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¢ And I will bring you out from the people, and will gather you out of the countries
wherein ye are scattered, with a mighty hand, and with a stretched out arm, and with
fury poured out. And I will bring you into the wilderness of the people, and there will
I plead with you face to face. Like as I pleaded with your fathers in the wilderness of
the land of Egypt, so will I plead with you, saith the Lord God. And I will cause you
to pass under the rod, and lpwill bring you into the bond of the covenant: And I will
urge out from among you the rebels, and them that transgress against me : I will
Ering them forth out of the country where they sojourn, and they shall not enter into
the land of Israel: and ye shall know that I am the Lord.”’—Ezekiel xx., 34—38.

Tais striking utterance was given forth by that renowned seer Ezekiel,
at the time when the Israelites, scattered in every country, had begun
to forget their nationality. They judged it prudent and wise as much
as possible to disguise their distinctive character, and melt their race
into the Babylonian or Chaldean, and become like the heathen. Now,
God, who chose his people of old, would not have it so, and he interposed
with this striking passage,—‘“And that which cometh into your mind
shall not be at all, that ye say, we will be as the heathen, as the families
of the countries, to serve wood and stone.” The Lord tells them that
he had them for a people, and he meant to hold them for a people.
Whether they delighted in it or not, he would not let them go. He
pronounced a solemn oath concerning them,—* As I live, saith the Lord
God, surely with a mighty hand, and with a stretched out arm, and with
fury poured out, will I rule over you.” They shall no more become
Babylonians than of old he would suffer them to become Egyptians.
This passage which I have taken for a text may very truthfully be
regarded as a threatening of terrible judgment upon erring Israel’; as
much as if the Lord had said, “You of the house of Israel, whom I have
made to be the type of my spiritual people, you shall be mine ; and if
you wander from me, I will distinguish you by special punishments ;
therefore I now threaten you with special judgments. If you will
attempt to mix yourselves up with the Gentiles, I will deal with you with
a startling severity, such as I have never shown unto the heathen.
Your sins are greater, and your privileges greater, and so shall your
chastisements be greater. You only have I known of all the nations of
the ei\sth, therefore I will punish you for your iniquities.” Dear friends,
o. 1,840.
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it is a dreadful thing to profess to belong to the people of God : it is a
matter of great privilege if it is true, but if it is a lie it is an awful
thing, involving sevenfold judgment. God will cause his professing
people to be distinguished from other men, and they that come in among
them, who are not truly of them, shall be so dealt with that both the
ears of him that heareth thereof shall tingle. Special severities will
overtake apostate professors ; therefore, they had better know what they
are at. You cannot trifle with the Christian faith, you cannot be a
traitor and quietly glide away: you shall be marked as the son of
perdition ; you shall be known like Judas, as one for whom it would
have been better that he had never been born. A profession of Christi-
anity, without the real possession of it, will turn out to be a mantle of fire
to him who puts it on. Such is the run of this passage. But at the
same time, reading between the lines, and considering the verses very
carefully, another reading is suggested : God, if he does not show dis-
tinguishing judgment, will display distingnishing grace. Without
twisting the passage at all, I will use the whole of it as setting forth
that peculiar favour which God intends to exhibit towards his own
chosen, and of which they shall be the subjects, to the praise of the glory
of his grace. I see within this black cloud of threatening a bright light
of infinite mercy, a silver lining of love. A golden thread of grace runs
through these threatening verses, for the Lord speaks of taking away
the rebels from among his people ; but all along, when he addresses the
remnant of his people, his tone is that of grace. He solemnly threatens
judgments, but these are preparations for mercy. He preaches to them
by the prophet concerning mercy and judgment, blended in effectual
working for salvation. Lovingkindness underlies and overlays his
wrath. He puts on a frown in order to smile. He deals hardly with
his chosen that he may deal safely with them ; killing them that he may
make them alive ; piercing them with the arrows of conviction that he
may pour in the wine and oil of his healing comforts.

The central part of my text is this,—* 1 will bring yow info the bond
of the covenant.” 1 want briefly to explain what that means. Our
second subject shall be the method which God often pursues with men when
he is bringing them into the bond of the covenant. By terrible things in
righteousness he saves those whom he determines to bring to himself.
When we have spoken upon that matter, our third point will be ke
ultimate design of 4t all,—of his severity in leading them by 8o stern a
way, and of his love in bringing them into the bond of the covenant :
the design is, ““ Ye shall know that I am Jehovah.” Judgment and
mercy are both intended to make men know in their inmost souls that
he who thus deals with them is indeed the living God.

I. Tirst, then, the MEANING OF BRINGING MEN INTO THE BOND OF
THE COVENANT.

If we take the passage as referring to the work of grace, it signifies
that they shall know under what covenant they stand. Beloved, there is
scarcely a more important question for all of us than this: under which
covenant do we live? Are we under law or under grace? By the
very fact of our creation we are under bonds to our Maker to love and
serve him, and this is a form of the covenant of works. In serving
God we should have found happiness ; in rebelling against him we have
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found sorrow. Thus the covenant, which was bound up with the very
pature of things, had its sanctions of reward and penalty. Without
being strictly defined in words, the foundation of it was laid from the first.
But God put it into words when he dealt with us in Adam our first
covenant-head. He was forbidden to eat of the fruit of one special tree,
and he was warned that in the day in which he should eat of it he
should surely die. This covenant was speedily broken ; man being in
honour continued not. Our whole race in Adam broke the covenant, and
fell from its high estate. There we lie by nature, condemned under the
covenant of works. Set forth as that covenant is in the ten commands
of the law, it is as terrible as it is pure. The commandment is holy,
and just, and good, but we constantly violate it. The perfect law has
been broken by all of us : by some it has been violated openly by wanton,
wilful acts of rebellion; by all of us it has been broken in heart and will.
He that breaketh one link has broken the chain ; he that is guilty of
one command is guilty of the whole law ; for it is one and indivisible.
Now, ye that are under the law, hoping to be saved by your own works,
see where ye are: as many as are of the works of the law are under
the curse, for “ cursed is every one that continueth not in all things
which are written in the book of the law to do them.” Whatever
excellences yon may have, and you have many in the sight of
men, yet if you are under that covenant of works your comeliness is
turned into corruption. “ This do and thou shalt live,” is no promise to
you now, seeing you have failed to do; but it becomes to you a curse
because of your transgressions. But there is another and a better
covenant, which is not a covenant of works at all, but of free, rich,
sovereign grace. It was made of old with Christ the second Adam, our
better Covenant-Head. Its tenor was on this wise—he shall obey the
Father’s will: actively and passively he shall do and suffer the will of
the Most High ; and in doing so he shall save those whom the Father
hath given him. A great multitude inherit the reward of Christ's
perfect obedience; for, being chosen by God, and having the Lord
Jesus to be their Representative, they are made to live by his fulfilling
and honouring of the Jaw. The great question for each one is—Am I
under that new covenant ? that covenant of grace and peace ?—that
covenant “ ordered in all things and sure ” ?  You can answer that ques-
tion by this one, Are you in Christ Jesus ? Are you resting wholly
on himalone ? Ifso, mark this: the Lord hassaid by his servant Isaiah,
“1I have given him for a covenant to the people.” If you have Christ
you are in the covenant of grace ; if you are trusting in him, God hath
made with you an everlasting covenant, ordered in all things and sure,
concerning which we read in your hearing just now, both in Jeremiah
xxxi, and in Ezekiel xxxvi. Dwell on those covenant promises. “A
new heart also will I give yon, and a new spirit will I put within you ”;
and again, “And I will make an everlasting covenant with them, that I
will not turn away from them, to do them good ; but I will put my fear
in their hearts, that they shall not depart from me.” Oh, the blessedness
of being under such a sure covenant ! This is what is aimed at, that
God may bring his own from under the law, and place them under the
covenant of grace. Though as yet they care nothing about it, he will
bring them to know and realize that they are standing in the covenant
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of grace, with Christ as their Covenant-Head. The drift of the inward
work is to lead them to accept the gift of God, and so to come “into
the bond of the covenant.”

They shall, secondly, be led o sce how this covenant binds them to God,
If you are in that covenant you belong to God, and he will have you ;
for the Christ will not shed his blood in vain, nor pay aransom price for
that which he will not possess. He will keep to hims}f the spoil which
he hath taken from the hand of the mighty, and his Father will give
him to see of the travail of his soul, and to be satisfied. If you are in
that covenant you belong to the Lord for ever, neither shall it be possible
for you to be your own, or to be the devil's. You are “the sheep of his
pasture, and the people of his hand,” and he will keep you as the apple of
his eye, and preserve yon as the jewels of his crown. You are bound to
him if you are in covenant : do you wish to break that covenant ? Do
you wish to depart from the solemn obligations which that covenant of
love casts upon you? Though this covenant be not of works, it
produces more works than the covenant of works ever could do ; for,
being saved by grace, it is written, “ Sin shall not have dominion over
you: for ye are not under the law, but under grace.” Grace, and the
gratitude which comes of it, form a firmer bond to hold the soul from
straying than the hope of reward can possibly be; it is stronge: than
the fear of hell. O, mighty grace, thou dost hold us with the cords of a
man from which we never desire to escape. We are the Lord’s people,
and he is our God. He holds us, and we hold to him. He is our
husband, and our hearts are knit to him. The bond of the covenant
unites us to the thrice holy God, and none shall break the sacred union.

To come under the bond of the covenant means also fo come wnder the
discipline of the covenant; for they that are in gracious covenant with
God will find that he dealeth with them as with sons, and, inasmuch as
he loves them, they shall know the truth of that word,—*“ As many as I
love I rebuke and chasten.” ¢If they break my covenant,” saith he,
T will chasten them with the rod of a man”; and again, “ You only
have I known of all the nations of the earth, therefore I will punish you
for your iniquities.” If you enter into covenant with God, and you turn
aside even in little matters, you shall soon discover that the Lord is a
jealous God. If you are sweet to God he will make sin bitter to you.
He will not let you transgress as other men do: the goats may wander
with impunity, but the sheep may not. God reserveth the ungodly unto
the day of judgment, but judgment beginneth even now at the house of
God. His fan is in his hand, and he will thoroughly purge his floor if
he purges nothing else. You cannot be in covenant with God and yet
be let alone in your transgressions; for it is to the reprobate that he
gaith, * Let him alone, he is given unto idols.” The mark of God's
giopfe is that if they sin they smart, and if they wander they are whipped

ck. Despondency, sickness, bereavement, loss, and even temporal
death may fall upon the chosen as visitations of God to deliver them
from the power of Satan. So, you see, it is God’s design to bring
his people to know their covenant standing, to see how the covenant
binds them to their God, and to feel that this holds them under a holy
discipline, such as God does not exercise upon the mass of mankind,
but only upon “ a people near unto him.”



THE BOND OF THE COVENANT. 269

Further, this coming under the bond of the covenant means surely
that they yield lo its restraint. 1 do not know how to give better ex-
pression to what I mean than by quoting the lines we often sing :—

‘“Oh to grace how great a debtor
Daily I'm constrain'd to be!
Let that grace, now, like a fetter,
Bind my wandering heart to thee.”

Can grace ever be a fetter ?  Oh, yes, it is the most blessed of all fetters,
for it holds us fast, and yet never violates our liberty. It binds the very
heart in willing captivity. This is the bond of the covenant. *Oh,”
says one, “I do not want to be under any bond.” Then, in all pro-
bability, you are bound by the chains of self-will. In grace you can be
under bonds, yet not in bondage. I am in the bonds of wedlock, but I
feel no bondage; on the contrary, it is a joy to be so bound. The
bonds of love, and the cords of a man, cause no chafing. The bond of
grace is a marriage bond, uniting us to him whom we love above all,
even the altogether lovely Bridegroom of our souls. It is our joy to
look up to our Covenant-Head, and obey him in all things, This bond
holds us back from doing what it would be to our injury to do ; it restrains
us from sinning against God. Instead of wishing to be free of this
bond, we desire to realize it in its most stringent form, by being crucified
with Christ, nailed up hands and feet, so as to be incapable of following
the wandering wishes of the unregenerate nature. O, that we were
utterly incapable of sin! Would God we were bound to holiness as
with belts of steel. I hope many of you feel the blessed restraint of
covenant relationship, so that you cry with Joseph, “ How can I do this
great wickedness, and sin against God?” The love of Christ both
restraineth and constraineth us, because we thus judge, that if one died
for all, then all died, and that he died for all that they which live might
not henceforth live unto themselves, but unto him that died for them
and rose again. DBlessed bond of the covenant! Oh, to wear its easy
yoke, and bow before its gentle sceptre ! The heart is never so free as
when it is brought into complete captivity to the love of God. The
true freedom of the will is freedom from sin. O, Lord, truly I am thy
servant, thou hast loosed my bonds ; and now I cry, Bind the sacrifice
with cords, even to the horns of the altar.

But surely, it means also the security of the covenant,—*1 will bring
thee under the bond of the covenant,” must mean, I will bind thee to
the Lord Jesus, thy Surety and Bondsman, and he shall secure thee
for ever. This covenant 18 everlasting, & covenant of salt, hence we
sing,—

& “This bond shall never break,

Though earth's old columns bow;
Our sure foundations never shake,
We're one with Jesus now.”

One with Jesus we shall eve. be, for who shall separate us ? That is
a blessed phrase which speaks of our soul being bound up in the bundle
of life with the soul of the Lord our God. 'T'his is what the covenant
has done for us,—it has made us so one with Christ, and in Christ so
one with the eternal Father, that it is written, I will never leave thee






