful
thing for the man who used profane imprecations to find out at
last that his prayers were heard, and that they will be answered.
O swearer, beware lest the Lord God hear thy prayers at once to
thine everlasting confusion! Sit down at this moment in deep con-
trition, and weep to think of the many times in which thon hast defied
the God of heaven, and uttered words of provocation against the God
in whose hand thy breath is. Not yet has he cut thee down. Oh,
wonder of mercy ! Take heed to thyself. Above all, marvel that there
should be mention of mercy for such a one as thou art.

Now, dear friends, there are other chiefs among sinners who do not
go in for these grosser sins at all. Let me mention them, for in this line
I shall have to place myself and many of you. Those are among the
chief of sinners who have sinned against great light, and against the
influences of holy instruction, and gracious example. Children of godly
parents, who have been brought up and instructed in the fear of God
from their youth, are among the chief of sinners if they turn aside from
the way of life. When they transgress, there is a heavy weight about
their fault, which is not to be found in the common sin of the children of
the slums, or the arabs of the gutter. The offspring of the degraded
}mow no better, poor souls, and hence their transgressions are sins of
ignorance ; but those who do know better, when they transgress,






