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““The Lord was with Joseph.””—Genesis xxxix. 2.

SCRIPTURE frequently sums up a man’s life in a single sentence. Here
is the biography of Joseph sketched by inspiration :—% God was with
him,” so Stephen testified in his famous speech recorded in Acts vii. 9.
lere is the life-story of Abraham: “ Abraham helieved God.” OFf
Moses we rcad, “The man Moses was very meek.” Take a New
Testament life, such as that of John the Baptist, and you have it in a
line : “John did no miracle: but all things that he spake concerning
Jesus were true.” The mere name of John—¢that disciple whom Jesus
loved ”—would serve for an epitaph of him : it pictures both the man and’
his his’ory. Holy Scripture excels in this kind of full-length miniature
painting. = As Michael Angelo is said to have drawn a portrait with a
single stroke of his crayon, so the Spirit of God sketches a man to the:
life in a single sentence. “ The Lord was with Joseph.”

Observe, howerer, that the portraits of Scripture give us not only the
outer, but the inner life of the man, Man looketh at the outward
appearance, but the Lord looketh upon the heart; and so the Scrip-
tural descriptions of men are not of their visible life alone, but of their
spiritual life. Here we have Joseph as God saw him, the real Joseph.

ixternally it did not always appear that God was with him, for. he did
not always seem to be a prosperous man ; but when you come to look
into the inmost soul of this servant of God, you see his true likeness—
he lived in communion with the Most High, and God blessed him :
“The Lord was with Joseph, and he was a prosperous man.” Dear
friends, how would you like to have your inner biography sketched ?
How would your soul appear if set out in detail before all the world as to
its desires, affections, and thoughts ? Many lives have looked well on
paper, but beneath their surface the biographer never dared to dive, or,
perhaps, could not have dived had he been anxious to do so. It is often
thought wise in writing a man’s life to suppress certain matters : this
may be prudent if the design be to guard a reputation, but it is scarcely
trathful. The Spirit of God does not suppress the faults even of those
whou;\Y we most admire, but writes them fully, like the Spirit of truth, as
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he is. The man who above others was “a man aicer God’s own heart,”
was yeb in some points exceedingly faulty, and he committed one foul
deed which will remain through all time as a blemish upon his cha-
racter. There was in David so firm and undeviating an attachment to
the Lord God, and so sincere a desire to do right, and so deep a
repentance when he had erred, that the Lord still regarded him as
after his own heart, although he smote him heavily for his trangressions.
David was a truly sincere man despite the faults into which he fell, and
it is the heart of David which is sketched. So here, the Spirit is not
looking so much at Joseph as a favourite child, or an Egyptian prime
minister, as at the innermost and truest Joseph, and therefore he thus
describes him, “ the Lord was with Joseph.”

This striking likeness of Joseph strongly reminds us of our Master
and Lord, that greater Joseph, who is Lord over all the world for
the sake of Israel. Peter, in his sermon to the household of Cornelius,
said of our Lord that he “ went about doing good, and healing all that
were oppressed of the devil; for God was with him.” Exactly what
had been said of Joseph. It is wonderful that the same words should
describe both Jesus and Joseph, the perfect Saviour and the imperfect
patriarch. When you and I are perfected in grace, we shall wear the
image of Christ, and that which will deseribe Christ will also describe
us. Those who live with Jesus will be transformed by his fellowship
till they become like him, To my mind, it is very Peautiful to see
the resemblance between the firstborn and the rest of Jhe family, be-
tween the great typical man, the Second Adam, and all thosc men
who are quickened into his life, and arc one with hin.

This having the Lord with us is the inheritance of all the saints;
for what is the apostolic benediction in the epistles but a desire that
the triune God may be with us? To the church in Rome Paul saith,
“ Now the God of peace be with you all.” To the church in Corinth
he writes,  The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Ghost, be with you all. Amen.”
To the Thessalonians he saith, “ The Lord be with you all.” Did not
our glorious Lord say, “Lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end
of the world”? How better could I salute you this morning than
in the words of Boaz to the reapers, “ The Lord be with yon”? What
kinder answer could you give me than “The Lord bless thee”?
High up upon the mountains which form the back wall of Mentone I
happened one day to meet a Quaker, in the usual costume, a warmhearted
lover of all who love Jesus. He saluted me, and we found great unity
of spirit. On parting, I said, ““ Friend, the Lord he with thee”; and
he answered, “ And with thy spirit,” adding, “ It is the first bit of the
liturgy that I have ever used.” Truly, the oftener we can use it with
our hearts the better, for none can object to it. Thus do I say to all
of you this day, “ The Lord be with you,” and I know that you are
responding, “ And with thy spirit.”” May you find that your desire is
granted, by the Holy Spirit’s being with my Spirit that I may speak
words which shall refresh your hearts.

Now let us think of Joseph, and see what we can learn from him.
“The Lord was with Joseph”: let us consider, first, the fact; secondly,
the evidence of that fact; and thirdly, the resull of that fact.
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1. First, we will run over Joseph’s life, and note THE FACT : “ The
Lord was with Joseph.” God was gracious to Joseph as a child. His
father loved him because he was the son of his old age, and also because
of the gracious qualities which hesaw in him. Before he was seventeen
years of age God had spoken with him in dreams and visions of the
night, of which weread that * his brethren envied him ; but his father
observed the saying.” Dear young people, it may be that God will not
appear to you in dreams, but he has other ways of speaking to his young
Samuels. You remember he said “Samuel, Samuel,” and the beloved
child answered, “Speak, Lord, for thy servant heareth.” May you
answer in the same manner to the call of God by his word. It was the
happy privilege of some of us before we had left boyhood and girlhood
to have received gracious communications from God : he led us to re-
pentance, he led us to faith in Christ, and he revealed his love in our
hearts before we had left the schoolroom and the playground. They
begin well whobegin early with Christ : he will be with us to the end if
we are with him at the beginning. If Joseph had not been a godly
boy he might never have been a gracious man: grace made him to
differ from his brothers in youth, and he remained their superior all his
days. If we are gracious while we are yet children we may be sure that
the Lord will be gracious to us even should we live to old age, and see
our children’s children. Early piety is likely to be eminent piety.
Happy are those who have Christ with them in the morning, for they
shall walk with him all day, and sweetly rest with him at eventide.

“The Lord was with Joseph ” when Joseph was at home, and he did
not desert him when he was sent away from his dear father and his
beloved home and was sold for @ slave. Bitter is the lot of a slave in
any country, and it was worst of all in those early days. We are told by
Stephen that the patriarchs, moved with envy, sold Joseph into Egypt,
but the Lord was with him; even when he was being sold the Lord
was with Joseph. It must have been a very dreadful journey for him
across the desert, urged onward by those rough Ishmaelitos, probably
travelling in a gang, as slaves do to this day in the centre of Africa.
May God put an end to the abominable system! This delicate child
of an indulgent father, who had been clothed with a princely garment
of many colours, must now wear the garb of a slave, and march in
the hot sun across the burning sand; but never was captive more
submissive under cruel treatment, he endured as seeing him who is
invisible ; his heart was sustained by a deep confidence in the God
of his father Jacob, for ‘“Jehovah was with him.” I think I see
him in the slave market exposed for sale. We have heard with what
trembling anxiety the slave peers into the faces of those who are
about to buy. Will he get a good master? Will one purchase him
who will treat him like a man, or one who will use him worse than a
brute? “The Lord was with Joseph ” as he stood there to be sold,
and he fell into good hands. When he was taken away to his master’s
house, and the various duties of his service were allotted to him, the
Lord was with Joseph. The house of the Egyptian had never been so pure,
80 honest, so honoured before. Beneath Joseph’s charge it was secretly the
temple of his devotions, and manifestly the abode of comfort and confi-
dence. That Hebrew slave had a glory of character about him, which
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all perceived, and especially his master, for we read,—* His master saw
that the Lord was with him, and that the Lord made all that he did to
prosper in his hand. And Joseph found grace in his sight, and he
served him : and he made him oversecr over his house, and all that he
had he put into his hand. And it came to pass from the time that he
had made him overseer in his house, and over all that he had, that the
Lord blessed the BEgyptian’s house for Joseph’s sake ; and the blessing
of the Lord was upon all that he had in the house and in the field.”
Joseph’s diligence, integrity, and gentleness won upon his master, as
well they might. O that all of you who are Christian scrvants wonld
imitate Joseph in this, and so behave yourselves that all around you
may sec that the Lord is with you.

Then came a crisis in his history, the time of testing. We sce
Joseph &ried by a temptation in which, alas, so many perish. He was
attacked in a point at which youth is peculiarly vulnerable. His comely
person made him the object of unholy solicitations from one upon
whose goodwill his comfort greatly depended, and had it not been that
the Lord was with him he must have fallen. The mass of mankind
would scarcely have blamed him had he sinned : they would have cast
the crime upon the tempter, and excused the frailty of youth. I say
not so; God forbid I should; for in acts of uncleanness neither of
the transgressors may be excused; but God was with Joseph, and he
did not slide when set in slippery places. Thus he escaped that
deep pit into which the abhorred of the Lord do fall. He was rescued
from the snare of the strange woman, of whom Solomon has said,
“She hath cast down many wounded; yea, many strong men have
been slain by her. Her house is the way to hell, going down to
the chambers of death.” Slavery itself was a small calamity compared
with that which would bave happened to young Joseph had he been
enslaved by wicked passions. Happily, the Lord was with him, and
enabled him to overcome the tempter with the question, “ How can I
do this great wickedness, and sin against God ?” He fled. That flight
was the truest display of courage. It is the only way of victory in sins
of the flesh. The apostle says, “ Flee youthful lusts which war against
the soul.” When Telemachus was in the isle of Calypso his mentor
cried, ¢ Fly, Telemachus, fly ; there remains no hope of a victory but by
flight.” Wisely Joseph left his garment and fled, for God was with
him,

The scene shifts again, and he who had been first a favoured child at
home, and then a slave, and then a tempted one, now becomes @
prisoner. 'The prisons of Egypt were, doubtless, as horrible as all such
places were in the olden times, and here is Joseph in the noisome
dungeon, He evidently felt his imprisonment very much, for we are
told in the Psalms that “ the iron entered into his soul.” He felt it a
cruel thing to be under such a slander, and to suffer for his innocence.
A young man so pure, so chaste, must have felt it to be sharper than a
whip of scorpions to be accused as he was ; yet as he sat down in the
gloom of his cell, the Lord was with him. The degradation of a
prison had not deprived him of his divine companion. Blessed be the
name of the Lord, he does not forsake his people when they are in
disgrace : nay, he is morc pleasant with them when they arc falsely
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accused than at any other time, and he cheers them in their low estate,
God was with him, and very soon the kindly manners, the gentleness,
the activity, the truthfulness, the industry of Joseph had won upon the
keeper of the prison, so that Joseph rose again to the top, and was the
overscer of the prison. Like a cork, which you may push down, but
it is sure to come up again, so was Joseph : he must swim, he could
not drown, the Lord was with him. The Lord’s presence made
him a king and a priest wherever he went, and men tacitly owned
his influcnce. In the little kingdom of the prison Joseph reigned,
for “God was with him.” He will rise higher than that, however,
when opportunity arises for a display of prophetic power. Two of
those under his charge appeared to be despondent one morning, and
with his usual gentleness he asked, ¢ Wherefore look yc so sadly to-
day?” He was always kindly and sympathetic, and so they told him
their dreams, and he interpreted them as the events actually fell out.
But why did he interpret drcams? It was because God was with
him. He tells them there and then that *interpretations belong unto
God.” It was not that he had knowledge of an occult art, or was
clever at guessing, but the Spirit of God rested upon him, and so he
understood the secrets veiled beneath the dreams. This led to further
steps, for after having been tried from seventeen to thirty, after having
served thirteen years’ apprenticeship to sorrow he came to stand defore
Pharaoh, and God is with him there. You can sec that he is inwardly
upheld, for the Hebrew youth stands boldly forth and talks of God
in an idolatrous court. Pharaoh believed in multitudes of gods: he
worshipped the crocodile, the ibis, the bull, and all manner of things,
cven down to lecks and onions, so that one said of the Egyptians,
“ Happy people, whose gods grow in their own gardens” ; but Joseph
was not ashamed to speak of his God as the only living and true God. He
said, “ What God is about to do he showeth unto Pharaoh.” Calmly, and
in a dignified manner, he unravels the dream, and cxplains it all to
Pharaoh, disclaiming, however, all credit for wisdom. He says, “It is
not in me : God shall give Pharaoh an answer of peace.” God was
with him indeed.

Joseph was made ruler over all Egypt, and God was with him. Well
did the king say, “Can wé¢ find such a man as this is in whom the
Spirit of God is 7 His policy in storing up corn in the plenteous years
succceded admirably, for God was evidently working by him to preserve
the human race from extinction by famine. His whole system, if
looked at as exccuted in the interest of Pharaoh, his master, was beyond
measure scnsible and successful. He was not the servant of the
Egyptians: Pharaoh had promoted him, and Pharaoh he enriched, and
at the same time saved a nation from hunger.

God was with him in bringing down his father and the family into
LEgypt, and locating them in Goshen, and with him till he himself
came to die, when he “took an oath of the children of Israel, saying
God will surely visit you, and ye shall carry up my bones from hence.”
The Lord was with bim, and kept him faithful to the covenant,
and the covenanted race, even to the close of a long life of one
bundred and ten years. IIe died faithful to the close to the God of
lie fathers, for he would not be numbered with Egypt, with all its






